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Mrs. Sue Kirby

By Taylor Hartley '19, Editor-in-Chief

As graduation begins to surface on the 
horizon, many of the current seniors find 
themselves reminiscing about the teachers 

who have made an enduring impact on them over the 
years. 

Naturally, it has been the elementary and interme-
diate school teachers that have been the topic of these 
conversations since these teachers were the ones to 
teach us the building blocks of being a successful stu-
dent and person. 

One elementary school teacher is mentioned quite 
often because of her immense kindness and dedication 
to her students, Mrs. Sue Kirby. 

Mrs. Kirby taught generations of students during 
her twenty-one years at Bayside, including many of 
the current seniors. She recently retired in 2012 due 
to, as she calls it, “a lot of work I just couldn’t han-
dle… a lot of standing on ladders and putting things 
on the wall...I just couldn’t handle that work any-
more.” 

BA Today recently sat down with Mrs. Kirby to ask 
her about her experience as a Bayside teacher and 
what it meant to her. She vividly described how she 
and her husband came to the Eastern Shore from Illi-
nois and how finding a school for their son, Tim, was 
quite an ordeal before finding Bayside Academy. 

Once the Kirby family was settled in their new 
home, Mrs. Kirby found that she was missing her true 
passion: teaching. After teaching for sixteen years in 
Illinois, she found it difficult not to be in the class-
room. 

Mrs. Kirby described her experience saying, “I said 
to my husband ‘I wonder if there is anything at Bay-
side since we love Bayside for Tim,’ and before you 
knew it, I had a room at the end of the long outdoor 
hallway to myself. I was not art staff, but I taught 
1st graders reading, the 12th graders about writing 
papers, and everything in between. I did all of that for 
a year, and had my own room, which was unheard of 
for what I did.” 

After one year of teaching, Mrs. Marilee Propst 
approached Mrs. Kirby and asked, “If you taught any 
grade at Bayside, what would be the grade you would 
like to teach?” 

Mrs. Kirby says that it was an easy answer: “I said 
1st because I loved [the children] and loved to teach 
reading.” 

After several room changes and a whole lot of mov-
ing boxes, Mrs. Kirby ended up in the hallway where 
she taught for twenty-one years. And even after all of 
that time, Mrs. Kirby says, “Every morning I would 
walk by the bay and think to myself, ‘Oh, how lucky 
I am!’ I would always tell my friends that it truly was 
utopia teaching. We love it!” 

As far as changes in the school over time, Mrs. 
Kirby warmly commented,“Oh boy...well I’ll tell you 
what, as far as the feeling as family, which I have 
always felt Bayside felt like, I really feel like that 
is the same and has not stopped. There is a bit of a 
difference in the way of teaching; it is more critical 
thinking and a more hands-on in terms of math and 
reading. And as far as the children are considered, 
children are children, and I love them. A lot.”

Mrs. Kirby’s affection for Bayside and its students 
is obvious, and her years as a teacher reflect her love 
for the school and belief in its values. Bayside has 
long been a tight-knit school of family and friends, 
with many time-honored traditions that have contin-
ued for decades.  

Mrs. Kirby is a shining example that old traditions 
and values continue to live on as our school grows 
and changes. Our family will live on as long as there 
are students milling around these hallways, and we 
have outstanding teachers like Mrs. Kirby to thank for 
that. 

Although she may not be actively teaching at Bay-
side any longer, the kind, compassionate, and caring 
impression she has made on this campus is profound 
and inspiring, and it will certainly continue to moti-
vate teachers and students well into the future. 


















