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ine out ol ten cowboys agree: i you want (o see the REAL Texas,
steer clear of Houston. Derour around Dalias, and aveid Austing

| Head, insiead, (o awarillo, the beating heart of the Texas
. Parbandle where the yalues of the Old West stll survive,
{ Armarillo todav is & modern city ol just under 200050 souls

every single one of whom scems to live in cowhoy boots. The Western
sensinility 15 aoway of life io this authentic Texas town, and horses are
ahsolutely inescapable. Not that vou'd want 1o escape. I vou're look-
H g for a place 1o immerse yoursell in the Cowhoy Way, Amanillo can
affer vou places 1o ride, horses 1o see, perlormances and shows to thral!

| aver, saddles 1o droal over, amd a deep sense ol Western bistory,
W e TAT = b TAT ¥
| How the West Was Won
The Tesas Fanhandle has heen atmeting visitars Dom ascund the

‘ world since the lath contury, Francisco Coronade, the fivst Baropean

1oy see e vast open spaces of the American Southwest, crossed the high

plains in 1341, nearly 80 vears before the Pilgrims landed at Plymoutli
Rock, He was lollowed by cattlemen and sheep herders looking lor
[resh grazing grounds and & place 1o start a new lile: Most farmous
among them was Charles Gondnight, inventor of the chuzlk wagen anl

T A S B e

Bronze sculptures of famaus racing and performance Quarter Horses
l greet the visitor to the American Ouarter Horse Association Heritage
Center and Museum in Amarillo, Texas. Pictured is Dash for Cash,
arguably the greatest sire of racing Quarter Harses,

Fhoto: Karen Briggs
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Facing Page, Top: The colourful “Spanish skirts™ of the Palo Duro
Canyon walls were formed as erosion exposed layers of multi-
coloured mudstone. The canyon is second only ta the Grand Canyonin
size and depth, and the floor of the canyon is considered to have a dif-
ferent climate than the tap.

S e e L

the basis of a character in Larry MoMuriry's Loneseme Dove series,

By 1786, Bl Camino Real (the Kings Highway?, 4 major exploration
aned crade route reaching From Santa Pe, Mew Mexico Lo San Antonio,
femas crossed right through what is now Amarillo and brought a lasei-
mating anid volatile mix of peoples o the aren, That included, of
vonrze, Mative Americans, whose superlatve hersemanship played a
pivatal rele in the settlement history of the Panhandle, Though the
first aboriginal peoples encountered by the Spanish in the 1500s were
pecestrian, bullalo-honting nomiads new identified as the ancestors of
the Apache, they were invaded and eventually disploced by the
Comanche, who had honed the art of meunted warlare 1o lethal
armows tp by the 1700s. By the bepinning of the 19th century; the
Comanche, and their Kiowa allies, dominated the entre Grear Plains
regien and became formidable agents of commerce — which some-
tmes mvalved swolen livestock,

Up until abour 1865, the scuthern Plains Indians vemained ondis-
turbed in the Texas Panhandle, b 1hat all changed when profession-
al bullalo hunters migrated to the avea in the carly 1870s — despite a
teaty signed in IRGT which supposedly gave the Native Americans
extlusive huntng rights south of the Arkansas River. The lependary
Quanah Parlker, last greal chiel of the Comanche, led an anack on the
bulfalo hunters” wading post at Adobe Walls, sparking the American
governmment 1o lead o climactic campaign agamst che wibes, now
kinown as the Red River War. In the end, nearly two vears of constant
hitassiment from the American cavalry wore the Comanche down
uotil, near stavvation, they were finally herded onla reservations,
lnday, Quanah Parkers courge and wear savvy are honoured with a

Bronze sculpture in Pals Dure Canvan Stace Parle,

When the oil hoom hit Texas just alier World War [ o explodes
across the Texas Panbondle. The lire of *hlack pold” made vast forune
o a few lucky medividuals and leled the economy for deeades, Sine
Warld War IL, however, the areas economy has been holstered by ecn
ranching — which utilizes methods true 1o the day-10-day wiorking
tanches of the 18005 — anel tourisin, For those hankering to experienc
the Old West — ar ils modern version — Amarillo has become a a0
destination. In recent years, the city of Amarillo has become the hiom
of the Nadonal Culting Harse Associztion {NOHAY World Finals; thi
World Champicnship Ranch Hodeo, the United Siates Team Perming
Association National Finals, the Amarillo Showease of Championshiy
Boping and the National Finals of Steer Roping, and the Americar
Cearter Horse Association (AQHAY Senior Seleer Show 10 name omby
lewe Just aboul any time of year you visit, vow're likely o be able o
altend w horse show o frodeo event of some kind in Amarillo,

Home of the American Quarter Horse

Should you need any more convineing that Amarills is 4 horsey
becca, leok no further than the American Quarter Horse Assoviation,
which has called the city home since 1948, Few equine breed associ-
ations can boast the sheer numbers of repistered animals of the AQHA,
not the budger — and the American Quaner Horse Asscciaton
Heritage Center and Museum, which opened in 1991 demenziies
that amply Ouiside the 3250 square metre (35 000 separe footd huild-
g, larger-than-life bronze sculpiures of lamous racing and perform-
ance Quarter Horses deminate the ]undf;-;'al[‘.-.‘.'. while inside, a 1wo-
storey-lall meural by artist Robert Lapslew, of Cuaner Horses at work
and play, greels yew i a grand entranceway,

There ave two Nooes of interactive cxhibits in the mussum, including a
Heritage Gallery whuch introduces visitors 1o hovses iy general and the
origms of the American Quanter Horse, 2 Performance Gallery which

continued on page 52
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Riders in the canyon keep watch for the many species of wildlife that call the canyon home, includ-
ing roadrunners, Texas harned lizards and western diamondback rattiesnakes.
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The rugged beauty of the Palo
within the 7700-hectare state park,
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continued from page &1

dhoesreases madern-day ACHA acthanes, an
extersive relerence: Hbrary, reo video. mibi-
theatres, and a baltof [ame, where aearly 200
Cuarter Horses and their human supporiers
Fave heen indueted. Theres even an attached
atenn where wvisiiors who have never had the
appertinity 1o be face-o-lace with a Cuarter
Homse can warch them in demensirations of
their many wlens, from reinng Lo jumping,
The AQHA Hertage Center and Musenm
s currently undergoing renovations bul will
re-open, with aread lantare no dloub, carly in

572 The Canadian Harse Journal

Dura Canyan can be explored on harsehack along 30 km of trails

e S A T o T B R e S i

3007, Meanwhile, s expansive gifi shop
Cruarter Horse Outhiters, will still Te avail-
able 1o enthusinsis at a shopping centre in
doentown Ararillo!l

Riding the Canyon

I ahsorhing the story ol e Amencan
Oarier Horse gives vou a hankering Lo gel
an one anel do o hital o own exploring of
the Cld West, head just seutheast of Amarilia
1o ane ol Texass hest-kept secrets, Palo Duro
Canyon State Parl, A= you drive, you'll notice
thint the Panhandle isey s big, its serionsly
FLAT 5o flan, in et that theres an old leg:

end thal goes sorething like this:

“Iy was one of those duys when Gad wis
creating the earth, He was wirrking on Texis
as darkness fell ar the end af the day, and He
fact Lo quit.

“He gave the Great Plains of west Texas o
smoothing stroke and satel to Himsell, the
worning 11 come back and make i pretty like
the rest of the werld, with Takes and streams
el mennteins and frecs.”

“Trut the next morning when He returned, it
fetel hardened ke concrete weernight. As Heo
thought abont having to tear it all down and
muke it aver, He had o happy thought: T knaw
whar 11 do,’ He said T just make some e
ple wha like it this way”

“And that is how it came about that the peo-
ple whi live in the Panbandle fike it this welt!

welcomein

 Palo Duro Canyon.
today as they were.
300 years ago.

Bul the landscape, dotted with nodding
oil wells and the occasional playa (a shallow
sopsonal laked, rakes a sudden turn as you
approzch the dramatic landscape of the Palu
Dira (Spanish for “hardwood 3 Canyan, sec-
ond only w the Grand Caryon in Leems ol
size and depih, and in many ways just as the-
atrical. As you enter the pack, you'll descend
365 metres (1200 [eer) into a land of regged
heauty, where mesguite and juniper 1=,
yuceas and prickly pear cactl aceent Lh:
imposing red and yvellow walls of the canyoan
and the spectacularly siped rock lormations
Lo as “spartish skirts,” formed as emson
exposed layers of hright wed clay, while gy
sum, and vellmw, pray and lwender il
sione, The chanpe is so complete that the
floor of the canyon is actually considered to
farve s eliflferent elimste than the top.

For thase ol us whe know theres no het-
ter way 1o explone a landseape than fom the
saclle, the pooi news is that horses are as
weleome in Palo Duro Canyon loday as they
were 500 vears ago. All told, the canyon is
nearly 2000 km long, and the stae park
encompsses some 700 heclares 19000
acres) of that, with more than 30 kol ails,
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Richard Oliver of the Oliver Saddle Shop is a fourth-generation saddlerwhe builds custom-made

saddles and leather goods for real warking cowhoys and rodes competitors,

some of which are desipnated exclusively [or
prpmestrian vse and will ke vou see parts of
the canyen lew other visitors get o enjoe
dihers are mulu-purpose trails oo share
with hikers and mountun hikers, and o lew,
meluding the last leg ol the il w ihe
campens best-lnown peological lormation,
the 30-metre-tall Lighthovse which s
above the canyon run, are oo steep ar sandy
S horses and are best negotiated on Toon,
Hirses are given the right-ol-way in the park

May = June 2006
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wherever Lhe trails ave malti-use

AL Palo Do Camyon, you can armngs an
howr-leng, bali=cay, o all-day vide an the anly
narnecl Old Wisr Siabies, o narrated mule-
crawn weagen lour, even a chuckwagon hreak-

[st, O vou can brng sour own horses, and

camp ina special campground designaed lor
horses on the camven Hoor with pipe corrals
anel ample space for tailer parking, [ here amw

conlinued on page 54

wﬁw.an:hurd.cum
403-933-2867

4830 Delta Street, Lacner, BC
|-BBB-833-RIDE
Email: dagnpony e telus.nee
b04-548-6519

We are

RIDERS
HELPING
RIDERS
; enjoy
- Horses, Sport & Life
www.thedognpony.com
Sy —T e

s ey B

- e T :
Leave today's pressures behind, Relax and enjoy
your tour on horseback through the beauty and
majesty of the Canadian Rockies in Banff
National Park. Whether it's 10 min or 70 days,
you owe yourself the pure satisfaction our tour

will give! It's unbeatable,

Box 14, Lake Louwise, AE TOL 1ED
Phone: 403.522.3743
weanar timberlinetours.ca o info@Emberinesours.ca
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continned from page 53

alse restored piomeer cabing
on the rim ol the canyon,
just cuzice the park, avail-
ahle  Tor rvent. (Misi
wewrws paloduracanyon.cem
for more information and to
mEke reservations.] o the
summer months, its Lest 1
head ool the carly mern-
ing or close 1o sansel, when
your horses will enjoy 2
hreak Trom the heat and
wou'll Tave the hest chanee
ol spotting wildhle —
white-tailed and mule deer,
wild turkeys, jackrabbits,
bBobcals, coyotes, red-tailed
hevwls, roadiminmers, woad-
peckers,  lexas horned
lizards, barkary sheep, and
e CoupaTs ane mnong he
iy critiers who live in
the park. Keep an ove ool
aq well, lor westem dias
rattlesnalees,

Phntee Karen Briggs

o hack
which are plentilil

“The average cowbaoy in these parts will wear out a saddle paper-thin in about five
to seven years,” says Richard Oliver of the Oliver Saddle Shap in Amarillo, Texas,
which has served harsemen sinee 1917,

clifl, with onby the mooen —

and breworks! — o gnde

them, is enough 1o sel any

Weslern feart a-thumpng

Texas! runs from Jung

through Aveus each year

- and the tcker price inclades

an authents Westem bas-

beque dinner belore the
shime

More History
Lessons

Onee wour thirst for
oo has been whet:
tec, fizel out more about the
histary of the Ararille ane
by wvisiting 1he Panhandie-
Plains [istercal Miszum,
the largest and mosi com:
prehensive history musenm
in the st Fourded in
1933 in the town o
Camyon,  Texas, 200 km
south ol Amarilla, and
recently  renovated
restore ils origindl Arl Decg

Pl " e L e R D S O T D O s
ATIC TangUrs aiso rec-

crnmiendd vou resist the tempration (o explove the many caves you nay
discover on the trails, intriguing as they might be. Mot only are they
unstable and prone 10 cave-ins, they're a lavourite resting place for the
ratlers and seme 13 dilferent species of bais

When the sun goes down, treal yoursell 1o a history lesson that won'
heve vou nodding ofl. In the centee of Palo Bura Canyon Staie Park iz
unigque nuideor amphitheatre, where since 1966 the musical, Texas! has
presentet] the history of the Panhandle in song and story Lively and stir-
ring, Texas! wouldn't be the histery of Texas if net for the inclusion of a
autber of lorses in the eas, The finate, which femures six riders, bear-
ing the Six Flags of Texas, galloping hallult along the top of a 200-metne

Horses Need Holidays, Too!

The heart of the Porcupine Hills, R
bardering the Rocky Mountain L& :
Foothills, is the perfect place.

v

Hearder alang the creek throwgh hilly
prasslands and trembling aspens,
Cimih through quiet Douglas fir Farests to
reach the top and enjoy a spectacular
pancrama of prairie and mountain. feur
paddocks and three by stalls are provided
fir your comvenience. Your peophe can refax in
a fully furpished, self catered cottape, and
smak in the new bt tb. Three bedrocms
ani a lolt aceommodace eighe. The deck,
complete with barbegue, overlooks the ceek.

Lyndon Creek Cottage

Box 1660, Claresholm, AB TOL 0T0 » Ph: 403-625-2394

wwirlyndoncreekcottage.com
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look, this fascimatmy Pl
mterprets the science and culmre of the region, from palecntelogy (the
dry climate has contributed 1o the Panhandle being a treasure trove af
fossiis) tooa history of the oil and petmleam indusiry
O particular interest o homepeople will be the exhibits shout the
aboriginal peoples native to the region — there are even a few rae
Comanche niding and pack sacedles on display — and artifacts from the
enrtiest tanching days, including saddles and carriages more than 150
vears ol The cruel history of the Red Eier War is also spun cul i
detail heve thrace yoursell for the unpleasant truth that the final defea:
ol the Comanche was due wothe American cavalry rownding up s
killing over 1000 of the Comanche horsesl. The Panhandle-Flains

Bl (LE018) e

HOUGE

. B Beautiful, strong &
: easy to clean

Beta or Biothane
Horse Tack

Perfect for all disciplines

Wl Made fn Coanada

. www.CanadianTack.com

1-866-987-4816
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Fhons: Karce Bngga

| The Cadillac Ranch offers visitors “America’s Maost Unique Bumper

Crop": ten 19505 and 60s Cadillacs buried in an open field at the same
angle as the Cheaps Pyramid in Egypt, which have been spray painted
with grafitti by tourists.

RGN R - e rr —

Hizzorical Museums collection of Western arm and artilzois is considered
cne of the Southwests finest.

Then, fer artfacts vou can take kome with vou, head back ine
Amarillo and checl out the section of the old coasi-ro-coast American
fgheay known s Route 66, which passes through the middle o[
e, Between Georgin and Westem Streets, Gth Avftl.u‘. fasir's called
within the city limits) offers a quirky avray of nastalgic antique znci
souvenit shops, arts and crafts, and litle cafés. [f Western-themed

ket is vour passion, this i= definitely the place o go!
hOf DACK ﬂdlﬂ&:}

AND E}\F‘LDRE MUCH MORE :

rannhing experience like no other, Echo Valley delivers
tacular riding, astonishing landscapes, and the hospitality
f the wilderness west, all with a touch of Thai.

# Extracrdinary soft adventures

& Extensive amenities

& \Western & Thai-style spa services
= Deluxe accommodation & cuisine

www.evranch.com
1.800.253.8831

} EAPERIENCE
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The final defeat of
the Comanche was due to
the American cavalry

rounding up and killing over
1000 of the Comanche horses,

Local Custom

Fimally, do some serious shopping by vizsiung the Cliver saddie
Shop at 3016 Plains Bl Richard Oliver s 2 founthegeneraten sad-
dler who now operates the business started in 1917, and carers 10 the
same cusiemers — real working cowbovs and rodeo compeiiors.
"Pretessicnal cowhoys need a custom saddle,” Oliver savs, “The aver-
age cowboy i these parts will wear our a saddle paper-thin i abe
five o seven yvears. Bul for the average pleasire vider ane of our sad
dlies will fast 4 lifetme.”

Cuwery saddle is custom-made st Oliver Saddle Shop with antigque
equipment, as are headsizlls and reins, saddle bags, breast collars,
hobbles, even cell phone cases, photo albums, beliz, spur sirape, daie

continied on page 57

~I||I|||||Il|| il
contrs fl

Toll Free: 800-267-1 5‘:&‘_&-
Local: 905-669-9876 f

Visit s af :
WWIW. Ao, oo
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continied from page
minders, tmsue box covers and Weskern-

themed trash cans, Al a base price of ahoul
1800 LS, vou enn dress up your sadidie with
ser choncs of dozens of kinds of paterns and
cesipng. Says Cliver, "We hand-tool everything,
s 2l dome by bane here 1 learned fron

my lather, who learned

[ his. From the

free |oean mmen-

ber; 1 was at a
henchy weorking cn
sormetlung,”

Every saddle

e

made - Clivers is catalogoed
andd grecn o umigue racing
nurbzer s it van e rmaeied e
sepords ket i the store,
Whether vour desive is culting,
i, wining, barekraong,

ar long=cistance trail riding, the
s can fake A custom saddle
Tt o, And Olivers alse woerks
with @ miber of coustom bt dand

sour makers in Amarilie, who supply .

thems sith custom Sarcdwars ana buekles
o partenarly persenalized wouch.

Other Oddities

Posk atrictly horse-
selaterl, bt worth a visis
ey, are i few ol
Amarilles other allrac-
tens, 1 old-time country
dnging and conspeaons
comsU I pLian are syl
sussians, check cut the
Big Texan Steak House
The i o fame b is
e ghezoluely  ohecene
Ta-ounce steak, which s
[ee 1 wou can choke
dowr saithin an hour
g thar s
erongh pristein 1o feed
gveral thind weorld coun-
fies lor awear., there ame
sa steaks ol less olten-

7 T
NEVEL

sdv propotions avaiiable
with Lots of fixons, and on
[iesclay nights you can
s om ol gristle
waile heing emertaimned
b thie best lecal Opryin

Mgy = June 2006

wown, The Big Texan aiso leatures o small
meragerie ol reptiles — ask 10 get up close and
personal with the resident rattlesnalae.

Fhe Big lesan alse resently opened 2
“horse botel,” with eenty 120 50 12 aralls
avaitable as well as g rovnd perand divg o
ot pens, just sweps om your cwn notel
room and cnly three miles rom the Amanllo
[airarounds, (See wwbip

fexan.comShorse -

welhitmi lor more
infarrmation.
fusl ofl hower-

state 42, on the

wigr sides ol Amarillo, is
ancther  curiosity: the
Cadillag Banch. You've
/”f heard of i1, bur you siil
i might not e prepared tor
the reslity. The Cadillac
Ranch is ten (950s and os
Fmned  Cadillac
Furied on thelr noses in the
middle of an open field — at
e some angle as Lthe Cheops
Pyramid in Egypt. Billed as
Sost Unigue  Bomper
Crop,” s the peouliar

CADTASSES,

R

TAmericas

vigion of armst and hel
wm  millionaire Sanley
siarsh 3 {he apparently
feels 'UT 15 o0 preten-
), whe parked the
Cadeies there in L9744
Since then,  woarists
have added their own
amicue touch e the
senlpture {or cyesore,
clepenoiing o your per-
spectivel, by
painting i with a thoo-
cand  dillerent  lavers'
warth o graftin,
Marsh, now i his
a0, remains one ol
Amarillos most pooen-
i citizens, and has a
aumher of ather gues-
monahie art installas
fions arotmd Lown, Ask
the locals 1o point them
ol 2o yo. Thats 1ypi-

T

BPrdy

cal of Amarille — irs
mol ot ypieal tourEt
destination! .

¥

SMERCANTILE

BOOKS for
HORSE LOUVERS
of All Ages!

Including the
“lnderstanding
series.

Uisit:
wuwiwhorsejournals.com/mercantile.iim

Bmail: sales @horsejournals.com
Call 1-800-238-3799 '.
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