Two champions lost - Harness Racing Newsroom - USTA - USTROTTING

»  NEWS

g =" EUROPAN UNION son of NO PAN INTENDED
T Winner of the Keystone Classic in lifetime mark 1:51.1

HOME | PATHWAY | RACE PROGRAMS | STALLION REGISTRY | HOOF BEATS |HARNESSPHERE | SHOP [CONTACT ¥ [ T

USTA | Member Services | Racing (Entries/Results) | News | Horsemen

Home > News Home > ARTICLE

Two champions lost
Friday, July 09, 2010 - by Karen Briggs, USTA Web Newsroom Senior Correspondent

Toronto, ON --- This week I'd like to mark the passing of two
great old champions.

One was a Standardbred, the other a Thoroughbred. And
tragically, both met their ends on the racetrack, trying their hearts
out as they’d always done.

JE The news of 13-year-old Thoroughbred Wake At Noon’s breakdown
at Woodbine Racetrack was widely reported across North America.
The $1.6 million-earning stallion, who was Canada’s 2002 winner

of the Sovereign Award for Horse of the Year, was euthanized on June 29 after

he broke down during a workout at Woodbine -- a workout that should never
have happened in the first place.

Karen Briggs

Woodbine’s upper age limit for Thoroughbreds is 10. Horses beyond this age can
only continue to race if they have won at least one race in the previous year. In
the case of Wake At Noon, who won 13 stakes at Woodbine between 2000 and
2003, and retired to stud in 2007, that was clearly not the case -- yet owner
Bruno Schickedanz, who claimed the horse had failed to get any mares in foal
this past spring, apparently put the stallion back into race training and shipped
him into Woodbine’s backstretch under false pretences for a workout. He had
planned to race the horse at West Virginia’s Mountaineer Park.

While on the training track, Wake At Noon spooked at something, took a bad
step, and suffered an undisclosed catastrophic injury which necessitated his
humane destruction. A necropsy was to be performed.

The Ontario Racing Commission is investigating the incident, and the Woodbine
Entertainment Group has placed an indefinite ban on Schickedanz’s horses from
racing at the plant. In addition, WEG has banned Wake At Noon’s trainer of
record, Tom Marino.

Schickedanz still has 30 stalls at nearby Fort Erie racetrack, which is Ontario’s B
track for Thoroughbreds; he is free to continue to race there until the ORC
concludes its investigation.

The Standardbred was Zooka, a former world record holder for free-legged
pacers, and a personal favorite of mine. | wrote a column about his latest
comeback attempt, under the tutelage of Rob Fellows, back in March, when the
8-year-old Astreos gelding seemed to be regaining some of the form he displayed
when he delivered that world record 1:49.3 mile at Kawartha Downs in 2007.

Fellows had taken on training duties for the rangy bay in January, 2010, when
previous trainer Ondrej Gois was sent to the sidelines for a positive test. Zooka
made 10 starts for Fellows, working his way up from conditioned events to the
C$50,000 Spring Pacing Championships at Woodbine, and only missed picking up
a check on two occasions. But when Zooka’s owners returned him to Gois’ care,
he was unable to sustain that success, finishing ninth in his last two starts at
Mohawk in June.

On Saturday, July 3, in a C$19,000 conditioned event in rein to Gois, Zooka
reportedly snapped his left front pastern bone. He broke stride and was pulled
up, then transported to hospital, where X-rays revealed the break was too severe
to attempt a repair. With little notice from the industry, Zooka was subsequently
euthanized.

Zooka, who competed free-legged throughout his career, bankrolled more

than $1.2 million in his lifetime, accumulating 25 wins in 159 starts. Among his
notable achievements while being conditioned by trainer Ben Wallace, was a
third-place finish in the 2007 Breeders Crown, less than two lengths behind
champions Artistic Fella and Mister Big. But he will most likely be remembered as
the first pacer to shatter the 1:50 barrier sans hopples.

As Gois was quoted in The Harness Edge, “It's part of racing, but it doesn’t make
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it easier.”

I’'m not saying that these two tragic events are equivalent. Wake At Noon'’s
demise was clearly the result of poor judgement at best, callous greed and
negligence at worst. Zooka’s may just have been bad racing luck.

What feels the same about them is the lack of respect given to a couple of racing
champions who had more than paid their dues. And | think it speaks of an
industry which, despite much rhetoric to the contrary, still has a way to go in
taking responsibility for the long-term welfare of the horses who give so much.

Zooka was a fan favorite on the WEG circuit for many years, and | for one will
mourn his passing for some time to come.

Editor's Note: The views contained in this column are that of the author alone,
and do not necessarily represent the opinions or views of the United States
Trotting Association.

Related Articles :
¢ Free-legged Zooka bouncing back (Thursday, March 18, 2010)
He is the world’s fastest free-legged pacer, but since he left the shedrow of trainer

Ben Wallace in January 2009, world record holder Zooka has struggled to regain
his previous form.
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