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Hero Chur
gets Kaned

COMIC RECKONS WW2 LEADER W

RUSSELL has no fear of being 
cancelled himself. 

He says: “I was speaking to 
Jason Manford and we were 
laughing about this question. 

“People ask ‘do you worry about 
what you say?’ 

“And we both give the same 
answer – ‘what is it you think I want 
to say but I can’t?’ 

“I don’t want anyone in the room 
crying when I’m talking. If you went 

back to 1979, and I did my act I’d 
probably be arrested. 

“I’m dropping C-bombs, talking 
about sexual acts which were 
illegal then. 

“All that’s happened is the things 
we can’t say have changed. 

“The only thing we might be 
cancelled for in the distant future is 
things that aren’t offensive now 
that might become offensive. That I 
can’t control.” 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: This competition cboses at midnight on Sunda2 10th December, 2023. Ten winners wibb 
be sebected at random from ALL submissions after the cbosing date and wibb be contacted b2 emaib within 24 hours 
to arrange their prize. The Prize: A £250 giftcard to spend at Iceband and the Food Warehouse onbine or in-store. 
Vabid for 12 months. Prize cannot be abtered or exchanged in an2 wa2. No abternatives, cash or otherwise, wibb be 
offered. Entrants must be 18 or over. Standard Reach Pbc rubes appb2 see www.daib2star.co.uk/terms-conditions. 
For fubb competition terms and conditions visit www.dailystar.co.uk/iceland

HOW TO 

ENTER
Simply visit: 

www.dailystar.co.uk/iceland
and fill in your details on the 

online form. Competition 
closes midnight on Sunday, 

Decem2er 13, 2323.

GET ready for Christmas with our 
amazing giveaway. We’ve teamed 

up with Iceland and the Food 
Warehouse to give you the 

chance to win your entire 
festive food shop.

 There are 10 prizes up 
for grabs, each winner 
receives a £250 Iceland 
gift card. 

 Now is the time to 
plan ahead for your 
perfect Christmas. 
Whether you’re looking 

to stock up the freezer for 
party season with Iceland’s 

party food range or get all 
your festive food for the big 

day. Centre your Christmas 
feast around Iceland’s Luxury 

Perfect Turkey Crown and 
irresistible sides – and this year’s party 

range is bigger than ever. Tuck into classic 
treats from Mars and Award Winning Mary 

Berry’s classic Christmas Cake. There 
will be no soggy bottoms this 
Christmas.
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o Churchill 
gets Kaned

■
IN FRAME: 
Russell with 

Coco Chanel, Albert 
Einstein, Churchill, 
Pablo Escobar and 
Richard Nixon 

NS WW2 LEADER WINNIE WOULD BE CANCELLED TODAY

COMIC Russell Kane reckons Winston Churchill 
would be cancelled if he was around today.

The stand-up hosts new show Evil Genius where he      

examines which category historical figures fall into with 
the help of a celebrity panel.

Churchill is one of those featured and while he’s known 
for leading the nation to victory in World War Two, Russell 
also uncovers some less noble facts about him, from his 
love of violence to his huge appetite for booze.

Russell, 48, says: “If you were to put him in a time 
 machine and bring him forward, he would just be 
 cancelled for smoking indoors – he wouldn’t even get to 
his first sentence.”

With the help of a GP, Russell works out Churchill drank 
26 units of alcohol per day, or 182 units per week. The NHS 
recommends people drink just 14 units per week.

He says: “Churchill had a pint of champagne at lunch, a 
pint of champagne at dinner with whisky throughout the 
day and night, wine, brandy.

“Was it appropriate to have someone off their t*ts 
drunk?

“Go to a Wetherspoons and report back to me who 
was fighting at the end of the night. 

“Was it the people doing Dry January or was it Gary 
and Dave p*ssed off their heads who drank too 
much? The more you drink, the more aggressive you 
are. 

Shocking
“Maybe Hitler could have been negotiated with 

and talked down. You could make an argument he 
was too aggressive at the beginning and made 
things worse. 

“That was the most shocking thing – the guy 
was drunk off his head while sending our 
 brothers, dads, grandads off to be shot through 
the head aged 18. Not okay.”

The show reveals how while he was Home 
Secretary, Churchill sent in the army to deal 
with protesting miners in South Wales, in 
what became known as the Tonypandy Riots.

And with protests making headlines at the 
moment, how would he deal with them?

Russell says: “He loved violence. He would 
have met any protest with physical violence.”

The Essex funnyman would still say on bal-
ance, the leader falls into the genius category.

“He might have been involved in getting the 
fight cooking but there was an existential threat to 
the United Kingdom and our way of life, politics 
and freedom of speech,” says Russell.

“In my opinion his charm and his diplomatic skills 
were probably 60% and 40% was military strategy.”

Other famous figures covered in Evil Genius include 
Einstein, Coco Chanel, Pablo Escobar and Richard Nixon. 

The concept – which came to Russell in the pub – started 
life as a BBC Sounds podcast before moving to Radio 4. 
The TV version is airing on Sky HISTORY.

Russell says: “We do now live in a world where you can 
wake up next morning and something is cancelled or it’s 
genius. It could be carbs. It could be coffee. There won’t be 
any debate.”

He’s already hoping for a series two and has decided 
which special guest he’d like to get on.

“This is my open invitation for Boris Johnson to be on a 
panel when we discuss Margaret Thatcher,” says Russell. 
●Evil Genius with Russell Kane premieres on 
Monday, Nov 20, at 9pm on Sky HISTORY and will 
be available as a box set.
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