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As the new prior provincial of the Augustinian 
Province of St. Thomas of Villanova, the Rev. 
Robert Hagan, OSA, JD, ’87 CLAS is the major 
superior of the nearly 150 Augustinians who 
serve the province, living in more than  
20 communities in the US and Japan.  
 But for Father Rob, as he’s widely known,  
it’s another opportunity for servant leadership. 
He’s spent his entire career carefully listening 
and providing good counsel — in his 19 years as 
senior associate athletic director at Villanova 
and team chaplain for the Football and Men’s 
Basketball teams and in his former vocation as 
an attorney.  
 True to his word, Father Rob has committed 
the first year of his appointment to a listening 
tour of the province. He has already traveled 
hundreds of miles to meet individually and 
collectively with the friars to hear firsthand 
about the unique opportunities and challenges 
in their communities since his official 
installation as prior provincial in June 2022.

“As St. Augustine 
taught us, before 
we preach, we  
must open our ears  
and hearts. So I’m 
going to be doing  
a lot of listening.”
THE REV. ROBERT HAGAN, OSA, JD, ’87 CLAS
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For decades, scientists have labored to harness the 
power of nuclear fusion to generate a limitless 
source of clean energy. Over the past year, new 

breakthroughs have been made in the field that could 
help make this long-sought-after goal a reality—and a 
Villanova professor is contributing important research 
to further that progress. 

“Fusion energy is the type of energy that powers the 
sun, so it requires very high temperatures and very 
extreme conditions,” explains David Cereceda, PhD, 
assistant professor of Mechanical Engineering. “If we 
hope to make fusion energy practical on Earth, we 
need to figure out what materials will withstand those 
conditions.”

That’s exactly what Dr. Cereceda is working on — with 
the support of an Early Career Award he received from 
the US Department of Energy (DOE) in June 2022. Dr. 
Cereceda is one of only 83 researchers nationwide who 
received the prestigious award. 

“It’s a dream,” says Dr. Cereceda, the first Villanova 
faculty member to receive this distinction from the 
DOE. “It’s the kind of award that everyone wants to 
get — mostly because it confirms that the scientific com-
munity believes in what you’re doing, but also because 

Power Broker
In the quest to generate safe, sustainable energy through nuclear fusion,  
a Villanova Engineering professor is helping to lead the charge 
BY MEG MAXWELL

it allows you five years to think big and really focus on 
doing the science.”

The project that Dr. Cereceda will pursue under the 
DOE award proposes to develop and design materials 
that can help to make fusion energy reliable, sustain-
able and safe. This work is the essential next step after a 
monumental breakthrough in nuclear fusion was made 
last year.

In December, scientists in California were able to 
achieve ignition in a controlled nuclear fusion reaction 
for the first time. That is, the amount of energy that 
resulted from the nuclear fusion reaction was greater 
than the amount of energy the scientists put into it.  
Now, Dr. Cereceda has the opportunity to move the ball 
forward on the practical side: Once fusion energy can be 
reliably ignited, we will need systems that can manage 
it safely and efficiently.

 Dr. Cereceda has assembled a team of postdoctoral 
researchers and PhD students at Villanova, and progress 
on the project is underway. The team already has had 
a scholarly paper accepted for the Journal of Nuclear 
Materials and presented some of their research at mul-
tiple academic conferences, including the 10th Interna-
tional Conference on Multiscale Materials Modeling.

Plasma flowing at extreme 
conditions has the potential 
to generate cost-effective 
and carbon-free fusion 
energy.

A Stately Acquisition

Falvey Library has acquired 
the senatorial papers of 
Patrick J. Toomey, who 
served as US senator from 
Pennsylvania from 2011 to 
2023. Offering a rich source 
of information for the study 
of national and regional 
issues, political science, 
public policy, and local and 
state history, the collection 
includes extensive electronic 
records and media, as well 
as papers from Toomey’s 
service as a member of the 
House of Representatives 
for the 15th District of 
Pennsylvania from 1995 
to 2005. It will be housed 
as part of Falvey Library’s 
Distinctive Collections, mak-
ing this important research 
collection publicly accessible.

Exercise in Caritas

The newest clinic in the 
Charles Widger School of 
Law gives students hands-on 
experience in advocating for 
incarcerated clients. Through 
the  Caritas Clemency 
Clinic — one of only a few in 
the nation — Villanova Law 
students work together under 
the supervision of faculty 
to represent those who are 
seeking compassionate 
release from federal prison. 
The students’ work involves 
interviewing and counseling 
clients and their families, 
collecting records, creating 
release plans, writing and fil-
ing motions in federal court, 
and potentially arguing the 
motion before a judge. 
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