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Wilkinson records first 
traffic fatality of the year

Christian McKearney
Times Journal Post

A Macon truck driver lost 
his life on Sunday after losing 
his lane and crashing off of Ga. 
57 in east Wilkinson Coun-
ty, closer to the Washington 
County line.

Antwan Henley, 34, was 
transported to an area hospital 
before later passing away.

Henley's tanker truck was 
carrying roughly 60,000 
pounds of diesel fuel before 
overturning, setting off a mas-
sive cleanup on Sunday after-
noon that continued well into 
the week.

Wilkinson County averaged 
5.4 traffic fatalities per year be-
tween 2019-2023, according 
to the Governor's Office of 
Highway Safety. 

via Washington County Sheriff’s Office
The tanker trunk overturned Sunday, blocking both lanes of Highway 57.

Bleckley girls basketball season 
ends in playoff loss to ACE

Micah Johnston
For the TJP

In a scrappy game with turnovers 
galore and bonuses for both teams in 
almost every quarter, the No. 16 Acad-
emy for Classical Education Gryphons 
claimed the school’s first-ever basket-
ball playoff win Tuesday night when 
they defeated the No. 17 Bleckley 
County Royals 57-47 on their home 
court in Macon.

It was business as usual for the Gry-
phons (20-4), who had already defeat-
ed the Royals twice in the past few 
weeks, winning 56-44 back on Feb. 1 
and then getting another victory 54-39 
Feb. 7.

“With the power rankings, that 
could happen, you see a region oppo-
nent earlier,” ACE head coach Todd 
Whetsel said after the game. “If it was 
a traditional bracket, you wouldn’t see 
them until the Final Four. But if it was 

Mark S. Powell / For the TJP
ACE defeats Bleckley County 57-47 in the first round of the GHSA Class A Division I girls bas-
ketball playoffs. Ava Jenkins secures a rebound for the Royals.See ROYALS, page 10

Jeffersonville seeks solutions to costly water and sewer problems
Mary Helene Hall
Times Journal Post

Jeffersonville city officials are asking residents 
to be mindful of what they flush down the toilet 
after experiencing clogging in its sewer system.

At its Feb. 10 meeting, city council members 
discussed the stinky situation on their hands 
with wrongly-flushed items and other water 
and sewer issues Jeffersonville is facing. 

One of the city’s lift stations, which lift 
wastewater that’s deeper underground to a 
higher point or pump it directly to a treatment 
plant, has been getting clogged with items that 
shouldn’t be in the sewage to begin with.

Hair is a large culprit for the clogs in the  

city sewer system. 
Additional items that should not be poured 

down the drain or flushed include cat litter, 
coffee grounds, paper towels, cotton balls, 
feminine hygiene products, paint and — what 
Mayor Charles Williams said was one of the 
city’s largest problems — grease, fat and oils. 
The oil, he explained, hardens and rises to the 
top of the tank, which makes the station hard-
er to clean. 

“In the summer, the grease will flow more be-
cause it’s hot, it’s warm,” he said. “But as soon 
as it turns cold like it is now? Now we have a 
grease problem.”

But those aren’t the only things making it 
down the drain. Williams said they’ve found 

shoes, clothes and condoms. 
“They’re at least practicing safe sex around 

here,” he joked during the meeting.
To fix these clogs, the city has to hire profes-

sionals with specialty equipment such as boom 
trucks and vacuum trucks, which Williams said 
is expensive. 

Holding contractors  
accountable for damage

The council discussed ongoing problems with 
external contractors hired by companies like 
AT&T and Cox. As they are installing fiber op-
tic cables underground, they are striking water 
and sewer lines, then the contracted companies 
leave. 

Previously, the city has had to pay for the 
damages, but Williams said Jeffersonville is 
changing its approach. 

“The city is footing the $1,500 bill,” he said. 
“You get about three or four of those, it could 
throw your budget upside down for a small 
city.”

Before the contractors leave, the city will is-
sue fines or citations to those responsible for the 
damages in order to ensure they get paid, the 
city attorney advised the council. 

Williams said that the companies don’t have 
a problem paying — in fact, they have money 
set aside for such situations — rather, it’s a mat-
ter of documenting the damage and having a  
paper trail.

All recent local health  
inspections earn an ‘A’

Mary Helene Hall
Times Journal Post

Each local establishment that 
has undergone a state Depart-
ment of Public Health inspec-
tion in 2025 has received a 
score of 90% or higher. 

In Twiggs, Wilkinson and 
Bleckley counties, 14 restau-
rants and food service facilities 
received a routine inspection so 
far this year. 

A score of 90 or above indi-
cates “food safety excellence,” 

according to Georgia DPH. 
To operate, establishments 

must receive at least an 80 for 
“satisfactory compliance.” If a 
restaurant scores 69 or below, 
they risk closure if the score 
does not improve within 10 
days.

One restaurant, It Takes 2 in 
Cochran, received their initial 
inspection and earned a perfect 
score. The hot dog joint’s grand 
opening was Feb. 14. 

Each score is listed below in 
order of score, highest to lowest.

— It Takes 2 (112 S. First St., 
Cochran): 100

— Twiggs County Middle/
High School (375 Watson 
Drive, Jeffersonville): 100

— Jeffersonville Elementary 

Christian McKearney
Times Journal Post

The Wilkinson County School 
Board last week voted to approve its 
new millage rate, thus paving the way 
for property tax bills to be mailed out.

Tax Commissioner Amanda Pan-
ther told the Times-Journal-Post on 
Tuesday that the Georgia Depart-
ment of Revenue is expected to give 
the county the go-ahead "hopefully 
by the end of today."

That would put the timetable at "by 
late next week," in terms of tax bills 
being sent out, according to Panther. 

"I expect that first week in March to 
be really busy. A lot of people are call-
ing our office and champing at the bit 
to go ahead and pay," she said. "So, it 
shouldn't take long (for local govern-
ment coffers to begin refilling)."

The School Board vote was a 3-2 
decision.

A video of the meeting already had 
been viewed more than 5,000 times as 
of earlier this week on the Facebook 
page of David Hadarits, who is the 
School Board's new chairman. Ha-
darits implied political partisanship 
in his Facebook post, listing the party 
of each School Board member and 
their vote. Both Democrats on the 
board – Kimberly Shinholster-Wat-
kins and Charles Pitts – voted yes, 
as did Republican Leigh Scott, first 
elected in 2022. Voting no, mean-
while, were the two brand-new Re-

publicans – Hadarits and District 3's 
Johanna Rogers.

The School Board recently voted in 
a millage rate of 18.75, a decrease of 
.931 mills from its most recent mill-
age rate of 19.681. However, due to 
an increase in the overall property 
digest, the new millage rate does not 
qualify as the "recommended rollback 
rate," which is what Hadarits and 
Rogers were at least aiming for.

"The...tax increase for a home with 
a fair market value of $125,000 is ap-
proximately $78.55 per year and the 
proposed increase for non-homestead 
property with a fair market value of 
$100,000 is approximately $62.84 

per year," according to a Board of Ed-
ucation release.

At a recent public meeting, Super-
intendent Angela James was candid 
when telling the audience that the 
plan certainly was not to "horde a pile 
of money so we can blow it on furni-
ture, or blow it on whatever." 

"To take the abuse that we've tak-
en (in comments on Facebook) is not 
right, and it's hurtful, because I've 
lived and worked in this communi-
ty my whole life," she said. "I love 
this community, and my heart is this 
community."

Property tax bill picture comes into focus

Provided
Amanda Panther was sworn in as Wilkinson County’s tax commissioner in late December.

See TAX, page 2See FOOD, page 2

Russell Davidson
“It Takes 2,” a new hot dog joint in Cochran, opened Feb. 14.
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Instead, James and the 
WCSD's finance team spent 
the first half of the meeting 
going over specific aspects of 
the budget.

"Core economic inflation 
places significant pressure on 
the district," said James, then 
rattling off examples such 
as "transportation, mainte-
nance, utility costs and em-
ployee health benefits and 
insurance."

There's also the issue of 
unfunded mandates from the 
state, including computer 
science initiatives, counseling 
services and safety upgrades, 
according to the superinten-
dent.

The WCSD also is antici-
pating a decrease in funding 
from the government for the 
2026 fiscal year, due to the 
fact that the district's enroll-
ment continues to shrink. 
Overall student enrollment 
has been cut almost in half 
during the last three decades. 
In October 1994, for exam-
ple, the Georgia Depart-
ment of Education's FTE 
"headcount" for the WCSD 
was 1,993 students. Fast 
forward to October 2024, 
and that number was 1,036 
students. Back in the 1990s, 
there were always closer to 
450-500 students at Wilkin-
son County Middle School. 
Now, it's less than 250.

Going back several de-
cades, School Board meet-
ings in Wilkinson County 
drew very little interest from 
the public and weren't really 
on the radar. That all changed 
when Hadarits last year be-
gan recording the videos and 
scrutinizing the board on 
Facebook. Other communi-

ty members then joined the 
chorus on Facebook, and the 
School Board is no longer 
operating under the radar, to 
say the least.

The WCSD last month re-
ceived its annual report card 
from the state, which cov-
ered the 2023-2024 school 
year, which pre-dated James' 
tenure as superintendent. 
The report card came in the 
form of a College and Career 
Ready Performance Index 
(CCRPI) score.

Standardized testing results 
are at the CCRPI's core. In 
terms of those testing results, 
otherwise known as Con-
tent Mastery, the Wilkinson 
County School District fin-
ished in the third percentile 
(174th out of 180) at the 
Elementary School level, the 
11th percentile (160th out 
of 180) at the Middle School 
level, as well as the sixth per-
centile (170th out of 180) at 
the high school level, in terms 
of Georgia's 180 "county" 
and "city" school districts.

In terms of Wilkinson 
County High School, 18.6 
percent of students passed 
the United States History 
test, which ranked 164th 
out of 180 school districts. 
WCHS came in at 18.3 per-
cent “proficient or above” 
in Biology, good for 164th 
out of 180 school districts. 
In terms of the reading test,  
a combination of multi-
ple-choice questions and 
short-answer questions that 
focus on vocabulary and the 
ability to interpret text pas-
sages, a total of 47.1 WCHS 
students who took the test 
were "reading at grade lev-
el or above," which was 
150th out of 180 districts in  
Georgia.

Tax, from 1:

4th Annual Tulsa 
Stander Memorial Hog 
Hunt Weigh In
Saturday, Feb 22
Noon
5250 Watson Dairy Road 
Presented by Boars N’ Broads 
& Dixie Doggers at Fieldstone 
Preserve in Dry Branch. Event 
will include family fun, food, 
drinks, music, dog hunting 
vendors and more.

Bingo for Books
Thursday, Feb 27 
5:30 to 7 p.m.
Bleckley County  
Elementary School
Join us for a night of family 
fun, snacks and BINGO for 
BOOKS! Games will be on-
going throughout the event as 
well as prizes and treats! 

Seed Exchange
Wednesday Mar, 5
4 to 6 p.m.
128 E. Main St. in Irwinton
All green thumbs are welcome!
Please bring 5 seed packs of 
any variety to share!

Dandelion Ministries 
Diaper Give Away
Saturday, Mar 8
10 a.m. to noon
45 Railroad St. W. in  
Jeffersonville
Helping Moms and their lit-
tle ones with what they need 
most. 

Health Fair
Saturday, March 8
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Faulks Chapel Baptist Church
Head to the church to get your 
blood pressure checked and re-
ceive information that can help 
improve your overall health. 
For more info, contact Laura 
Gallemore (478-718-3519), 
Annette Stephens (478-456-
3056) or Linda Brown (478-
308-1108).

2025 Father Daughter 
Dance at Bleckley 
Saturday, March 8 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
242 E Dykes St.
This event is for grades pre-k 
through 5th grade, and out-of-
county students are welcome. 
Price is $35 per father-daugh-
ter couple and $10 per addi-
tional daughter. 

Upcoming 
Events

Christian McKearney
Times Journal Post

The tipping point came last 
September.

It was the opening weekend 
for football at the Wilkinson 
County Recreation Depart-
ment (WCRD) outside of 
Gordon. All was not well, 
however. The numbers on 
the new flag football jerseys 
already were peeling. Some of 
the new cheerleader uniforms 
were still held up in the mail.  
Coaches and players were fill-
ing up bottles out of a water 
spigot. The quality of the re-
strooms wasn't exactly five-
star, to say the least.

The county commission ap-
parently heard enough about 
it from enough people and 
subsequently called a meeting 
with the recreation depart-
ment board and parents. That 
meeting led to further discus-
sions, and the county com-
mission ultimately chose to 
take relatively drastic action, 
changing the entire structure 
of the WCRD.

Beginning with this up-
coming baseball and softball 
season, the recreation depart-
ment essentially will be "vol-

unteer- and parent-led." 
"It's the same model that 

several other communities in 
this area with successful rec-
reation department programs 
use, mainly Jones County," 
said Commissioner Flint 
Shepherd. "Any recreation 
department is only as good 
as its volunteers and support 
from the community."

Catelynn Duncan is lead-
ing the volunteer group pre-
viously tabbed by the county 
commission to oversee the 
recreation department. Dun-
can still has very fond child-
hood memories of playing 
ball at the park as a little girl.

"It was booming back then. 
So many people in the com-
munity were involved," Dun-
can said. "That's what we're 
trying to get back to."

Registration for base-
ball and softball continues 
through March 1. There will 
be two more in-person reg-
istration sessions at the ball-
fields, one this Saturday and 
another on March 1. The 
times are 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
for both days. Or, parents 
and guardians can register 
their children through an on-
line form, which includes all 

of the necessary paperwork 
and fine print. The link to 
the form can be found on the 
"Wilkinson County Rec De-
partment" Facebook page.

Duncan has volunteered 
at the recreation department 
for the last two years. Now, 
she and her team of roughly 
20 community members are 
in the process of forming a 
non-profit organization. A 
board is being formed, thanks 
to help from local attorney 
Donald Roberts. 

Fundraising will be essen-
tial. The county government 
has completely removed 
"recreation funding" from 
its budget, although the 
county government still will 
cut the grass and provide 
maintenance at the facility. 
The county commission pre-
viously allocated $100,000 
annually for "recreation" and 
staffed a full-time recreation 
director. That money is gone 
and the previous director has 
been re-assigned, however, 
and now it's all on the parents 
and volunteers.

"A strong recreation de-
partment means a strong 
community," Duncan said. 
"We want to bring everybody 
together and bring back the 
glory days."

Anyone interested in do-
nating, becoming a volunteer 
and/or anything else can text 
or call Duncan at 478-233-
1959 or leave a message on 
the WCRD Facebook page.

(878 Bullard Road, Jeffersonville): 100
— Twiggs County Head Start (12956 

Highway 80, Jeffersonville): 100
— Subway (13700 Highway 80, Jefferson-

ville): 100
— Camp Christian (3735 Dennard Hardy 

Road, Gordon): 100
— Bleckley PDC/RSAT (179 JAC Arts 

Road, Cochran): 99
— Subway (107 Railroad St., McIntyre): 98

— AJ’s Wings (185 Milledgeville Road, 
Gordon): 98

— Poppie’s Place (13864 US Highway 80, 
Jeffersonville): 97

— Kountry Kitchen & Seafood (101 Mag-
nolia St., Jeffersonville): 94

— Boehner’s Front Porch (260 Milled-
geville Road, Gordon): 94

— Twiggs Academy (961 Hamlin Floyd 
Road, Jeffersonville): 94

— China Wok (101 N. Railroad St., Jeffer-
sonville): 92

Wilco recreation department  
beginning a brand-new experiment

Food, from 1:

Republican Party to Hold Caucus and County Convention

On 22 March 2025, at 9:00 AM, the Bleckley County Republican Party will convene 
Precinct Caucuses to elect Delegates and Alternate Delegates to the Bleckley County 
Republican Party Convention.

On 22 March 2025, at 10:00 AM, the County Convention will convene to elect Delegates 
and Alternate Delegates to the District and State Republican Party Conventions. 
Additionally, the Convention will conduct all other business as necessary.

Both the Precinct Caucuses and the Bleckley County Convention will be held in the CBRD 
boardroom located at 250 West Dykes Street in Cochran, Georgia.

All Bleckley County residents who are legally registered to vote and believe in the 
principles of the Republican Party are urged to participate in this process. Delegates and 
alternates will not be required to pay a fee to cover any costs of the County Convention.

The Eighth Congressional District Convention will convene at 10:00 AM on 19 April 2025 
at The Hawkinsville Opera House located at 42 South Lumpkin Street in Hawkinsville, 
Georgia. The District Convention will be electing Delegates and Alternates to the 2024 
National Convention. Pre-Registration fees will be $40 for Delegates and $30 for 
alternates. These fees will be used to cover the costs of the District Convention.

The Georgia Republican Party State Convention will convene at 2:00 PM on 7 June 2025 
in Dalton, Georgia, and will elect State Party Officers, in addition to conducting all other 
businesses necessary. Delegates to the State Convention will be required to pay a fee, 
which is to cover the cost of the State Convention.

For further information, please contact Bleckley County Republican Party Chairman 
Ronald Daniels at (229) 425-4391.White Columns Funeral Home

“a friend of the family”

179 Milledgeville Highway
Gordon, GA 31031

Serving Wilkinson County
 for over 50 years

478-628-2200
www.williamsfuneral.net

We’re here to help
Making final arrangements for a 
loved one isn’t easy. 
That’s why compassion goes into 
everything we do. 
We are prepared to arrange any 
special requests you may have.

• Funeral and Memorial Services
• Pre-Planning Arrangements
• Cremation Services

1607A Rice Ave.
Dublin, GA 31021

478-272-2300

111 E. Cherry St.
Cochran, GA 31014

478-934-4561

544 Mulberry St., Ste. 619
Macon, GA 31201

478-745-9644

www.GeorgiaDisabilityLaw.com Call 1-478-272-2300 for FREE CASE EVALUATION

Serving Georgia             Since 1898

478-474-2434
1-800-551-1102

Specializing in Marble, Granite & Bronze
clarkga.com

Easom & Easom, P.C.
Certified Public Accountants

Marce Easom, CPA Brenton Easom, CPA

230 Perimeter Crossing
Macon, GA 31210

478-477-4666  |  478-477-7009 Fax

P.O. Box 364
Vienna, GA 31092

229-268-4795  |  229-268-4796 Fax

mailbox@easomcpas.com

Tax Services - Personal and Business 
Bookkeeping - Accounting Services
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Allen Siegler
Healthbeat

Influenza viruses have con-
tinued to steadily circulate 
within Atlanta and Georgia 
communities as the state con-
tends with other concerning 
infectious diseases.

Health care visits for flu-like 
symptoms and community 
virus levels detected in waste-
water sites remain near their 
highest marks of the winter, 
according to data released Fri-
day from the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention. 
Close to 3,000 residents had 
overnight stays for the flu at 
metro Atlanta hospitals in Jan-
uary, according to the Georgia 
Department of Public Health.

None of these indicators 
have reached last year’s peak. 
But Dr. Mark Griffiths, an 
Emory University pediatric 
medicine associate professor 
and director of the Children’s 
Healthcare of Atlanta’s down-
town emergency department, 
said his hospital is experienc-
ing one of the largest flu surges 
he’s witnessed.

“We’re seeing higher levels 
of kids testing positive than 
probably seen the last decade 
or so,” he said. “And they are 
coming in of all ages.”

He attributes the spike in 
flu hospital visits to multiple 
factors. During the height of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, cas-
es of other viruses fell to low-
er-than-normal rates. But now 
that some pandemic preven-
tion steps have been relaxed, 
many airborne diseases have 
exceeded their baseline num-
bers.

Additionally, Griffiths said 
he’s seen fewer kids vaccinat-
ed against the flu compared 
to previous winters. The CDC 
estimates that as of early Feb-

ruary, between 33% and 56% 
of children over 6 months old 
received this year’s shot.

He said the low vaccine 
uptake is concerning for the 
health of Georgia kids, as the 
shots add an extra layer of dis-
ease protection.

“Since Covid, we’ve seen the 
persistence of this vaccine hes-
itancy,” he said. “Now, we’re 
seeing it as these really high flu 
surges.”

Griffiths said it’s not too 
late for parents to have their 
children immunized this year, 
as traditional flu seasons last 
until March. Additional-
ly, he highlighted new tools, 
like over-the-counter flu and 
Covid combination tests, and 
familiar protections, like wear-
ing a mask when sick, as useful 
ways for people to prevent re-
spiratory virus spread.

The state is also contend-
ing with a variety of other 
infectious diseases. Over the 
past few weeks, state and lo-
cal public health officials have 
been responding to a small 
measles outbreak that has in-
fected three members of the 
same family. None of the fam-
ily members were vaccinat-

ed against measles. No other 
Georgia residents have tested 
positive, according to the state 
DPH.

A study published by the 
CDC on Thursday also found 
that public health officials 
detected a travel-associated 
Georgia case of Clade I mpox 
in January, the second case ever 
detected in the United States. 
The report says that Clade I 
cases lead to death more of-
ten than Clade II infections, 
which are still rare but more 
common domestically.

The Georgia patient’s case 
was not severe, according to 
the CDC study. Nancy Ny-
dam, a DPH spokesperson, 
said the department moni-
tored people who had been in 
contact with the patient for 
21 days — the time in which 
symptoms usually appear — 
and none of them contracted 
the disease.

Allen Siegler is a reporter cov-
ering public health in Atlanta 
for Healthbeat. Contact Allen at 
asiegler@healthbeat.org.

Georgia health workers handling flu 
surge, rare mpox case, measles

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
An Atlanta pediatrician said he’s seen fewer kids vaccinated against  
the flu compared to previous winters. 

441/112 roundabout 
work could start in June

Christian McKearney
Times Journal Post

The Georgia Department of Transportation 
has officially voted to speed up the timetable 
for the new roundabout project at the inter-
section of US 441 and Ga. 112.

The $4-plus million project will "have two-
lane approaches and departures (on 441)," 
while "(Ga.) 112 would have a single-lane 
approach and departure," according to the 
DOT. 

The project initially was slated to "go out 
to bid in June," said DOT Communications 
Specialist Will Volk. Now, however, the bid-
ding process will begin in April. Construction 
generally begins roughly two months follow-
ing the beginning of the bidding process, add-
ed Volk.

The summer of 2024 at the intersection was 
memorable, for all the wrong reasons. Four 
multi-vehicle accidents were recorded in the 
area last summer, including a fiery crash that 

claimed the life of a Milledgeville truck driver. 
In December 2024, meanwhile, three people 
in a Nissan Rogue lost their lives after the driv-
er of the car failed to yield to a big rig traveling 
north on 441.

"Our crash data shows all crashes at this 
intersection over the last four years are a re-
sult of drivers failing to stop or yield," Volk 
previously said. "We urge everyone navigating 
this intersection to approach with caution and 
obey traffic signs."

The DOT continues to be on a roundabout 
kick, with roughly 300 roundabout projects 
currently "under construction" or "in devel-
opment" around the Peach State, according to 
its website.

"Roundabouts can reduce crashes that may 
result in serious injuries or fatalities by 78 
to 82 percent compared to conventional in-
tersections controlled by traffic lights or stop 
signs," according to the DOT's website.

The DOT also asserts that roundabouts cost 
less than red lights in the long run.

Reese Bryant was named the Cochran Rotary Club student of the month. She chose her 
teacher of the month to be coach Shelly Cranford (left). Rotary President Jed Evans (right) 
presented the certificate.

- Cochran Rotary Club
The Twiggs County Seniors Center ladies spent a morning last week at The Nursing 

Home and Brittany Assisted Living Facility singing and playing bingo with the residents.
 

- Surinder Brown - Site Manager

Twiggs seniors make joyful noise

INTENT TO OPT OUT OF HOMESTEAD 
EXEMPTION

The City of Jeffersonville intends to opt out of the 
statewide adjusted base year ad valorem homestead 
exemption for Jeffersonville, Georgia. All concerned 
citizens are invited to the public hearing on this mat-
ter to be held at City Hall 18. North Church St. On 
February 18, 2025 at 9:30AM, February 20,2025 at 
6:00 PM and February 27,2025 at 9:30 AM.

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military
++ We o	 er fi nancing that fi ts your budget!1

Say “NO” to Cleaning
Out Your Gutters. 

Protect Your Home
With LeafFilter.

LET THE PROS
HANDLE IT!™

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 
344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 
262300330, 262300331, MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  OR 218294, PA 179643, 
069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

1-877-735-0477
CALL TODAY FOR A FREE INSPECTION!

Promo: 285
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A glimpse inside a modern American family road trip
NEW SOUTHERN DAD

The family road trip dates back 
to the period of American 
history known as the West-

ward Expansion. Those pioneers re-
ally had a lot of guts loading up their 
covered wagons, telling their kids to 
climb aboard and hitting the road.

For days and months on end, 
those brave souls pushed forward, 
not knowing where they were head-
ed and not even exactly what they 
were looking for. All they had to go 
on were crudely drawn maps and 
personal aspirations. At some point 
surely a child looked up at their fa-
ther, the courageous patriarch and 
said: “Are we there yet? I really have 
to go to the bathroom.”

To which the father lovingly 
looked down and replied: “I don’t 
expect you to make it. And you 
should have gone in St. Louis.”

It was quite dangerous crossing 
the country back then and Bucc-ee’s 
hadn’t been established yet. Many a 
life and pair of pants were ruined on 
the treacherous journey. 

Of course, in our modern times, 
anywhere in the country is easily ac-
cessible via automobile and taking 
the family on an annual trek, even 
multiple times a year if you’re a glut-
ton for punishment, via the highway 
is a tradition. Though, it still re-
quires a level of bravado. 

I am a survivor of a recent family 
road trip. We had a long weekend 
at Lookout Mountain and Chat-
tanooga. The pioneers of old often 
kept journals chronicling their ad-
ventures, so here is an entry in my 
travelogue… 

We departed Sunday afternoon 
for the roughly four-hour drive. I no 

longer trust my beautiful 2011 Hon-
da Pilot on the open road (Honda 
executives, your window to secure a 
sponsorship deal is thinning. Please 
contact my management team be-
fore I’m forced to upgrade.) so I 
borrowed my mother’s new car. It’s a 
tank of automobile with every imag-
inable luxury, making travel easier 
than I thought humanly possible. It 
really makes you feel like you own 
the road, and I drove as such; thus, 
we made excellent time. 

Soon the surroundings so familiar 
to us were gone, and Georgia’s coast-
al plain gave way to Atlanta’s sprawl-
ing urban landscape to foothills and 
then to the mountains. This splen-
dor was lost on my passengers, faces 
down, eyes entranced by the blue 
glow of their devices, comfortably 
nestled into what I can only assume 

is Corinthian leather. 
“Y’all look at that 

skyscraper? See that 
mountain?” I said 
like the bumpkin I 
am from the helm 
of the tank. I was 
answered in small 
grunts of affirmation, 
the best possible re-
action from a gen-
eration that’s always 
had the whole world at 
their fingertips. 

With so much entertainment, 
gone are the days of the pleading 
“Are we there yet?” from the back-
seat. You still get requests for bath-
room breaks, but that’s only after the 
batteries are dead. 

Time at our destination was more 
pleasant, with the family enjoying all 

the attractions of the 
area distraction-free, 
only stopping for the 
occasional photo. It 
was a good couple 
of days, reconnect-
ing without the daily 
grind. 

Pouring rain made 
the return trip a little 
more grueling, but 

the tank was the perfect 
armament for battling 

flooded, in water and cars, down-
town connector. 

Everyone survived, and we’re ready 
to go again.

You can reach Kyle Dominy at 
k.l.dominy@gmail.com or write to 
115 S. Jefferson Street Dublin, Ga. 
31021. 

Tips for getting your garden ready for spring
GARDENING 

As winter fades and tem-
peratures rise, now is 
the perfect time to start 

preparing your spring garden. 
Proper planning and early ac-
tion can make a significant dif-
ference in the health and pro-
ductivity of your plants. As your 
local County Extension Agent, 
I often get questions about the 
best way to get started. Follow-
ing a few key steps will set you up 
for a successful growing season.

The first and most important step is soil  
testing. A simple soil test, available through 
your local UGA Extension office, will provide 
essential information about pH levels and nu-
trient needs. Many gardens in Georgia benefit 

from adding lime to adjust soil 
acidity and fertilizers to replen-
ish nutrients. Amending your 
soil with compost or organic 
matter will also improve struc-
ture and fertility.

Garden planning is equally 
important. Early spring is the 
perfect time to plant cool-sea-
son vegetables such as carrots, 
collards, lettuce, spinach, and 

radishes. Meanwhile, warm-sea-
son crops like tomatoes, peppers, 

and eggplants should be started indoors about 
six to eight weeks before the last frost to give 
them a head start. A well-thought-out garden 
layout helps maximize space, improve airflow, 
and reduce disease pressure.

Before planting, ensure your garden beds 
are properly prepared. Tilling or turning the 
soil to a depth of 12 to 15 inches helps aerate 
the soil and control pests. Raised beds are a 
great option for improving drainage and soil 
warmth, especially in heavy clay soils common 
in Georgia. If using last year’s beds, remove 
weeds and old plant debris to minimize pest 
and disease issues.

Irrigation planning is another crucial step. 
A consistent watering schedule of about 1 
to 1.5 inches per week encourages deep root 
growth. Drip irrigation or soaker hoses are 
efficient ways to water plants while minimiz-
ing evaporation and disease risk. Mulching 
around plants helps retain moisture and sup-
press weeds.

Finally, take time to inspect and maintain 

your gardening tools. Clean and sharpen prun-
ers, shovels and trowels to ensure they are ready 
for use. Checking your inventory and replacing 
worn-out supplies now will save you time and 
frustration once planting begins.

By following these steps, you can set yourself 
up for a productive and enjoyable gardening 
season. For soil testing, planting recommen-
dations or additional gardening resources, visit 
your local UGA Extension office or check out 
UGA Extension’s gardening publications on-
line. Happy gardening!

Derrick Bowen is the County Extension Coor-
dinator of Bleckley and Twiggs counties for the 
University of Georgia Extension. He received his 
master’s from UGA in plant protection, pest man-
agement and plant pathology.

Kyle Dominy

Derrick Bowen

No warzone for these newlywed Valentines
Ed Grisamore

The Macon Melody

Stephen and Victoria Krysalka have 
been married only four months, so they 
are still on their proverbial honeymoon.

But those who know their backgrounds 
— Victoria was born in Russia and Ste-
phen is a fourth-generation Ukrainian — 
are tempted to pose the obvious question. 

“They ask us: ‘Do y’all fight like they 
do?’’’ Victoria said. “We get that all the 
time. We just say we are proof that the 
Russians and Ukrainians can get along.’’

February marks the 11th year since the 
beginning of the Russo-Ukrainian War. 
Three years ago this month, Russia’s in-
vasion of Ukraine escalated into Europe’s 
biggest armed conflict since World War II.

It’s difficult to imagine the Macon new-
lyweds, who are both 31, ever quarreling. 
They are quite the lovebirds. Who knows? 
They could even be used to broker a peace 
deal between the two countries.

“We just pray they can work it out and 
come to love each other like she and I do,’’ 
Stephen said.

Victoria was living in an orphanage in 
southwest Russia when Michael and Jer-
ilyn Leverett adopted her on her sixth 
birthday and swept her away to a new life 
in America. 

That was 25 years ago this year. She ar-
rived in the U.S., appropriately enough, 
on the Fourth of July in 2000.

Victoria was born with a birth defect 
that left her with two toes on her right 
foot, four on her left foot and four fingers 
on each hand. As a child, she underwent 
multiple surgeries, and she now uses a ser-
vice dog, a German shepherd named Bud-
dy, to help with her balance.

Her parents were high school sweet-
hearts and married in 1992. Jerilyn has a 
form of muscular dystrophy and has en-
dured a lifetime of surgeries, braces, casts 
and wheelchairs.

She was uncertain she would be able to 
bear children. Because she and her hus-
band both had careers working with dis-
abled people, they were devoted to adopt-
ing a disabled child. 

Michael is the executive director of Dis-
ability Connections, a non-profit in Ma-
con that assists people with a wide range 
of disabilities by offering community 
resources and opportunities. Jerilyn has 
been a mainstay at Disability Connec-
tions, and Victoria has been working there 
with her parents since 2016.

Stephen has been a mechanic at Walsh 
Honda for the past two years. His mother, 
Myra, died when he was 6, and his father, 
Stephen Jr., died in 2015.

His grandfather, Rev. Stephen Krysalka 
Sr., was a first-generation American whose 
parents immigrated from Ukraine and set-
tled in Pittsburgh. Krysalka and his wife, 
Juanita, proudly flew the Ukrainian flag 
at their Macon home on Riverview Road 
and were active in the Slovic Association 
of Middle Georgia and the Ukrainian As-
sociation of Georgia. The Krysalka fami-
ly also was instrumental in bringing the 
Ukrainian swim team to train in Macon 
in July 1996 for two weeks before the 
Summer Olympics in Atlanta. 

Victoria met Stephen when they were 
students at Macon’s Woodfield Academy. 

Photo courtesy of Victoria Krysalka
Victoria and Stephen Krysalka plan to celebrate their first Valentines Day as a married couple  
by going to see the movie “Wicked.”

See LOVE, page 8
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Emily Jones
WABE

This coverage is made possible through a part-
nership between WABE and Grist, a nonprofit 
environmental media organization.

Some Georgia state legislators are again try-
ing to revive a state office to advocate for util-
ity customers. A similar effort passed the state 
Senate last year but floundered in the House.

Most states have a consumer utility coun-
sel, or CUC, who represents the interests of 
utility customers before state and federal reg-
ulators and in courts. Georgia used to, until 
budget cuts during the 2008 financial crisis.

A bipartisan group of two dozen senators, 
led by Republican Chuck Hufstetler of Rome, 
is sponsoring a bill to revive it. The measure 
passed the Senate Regulated Industries and 
Utilities Committee this week.

“Forty-six states have seen the wisdom of 
having an independent person looking out 
for the consumer that has legal standing,” said 
Hufstetler in a hearing before that vote.

Currently, a group of staff at the Georgia 

Public Service Commission is tasked with 
public interest advocacy, and PSC officials  
have argued that’s sufficient. The five PSC 
commissioners are directly elected by voters, 
and agency representatives have argued that 
provides another layer of accountability to 
consumers – though no elections have been 
held for several years because of legal chal-
lenges.

“We’re not opposed to [the CUC],” said 
PSC director of utilities Tom Bond in this 
week’s Senate committee hearing. “We just 
think it’s redundant.”

But critics disagree that the PSC advocacy 
staff is doing enough to protect consumers, 
pointing to repeated rate hikes for Georgia 
Power electric customers in recent years. 

The CUC’s purview would also extend be-
yond the PSC, which deals primarily with the 
state’s largest electric utility, Georgia Power, 
as well as landline telephones and natural gas. 
The proposed CUC office would have legal 
standing to represent customers of any public 
utility before federal regulators and in courts.

Another bill this session also aims to protect 
electric utility customers, specifically from the 

costs of building new infrastructure to power 
data centers. Again sponsored by Hufstetler, 
the bill prohibits those costs from being ap-
plied to the power rates of ordinary residents 
and small businesses. It reinforces steps al-
ready taken by the PSC to prevent that kind 
of cost shift, though unlike the new billing 
rules approved by the commission, the bill 

singles out data centers.
Both the bill and the commission’s new rules 

deal only with Georgia Power, not with oth-
er electricity providers that new data centers 
could choose to contract with, like munici-
pal utilities and electric membership cooper-
atives. Consumer advocates have argued those 
utilities’ customers need protections as well.

Bipartisan effort to revive state office to advocate for utility customers

Georgia lawmakers advance 
tax breaks to offset hurricane  
damage for timberland owners

Jill Nolin
Georgia Recorder

A pair of hurricane-related tax relief bills 
largely aimed at helping farmers and timberland 
owners easily cleared both chambers Tuesday as 
lawmakers cobble together proposals meant to 
aid the hardest-hit areas of Georgia.

A House measure would create a $200 mil-
lion program that would allow timberland 
owners to recover some of their losses through 
a tax credit – but only if they replant. This is 
like a program set up in the wake of Hurricane 
Michael in 2018. 

That proposal would also waive the income 
tax on federal disaster payments or crop insur-
ance proceeds tied to Hurricane Helene, which 
devastated communities along the eastern side 
of the state and killed 34 people. And it would 
suspend the sales tax on materials to repair or 
replace livestock barns, greenhouses and other 
farm structures.  

“I have the first of what I hope to be many 
bills seeking to help in the relief of Hurricane 
Helene’s damage,” said Rep. James Burchett, a 
Waycross Republican.

Hurricane Helene caused an estimated $5.5 
billion in damage to the state’s agriculture in-
dustry. The state is also in line to receive federal 
aid through a congressional package passed late 
last year.

Over in the Senate, lawmakers passed a com-
panion bill that would lift the tax normally 
paid on timber that was harvested late last year 
through the rest of 2025 for dozens of counties. 
And it creates a grant program for local gov-
ernments that would otherwise be missing out 
on an important revenue stream in some rural 
communities.  

To illustrate the toll the storm had on the 
forestry industry, the bill’s sponsor, Cogdell Re-

publican Sen. Russ Goodman, said timber that 
would usually sell for about $25 per ton is go-
ing for as little as 50 cents.

“What this bill is going to do is it’s going 
to help those that have seen their timber de-
stroyed, people’s retirements, their children’s 
college fund,” he said. “And it’s also going 
to help the communities who have been hit 
with this hurricane, who are going to see such 
a huge loss of revenue in rural counties like 
mine.”

Democrats in both chambers supported the 
bills but also pressed the sponsors for a reaction 
to the Trump administration’s recent decision 
to deny Gov. Brian Kemp’s request to extend 
the deadline for local governments to apply for 
federal disaster assistance.

Sen. Nikki Merritt, a Grayson Democrat, 
blasted the Trump administration’s conclusion 
that the extension was “not warranted.”

“Tell that to the families who lost their homes. 
Tell it to the local officials who are scrambling 
to cover costs. Tell it to every Georgian who 
believes in fairness, in the principle in times of 
need, that the federal government should step 
up and not step back,” Merritt said. 

Goodman said he encouraged the state’s con-
gressional delegation to push for the extension 
but also said state lawmakers also have to focus 
on what they can control. 

“It’s our job to do what we can within this 
chamber, within the power that we have,” 
Goodman said. “And I think that’s what this 
bill does. It shows that we’re in good faith do-
ing what we can to help our fellow Georgians.”

The governor and lawmakers are also tapping 
the budget to aid in the recovery. This year’s 
budget has been revised to include $811 mil-
lion in hurricane-related spending, and that 
number could continue to grow as the Senate 
makes its changes to the spending plan. 

Grant Blankenship / GPB News
Discarded stumps and roots, right, and a load of salvaged timber in a Treutlen County pine stand  
damaged by Hurricane Helene. 

NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION
TO THE QUALIFIED VOTERS OF THE BLECKLEY COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT:

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on March 18, 2025, an election will be held at the 
regular polling places in all the election districts of Bleckley County, at which time there will be
submitted to the qualified voters of Bleckley County for their determination the following question:

All qualified voters desiring to vote in favor of continuing the one percent (1%) sales and use 
tax for education currently in effect (the “ ”) shall vote “Yes” and all qualified 
voters opposed to continuing the Sales Tax for Education shall vote “No”. If more than one-half of the 
votes cast are in favor of continuing the Sales Tax for Education then the Sales Tax for Education shall 
be continued beginning July 1, 2027, or the first day of the calendar quarter immediately following the 
quarter in which the Sales Tax for Education now in effect is terminated. The maximum period of time
for which the Sales Tax for Education shall be re-imposed shall be twenty consecutive calendar quarters.

The maximum cost of the capital outlay projects for educational purposes described in the 
above ballot question to be funded with Sales Tax for Education proceeds, including interest, 
capitalized interest, principal, and costs of issuance on general obligation debt (including previously 
incurred debt) to be paid, shall be $16,600,000. To the extent available, the Bleckley County School
District may combine available funds from any state or federal governmental source to which the 
Bleckley County School District may be entitled to pay the costs of its capital outlay projects, and it 
may choose what capital outlay projects to undertake or not undertake or to delay until additional 
funding is available to the extent that the proceeds of the Sales Tax for Education and general 
obligation debt are insufficient to complete any of the capital outlay projects.

Plans and specifications for the capital outlay projects described in the above ballot question 
have not been initiated and bids have not been received. Depending upon acquisition and construction
costs and available funds, the Bleckley County Board of Education may add to, modify, or delete 
specific projects.

If the Sales Tax for Education is to be reimposed, the Bleckley County School District may 
issue general obligation debt in an aggregate principal amount not to exceed $3,000,000. The proceeds 
from such general obligation debt, if issued, shall be used to fund all or a portion of the above-
described capital outlay projects. The maximum rate or rates of interest on such debt shall not exceed 
six percent (6.00%) per annum and the maximum amount of principal to be paid in each year during 
the life of the debt shall be as follows:

The School District may issue general obligation debt in an aggregate amount that is less than 
$3,000,000 and reduce the principal amounts maturing that are shown above. The debt shall be 
repayable from the proceeds of the Sales Tax for Education. The debt may be issued in one or more 
series, and on one or more dates of issuance as the School District may approve; provided, however, 
that the aggregate principal amount of such debt shall not exceed $3,000,000. The debt may be made 
subject to redemption prior to maturity, to the extent permitted by law, upon terms and conditions to 
be determined by the School District. 

The principal and interest on the Debt shall be secured by the proceeds of the sales and use 
tax and shall be payable in lawful money of the United States of America at a paying agent bank that
will be designated by the Bleckley County School District prior to the issuance of the debt.

Any brochures, listings, or other advertisements issued by the Bleckley County School District 
or by any other person, firm, corporation, or association with the knowledge and consent of the 
Bleckley County School District shall be deemed to be a statement of intention of the Bleckley County 
School District concerning the use of the proceeds of the Bonds.

All persons who are not registered to vote and who desire to register to vote in the special 
election may register to vote through the close of business on February 18, 2025.

Advance In Person Voting will be held February 24, 2025 – March 14, 2025. Mandatory 
Saturday Early Voting will be held on March 1, 2025, and March 8, 2025. Polls will be open during 
Advance In Person Voting from 8:30 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday. Mandatory 
Saturday Early Voting will occur between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.

Polls will be open from 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m. on Election Day, March 18, 2025. Those 
residents of Bleckley County qualified to vote at such election shall be determined in all respects in 
accordance with the election laws of the State of Georgia. 

This notice is given pursuant to a resolution of the Board of Education of Bleckley County 
and the consent of the Bleckley County Board of Elections and Registration as Election 
Superintendent.

/s/ Shanna Evans
Chairman, Board of Education
of Bleckley County, Georgia

 /s/ Cheryl Ates
Election Supervisor on behalf of the Bleckley County 
Board of Elections and Registration as Election 
Superintendent

( ) NOShall the special 1 percent sales and use tax for education currently in effect 
in Bleckley County be continued for a period of time not to exceed 20 calendar 
quarters and for the raising of not more than $16,600,000 for the purposes of 
acquiring, constructing, repairing, improving, renovating, adding to, extending, 
upgrading, furnishing, or equipping school buildings, support facilities, or 
infrastructure in the Bleckley County School District useful or desirable in 
connection therewith, including acquiring any necessary property or demolition 
thereof, both real and personal, including, but not limited to the following: (1) 
paying all or a portion of the costs of acquiring, constructing, equipping, or 
furnishing school buildings, or educational, support, maintenance, storage, 
physical education, or athletic facilities; (2) adding to, renovating, repairing, 
improving, or equipping existing schools or facilities including, but not limited to, 
vocational or agricultural facilities, gymnasiums, physical education or athletic 
facilities, or HVAC repairs, improvements, or additions (3) acquiring new 
equipment, fixtures, or furnishings for the School District, including, but not 
limited to textbooks, band instruments, computer technology equipment or 
software, interactive boards, safety or security technology, food service equipment, 
tables, desks or chairs, school buses, or other vehicles; (4) acquiring any capital 
property necessary or desirable for the School District, both real or personal (5) 
paying costs of issuing the below described Bonds, paying debt service on the 
Bonds, debt service on the School District’s previously incurred Series 2020 
general obligation bonds; (6) paying expenses incident to any of the foregoing 
purposes; or (7) any combination of the foregoing purposes?

If continuation of the tax is approved by the voters, such vote shall also constitute 
approval of the issuance of general obligation debt of the Bleckley County School 
District in the principal amount of up to $3,000,000, repayable from the proceeds 
of the aforesaid sales and use tax, for the purposes of (a) funding such portions of 
the above projects as may be acquired, constructed, or equipped with the proceeds 
of general obligation debt; (b) paying expenses associated with issuing the bonds; 
(c) paying capitalized interest on the bonds; or (d) any combination of the 
foregoing purposes.

( ) YES

( ) NO

Principal
Amount
$565,000
  585,000
  600,000
  615,000
  635,000

Year
2028
2029
2030
2031
2032
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Legals

Bleckley Co. Legals

C25-016
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-

TORS
RE:  ESTATE OF ROLAN LARRY 
SUMNER, DECEASED
All creditors of the Estate of Rolan Larry 
Sumner, deceased, late of Bleckley 
County, Georgia, are hereby notified to 
render their demands to the undersigned 
according to law, and all persons indebted 
to said Estate are required to make imme-
diate payment to Administrator. 
This 6th day of February, 2025.
David Rolan Sumner, Administrator
203 Berkley Road 
PO Box 605
Cochran, GA 31014

February 13, 20, 27, March 7, 2025

C25-012
This is an attempt to collect a debt and 
any information obtained will be used 
for that purpose.

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER 
GEORGIA, BLECKLEY COUNTY
Under and by virtue of Power of Sale 
contained in Deed to Secure Debt from 
Frank Blackshear, as Trustee of the 
Blackshear Living Trust, UA, to Irish 
Real Estate Guy, LLC, dated February 6, 
2024, filed for record February 6, 2024, 
recorded at Deed Book 477, Page 282, 
Bleckley County, Georgia Records, in the 
original principal amount of $50,500.00. 
Said Security Deed being given to secure 
the obligations of Grantor to Lender as 
set forth in a Promissory Note (“Note”) 
of even date as amended, modified, or 
revised from time to time with interest at 
the rate specified therein, there will be 
sold, by the undersigned at public outcry 
to the highest bidder for cash, before the 
Courthouse Door at BLECKLEY County, 
Georgia, within the legal hours of sale 
on the first Tuesday in March 2025, the 
following described property:

The Land referred to herein below is 
situated in the County of Bleckley, State 
of Georgia, and is described as follows:

That tract of land with dwelling house 
located thereon which has the address of 
239 Ash Street, Cochran, Georgia 31014 
(Tax ID A16 128), in the City of Cochran 
in Land Lot 142 of the 21st Land District 
of Bleckley County, Georgia, as shown 
by plat of survey made by John W. Dye, 
Registered land Surveyor, dated February 
8, 1977, recorded in Plat Book 4, Page 
395, in the Office of the Clerk of Bleckley 
County Superior Court at Cochran, Geor-
gia, particularly described as follows: BE-
GIN AT A POINT marked by a stake on the 
northwest right of way line of Ash Street at 
its intersection with the southwest line of 
a fifteen foot alley or lane and from said 
point of beginning run north 43 degrees 
40 minutes west 210 feet along the south-
west line of said alley to a corner point; 
thence run south 45 degrees west 105 
feet to a corner point marked by a stake; 
thence run south 43 degrees 40 minutes 
east 210 feet along the northeast line of 
lands now or formerly of Patricia A. Brown 
and Randy Levan Brown to a corner point 
marked by a stake on the northwest right 
of way line of Ash Street; and thence run 
north 45 degrees east 105 feet along the 
northwest right of way line of Ash Street 
to the point of beginning. The foregoing 
described tract of land is the same as 
that tract of land conveyed from FRANKL. 
BLACKSHEAR AS TRUSTEE OF 348 
WEST 122nd STREET TRUST to FRANK 
BLACKSHEAR, AS TRUSTEE OF THE 
BLACKSHEAR LIVING TRUST, U/A 
dated July 22, 2021 by Warranty Deed 
dated December 29, 2023, recorded in 
Deed Book 476, Pages 534-535, Bleckley 
County Records.

Said legal description is controlling 
however, the property is commonly 
known as 239 Ash Street, Cochran, 
Georgia 31014.
PARCEL # A16 128

The indebtedness secured by said Secu-
rity Deed has been and is hereby declared 
due because of default under the terms 
of said Security Deed and Note, includ-
ing, but not limited to, the nonpayment 
of the indebtedness as and when due.  
The indebtedness remaining in default, 
this sale will be made for the purpose 
of paying the same, all expenses of the 
sale, including attorneys’ fees and other 
payments provided for under the terms of 
the Security Deed and Note.
Said property will be sold subject to the 
following items which may affect the title 
to said property: all zoning ordinances; 
matters which would be disclosed by 
an accurate survey or by inspection of 
the property; any outstanding taxes, 
including but not limited to, ad valorem 
taxes, which constitute liens upon said 
property; special assessments; and all 
outstanding bills for public utilities which 
constitute liens upon said property; To 
the best of the knowledge and belief of 
the undersigned, the party in possession 
of the property of Frank Blackshear, as 
Trustee of the Blackshear Living Trust, 
UA, and /or tenant(s).
The sale will be conducted subject (1) to 
confirmation that the sale is not prohibited 
under the United States Bankruptcy Code 
and (2) to final confirmation and audit of 
the status of the loan with the holder of 
the Security Deed. Irish Real Estate Guy, 
LLC and its counsel are acting as debt 
collectors.  Any information obtained will 
be used for that purpose.  
Irish Real Estate Guy, LLC as Attor-
ney-in-Fact for Frank Blackshear, 
as Trustee of the Blackshear Living 
Trust, UA

Contact:  Jason Godwin
Godwin Law Group
3985 Steve Reynolds Blvd, Bldg D
Norcross, GA 30093
Phone: 470-427-2683
Email: jgodwin@godwinlawgroup.com

February 6, 13, 20, 27, 2025

C25-014
State of Georgia
County of Bleckley
Notice to Debtors and Creditors
	 All creditors of the Estate of Earl R. 
Arnold, late of Bleckley County, Georgia, 
deceased, are hereby notified to render 
their demands to the undersigned, ac-
cording to law, and all persons indebted 
to said Estate are required to make 
immediate payment to the undersigned.
This 30th day of January, 2025.
Keith Arnold, Executor
c/o Prior Law Firm
1671 Meriweather Drive, Suite 103
Watkinsville, Georgia 30677

February 6, 13, 20, 27, 2025

C25-013
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF 

BLECKLEY COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA
In Re: Cody Prather

Civil Action File No. 2025V-0017SFW

NOTICE OF PETITION TO CHANGE 
NAME

GEORGIA, Bleckley County
Notice is hereby given that Cody Prath-
er, the undersigned, filed his petition to 
the Superior Court of Bleckley County, 
Georgia 
on the 20th day of January, 2025, praying 
for a change in the name of petitioner 
from Cody Prather to Cody Raley. Notice 
is hereby given pursuant to law to any 
interested or affected party to appear in 
said Court to file objections to such name 
change. Objections must be filed with 
said Court within 30 days of the filing of 
said petition.
This 20th day of January, 2025.
/s/ Cody Prather

February 6, 13, 20, 27, 2025

C25-018
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF BLECK-

LEY COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE: ESTATE OF LUCIANA DIXON, 
DECEASED

ESTATE NO. 2025P9
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-

ISTRATION
NOTICE

TO: whom it may concern:
TERESA DIXON DANIELS AND DIANE 
CAROL BOUTWELL have petitioned to 
be appointed administrators of the estate 
of LUCIANA DIXON deceased, of said 
county. (The petitioner has also applied 
for waiver of bond, waiver of reports, 
waiver of statements, and/or grant of 
certain powers contained in O.C.G.A. 
Section 53-12-261.) All interested per-
sons are hereby notified to show cause 
why said petition should not be granted. 
All objections to the petition must be in 
writing, setting forth the grounds of any 
such objections, and must be filed with 
the Court on or before March 27, 2025.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. 
If no objections are filed, the petition may 
be granted without a hearing.
Jonathan R. Fordham
Judge of the Probate Court

February 20, 27, March 6, 13, 2025

C25-010
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF BLECK-

LEY COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE: ESTATE OF SUE ELLEN 
BUSH, DECEASED

ESTATE NO. 2025P1
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-

ISTRATION
NOTICE

TO: whom it may concern:
LAURA SUZANNE WRIGHT has peti-
tioned to be appointed administrator of 
the estate of SUE ELLEN BUSH de-
ceased, of said county. (The petitioner 
has also applied for waiver of bond, 
waiver of statements, waiver of reports, 
and/or grant of certain powers contained 
in O.C.G.A 53-12-261.) All interested per-
sons are hereby notified to show cause 
why said petition should not be granted. 
All objections to the petition must be in 
writing, setting forth the grounds of any 
such objections, and must be filed with 
the Court on or before March 3, 2025.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. 
If no objections are filed, the petition may 
be granted without a hearing.
Jonathan R. Fordham
Judge of the Probate Court
112 Second Street
Cochran, GA 31014
478-934-3200 Ext. 4

January 30, February 6, 13, 20, 2025

C25-015
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF BLECK-

LEY COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE: ESTATE OF RICHARD OLIVER 
BOYD, JR., DECEASED
ESTATE NO. 2024P91

PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-
ISTRATION

NOTICE
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
Colt Richard Boyd has petitioned to be 
appointed Administrator of the Estate 
of RICHARD OLIVER BOYD, JR., de-
ceased, of Bleckley County. (The peti-
tioner has also applied for waiver of bond, 
waiver of reports, and/or grant of certain 
powers contained in O.C.G.A. Section 53-
12-261.) All interested parties are hereby 
notified to show cause why said Petition 
should not be granted. All objections to 
the Petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections, 
and must be filed with the Court on or 
before March 10, 2025.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. 
If no objections are filed, the petition may 
be granted without a hearing.
Jonathan R. Fordham
Judge of the Probate Court
Bleckley County Probate Court
112 North Second Street
Cochran, GA 31014
478-934-3200 Ext. 4

February 6, 13, 20, 27, 2025

C25-011
PROBATE COURT OF BLECKLEY 

COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

In Re: ESTATE OF
MARY MAGDALENE CHEEK POWELL,
Deceased
Estate No. 2025P2
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-

ISTRATION
NOTICE

TO: All interested persons: Billy W. Powell 
has petitioned to be appointed adminis-
trator of the Estate of Mary Magdalene 
Cheek Powell, deceased, of said County. 
The Petitioner have also applied for waiv-
er of bond, and/or grant of certain powers 
contained in O.C.G.A. Section 53-12-264. 
All interested parties are hereby notified 
to show cause why said petition should 
not be granted. All objections to the Pe-
tition must be in writing, setting forth the 
grounds of any such objections, and must 
be filed with the Court on or before Feb-
ruary 26, 2025. All pleadings/objections 
must be signed before a notary public or 
before a probate court clerk, and filing 
fees must be tendered with your plead-
ings/objections, unless you qualify to file 
as an indigent party. Contact Probate 
Court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. 
If no objections are filed, the petition may 
be granted without a hearing.
/s/ Jonathan R. Fordham, Probate Judge

Joseph I. Marchant, LLC
Attorney at Law
Post Office Box 4218
Eastman, GA 31023
478/374-1505

January 30, February 6, 13, 20, 2025

Twiggs Co. Legals

T25-008
Republican Party to Hold Caucus and 

County Convention
On Tuesday, March 22, 2025, at 9:00 
AM, the Twiggs County Republican Party 
will convene Precinct Caucuses to elect 
Delegates and Alternate Delegates to the 
Twiggs County Republican Party Conven-
tion. The County Convention will convene 
at 10:00AM on March 22, 2025, at the 
same location for the purpose of electing 
county party officers and Delegates and 
Alternates to the Congressional District 
Convention and the State Convention. 
Additionally, the Convention will conduct 
all other business as necessary. 
Both the Precinct Caucuses and County 
Convention will be held at 17713 US Hwy 
80, Jeffersonville, Georgia. 
All Twiggs County residents who are 
legally registered to vote and believe in 
the principles of the Republican Party 
are urged to participate in this process. 
The 8th Congressional District Conven-
tion will convene at 10:00 AM on Satur-
day, April 19, 2025, at The Hawkinsville 
Opera House, 42 S Lumpkin St, Hawkins-
ville, GA 31036. The District Convention 
will be electing officers for the district and 
State Committee members for the next 
biennial. Delegates and Alternates will be 
required to pay a fee, which is to cover 
the cost of the Convention. 
The Georgia Republican Party State Con-
vention will convene on June 6, 2025 in 
Dalton (Whitfield County), GA. and will be 
electing officers for the district and State 
Committee members for the next biennial. 
Delegates and Alternates will be required 
to pay a fee, which is to cover the cost of 
the Convention.
Delegates and Alternates to the District 
and State Conventions will be required 
to pay a fee, which is to cover the cost 
of the Convention. 
For further information contact Emmitt 
Sherling, Chairman of the Twiggs County 
Republican Party, at 478-365-5146.

February 20, 2025

T25-010
TRADE NAME REGISTRATION

STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF TWIGGS
The undersigned hereby certifies that 
they are conducting a business in the City 
of Jeffersonville, County of Twiggs, State 
of Georgia, under the name:

Academy Sports + Outdoors
and the nature of the business is:
Sporting goods and outdoor recreation-

al products retailer
and that said business is composed of 
the following partnership:

Academy, Ltd., 1800 N. Mason Road, 
Katy, TX 77449

February 20, 27, 2025

T25-009
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-

TORS
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF TWIGGS
IN RE: IRIS FRANCINE JEFFREY, 
DECEASED
All debtors/creditors of the Estate of Iris 
Francine Jeffrey, deceased, of Twiggs 
County, are hereby notified to render their 
demands to the undersigned according 
to law, and all persons indebted to said 
estate are required to make immediate 
payment to the undersigned.
This 11th day of February , 2025.
Ivy Elise Webb
5646 Bullard Road
Dry Branch, GA 31020

February 20, 27, March 6, 13, 2025

T25-006
STATE OF GEORGIA 
COUNTY OF TWIGGS

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER

Under and by virtue of the power of sale 
granted by THOMAS WEBBER and 
SHELTON DAVISSON, as grantors, to 
BATTLE LUMBER CO., INC., as grantee, 
in that certain Deed to Secure Debt dated 
December 19, 2022, and recorded in the 
Office of the Clerk of the Superior Court 
of Twiggs County, Georgia, on December 
21, 2022, in Deed Book 11A, Page(s) 
677, et seq. (the “Deed to Sure Debt”), 
BATTLE LUMBER CO., INC. will offer 
for sale at public outcry before the Court-
house Door, in Twiggs County, Georgia, 
within the legal hours of sale on March 
4, 2025, for CASH to the highest bidder, 
the purchaser paying the transfer tax, all 
costs of preparing and recording a deed 
of conveyance, ad valorem taxes and all 
other assessments or liens against the 
property, if any, the following-described 
property, to-wit: 
SEE “EXHIBIT A” ATTACHED HERETO
The above-referenced Deed to Secure 
Debt was given to secure an indebted-
ness evidenced by the following: Prom-
issory Note from THOMAS WEBBER and 
SHELTON DAVISSON (“Borrower”) in the 
original principal amount of $278,158.50 
payable to the order of BATTLE LUMBER 
CO., INC. dated December 19, 2022 (the 
“Promissory Note”), all with interest there-
on, and also any renewals, extensions, or 
modifications of any such indebtedness in 
whole or in part and all future advances 
that were made by BATTLE LUMBER 
CO., INC. 

The indebtedness secured by said Deed 
to Secure Debt has been and is again de-
clared due and payable in full because of, 
among other events of default, the failure 
of Borrower to make payments when due 
in the manner provided in the Promissory 
Note and the fact that the Promissory 
Note has matured. The indebtedness 
remaining in default, the sale will be 
made for the purpose of applying the 
proceeds thereof to the payment of the 
indebtedness secured by the said Deed 
to Secure Debt, accrued interest thereon, 
expenses of the sale, attorneys’ fees (no-
tice of intention to collect attorneys’ fees 
having been given) and all other sums 
secured by the Deed to Secure Debt, and 
the remainder, if any, shall be applied as 
provided by said Deed to Secure Debt 
and by law. 
To the best of the undersigned’s knowl-
edge and belief, the property described 
on “Exhibit A” is in the possession of 
THOMAS WEBBER and SHELTON 
DAVISSON, or a tenant or tenants. Said 
property will be sold as the property 
of THOMAS WEBBER and SHELTON 
DAVISSON and subject to any outstand-
ing ad valorem taxes (including taxes 
which are a lien, but are not yet due 
and payable), any matters which might 
be disclosed by an accurate survey and 
inspection of the property, any assess-
ments, zoning ordinances, covenants, all 
liens, encumbrances, easements, restric-
tions or other matters of record that may 
have priority over said Deed to Secure 
Debt, if any. The sale will be conducted 
subject (1) to confirmation that the sale is 
not prohibited under the U. S. Bankruptcy 
Code, and (2) to final confirmation and 
audit of the status of the Loan with the 
holder of the Deed to Secure Debt. 

In compliance with Official Code of 
Georgia Section 44-124-162.2, Grantee 
hereby states that the entity and individu-
al with full authority to negotiate, amend, 
and modify all terms of the Deed to Se-
cure Debt with the debtor are BATTLE 
LUMBER CO., INC., Attn: Craig Miller, 
P.O. Box 1147, 
Wadley, GA 30477; Telephone: (478) 252-
5210. However, this statement does not 
imply that BATTLE LUMBER CO., INC. 
will in fact agree to negotiate, amend and 
modify the terms of the Deed to Secure 
Debt.   Charles W. Wills, WILLS LAW 
FIRM, LLC, PO BOX 1620, THOMSON, 
GA 30824, Tel:  706-595-8100.  

“EXHIBIT A”

All that tract or parcel of land situate, 
lying and being in Land Lot 1, 2 and 3 of 
the 25th Land District of Twiggs County, 
Georgia, being known and distinguished 
as Tract No. 2, containing 204.41 acres, 
more or less, according to that particular 
plat of survey prepared by Byron L. Farm-
er, Georgia Registered Land Surveyor, 
dated May 20, 2013 and recorded in Plat 
Book 10, Page 962, Clerk’s Office, Twiggs 
Superior Court, which said plat is by this 
reference thereto incorporated herein 
for the purpose of a more particular and 
accurate description of said Tract No. 2 
hereby conveyed.

While vacant, said property is known by 
Tax/Map Parcel No. T081 002 according 
to the Twiggs County Tax Commissioners 
Office.

The property hereinabove described 
and conveyed is the same and identical 
property conveyed to Battle Lumber Co., 
Inc. by Allen Family Holdings, LLLP by 
Limited Warranty Deed dated September 
11, 2013 and recorded in Deed Book 
9-J, Page 771, Clerk’s Office, Twiggs 
Superior Court.

THE ABOVE DESCRIBED PROPERTY 
IS CONVEYED SUBJECT TO, Applica-
tion and Questionnaire for Current Use 
Assessment of Bona Fide Agricultural 
Property beginning January 1, 2017 and 
ending December 31, 2026 and being 
recorded in Deed Book 10-A, Page 519, 
Clerk’s Office, Twiggs Superior Court.

Said tract of land is conveyed subject to 
that easement in favor of Georgia Power 
Corporation dated January 4, 1967, which 
is recorded in Deed Book S, page 495, 
Clerk’s Office, Twiggs County Superior 
Court, and that particular underground 
easement in favor of the Municipal 
Gas Authority of Georgia dated June 8, 
1995, which is recorded in Deed Book 
4X, page 166, Clerk’s Office, Twiggs 
Superior Court.

This conveyance is made subject to all 
zoning ordinances, conditions, ease-
ments, restrictions and covenants of 
record.

Reference is hereby made to the above 
described plat and deed for the purpose 
of a more particular and accurate descrip-
tion of the property hereby conveyed.

February 6, 13, 20, 27, 2025

T25-005
NOTICE TO DEBTORS AND CREDI-

TORS
IN RE: ESTATE OF SHEROL RENEA 
BLACKSHEAR
All creditors of the estate of Sherol Renea 
Blackshear late of Twiggs County, de-
ceased, are hereby notified to render their 
demands to the undersigned according to 
law, and all persons indebted to law, and 
all persons indebted to said estate are 
required to make immediate payment.
This 29th day of January, 2025.
Shalyssia Meonta Blackshear, Admin-
istrator
406 Cherry St, Danville, GA 31017
Sammy D. Hall Jr., Attorney for Petitioner
PO Box 1057 Macon, GA 31202-1057

The Twiggs County Board of Commissioners is seeking a qualified individual for the position of 
.

The  is responsible for operating commercial vehicles and 
performing manual labor to support the maintenance and repair of county roads and infrastructure. 
This position involves driving and operating 

, as well as assisting with general road maintenance duties such as grading, debris 
removal, and drainage system repairs. Work is performed under the direction of the Road 
Department Supervisor.

The following duties are representative of the work required for this job. These are not to be 
construed as exclusive or all-inclusive. Other duties may be assigned.

° Operates , including 
 to transport materials, equipment, and debris.

° Assists in  by hauling gravel, asphalt, and 
other materials.
° Loads and unloads .
° Assists with the 

.
° Performs , including 

.
° Operates , such as chainsaws, 
compactors, and weed trimmers.
° Flags traffic and ensures proper .
° Performs  on trucks and equipment to ensure 
they are in good working condition.
° Assists in , including removing 
downed trees and debris from roads.
° Maintains records of  as required.

The Laborer/CDL Truck Driver must be knowledgeable in the following areas:

° Safe operation of .
° Road maintenance techniques, including 

.
° Knowledge of .
° Ability to perform 

.
° Basic mechanical skills to perform  on 
vehicles.
° Strong attention to  and traffic control methods.
° Ability to .

°
.

° At least  operating commercial trucks and performing 
manual labor.
° Must be able to lift  and perform strenuous physical labor.
° High school diploma or GED preferred but not required.

° Must be available for  as 
needed.
° Must pass a 

.

The 
will review applications and conduct the initial screening for this position.

The position will remain . Interested candidates should submit the following 
materials :

°  (available at the Twiggs County Road Department, Board of 
Commissioners’ office, or online at www.twiggscounty.us under the  tab)
°

Mail or email application materials to:

Attn: Wilmarie Liz
P.O. Box 202
Jeffersonville, GA 31044

 wliz@twiggscounty.us

∞ .
∞ Only  will be contacted for an interview.
∞ Twiggs County reserves the right to reject any or all applications, including those received 
after the deadline.

Twiggs County is an .
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W25-013
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 

WILKINSON COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE: ESTATE OF JACK HAROLD 
UPSHAW, SR., DECEASED

ESTATE NO. 250
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-

ISTRATION 
NOTICE

TO: Edward Travis Gall, Steven Dob-
son, Debra Elaine Gall and to whom it 
may concern:
Debra Elaine Gall has petitioned to be 
appointed administrator of the estate 
of Edward Nicholson Gall, deceased, 
of said county. (The petitioner has also 
applied for waiver of bond, waiver of 
reports, waiver of statements, and/or 
grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A. 53-12-261.) All interested per-
sons are hereby notified to show cause 
why said petition should not be granted. 
All objections to the petition must be in 
writing, setting forth the grounds of any 
such objections, and must be filed with 
the Court on or before March 10, 2025.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. 
If no objections are filed, the petition may 
be granted without a hearing.
Sarah A. Holder
Judge of the Probate Court
BY: Bradasia A. Mims
Clerk of the Probate Court
Wilkinson County Probate Court
100 Bacon Street
Irwinton, GA 31042
478-946-2222

February 13, 20, 27, March 6, 2025

W25-009
STATE OF GEORGIA
COUNTY OF WILKINSON

NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER

Pursuant to the power of sale contained in 
the Security Deed executed by THOMAS 
E. RYALS to THE CIT GROUP/SALES 
FINANCING, INC. in the original principal 
amount of $91,922.00 dated January 2, 
1998, and recorded in Deed Book 235, 
Page 221, Wilkinson County records, 
said Security Deed being last transferred 
to U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION, AS TRUSTEE, FOR LEHMAN 
ABS MANUFACTURED HOUSING 
CONTRACT SENIOR/SUBORDINATE 
ASSET-BACKED CERTIFICATE TRUST, 
SERIES 2001-B in Deed Book 416, Page 
882, Wilkinson County records, the 
undersigned will sell at public outcry to 
the highest bidder for cash, before the 
Courthouse door in said County, or at 
such other place as lawfully designated, 
within the legal hours of sale, on March 
04, 2025, the property in said Security 
Deed and described as follows:

ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND 
SITUATE, LYING AND BEING IN LAND 
LOT 189 OF THE 23RD LAND DISTRICT 
OF WILKINSON COUNTY, GEORGIA, 
BEING
KNOWN AND DESIGNATED AS TRACT 
6, CONTAINING 4.21 ACRES, MORE OR 
JESS, AND TRACT 8, CONTAINING 3.27 
ACRES, MORE OR LESS, ACCORDING 
TO A
PLAT OF SURVEY PREPARED BY 
HERBERT B. ORR , DATED MARCH 3, 
1997, OF RECORD IN PLAT BOOK 18, 
PAGE 6, CLERK’S OFFICE, WILKINSON 
SUPERIOR
COURT. SAID PLAT AND THE RECORD-
ED COPY THEREOF ARE HEREBY 
INCORPORATED HEREIN BY REFER-
ENCE FOR ALL PURPOSES.
TOGETHER WITH 1998 SKYLINE 
MOBILE HOME SERIAL NUMBER 
8U620399KA AND 8U620399KB

THE IMPROVEMENTS THEREON 
BEING KNOWN AS 3625 OLD MACON 
ROAD, DANVILLE, GEORGIA - 31017.

Said property being known as: 3625 OLD 
MACON RD, DANVILLE, GA 31017

To the best of the undersigned’s knowl-
edge, the party or parties in possession of 
said property is/are THOMAS E. RYALS 
or tenant(s). 

The debt secured by said Security Deed 
has been and is hereby declared due 
and payable because of, among other 
possible events of default, failure to 
pay the indebtedness as provided for in 
the Note and said Security Deed.  The 
debt remaining in default, this sale will 
be made for the purpose of paying the 
same and all expenses of sale, including 
attorney’s fees (notice of intent to collect 
attorney’s fees having been given). 

Said property will be sold subject to the 
following: (1) any outstanding ad valorem 
taxes (including taxes which are a lien, 
whether or not yet due and payable); 
(2) the right of redemption of any taxing 
authority; (3) any matters which might 
be disclosed by an accurate survey and 
inspection of the property; and (4) any as-
sessments, liens, encumbrances, zoning 
ordinances, restrictions, covenants, and 
matters of record superior to the Security 
Deed first set out above.

Said sale will be conducted subject to the 
following: (1) confirmation that the sale is 
not prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Code; and (2) final confirmation and audit 
of the status of the loan with the holder of 
the Security Deed.

The name, address, and telephone num-
ber of the individual or entity who has full 
authority to negotiate, amend, and modify 
all terms of the mortgage is as follows:

NEWREZ LLC D/B/A Shellpoint Mortgage 
Servicing
75 Beattie Place, Suite 300
Greenville , SC 29601
866-825-2174

Note that pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 44-14-
162.2, the above individual or entity is not 
required by law to negotiate, amend, or 
modify the terms of the mortgage. 

THIS LAW FIRM IS ACTING AS A DEBT 
COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COL-
LECT A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED MAY BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE.

U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, 
AS TRUSTEE, FOR LEHMAN ABS 
MANUFACTURED HOUSING CON-
TRACT SENIOR/SUBORDINATE AS-
SET-BACKED CERTIFICATE TRUST, 
SERIES 2001-B,
as Attorney-in-Fact for
THOMAS E. RYALS

Robertson, Anschutz, Schneid, Crane & 
Partners, PLLC
13010 Morris Rd., Suite 450
Alpharetta, GA 30004
Phone: 470-321-7112
Firm File No. 24-266936 - KaK

February 6, 13, 20, 27, 2025

W25-016

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
WILKINSON COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE: ESTATE OF MARJORIE ANN 
YOUNG, DECEASED

ESTATE NO. 249
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-

ISTRATION 
NOTICE

TO: BEN EUGENE PAYNE and to whom 
it may concern:
BEN EUGENE PAYNE has petitioned to 
be appointed administrator of the estate 
of MARJORIE ANN YOUNG, deceased, 
of said county. (The petitioner has also 
applied for waiver of bond, waiver of 
reports, waiver of statements, and/or 
grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A. 53-12-261.) All interested per-
sons are hereby notified to show cause 
why said petition should not be granted. 
All objections to the petition must be in 
writing, setting forth the grounds of any 
such objections, and must be filed with 
the Court on or before March 17, 2025.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. 
If no objections are filed, the petition may 
be granted without a hearing.
Sarah A. Holder
Judge of the Probate Court
BY: Bradasia A. Mims
Clerk of the Probate Court
Wilkinson County Probate Court
100 Bacon Street
Irwinton, GA 31042
478-946-2222

February 20, 27, March 6, 13, 2025

W25-010
NOTICE OF SALE UNDER POWER, 
WILKINSON COUNTY
Pursuant to the Power of Sale contained 
in a Security Deed given by Johnny T. 
Williams and Sharon Hayes-Williams 
to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as grantee, as nominee 
for Nationstar Mortgage LLC d/b/a Mr. 
Cooper, its successors and assigns dated 
12/28/2017 and recorded in Deed Book 
377 Page 750 Wilkinson County, Georgia 
records; as last transferred to or acquired 
by Select Portfolio Servicing, Inc., con-
veying the after-described property to 
secure a Note in the original principal 
amount of $186,000.00, with interest at 
the rate specified therein, there will be 
sold by the undersigned at public outcry 
to the highest bidder for cash before the 
Courthouse door of Wilkinson County, 
Georgia (or such other area as designat-
ed by Order of the Superior Court of said 
county), within the legal hours of sale on 
March 4, 2025 (being the first Tuesday 
of said month unless said date falls on 
a Federal Holiday, in which case being 
the first Wednesday of said month), the 
following described property:
The land hereinafter referred to is sit-
uated in the City of Irwinton, County of 
Wilkinson, State of GA, and is described 
as follows:

All that tract or parcel of land situate, 
lying and being In Land Lot #77 of the 
4th Land District and 327th G.M. District 
of Wilkinson County, Georgia, containing 
Ten and Four hundredths (10.04) Acres, 
more or less, and being more particularly 
described and delineated on a plat of 
survey by Frank R. Eady, Jr., dated June 
24, 1990, of record In Plat Book 14, 
Page 177, In the Office of the Clerk of 
the Superior Court of Wilkinson County, 
Georgia, said plat and its record by refer-
ence being incorporated herein as a part 
of this description. Said tract being now 
or formerly bounded as follows: North by 
the right-of-way of Bethel Church Road, 
lands of Cecil A. Ward and Mary G. Ward, 
lands of Laverne Symonds, and lands of 
Wilkinson County Board of Education: 
East by lands of Paul Bacon; South by 
lands of Newton Anderson; West by lands 
Newton Anderson.
Being the same property conveyed from 
Ruby I. Ward to Johnny T. Williams and 
Sharon Hayes-Williams by deed dated 
July 15, 1999 and recorded July 19, 1999 
in Book 246 Page 757 of official records.
The debt secured by said Security Deed 
has been and is hereby declared due 
because of, among other possible events 
of default, failure to pay the indebtedness 
as and when due and in the manner pro-
vided in the Note and Security Deed. The 
debt remaining in default, this sale will be 
made for the purpose of paying the same 
and all expenses of this sale, as provided 
in the Security Deed and by law, including 
attorney’s fees (notice of intent to collect 
attorney’s fees having been given).
Said property is commonly known as 465 
Lavender Road, Irwinton, GA 31042 
together with all fixtures and personal 
property attached to and constituting a 
part of said property, if any. To the best 
knowledge and belief of the undersigned, 
the party (or parties) in possession of the 
subject property is (are): Estate and/or 
Heirs to Johnny T. Williams and Sharon 
HayesWilliams or tenant or tenants.

Select Portfolio Servicing, Inc. is the entity 
or individual designated, who shall have 
full authority to negotiate, amend and 
modify all terms of the mortgage.
Select Portfolio Servicing, Inc. Loan Res-
olution Department 3217 South Decker 
Lake Drive Salt Lake City, UT 84119 
(888) 818-6032
Note, however, that such entity or indi-
vidual is not required by law to negotiate, 
amend or modify the terms of the loan.

Said property will be sold subject to: 
(a) any outstanding ad valorem taxes 
(including taxes which are a lien, but not 
yet due and payable), (b) unpaid water 
or sewage bills that constitute a lien 
against the property whether due and 
payable or not yet due and payable and 
which may not be of record, (c) the right 
of redemption of any taxing authority, (d) 
any matters which might be disclosed 
by an accurate survey and inspection of 
the property, and (e) any assessments, 
liens, encumbrances, zoning ordinances, 
restrictions, covenants, and matters of 
record superior to the Security Deed first 
set out above.
The sale will be conducted subject to (1) 
confirmation that the sale is not prohibited 
under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code; and (2) 
final confirmation and audit of the status 
of the loan with the holder of the Secu-
rity Deed. Pursuant to O.C.G.A. Section 
9-13-172.1, which allows for certain 
procedures regarding the rescission of 
judicial and non-judicial sales in the State 
of Georgia, the Deed Under Power and 
other foreclosure documents may not 
be provided until final confirmation and 
audit of the status of the loan as provided 
immediately above.
Select Portfolio Servicing, Inc. as agent 
and Attorney in Fact for Johnny T. Wil-
liams and Sharon Hayes-Williams
Aldridge Pite, LLP, Six Piedmont Center, 
3525 Piedmont Road, N.E., Suite 700, 
Atlanta, Georgia 30305, (404) 994-7400.
1012-735A
THIS LAW FIRM MAY BE ACTING AS A 
DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO 
COLLECT A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT 
PURPOSE. 1012-735A

February 6, 13, 20, 27, 2025

W25-015
Wilkinson Superior Court
Trade Name Registration

Personally appeared the undersigned 
who on oath deposes and says that:
Paula Dennard, 114 Waverly Drive, Gor-
don, GA 31031
is/are doing business in Wilkinson Coun-
ty, Georgia under the name of:
BM Squared, Limited Holdings
and that the nature of the business to be 
carried on at such address is:
Business and Residential Cleaning 
Service
/s/ Paula Dennard

February 20, 27, 2025

W25-012
NOTICE TO CREDITORS AND DEBT-

ORS
GEORGIA, WILKINSON COUNTY

All creditors of the estate of Jeannette A. 
Davis, deceased, as of late November 
6, 2024, Wilkinson County, Georgia, are 
hereby notified to render in their demands 
to the undersigned, according to law, and 
all persons indebted to said Estate are 
required to make immediate payment to 
the undersigned:
Wilkinson County Probate Court Clerk, 
100 Bacon Street, Irwinton, Georgia 
31042
Tis is the 4th day of February, 2025.
Donald Lewis Roberts, Attorney

February 13, 20, 27, March 6, 2025

W25-011
IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 

WILKINSON COUNTY
STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE: ESTATE OF JACK HAROLD 
UPSHAW, SR., DECEASED

ESTATE NO. 250
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF ADMIN-

ISTRATION 
NOTICE

TO: Deborah Jill Upshaw and to whom 
it may concern:
Deborah Jill Upshaw has petitioned to 
be appointed administrator of the estate 
of Jack Harold Upshaw, Sr., deceased, 
of said county. (The petitioner has also 
applied for waiver of bond, waiver of 
reports, waiver of statements, and/or 
grant of certain powers contained in 
O.C.G.A. 53-12-261.) All interested per-
sons are hereby notified to show cause 
why said petition should not be granted. 
All objections to the petition must be in 
writing, setting forth the grounds of any 
such objections, and must be filed with 
the Court on or before March 3, 2025.
BE NOTIFIED FURTHER: All objections 
to the petition must be in writing, setting 
forth the grounds of any such objections. 
All objections should be sworn to before 
a notary public or before a probate court 
clerk, and filing fees must be tendered 
with your objections, unless you qualify to 
file as an indigent party. Contact probate 
court personnel for the required amount 
of filing fees. If any objections are filed, a 
hearing will be scheduled at a later date. 
If no objections are filed, the petition may 
be granted without a hearing.
Sarah A. Holder
Judge of the Probate Court
BY: Bradasia A. Mims
Clerk of the Probate Court
Wilkinson County Probate Court
100 Bacon Street
Irwinton, GA 31042
478-946-2222

February 6, 13, 20, 27, 2025

The Twiggs County Board of Commissioners is seeking a qualified individual for the position of 
.

The  is responsible for performing manual labor and maintenance tasks to support the 
operations of the Twiggs County Road Department. This position assists in road construction, 
repair, and maintenance, as well as the upkeep of county roads, rights-of-way, and drainage 
systems. Work is performed under the direction of the Road Department Supervisor.

The following duties are representative of the work required for this job. These are not to be 
construed as exclusive or all-inclusive. Other duties may be assigned.

° Performs  in the repair, maintenance, and construction of county roads and 
infrastructure.

° Assists with the 
.

° Operates , such as shovels, rakes, weed 
eaters, chainsaws, and compactors.

° Loads, unloads, and transports materials, tools, and equipment as required for road 
maintenance projects.

° Clears debris, trims vegetation, and assists with storm cleanup on county roads and properties.
° Assists in the , including dump trucks, 

backhoes, and excavators under supervision.
° Flags traffic and ensures work zones are properly marked for public and worker safety.
° Maintains county-owned facilities and properties, including general labor tasks as assigned.
° Follows  to prevent accidents and injuries.

The Laborer must be knowledgeable in the following areas:
° Basic understanding of .
° Safe operation of .
° Ability to perform  for extended periods in 

.
° Ability to follow .
° Knowledge of  and safety measures.
° Ability to communicate effectively with supervisors, co-workers, and the public.

°  preferred, but not required.
° At least  in construction, road maintenance, or a related field 

preferred.
° Must possess a .
° Must be able to lift  and perform strenuous physical labor.

° Must be available for  as needed.
° Must pass a .

The 
will review applications and conduct the initial screening for this position.

The position will remain . Interested candidates should submit the following 
materials :

°  (available at the Twiggs County Road Department, Board of 
Commissioners’ office, or online at www.twiggscounty.us under the  tab)

°

Mail or email application materials to:

Attn: Wilmarie Liz
P.O. Box 202
Jeffersonville, GA 31044

 wliz@twiggscounty.us

° .
° Only  will be contacted for an interview.
° Twiggs County reserves the right to reject any or all applications, including those received 

after the deadline.

Twiggs County is an .

Ocmulgee EMC Announces The Following
Job Opening

Cashier
This is a Full Time Position

Deadline to Apply is:  Friday, February 28th
at 5:00 p.m.

For more information call 478-374-7001 ext. 107.

Job Applications may be obtained from:

Ocmulgee EMC
 5722 Eastman Street, Eastman, GA 31023

Ocmulgee EMC is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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She was 11. He was six months 
younger. In those days, every-
one called him by his middle 
name – Roger – because his 
father and grandfather both 
went by Stephen.

“I always had a crush on 
Victoria,’’ Stephen said. “I 
thought she was sweet and 
beautiful. She was very kind. 
I chased her around on the 
playground.’’

He never caught her.
“I knew he liked me,’’ Vic-

toria said. “He was always 
smiling when he was around 
me. He gave me a Valentine. 
But he was my best friend, 
and I didn’t want to ruin that. 
So we were just friends.’’

Although they never dat-
ed, they stayed in touch, even 
after Victoria left Woodfield 
and was home-schooled. Two 
years ago, she reached out to 
ask if he could help her with 
one of her clients at Disability 
Connections.

After almost 20 years, Cu-
pid’s arrows finally began to 
find their mark.

Their first date was Oct. 
12, 2023. They went to the 
Georgia National Fair in Per-
ry. A week later, he asked if 
she would attend a Halloween 
office party with him.

“I was looking for someone 
who was devoted to God,’’ 
Victoria said. “I knew he had 

a heart of gold. He had been a 
caregiver to his grandparents.’’

Stephen checked all the 
boxes. His grandparents were 
a huge influence on his life. 
Stephen Krysalka Sr. had 
come from a Catholic fam-
ily before his parents began 
attending the Ukrainian Or-
thodox Church in Pittsburgh, 
and his mother had hoped he 
would become a priest.

During World War II, he 
was sent to Camp Wheeler in 
Macon,   where he met Juan-
ita. After the war, he became 
a Baptist preacher, serving 
more than a half-century in 
the ministry. He was ordained 
in 1950 at East Side Baptist 
on Church Street in Macon. 
Juanita was a pastor’s wife 
for 53 years, teaching Sun-
day School and singing in the 
choir. She died in 2014. Her 
husband was 101 when he 
passed away in 2019.

Victoria had strong church 
ties, too. Her uncle, Ma-
con-native Mo Leverett, 
founded Desire Street Min-
istries in New Orleans. Her 
maternal grandfather, the late 
Tommy Jones, was pastor at 
Vineville Baptist for 17 years 
and Wesleyan Drive Baptist 
for 11 years. He also served as 
president of the Home Mis-
sion Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention.

Her grandmother, Barbara 
Jones, has a family farm in 

Monroe County and Victoria 
said it is her “favorite place in 
the world.’’ 

It is also where her fu-
ture husband proposed on 
the front steps of the house 
last May. They married five 
months later at her grandfa-
ther’s former church, Wesley-
an Drive Baptist.

Victoria said they wanted to 
have a small wedding. The at-
tendance somewhat took care 
of itself after they selected Oct. 
19 as their wedding day, buck-
ing the time-honored South-
ern taboo of getting married 
during football season.

“It was the night of the 
Georgia-Texas game,’’ Victoria 
said, laughing. “Some people 
were not happy about that.’’

They now live in the house 
next to her parents and just 
down the street from Ingleside 
Baptist, where they attend 
church.

Their friends are welcome 
to bring up the unique Rus-
sian-Ukrainian nuptials, but 
the newlyweds figure their 
marriage already has been bat-
tle-tested. 

After all, they bought their 
house and have been renovat-
ing it together.

“That’s one way to build 
a relationship,’’ she said. “It 
needed a lot of work. We had 
to do the floors four times. 
But we got through it, and 
that’s what matters.’’

Love, from 4:

Jennifer Shutt
States Newsroom

WASHINGTON — Two U.S. senators 
are raising questions about how staffing cuts 
to the World Trade Center Health Program 
will affect 9/11 first responders, survivors and 
residents affected by the terrorist attacks who 
now live throughout the country.

In a letter to Health and Human Services 
Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr., the New 
York Democrats wrote the Trump administra-
tion’s 20% cut in the number of federal work-
ers who administer the program “will have a 
direct impact on the quality and accessibility 
of care provided to those who answered the 
call on 9/11 and are now sick with respiratory 
ailments, cancer and other conditions.”

“As you know, the WTCHP has provid-
ed critical screenings, services, research and 
medications to thousands of Americans at 
zero cost for 9/11-related health conditions 
and diseases,” Senate Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer and Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand wrote.

“Since the establishment of the WTCHP in 
2011, the number of program enrollees has 
more than doubled from 61,000 to 132,000,” 
they added. “This growing population of first 
responders and survivors, which was just ex-
panded by bipartisan legislation to cover ad-
ditional 9/11 Military and Civilian respond-
ers to the Pentagon and Shanksville PA crash 
site, highlights the need for elevated staffing 
and funding levels, rather than a nonsensical 
and dangerous 20 percent staffing reduction 
which puts the effective functioning of this 
vital program at risk.”

Schumer and Gillibrand asked HHS to 
provide them with a briefing about how ex-
actly the staffing cuts will impact administra-
tion of the program.

HHS did not immediately respond to a re-
quest for comment from States Newsroom.

Health program coverage
The World Trade Center Health Program 

was created in January 2011 after Congress 
voted to send then-President Barack Obama 
the James Zadroga 9/11 Health and Com-
pensation Act of 2010.

Prior to that, Congress provided funding 
for health care and monitoring in a piecemeal 
fashion, according to a timeline from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

The program, administered by the National 
Institute for Occupational Safety and Health, 
has specific criteria for coverage, according to 
a report from the nonpartisan Congressional 
Research Service.

“Current categories of covered conditions 
include (1) acute traumatic injuries, (2) air-
way and digestive disorders, (3) cancers, (4) 
mental health conditions, and (5) musculo-
skeletal disorders (WTC responders only),” 
it states. “Members must receive WTCHP 
services through several Clinical Centers of 
Excellence in New York or through a nation-
wide provider network of certified clinics.”

‘Outrageous and insulting’
Schumer said in a written statement ac-

companying the letter that the Trump ad-
ministration’s decision to fire staff admin-
istering the program as part of its effort to 
eliminate “government waste is outrageous 
and insulting.”

“These brutal cuts mean layoffs for staff 
who have dedicated their careers to caring 
for our 9/11 survivors,” Schumer wrote. “It 
means delayed care for our sick first respond-
ers. It is telling 9/11 survivors that after they 
risked everything to protect us, we can’t sup-
port their healthcare needs.

“I’m demanding HHS Secretary Kennedy 
immediately reverse these cuts and termina-
tions of the people who provide the health-
care to those who answered the call of duty 
on 9/11 and now suffer from cancer, respira-
tory illness and more.”

U.S. senators criticize staffing 
cuts in health care program 
for Sept. 11 responders

The Twiggs County Board of Commissioners is seeking a qualified professional for the position of 
.

The  is responsible for overseeing all office operations and financial 
activities within the County’s Road Department. This includes managing accounts payable, 
processing invoices, maintaining accurate financial records, preparing reports, and handling all 
clerical and administrative duties. The role ensures compliance with governmental accounting 
standards while supporting department operations through effective record-keeping, 
communication, and financial management.

To perform this job successfully, an individual must be able to perform each essential duty 
satisfactorily. The requirements listed below represent the knowledge, skills, and abilities required.

The following duties are representative of the work required for this job. These are not to be 
construed as exclusive or all-inclusive. Other duties may be assigned.

• Manages , including .
• Prepares and submits  for the Road Department.
• Processes .
• Assists in .
• Provides , including 

.
• Coordinates  with vendors, contractors, and 

county departments.
• Answers  related 

to the Road Department.
• Assists with .
• Maintains  for audits, financial reporting, and compliance reviews.
• Prepares  as directed by the Road Department Supervisor or 

County Administrator.

The Administrative Assistant must be knowledgeable in the following areas:

•  and .
• Proficiency in  and 

.
• Strong attention to detail and ability to .
• Ability to .
• Effective .
• Ability to .
• Knowledge of .

The 
will review applications and conduct the initial screening for this position.

The position will remain . Interested candidates should submit the following 
materials :

•
•
•

Mail or email application materials to:

Attn: Wilmarie Liz
P.O. Box 202
Jeffersonville, GA 31044

 wliz@twiggscounty.us

• .
• Only  will be contacted for an interview.
• Twiggs County reserves the right to reject any or all applications, including those received 

after the deadline.

Twiggs County is an .
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WEEKLY RECIPE

SPECIAL TO THE 
TIMES JOURNAL POST
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 The Lighthouse 
 is open...

 Adult Day Care Center

Cookies are a treat any 
time of the day, and many 
find biscotti particularly 
appealing. These crunchy 
cookies are equally at home 
with a morning cup of coffee 
as they are with an evening 
mug of hot cocoa. 

Biscotti are hard, 
crunchy, Italian cookies that 
are baked twice. In fact, their 
name comes from the Latin 
“bis,” meaning “twice,” and 
“coctus,” meaning “cooked.” 
Although they can be en-
joyed on their own, their 
dry, crunchy nature makes 
them hold up well when 
dunked into a beverage. Bis-
cotti were even once com-
monly dipped into red wine.

Though they might seem 
complicated, biscotti gen-
erally are easy to make. Try 
this recipe for “Semolina 
and Almond Biscotti” from 
“Butter, Flour, Sugar, Joy” 
(Sourcebooks) by Danielle 
Kartes.

Semolina and 
Almond Biscotti

Yields 12 to 16 cookies

Ingredients
1 cup sugar
1/2 cup melted butter
3 eggs
1 tsp vanilla extract
1 pinch salt
2 3/4 cups all-purpose flour
1 cup sliced almonds
1/2 cup semolina flour
1 tsp baking powder
10 oz dark chocolate to 
melt for dipping

Instructions
1.) Preheat oven to 325 

F. Line a baking sheet with 
parchment paper.

2.) In a stand mixer, 
cream the sugar, butter and 
eggs until light and creamy, 
about 2 to 3 minutes.

3.) Add the vanilla and 
salt. Mix to incorporate.

4.) Add the all-purpose 
flour, almonds, semolina 
flour, and baking powder. 
Mix until well combined, 
but don’t overmix.

5.) Turn the dough out 
onto the prepared baking 
sheet. Pat gently to form one 
long loaf of dough roughly 
14 to 16 inches long and 5 
to 6 inches wide. Bake 30 
minutes.

6.) Remove the loaf from 
the oven and allow to cool 
5 to 6 minutes before using 
a long knife to cut the loaf 
gently into 12 to 16 cookies.

7.) Lay each cookie on 
its side and bake another 20 
minutes, flipping the cook-
ies midway through.

8.) Cool completely 
to achieve that signature 
crunch. The centers will be a 
bit soft if eaten warm. These 
are perfect for dunking in 
coffee, tea or hot chocolate.

Optional: Melt the choc-
olate in the microwave in 
30-second bursts and gently 
dip half of each biscotti into 
it lengthwise. Flip the bis-
cotti chocolate-side-up onto 
a sheet tray and allow the 
chocolate to set.

Stepping
Stone

Prevention
is the answer-
Help prevent
child abuse

DID YOU KNOW...?

Did you know …
… no one really knows how William Shakespeare’s 

last name is spelled? And, apparently, neither did Shake-
speare (1564-1616) himself. There are numerous written 
instances where The Bard of Avon signed his name with 
several different spellings. In fact, though “William Shake-
speare” has become the accepted spelling, there is not one 
written piece of evidence that Shakespeare himself spelled 
his name that way. (Hey, when you can compose eternal 
lines like “Wherefore art thou, Romeo?” who cares if you 
can’t spell your own name?)

… the Nazis considered Native Americans to be part of 
the Aryan race? (Gee, thanks, Adolf. Thanks a lot. Sheesh.)

… eighty percent of the men in the Soviet Union who 
were born in 1923 did not survive World War II? (War 
will do that to a nation.)

… a famous movie comedy team did all of their own 
language work when their films were dubbed in other lan-
guages? Normally, when a movie in English is released in a 
country where English is not the primary language, actors 
are hired to re-record the translated lines of the original 
script, and the soundtrack is then reproduced, a process 
called “dubbing.” But Stan Laurel (1890-1965) and Oliver 
Hardy (1892-1957) did not want other actors saying their 
lines, regardless of the language used. The comedy duo, 
who could not speak anything other than English, would 
film each of their scenes in their movies with the translat-
ed words printed out in phonetic English on chalkboards 
off-screen, and they would read their lines while re-filming 
each scene for the different languages needed. Supporting 
character lines, however, were simply re-dubbed by native 
speakers of the other language, or in some cases re-filmed 
with native-speaking actors. (Another fine mess you’ve 
gotten me into, Stanley!)

… a popular movie ogre was based on a real person? 
Many are the fans of Shrek, an animated movie which 
came out in 2001 and was followed by at least four se-
quels. But the character appearance of Shrek, a huge green 
ogre, is thought to have been actually based on a real per-
son – Maurice Tillet (1903-1954), a French professional 
wrestler. Tillet, who wrestled under the name The French 
Angel, was a leading draw in the pro wrestling world of 
the 1940s. Tillet stood 5 feet 9 inches tall and weighed 
269 pounds, and he suffered from acromegaly, a condition 
caused by a swelling of the pituitary gland. In Tillet’s case, 
it caused enlargement of his feet, hands and head. It is 
believed that the producers of Shrek saw a photo of Tillet 
and realized that, by changing the ears and some subtle al-
terations of his facial features, they could create a loveable 
ogre, and they did.

… all work and no play really does make Jack a dull 
boy? Scientists have determined that a lack of play for chil-
dren can – and does – lead to mental health problems. 
(Are you paying attention, boss?)

Now ... you know!

By JACK BAGLEY
Georgia Trust For Local News
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a traditional bracket, neither 
one of us would’ve been in the 
playoffs, so we’re grateful to be 
here.”

ACE and Bleckley both 
failed to make the semifinals 
of the Region 2-A Division I 
tournament, normally mean-
ing elimination from the play-
offs under the GHSA format 
used in past years. But with the 
possibility for at-large teams 
this time around, both schools 
had good enough records and 
resumes to get a playoff spot.

“Playing a team that’s in our 
region, it makes it even tough-
er, because they know your ins 
and outs,” Bleckley County 
head coach John Stanley said 
after the game. “With that be-
ing said, we have some older 
girls, but we have some young-
er girls coming back. We have 
two starters that were seniors, 
Amiyah Roberts and Jordan 
Mathis. The others will be back.

“Those two seniors will be 
greatly missed. It was a great 
season.”

Roberts was a key contrib-
utor for the Royals all year 
and made her presence known 
again Tuesday when she led 
her team with 13 points, in-
cluding a trio of 3-pointers. 
Mathis was also a vocal team 
leader, according to the head 
coach.

“Then we have Kalyria Jones, 
she’s going to be phenome-
nal next year. This season was 
also big for her growth. She’s 
a junior, and she’ll step into 
those [seniors’] shoes,” Stanley 
said. “And we have Ava Jen-
kins coming back, she’s only a 
freshman.”

Jenkins finished with 12 
points while Jones followed 
with 11, showing a glimpse 
of potential stars for Bleckley 
come next season.

Even with the three dou-
ble-digit scorers, though, the 
Royals couldn’t get enough 
shots to fall against the Gry-
phons. They had a tough time 
containing ACE’s two sets of 
twins, as the seniors Karlee 
and Karsyn Yates made noise 
down low while the freshmen 
Khloie and Zhoie Stanley 
made things happen at the top 
of the key.

Khloie Stanley finished with 
22 points for the Gryphons, 
with 15 of them coming in the 
second half.

Bleckley County also missed 
10 free throws on the night — 
a reflection of their struggles 
shooting, but also an indica-
tor of a night filled with lots 
of fouls. 

Some of those calls, particu-
larly some shooting fouls and 
physicality on inbounds pass-
es that caused Royals defend-
ers to hit the deck, frustrated 
Stanley all evening.

“I know it happens, that’s a 
part of the game. But it was 
tough when I had to sit my 
starters at certain points in 
the game,” he said. “I think 
my team played great, because 
they could have lost their 
temper in a hard game. They 
played great.”

Despite the double-dig-
it deficit at the final buzzer, 
Bleckley County kept it tight 
for most of the game thanks 
to defense and important 
3-pointers.

The Royals came out of the 
gate scrappy, playing pesky 
defense and regularly picking 
ACE’s pocket at the top of the 
key to create opportunities. 
Even with a little poor shoot-
ing, Bleckley county was able to 
manufacture enough buckets 
for a 9-5 lead that felt a bit larg-
er than four points with both 
teams turning the ball over.

The Gryphons got things 
moving before the quarter ran 
out, though, sinking some free 
throws and getting good ball 
movement from the Stanley 
twins to make it a 9-8 Bleck-
ley lead going into the second 
quarter.

What little success shooting 
the Royals had quickly evapo-
rated as ACE kept the ball at 
the perimeter for most of the 

period. Aside from a big three 
by Roberts, Bleckley County 
had to settle for free throws 
for most of their other points, 
and they struggled to hit more 
than one of two on most trips 
to the line.

ACE was inefficient from 
the charity stripe as well but 
made up for it with better 
shooting toward the end of the 
half. Both Yates twins had nice 
putbacks, and Karlee Yates 
knocked down two free throws 
to piece together a run that 
gave the Gryphons a 23-19 
lead at the break.

ACE came out of the locker 
room shooting much better, 
sinking a couple 3-pointers 
and getting some layups in 
transition to eventually stretch 
the lead to double digits.

But every time it felt like the 
Gryphons might pull away for 
good, a Royal would knock 
something down, be it a pair 
of foul shots by Jenkins or an-
other bucket from beyond the 
arc by Roberts.

Bleckley County, down by 
as many as 11 at points in the 
second half, used a key block 
by Jenkins and some quick 
transition points to get it to 
45-40 with about four min-
utes remaining. 

But it wasn’t to be, as Kar-

lee Yates stepped up for ACE 
in the final two minutes. First 
she knocked down a layup to 
make it 49-41, then she hit a 
smooth shot from beyond the 

arc that brought the crowd to 
its feet with about a minute-
and-a-half to go, putting the 
game away for good.

The Gryphons will have to 

take a lengthy trip to North 
Georgia this Friday for the sec-
ond round of the playoffs, as 
they’ll face No. 1-seeded Fan-
nin County on the road.

Royals, from 1:

Mark S. Powell / For the TJP
ACE defeats Bleckley County 57-47 in the first round of the GHSA Class A Division I girls basketball playoffs. 
Amiyah Roberts (20) takes a shot over the outstretched arm of Sara Rhett Farmer (12).

Both Wilkinson teams make playoffs, boys get home game in Round 1
Micah Johnston

For the TJP

High school basketball playoffs are here, 
with the first round of games beginning Tues-
day and Wednesday for girls and boys teams.

The Bleckley County girls team got the un-
usual chance to face a region opponent, the 
ACE Gryphons, in the opening round Tuesday 
night. Read our recap for full coverage of the 
first round tilt between the two Middle Geor-
gia teams.

The Bleckley County boys were less lucky in 
seeding, as the Royals will have to face Busi-
ness Engineering Science Tech Academy, a 
powerhouse program out of Atlanta.

B.E.S.T. spent much of the year ranked 
highly in multiple polls and finished No. 3 
in the Top 10 rankings by basketball outlet 

Sandy’s Spiel, but only earned a No. 15 seed 
in the tournament thanks to being in a re-
gion with several dominant private schools, 
including top-tier squads Walker and St. 
Francis.

The Eagles (20-7) held their own against 
those private schools, though, and established 
themselves as one of the better teams in the 
state at the A-Division I level. They defeated 
both Mount Bethel and Landmark Christian 
in the region tournament despite losing to St. 
Francis to get forced into a lower seed.

Jacob and Joshua Mickell are the players to 
watch for B.E.S.T., as the brothers were all-re-
gion team picks for the Eagles. 

No. 18 Bleckley County (16-13) will need 
to lean on its stars like All-Region First Team 
guard Nykez Farrow to pull them along. It 
should be noted, though, the Royals are no 

strangers to the first-round upset. They took 
down favorite Woodville-Tompkins out of Sa-
vannah in the tournament opener last year on 
their way to the Elite Eight.

The Wilkinson County boys also earned a 
playoff spot, finishing second in Region 5-A 
Division II after a heartbreaking 58-43 over-
time loss to rival Hancock Central in the re-
gion title game.

The Warriors now face Mitchell County at 
home in the first round of the state playoffs. 
The Eagles (16-12) out of Camilla played 
close games throughout the season, only los-
ing to high-powered Top-10 Manchester by a 
single basket and even defeating some higher 
classification teams like A-Division I Dodge 
County.

Mitchell County will still have its work cut 
out for them, though, as Wilkinson Coun-

ty has built a reputation for winning playoff 
games at The Palace. It may not be as fierce a 
squad as the 2023 title team, but the Warriors 
are still a formidable foe.

Twiggs County’s boys team also earned a 
playoff spot by finishing fourth in the region. 
The Cobras get a very difficult matchup, facing 
powerhouse Randolph-Clay (25-2). The Red 
Devils are ranked as the No. 2 A-Division II 
team in the state by Sandy’s Spiel.

The Wilkinson County girls also played 
Tuesday night after the Times Journal Post 
went to print, facing off against the Ran-
dolph-Clay girls (21-6).

The Twiggs Academy girls team (6-15) 
played in the opening round of the GIAA 
Class A playoffs as the No. 12 seed, traveling 
to Savannah to go up against the No. 5 Memo-
rial Day Matadors (12-8).

SPORTS NOTEPAD
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