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3 WAYS TEENS ARE
GETTING INVOLVED

'OU HAVE TO BE 18 yoars old to

vote in national elections. But

you don't have to be 18 to care

— or to play a role. Young people can
odvocate for issues they care obowt,
support condidates and make sere
wvaryone is able to have their ballots
counted. Here's how kids and teens are
Iinvolved in the election before

they’re oki enough to actually vote in it,

REGISTERING NEW VOTERS

1t bothers Shivansh Bansal, 17, that some
people where he Bves in Pleasanton,
Calif,, don't seem to care much about

voting. He wants to moke people in his
generation more active in democracy.
For Shivansh, that meons starting now.
“1 read an article that soid that It you can

KNOCKING ON DOORS

For Boyly Hoehne, making o ditfer-
ence requires some seriows footwork.
The 17-year-old volunteers for her local

vote in y
tion, they'll be voting for a Wetime,” he
says. S0 he spent seven months organiz-
ing a rolly for all 1,100 J

state in by
canvassing, which means going doer to
door to speak directly with voters. She

at his high school to encowrnge them to
register to vote for the first time. (In Cal-
ifornia, you <an preregister ot 16, 50 as
500n 03 you turn 18 you're able to vote.)
Shivansh says he hopes to create “a rip-
ple effect of people feeling empowered
by their governmant."

reminds th the

tion, asks whot isswes matter to them
and shares how her candidate promises
to address thelr concerns. “You're going
to trust pacple in your community who

HELPING AT THE POLLS

This Election Day, Maggie Murphy, a high
school senlor, will be at Rocky Run Mid-
die School, @ voting site near her home
in Fairfox, V. She'l show people where
to cost thelr ballots, assist with curbside
voting and hand out stickers. One thing
she leamed in @ twe-hour training ses-
wion to be a high school election poge is
that poll workers have to keep their po-
Iitical views to themselves. The job isn't
to influence anyone's decisions — It's te

with you a lot mere
than you're geing to trust an ad you see
on TV." she says.

to vote and choose who gets to go into
office,” she says. &

AMOCK
ELECTION
FOR—
ANDBY -
NIDS

BY ALEXANDRA FROST

ELECTION yeor, Lulu Cole Is
o0 g mission. She wants to give o
veice to kids in her state who are
tooyoung tovote, And the 15-year-
oid, who lives in Honolulu, wants
to make sere thot adults who con
vote acteally go out and do i, She's.
voluntesring on a huge, stctewide
mock election 50 that kids con show
the adults how It's done.

Lulv and two of her schooimates,
Kahn Hoand Sophia Howel, helped
get more than 52,000 kids from
125 schools across the state to sign
up to vote in this year's mock elec-
tion, Every kid who registers gets o
link to an online ballot where they
canvote for naticeal and local con-
didotes. There are olso yes-cr-no
questions — that Lul helped write
= on ideas like o ban on flovored
e-cigarettes, lower speed limits,
gun laws and responses to dimate
change. Younger kids (xindergarten
through fifth groce) answer differ-
ont guestions, Ike "'Shovld we have
mare celebeation days te honor cur
different cultures in Howal?" and
"$hould we have mare community
gardens where people can grow
their own frults and vegetables?"
When voting ends on Nov. § (the
same day as the national election),
the results will show lawmakers
what Howail's youngest residents

GRAB A SNACK, DO YOUR LAUNDRY,

CAST A BALLOT

BY HELEN |. HWANG

INSIDE 5 OF
AMERICA'S
STRANGEST
POLLING
PLACES

Lubu hopes that when adults
soe how many kids turn owt for the
mock elaction, they will be inspired
to turn out fer the rect ene — be-
cause, usually, a lot don't. Howall
consistently has some of the low-
o3t voter turnout in the country.
(Americans aren't grect at voting
In the first place. Just 66 percent
of sligible voters tuned out in the
2020 presidenticl slection — and
that was the highast tumowt in over
a century!) “Some parents.” Luks
says, “after talking to their kids
about the mock election they did
at school, might be wiling to set o
good example for them and partic-
Ipate in voting™

Amy Perruso, a former civics
teacher and current state politi-
cian, has led the mock election for
several years. She says It teaches
Kids to think about politics and
prepares them for the future while
Intting them weigh in on important
Issues. Lulu thinks It can olso help
them feel more hopeful. “There's
@ lot that makes growing up right
now hard," she says, “and feels
like it's full of despalr and nothing
Is going to change. | want to teach
students we have more power than
we think™ &

HOW
SHOULD YOU
BE TO VOTE?

OLD

‘I think people

'VERY ELECTION DAY, millions Castillo, the manager. New custom- vote. And they've learned an important ‘ehines. On Nov. 5, they'll feed ballots
of adults line wp to vote at | ers have been coming in after hear- | lesson: [ should be allowed
schools, conters, y This yeor, theyll stock extras so they | ter— with 24 bowling lanes, on arcode,
libraries and other public buildings. ;-mkmn,-lmmm-.m don't sell out again. miniature golf and loser tog — has been to vote when th’Y
don't y hosting elections for the past eight
they’ VOTE ON THE FLY years. Tifani Tucker, a manager, sees are 22. BOCOUSO'
oot vote, some peopl Androw Robillard, atare- | many parents gi feel like that’s when
tion that's convenient, officials have | their laundry card instead. glonal airpert in San Luis Obispo, Ca- | play pinball while they go vote. Lucky! Py
to get creative, asking locol business it volunteered at a poling place during your brain fll“y
owners to lend space. Here are five This 'WE HAVE A BALLOT
unwsuol spots where Americans will | Dering the 2020 election, sarly inthe | year will be even cosler: The polls will | For astronauts on the Intemational develops, and you
pick the next president. pandemic, San Francisco officials Jot, where
B b s ot - g don’t want to have
'WASH, DRY, FOLD, VOTE to reduce crowds. So they asked Lo to vote. who find them- people With an
The City of Chicago doesn't own a | Boslongerie, @ cafe and bakery, to | the airport terminal s planes whiz by | selves floating 250 miles above Earth
bwilding in the neighborhood of Chi- | donate space, and things worked ot | overhead. Then they can tour the air- d evel P d
dryls

heiping out by tueking pelling booths
ameng the washers and dryers. It's
making it easier for people in the area
to cast their ballots. And it has been
good for business, toe, says Andrea

decided to keep
doing it. This will be the third time half
the cafe is emptied out to squeeze in

port, look at aircraft and sign up for
flight sehool.

NASA's secwre spoce-sotellite network.

They fillin their votes and beam the en-

erypted ballots to a ground antenna in
From thers,

six voting booths.
manager, says the staff likes helping

PICK.
Uswally, visitors to Perfect Games in
Ames, lowa,

sant directly to the voting clerk in their

VULCAN THE FRENCH HOUND WASHINGTON * POLL THE PARROT JACKSON

brain choosing
who should lead
the country.’

— Weston Howell, 11,
Long Island, N.Y.
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