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City eyes new fire rescue apparatus

BY JEFF 0SBORNE
Jeff@hcnews.com

Christmas came a little
early — or perhaps 21 years
late, depending on one’s
perspective — with the news
the Granbury Volunteer
Fire Department is one step
closer to receiving a much

of funds from a $300,000
grant from the Texas Forest
Service for the fire depart-
ment and authorized City
Manager Chris Coffman to
work out details to secure
the grant and seek com-
petitive bids for the fire
equipment.

the Texas Forest Service’s
award “is an important grant
we’ve been applying for (for)
anumber of years.

Granbury Deputy City
Manager Michael Ross said
being able to purchase the
fire safety vehicle will al-
low the fire department to

one of which has 498,000
miles on it,” Ross said. “The
purchase would eliminate
the need for capital appara-
tus requests for quite some
time.”

Ross said the total esti-
mated cost for a new fire-
rescue apparatus would be

“We’ve got two fire trucks
on order we've been waiting
on,” Coffman said. “Based on
the price from bids we’ll put
together a financing option.”

Mayor Jim Jarratt asked if
there was a time limit for the
city to use the grant.

“We’ve got 12 months
from the award date of the
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anticipated and long-awaited

fire rescue apparatus.
Granbury City Council on

Dec. 2 authorized the use

“We’ve been waiting 21
years for this grant,” GVFD
Chief Matt Hohon said fol-
lowing the meeting.

Coffman told the council

ring out the old and ring in

“in the $500,000 to $600,000

the new when it comes to range.” grant (which was in October),

equipment. That won’t be the only but we can apply for a six-
“This would allow the VFD  new equipment for the fire

to retire two aging units, department. PLEASE SEE FIRE | A7

It ramed on,

MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Arearesidents line the Granbury Square
streets, arriving early Friday, Nov. 28, to secure
agood spot, only to have the annual Parade of
Lights canceled due to rain and lightning.
Before the stormy weather took over some

i of Santa’s helpers entertained the crowd
gathered.

Deadline nears
for March primary

BY JEFF 0SBORNE
jeff@hcnews.com

Although one election just took place in
November, another is just around the cor-
ner in early 2026, and the filing deadline is
Monday, Dec. 8.

The election in the rearview mirror includ-
ed Hood County’s road and jail bond propos-
als as well as city and school board elections.
The upcoming election cycle will feature the
March 3 Republican and Democratic prima-
ries. These primaries will determine which
candidates are on the ballot for the Nov. 3,
2026, election.

What will be on the ballot in 2026? Multiple
county offices, including (but not limited to)
county judge, commissioners and those seek-
ing justice of the peace posts.

County Judge Ron Massingill is not seek-
ing re-election, and two candidates have
announced their intent to seek the office
— Mark Lowery and Ron Sutton. Lowery is
a former Secret Service agent, while Sutton
served as co-chair of finance for Texas Sen.
Brian Bidwell and was previously treasurer
for Birdwell’s campaign.

There also will be statewide offices on the
ballot, and a new state senator for the region
(District 22) will be chosen with the retire-
ment of Birdwell, who was nominated by
President Donald Trump for an assistant
Secretary of Defense post.

Hood County Elections Administrator
Stephanie Cooper said she doesn’t receive a
list of all the candidates who have filed to run
for office until after the Dec. 8 filing deadline.
Candidates for county offices may contact
their local party chair to announce their in-
tention to seek office.

Messages seeking information on local
candidacies were left with both Hood County
Democratic Party Chair Adrienne Martin and
Hood County Republican Party Chair Greg
Harrell. As deadline approached, Martin and
Harrell were not available for comment.

A full list of state, regional and local candi-
dates for the March 3 primary will appear in
an upcoming issue of the Hood County News.

City implements new systems to 1nsta11 Granbury’s hght displays

BY CHLOE LAING
chloe@hcnews.com

Lights illuminated all across Granbury with the
annual Night of Lights parade Nov. 29, mark-
ing the start of another holiday season in Hood
County.

The holiday lights are the responsibility of three
institutions: the internal services for the Granbury
Parks and Recreation Department, the Lake
Granbury Area Beautification Council, and this
year, a structural engineering firm, Cobb Fendley.

The Parks and Recreation Department predomi-
nantly is responsible for carrying out the deco-
ration of Shanley Park, the Langdon Center and
Granbury City Hall. At the project’s helm is Aaron
McLain.

McLain has served Granbury in internal services
for Parks and Recreation for 23 years, and each of
these 23 years, He and his team take a break from
their usual duties of park maintenance to organize
the city’s light displays.

“We were doing lights when I started in the
parks. So that’s just something that I came in and
continued,” McLain said. “It just kind of fell upon
us years ago. A long time ago, when city staff was
alot smaller than it is now, we did have volunteer
days where city hall employees helped with some
of the bridges and things. But the city has grown
so that in the last few years, we’ve been fortunate
enough to have a large enough staff that we can
handle it ourselves.”

The crew, 18 strong, begins the lighting opera-
tion the week before Halloween, when they open
the warehouse containing all the lighted displays
and begin any repairs the displays may require.

“We start prepping lights at our shop about a
week before the first day of install, repairing figu-
rines and things of that sort,” McLain said. “Those
displays are very expensive, but we can put new
lights on existing displays.”

They then head to Shanley Park, where they be-
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Following a three-year sabbatical, the courthouse’s iconic aerial lights have returned.

gin arranging the displays along the Hike and Bike
Trail.

“We try to change it up each year. We know the
walk routes that people take, so we just try to use
that to our advantage,” McLain said. “Funny story
— years ago, we had several displays of deer, and
we had several Rudolphs in the same display. I
said, ‘Guys, we can’t have two Rudolphs together,
we just can’t have two red-nosed reindeers in the
same herd.”

The entire project takes the team about a month,

INSIDE

concluding in one of Granbury’s favorite holiday
traditions, the Night of Lights parade, which un-
fortunately was cancelled this year due to inclem-
ent weather.
After the last float passes, Mr. and Mrs. Claus
are ushered up the courthouse steps to throw
the switch on the city’s lights, including the ones
McLain and his team spent the month placing.
“It’s worth the work seeing the joy on the kids’

PLEASE SEE LIGHTS | A7
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BY MICKY SHEARON
micky@hcnews.com

When December rolls
around in Granbury, two
things are guaranteed: the
Historic Granbury Square
lights up with twinkle-lit
charm and the Granbury
Theatre Company delivers a
holiday production that fills
audiences with the spirit of the
season.

This year, GTC brings
back one of the most cher-
ished Christmas stories of
all time — Charles Dickens’s
“A Christmas Carol” — run-
ning Dec. 5-23 at the Granbury
Opera House.

Directed by Matt Beutner,
this year’s production takes a
deeply heartfelt approach to
Ebenezer Scrooge’s legend-
ary journey. For Beutner, A
Christmas Carolisn’t just a
seasonal story; it’s a lifelong
tradition.

“There are only a few
Christmas traditions that have
stayed with me since child-
hood,” Beutner said. “But every
year, without fail, I still watch
‘The Muppet Christmas Carol.’
It remains one of my favorite
adaptations ... because it stays
remarkably true to Charles
Dickens’s original novella.”

Beutner said that adaptation
—in allits forms —is part of
the story’s legacy. Dickens’s
novella was published Dec. 19,
1843, and “sold out its first
printing by Christmas Eve.” By
the end of the following year,
it already had been reprinted
13 times and adapted for the
stage eight times.

“In the many years since
‘A Christmas Carol’ has been
adapted into opera, ballet, ani-
mation, stage musicals, a BBC
mime production and count-
less films,” Beutner said.

Adassicstory

withanew heart
However, the timelessness
of the tale isn’t what drives

Beutner’s passion for direct-
ing it.

“The morals of this classic
story are why it is timeless —
and why it has been adapted
to absolute death,” he said
with affectionate humor. What
matters most to himis the
unmistakable message that
“helping only ourselves is bad
and helping othersis good.”
This clear-eyed truth, Beutner
said, “is the heart of Ebenezer
Scrooge’s journey, and it is
why Ilove this story.”

And Beutner’s interpre-
tation pushes beyond the
traditional arc of Scrooge’s
transformation.

“Too often, when we see
A’ Christmas Carol,’ Scrooge
is depicted as a man who
changes only once he sees his
fate and solely to save his own
skin,” he said. “My intention
was to show a man who chang-
es for the better because of his
desire to save others with the
wealth he has accumulated.”

That humanity, Beutner said
he hopes, is what will resonate
most deeply with audiences.

“I'have not learned much in
my life thus far,” he said, “but
itis worth remembering the
inconvenient, inescapable, ob-
vious truth that helping only
ourselves is bad and helping
others is good.”

For Beutner, apathy — not
ghosts, not death, not even spi-
ders — is the real villain.

“There is nothing in this life
that I fear more than apathy,”
he said. “Complete indiffer-
ence to the suffering of others
isworse.”

Astellar cast brings Dickens's

London tolife

Anchoring the production
is Jeff Meador as the iconic
Ebenezer Scrooge, portray-
ing the miserly curmudgeon
whose icy heart must confront
its past, present and future;
and Bettsy Savage, who guides
the audience through the story
as the Narrator.

www.hcnews.com

‘A Christmas Carol returns to the Granbury Opera
House with heart, humor and holiday magic

Joining them is a robust en-
semble of Granbury favorites
and rising stars:

Jacob Myers as the warm-
hearted Bob Cratchit;

Ellie Kidd as the beloved
Tiny Tim;

Josh Putmam as the haunting
Jacob Marley;

Jacqueline Clifton as the
Ghost of Christimas Past;

Luke Neumann as the jovial
Ghost of Christmas Present;
and

Russell Hawkins contributes
triple duties as Fred, Belle’s
Husband, and puppeteer for
the Ghost of Christmas Yet to
Come.

Ava Shields, Makenna Clark,
Cara and Caleb Yeates, Ari
Deming, Meghan Murray,

Tom Bloss, Ethan Spudich
Davis, Heather Shields, Claire
Cash, Lex Hawkins and Chloe
Davison round out the cast in
multiple roles across Scrooge’s
memories, visions and
redemption.

The show features a beauti-
fully layered ensemble that
shifts through Dickens’s
Victorian world, creating an
immersive, bustling Christmas
landscape through acting, mu-
sic, movement and puppetry.

The creative team aafts the
holiday magic

Behind the scenes, an ex-
traordinary artistic staff col-
laborates to bring the produc-
tion to life:

Director — Matt Beutner;

Assistant director — Sarah
Pruetz;

Music director — Hillary
Rucker;

Choreographer — Kendrick
Booth;

Scenic designer — Jonah
Hardyt;

Head scenic artist — Reagan
Deming;

Costume designer —
Makenna Clark;

Hair and makeup designer/
propmaster — Colton Lively;

Lighting designer — David
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KEEP IT REAL
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Broberg; and

Sound designer — James
Stack

From sumptuous Victorian
costumes to atmospheric
lighting and an emotionally
rich soundscape, every detail is
intentionally crafted to trans-
port audiences straight into
Dickens’s London.

Technical precision comes
courtesy of Stage Manager
Whitney Shearon, Assistant
Stage Manager Leslie Clark and
a dedicated crew of builders,
painters and backstage hands
who transform the opera
house’s stage into a snowy,
candlelit world of memory and
hope.

"8RANBURY THEATR

Come experience the spirit of the

season

Whether you've seen count-
less adaptations or this is your
first time meeting Scrooge, the
ghosts and the Cratchit fam-
ily, GTC’s holiday production
promises warmth, laughter,
heart and a renewed belief in
compassion.

This is a Christmas tradition
worth sharing — with children,
with parents, with visiting rela-
tives or simply with someone
who needs a joyful night at the
theater.

A Christmas Carol runs Dec.
5-23 at the Historic Granbury
Opera House with special
Thursday night and Sunday
night performances added

PRESENTS

to accommodate holiday
audiences.

Tickets are available at gran-
burytheatrecompany.org or by
calling 817-579-0952.

Don’t wait — holiday shows
at the opera house sell quickly
and this is one you'll want to
experience before Christmas
morning arrives.
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BY SAM HOUSTON

When Iwas perhaps 8 or
9 years old, Shriner’s Circus
came to town. This was the
early 1960s and so I think
the event was a lot bigger
deal than how it would be
viewed today. Afterall, we
didn’t have cable television,
PlayStation, X-Box or the
Internet and so the allure of a
circus was a pretty big thing
to a young boy.

I'was so young that I wasn’t
absolutely sure what a circus
was. My understanding from
my older sister was there
would be clowns, trapeze
artists, some really cool ani-
mals and everyone would be
all dressed up in costumes.
There also would be hot
dogs, popcorn and some-
thing called cotton candy
which I had previously never
experienced. I did under-
stand it was an adventure I
certainly wanted to be a part
of.

My dad was a hardwork-
ing man and came from a
background where money
was simply not spent on fri-
volities like going to a circus.
Not saying that dad wanted
to deny his kids, but he was
working night and day to
keep food on the table and
clothes on our back. He did
not see the need to spend
money on something unnec-
essary like going to the cir-

Sam Houston is the publisher of the Hood
=) County News. He is also an actor, author,
playwright, performer and entertainment
producer/promoter.

cus. It made no sense to him.
He was a no-frills sort of guy
and according to grandma,
he was even that way when
he was a kid. I think it has
something to do with grow-
ing up during the depression.

My mom was a different
story. She wanted us kids to
experience everything we
could, but she was frugal
enough that she knew she
should stay within the fam-
ily budget. As I grew older,

I came to understand she
went without many things
for herself to make sure her
kids got better than just the
necessities of life. She was
that kind of a woman. Maybe
I didn’t know it at the time,
but as I grew older and real-
ized what she had done, it
made me love her even more.

When my sisters and I
asked mom if there was even
a possibility of attending the
circus, she commented on
how expensive the tickets
were, and she was not sure
if we could afford it, but she
“would see.”

Being told she “would see”
was “mom talk” and could
mean a variety of things. It
might mean she already had
decided not to do something
and was simply getting us
kids out of her hair until she
was in the right frame of
mind to tell us, “No.” On the

www.hcnews.com

Disappointment inevitable; discouragement a choice

other hand, it might mean
she had to do some serious
thinking and how she could
make it happen. My 8-year-
old self could not decipher
which way she might be lean-
ing on this occasion, but I
knew enough not to pester
her and to simply wait until
she decided.

Much to my joy, a couple of
days later Mom announced
she had bought tickets to
the circus for her and us
three kids. Dad respectfully
declined to attend. In the
back of my mind, I sort of
knew there only had been
enough money for four tick-
ets and so dad stayed home
so us kids could go. Not sure
where the money came from
that paid for the tickets, but
Idid notice we ate consider-
ably more spaghetti marina-
ra the next couple of weeks
and there was an absence
of things like store bought
cookies or treats.

On the day of the circus, I
woke up wondering with ex-
citement what time we would
leave home and go to the
fairgrounds. The day could
not pass fast enough. About
noon, I noticed it started to
cloud up outside. Inever
gave it much thought, but as
the afternoon got later, the
skies started looking angry.
By the time we should be
leaving to go it was a full out
deluge, raining so furiously
it was hard to see the other
side of the road from the bay
window in the front room.

Mom then made an an-
nouncement that made

my heart sink lower than I
thought possible. The rain
and lightning were so fierce
that the radio had pro-
claimed the circus was can-
celed for the evening.

I'was mortified. I had been
so excited to see my first cir-
cus that the disappointment
overwhelmed me. I remem-
ber stomping my feet and
wanting to lash out at whom-
ever controlled the weather.
Then my sweet mother came
up beside me, led me to the
sofa and sat down.

In a very calm voice, she ex-
plained to me that life would
be full of disappointment.
She went on to make clear
that sometimes disappoint-
ments happen and all we can
do is go on. Being upset did
not cure anything; it only
made the situation worse.

Admittedly, I was so young
I did not really grasp the
totality of the lesson my
mother was trying to teach
me, but here all these years
later, her voice still echoes in
my brain. There have been a
lot of disappointments that
entered my world since that
day, and I have always tried
to remember what mom told
me. Appreciate and celebrate
all things in life and the dis-
appointments won’t seem to
be nearly as catastrophic.

Thought for the day:
Disappointments are inevi-
table; discouragement is a
choice. Charles Stanley.

Until next time ... T will
keep ridin’ the storm out!

sam@hcnews.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

HALLELUJAH, THE LIGHTS ARE BACK

We all have missed the light strings
that stretched from the star atop the
courthouse to the four corners of the
square. There was something magical
about them every Christmas season.
The magic is back! (Cue the hallelu-
jah chorus).

We learned of their return and the
reason for their absence in a Hood
County News article a few weeks
back. We were filled with anticipation
at the news. We made regular visits

to the square for indications that the
installation was underway. Last week
while driving down Pearl Street we
saw lift equipment in the courthouse
parking lot and men with hard hats
moving into action. The anticipation
became palpable.

We drove around the square sev-
eral times after the official lighting.
They truly are back. Things seem
back in balance. They once again will

son that had a part in finding a path
to make it happen. It would have
been easiest to conclude it was no
longer feasible due to the safety
concerns, But not ya’ll. You found a
solution that addressed the safety is-
sues and brought the strands of light
back. Every smile and every twinkle
in eyes will be an expression of grati-
tude for your efforts.

We have the best town square there

delight residents and visitors alike
with joy.
A huge “Thank You” to every per-

is thanks to efforts like this one.

David S. Shaw
Granbury

Submit your Letters to the Editor

HCNEWS.COM/FORMS/LETTERS
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Although not
Granbury natives, Ty
and Tracie Harper have
called Granbury their
hometown since 1995.

“We were a young fam-
ily. It was time to get
out of Fort Worth, and
we had a wish list. We
wanted an old house, a
small community where
our boys could grow up
feeling safe and make
lifelong friends, and a
commutable distance to
Fort Worth". They chose
Granbury and moved
out here, not knowing a
single soul.

“We looked at so many
houses in so many small
towns. This old house
needed paint; the yard
was a mess; the inside
was weird; and it was
perfect. I could picture
raising my babies here.

I knew I was home.” The
Harpers have lovingly
refurbished and main-
tained their 1940s home
for 30 years.

Throughout the years,
the Harpers have been
involved in church,
schools, the boys’
sports, civic and non-
profit organizations, the
chamber of commerce ...
well, the community.

Ty commuted for years
but now works locally.
Tracie recently retired
from Daffan Cooling and
Heating to start her own

Say hello to our
neighbor Ty and
Iracie Harper!

COURTESY PHOTO

sales and leadership
coaching business. She
also serves on the board
of directors and as co-
chair of the Women in
Business Committee for
the Granbury Chamber
of Commerce.

The boys, Nic and
Dillon, grew up here,
making memories and
lifelong friends in
their small hometown.
Tracie’s parents and
sister’s family relocated
to Granbury, soon after.
Tracie said, “The cous-
ins went to school to-
gether, played together,
and had friends togeth-
er. They grew up more
like siblings than cous-
ins. It was wonderful.”

She also reiterated,
“As sure as I was back
then about our deci-
sion, we could never
have imagined the life
we would build here,
the friends we would
make, the opportuni-
ties we would have.
Parties, Decker gym,
parades, Pirate sta-
dium, the drive-in, the
square, backyard wed-
dings, grandbabies play-
ing in the same places
their daddies did ... the
heartbreak, the joy, the
mess of living, it has
all been lived here. And
there’s so much more to
come. We are incredibly
grateful.”
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OBITUARIES

Bonnie Laurel Ledbetter Welsh

1942 - 2025

James Paul Holdren Jr.

1969 -

2025

Born Bonnie Laurel
Ledbetter, Laurel passed
away at the Westmore
Senior Living nursing
home Monday, Nov. 24,
2025, at the age of 83 in
Fort Worth, Texas. Laurel
was born in Athens,
Texas, July 25, 1942, in
Henderson County. Her
parents were Robert
Herschel Ledbetter and
Dorothy Wyche Ledbetter.

Laurel graduated from
Athens High School
in 1960 and from the
University of North

Texas in 1963 with a
Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Education. Laurel’s
first teaching job was in
Corpus Christi, Texas.

She taught in Corpus

until her application to
join the Department of
Defense Education Activity
(DoDEA) Pacific was ac-
cepted. Laurel wanted

to see the world and to
educate the children of
American servicemen and
women stationed at mili-
tary installations in the
Pacific theater.

Laurel moved to
Okinawa, Japan, in 1965,
where she met her future
husband, William Brendan
“Bill” Welsh. Laurel and Bill
were married in Okinawa
in 1966. Bill worked at a

three-letter federal govern-
ment agency and was sta-
tioned around the world.
Laurel lived her dream and
taught in Taipei, Taiwan;
Upper Heyford, England;
Monrovia, Liberia; and
Sterling, Virginia. Laurel
left teaching and spent the
final 10 years of her career
as a customer service rep-
resentative for the United
Services Automobile
Association (USAA).
Laurel retired in 1996,
and she and Bill retired to
Granbury, Texas, in 1998.
Laurel enjoyed Bible
study, exercise, playing
bridge, gardening, and
any social events with her
many friends. Laurel never
met a stranger. Laurel was

preceded in death by her
parents Robert Herschel
Ledbetter and Dorothy
Wyche Ledbetter, her sister
Frances Welch and broth-
er-in-law James Welch, and
her husband Bill Welsh and
her son Brendan Welsh.
Laurel is survived by her
son, daughter-in-law, and
grandson, Mark, Christina,
and Connor Welsh, as well
as daughter-in-law Carol
and grandchildren PJ,
Colleen, Molly and Bridget
Welsh.

Services will be held at
11 a.m., Thursday, Dec. 18,
2025, at Acton Methodist
Church, 3433 Fall Creek
Highway, Granbury, Texas
76049.

James Paul Holdren Jr., 56, passed away
Thursday, Nov. 27, 2025, surrounded by his
family at Heart to Heart Hospice House in
Fort Worth, Texas.

Jim was born Oct. 16, 1969, in Oklahoma
City, Oklahoma, to James and Marjorie
Holdren. He spent his early childhood in
Southern California, his school years in
Palisade, Colorado, and his high-school
years in Central Point, Oregon. He graduat-
ed from Crater High School in 1988.

While living in Oregon, Jim worked as a
landscaper for 11 years. In 2005, he moved
to Tolar, Texas, and worked at Hidden Oaks
Golf Course for two years. In 2009, he began
his long and joyful employment with Squaw
Valley Golf Course in Glen Rose, Texas. In
2021, he made his home in DeCordova,
Texas.

Jim loved people, and he shared his smile
with everyone he met. He enjoyed going to
church and lighting the candles, bowling,
landscaping, puzzles, dancing, music, fish-
ing, and building with LEGO. His greatest
passion, however, was golf. Tuesdays and
Thursdays were especially meaningful to
him — you could always find him playing
in the DeCordova scrambles. He took great
pride in his work as a range-ball picker at
Squaw Valley, bringing joy to golfers every
day. Jim never met a stranger.

He is survived by his parents, Marjorie
and Fred Smith; sisters, Susan Porter
of Medford, Oregon, and Judy Shea of
DeCordova, Texas; stepsister, Chandra
Leeper of Aurora, Colorado; and stepbroth-
er Chet Smith of Castle Rock, Colorado. He
also leaves behind five nieces, eight neph-
ews, and countless great-nieces, great-neph-
ews, and cousins.

Jim was preceded in death by his father,

James Paul Holdren, and his sister, Sandra
Lynn Holdren Jones.

Visitation: Thursday, Dec. 4, at Wiley
Funeral Home from 5-7 p.m. Funeral ser-
vice: Friday, December 5, at 1 p.m. at the
funeral home, followed by burial at Acton
Cemetery in Acton, Texas. Celebration of
life: 3 p.m. at the DeCordova Clubhouse for
all friends and family.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests do-
nations to the DeCordova Bend Estates Jr.
Golf Program. These contributions will pro-
vide scholarships to ensure all youth inter-
ested in golf can enjoy the game, in memory
of Jim Holdren.

Please send donations to:

DCBE Country Club

5301 Country Club Drive

Granbury, TX 76049

Lawrence Jack Levine

1932 -2025

SUBMITTING AN OBITUARY

Lawrence Jack Levine, 93, of Hot Springs
Village, Arkansas, passed away peacefully Nov.
24,2025. Born in Indiana, Pennsylvania, Aug.

1, 1932, Larry lived a long, rich, and adventure-
filled life defined by family, service, and a life-
long love of the outdoors.

Larry grew up in Pennsylvania and through-
out his life called many places home, including
Pennsylvania, Texas and Arkansas. He gradu-
ated from Penn State University in State College,
Pennsylvania, where he was a proud member
of the 1953 National Championship Wrestling
Team. A dedicated professional, Larry earned
his CPA license and went on to serve as county
auditor for both Hood and Parker County, near
Fort Worth, Texas. His career also included lead-
ership roles in Pittsburgh, where he worked for
West Realty and served as VP/CFO of Levinson
Steel. An entrepreneur at heart, he later became
the proprietor of a marina in Palo Pinto, Texas.

Larry married the love of his life, Sharon
“Shari” McAllister, with whom he shared a part-
nership, laughter and devotion.

He cherished his family deeply. He was the be-
loved father of Liane Jerdan (husband Michael),
Sheri Levine-Everett, Cindy Dixon (husband
Jerry), and Chris Levine (wife Amanda).

He took immense pride in his role as grandfa-
ther to Michael, Dustin, Christie, Jenna and Cate,
and as great-grandfather to Jace, Anna, Haygen,
Calluna, Avery and Indie.

Larry was preceded in death by his parents,
Jim and Sylvia Levine as well as his sister, Arlane
Horewitz.

A man of many passions, Larry was an instru-
ment-rated pilot who found joy and freedom in
the sky, flying his own Cessna airplanes. He em-
braced the outdoors, especially skiing, boating
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Larry had a special way of connecting with his

family. He called it the “toothpick talks”. The
idea was during special walks, each person had
a toothpick in their mouth, much like grown
men do. And the talks were all about life rela-
tionships, or any subject. Much knowledge was
gained during these walks, along with a very
special bond.

Those who knew Larry will remember his
amazing quick wit and humor that always kept
us laughing. Even at 93, he had a sharp mind,
strong work ethic, warm presence, and the un-
wavering love for his family. His legacy lives on
in the many lives he touched.

He will be profoundly missed.

In lieu of flowers, please donate to the Hot
Springs Village Animal Welfare League

195 Cloaca Lane

obituary.

Holly Hills
Memorial Park

The Only Perpetual Care Cemetery in Hood County

WHETHER YOUR LOVED ONE IS HERE
AT OUR CEMETERY OR ANOTHER, WE
OFFER MARKERS AND MONUMENTS
ALONG WITH BURIAL PLOTS,
CREMATION GARDENS, MAUSOLEUM
CRYPTS, AND NICHES RIGHT HERE
ON OUR GROUNDS

Obituaries are submitted online at obituaries.hcnews.com.
Advance payment is required and you may do so online when
placing the obituary.

Obituaries should come from the funeral home. Obituaries
placed by next of kin must be verified with the facility handling
the body or the church where service will be held. You must
provide the contact info for verification when submitting the

The Hood County News deadline for obituaries is 10 a.m.
Wednesday for the Saturday paper. Deadlines are subject to
change during holidays.

Scan QR with any
smartphone to view
obituaries.hcnews.com

STAY CONNECTED AT
HCNEWS.COM

WILEY
FUNERAL
HOME AND
CREMATION
SERVICES

and motorcycle riding. He loved animals and had
several dogs throughout his life, which were very
special to him. His current Havanese (Barkley)
and Sheltie (Finley) will miss him terribly. Larry’s

interests reflected his spirited and adventurous
nature, which stayed with him all his life

Hot Springs Village, Arkansas 71909
hsvawl.org

In memory of Larry’s care for animals.
Online condolences at www.caruth-hale.com

(817) 279 - 7270

1909 Weatherford Hwy
Granbury, Texas 76048

“ Family Own%d Funeral Home &
and operated Cremation Services
GRANBURY

GRANBURY 817-573-1154

FINANCIAL FOCUS

Generosity meets strategy with tax-savvy donations

CHAD CARROLL
Edward Jones
Financial Adviser

Giving to charity feels
good, but understanding
the tax benefits can benefit
both the charity and you.
Whether you donate regular-
ly or are planning your first
gift, knowing how chari-
table tax deductions work
can help you make informed
decisions while supporting
causes you care about. Here
are things to consider:

The basics: Itemizing vs.
standard deduction. To
benefit from charitable tax
deductions, you need to
itemize your deductions on
your tax return. Everyone
automatically receives a
standard deduction, which
in 2025 is $31,500 for mar-

ried couples
filing jointly
or $15,750 for
single filers.
You'll only
benefit from
itemizing if
your total
deductions,
including charitable gifts,
exceed these amounts.

For many people, chari-
table donations alone won't
push them above the stan-
dard deduction threshold.
However, when combined
with other deductible ex-
penses like mortgage inter-
est or state and local taxes,
itemizing can make finan-
cial sense.

If you give regularly but
don’t usually exceed the
standard deduction, con-
sider “stacking” your dona-
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Chad Carroll

tions. Instead of donating
$5,000 annually, you might
donate $15,750 in one year
to exceed the itemization
threshold, then take the
standard deduction in sub-
sequent years.

Ensure your donation
qualifies. To claim a deduc-
tion, you must give to a
qualified charitable orga-
nization recognized by
the IRS. You can verify an
organization’s status on
the IRS website or ask the
charity for their determi-
nation letter. Donations to
individuals, even those in
need, don’t qualify for tax
deductions.

Additionally, you can’t
receive personal benefits in
exchange for your donation.
If you give $500 to a charity
but receive concert tickets

worth $200, your deductible
amount is only $300.

How much can you de-
duct? The IRS limits chari-
table deductions based on
your adjusted gross income
(AGI). For cash donations
to public charities, you can
typically deduct up to 60
percent of your AGI. If you
donate stocks or other ap-
preciated assets you've held
for more than a year, the
limit is generally 30 percent
of your AGI.

If your donation exceeds
these limits in a single year,
you can carry forward the
unused portion for up to
five years.

What to donate. Think
strategically about what you
donate. While cash is easi-
est, donating appreciated
stocks can provide addi-

tional tax benefits since you
avoid paying capital gains
taxes on the investment’s
growth.

Keep good records.
Documentation matters.
For donations under $250,
a canceled check or receipt
works fine. Cash donations
of $250 or more need writ-
ten acknowledgment from
the charity. For larger non-
cash donations of property
exceeding $5,000 in value,
the IRS requires a quali-
fied written appraisal. Keep
these records with your
tax documents in case the
IRS requests proof. See IRS
Publication No. 526 and
No. 561 for information on
charitable contributions and
valuing donated property.

The bottom line:
Charitable giving may start

with your heart, but under-
standing the tax implica-
tions helps you give more
effectively. Work with a tax
professional and a financial
advisor to develop a giving
strategy that aligns with
both your charitable goals
and financial situation. With
thoughtful planning, you
can maximize both your
impact on causes you care
about and the tax benefits
you receive.

This article was written
by Edward Jones for use by
your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor. Edward
Jones, Member SIPC. Edward
Jones, its employees and fi-
nancial advisors cannot pro-
vide tax or legal advice. You
should consult your attorney
or qualified tax advisor re-
garding your situation.
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BY JEFF 0SBORNE
Jeff@hcnews.com

Three weeks after voters
approved plans to improve
local roads and expand the
Hood County Jail, the Hood
County Commissioners
Court heard an update Nov.
25 on the next step to make
those plans a reality.

Representatives from
Innovative Transportation
Solutions and DRG
Architects talked about
what county leaders will
need to focus on in terms
of decisions. A representa-
tive from Hilltop Securities
talked about funding the
projects.

John Pollster, of
Transportation Solutions,
presented handouts to
the commissioners and
said Hood County lead-
ers will need to meet with
Texas Department of
Transportation personnel
to determine priorities and
estimated costs for the first

phases of each road project.

Commissioners approved
an agreement with the jail

architects, DRG, by a 3-2
vote, with County Judge
Ron Massingill, Precinct

1 Commissioner Kevin
Andrews and Precinct 3
Commissioner Jack Wilson
voting in favor. Voting
against the measure were
Precinct 2 Commissioner
Nannette Samuelson, who
expressed some concerns
with parts of the reimburse-
ment plan for DRG, and
Precinct 4 Commissioner
Dave Eagle.

Eagle said he thought
ITS was “Going to help us
through the first phase and
then we were going to go out
for bids, or did I misunder-
stand that?”

Andrews said, “We’ve al-
ready hired an architect for
this, is that not correct?”

“Until the bond was
passed, we don’t go
through the next step,”
County Purchasing Agent
Glenn Tilleman said, add-
ing if commissioners went
through the bidding process
now, “You'd be starting
from scratch.”

www.hcnews.com

Commissioners hear road, jai

DRG’s Wayne Gondeck
said the county did go
through a selection process
in 2024.

“I did not perceive the
need to go through the se-
lection process again and
not move forward,” he said.
“I'believe at one point a
contract was brought to the
court, but we do not have a
contract to move forward at
this point.

“The court does have the
authority to issue an RFQ
(request for qualifications)
to open it up again. I hope
y’all don’t do that. We've
spent a lot of time on this,”
Gondeck said.

Massingill said he appreci-
ates the work DRG has done
so far.

“Y’all helped us get to this
point,” he said.

Samuelson raised some
concerns regarding reim-
bursement items for DRG.

“Iwant to make it clear
regarding the design for
communications — is it
the responsibility of Hood
County to determine this?”

Samuelson asked.

“As far as specifications,
your actual phone system
and devices, we leave that to
the county,” Gondeck said.

“I'want to be clear on
what’s our responsibility.

I want to be sure the IT de-
partment is in the loop that
they’ll be responsible for
this,” Samuelson said.

“Most of the time, (com-
munication equipment)
is not in the bond for 20
years when the equipment
is obsolete in five years,”
Gondeck said. “That’s a
county responsibility.

Samuelson then asked
about furniture, furnishings
and equipment design.

“We are providing all the
fixed detention furniture go-
ing to the jail, not for admin-
istrative offices,” Gondeck
said. “The design of furni-
ture is included, the furni-
ture will be provided by the
contractor.”

The measure was ap-
proved by the 3-2 vote.

The contract with DRG
calls for the expansion of

the jail to accommodate at
least 353 inmates, with the
possibility of it housing up
to 385.

The fee proposal from
DRG was for $1.76 million
for basic services, $412,000
for supplemental services
and $70,000 for reimburs-
able expenses. The supple-
mental services include
work by civil engineers,
geotechnical engineers, sur-
veyors and an environmen-
tal engineer, as well as a fire
safety engineer.

This contract is based on
an anticipated start date on
or before Jan. 1, 2026. The
design phase is expected to

be 6-9 months, with comple-

tion of construction expect-
ed in early 2028.

Jim Sabonis with Hilltop
Securities gave an overview
of financing for the bond
packages.

“The next step is to know
what you want to fund this
year,” he said. “The first
phase is to manage your tax
rate between now and June
or July. The reason to do

| bond updates

this in phases is to reduce
the impact on the county,
and you couldn’t build every
road at the same time.”

He commended the coun-
ty for having a AAA finan-
cial rating in four of five cat-
egories, “And the only one
that is AA is something you
can’t control that is based
on state requirements.”

Sabonis said the expec-
tation is for a June 2026
bond sale with closing in
July 2025, “and then two
months for the money to be
available.”

Eagle said the county is
scheduled to have its debt
paid off in February 2026 or
March 2026, with the bud-
get cycle starting in May or
June.

“We’re looking at 3.5 to
4 cents (per $100 prop-
erty value for the tax rate)
and staying pretty close
to where we are,” Eagle
said. “We’ve got a good
shot if we manage this cor-
rectly; it won't affect the
rate that will be charged to
taxpayers.”

City employees

BY JAXON HANSARD
Jjaxon@hcnews.com

The second annual City of
Granbury chili cookoff was
a success Dec. 2 at the David
Southern Lake Granbury
Conference Center. Chili,
Fritos, cornbread and cheese
were available for city work-

ers to enjoy and stay warm.
Granbury’s City Employee
Development Group orga-
nized the event. They are a
team made up of staff from
multiple departments.
“Their role is to create
activities that strengthen
teamwork, encourage col-
laboration and help build a

rewarded with

positive, supportive work-
place culture across the
organization,” said Jeff
Newpher, city of Granbury
Communications manager.
City employees entered
the cookoff with their own
chili and dessert creations
for judges to examine and
determine who should go

home with a first-, second- or
third-place finish.

“The cookoff is all about
bringing city employees to-
gether. It offers a fun, friend-
ly competition and gives
staff a chance to share their
talents outside their day-to-
day work. Most importantly,
it helps employees from all

a chili cookoft

different departments con-
nect and enjoy a lunch time
together,” Newpher said.

This year’s cookoff was
well attended and showed
exciting growth in its second
year. There were 12 chili
teams and about 110 city
staff members enjoying the
event.

2025 City of Granbury
Chili Cookoff results

1st Place: Dana Richard
— Building Inspections
Department

2nd Place: Zac Anderson —
Police Department

3rd Place: Chad Williamson
— Building Maintenance
Department
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PHOTOS BY JAXON HANSARD | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Louis Trejo (right) serves some of his chili entry Dec. 2 to Granbury city workers looking for some lunch. Chili Cookoff judges make their decision on which chili should take home the first-place medal from the

compeititon Dec. 2.

Granbury City workers enjoy the hot chili and warm conference room Dec. 2 at the David Southern Lake Granbury Conference Center.

for the Paluxy River Children’s Advocacy

Chamber sets two ribbon-cuttings
Center, 805 Lipan Hwy.

The Granbury Chamber of Commerce
staff perhaps was still drying out from the
parade-night storm and had just one event
this past week. However, they will get back
on track with two events Dec. 11-12.

CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE NEWS & NOTES

NEXT WEEK

9 a.m. Thursday, December 11 — Coffee
and Connections at Harbor Lakes Golf
Club. The chamber asks for attendees to
register if they are planning on attending
because seating is limited.

5 p.m. Friday, Dec. 12 — ribbon cutting
at Pinnacle Bank.

This Week
The Granbury Chamber of Commerce
held a groundbreaking Wednesday, Dec. 3
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step in the right direction

Team Granbury raises $1,200 for Alzheimer’s research

BY CHLOE LAING
chloe@hcnews.com

When Kim Lewis’ mother, Shirley
Thornton Anderson, died last year from
complications caused by Alzheimer’s,
she knew she had to step up and advo-
cate for others battling the devastat-
ing disease. This year, she led a charge
for Alzheimer’s research by leading
Team Granbury in the 2025 Walk to End
Alzheimer’s on Nov. 15.

Walk to End Alzheimer’s is a na-
tionwide event orchestrated by the
Alzheimer’s Association to raise aware-
ness and research funding.

Team Granbury participated in
Fort Worth’s Walk to End Alzheimer’s
event, held at The Shops at Clearfork.
Together, the team raised more than
$1,200 in donations for the association.

Team Granbury is making plans to
keep striving for more Alzheimer’s
advocacy.

“It’s our plan to grow the walk. It’s
our plan to continue for Team Granbury
to have a presence every year at the
walk,” Lewis said. “It’s also our plan
that we will do one big Hood County
event every year.”

Alzheimer’s became personal for
Lewis in 2024.

“We lost our mom in 2024 to
Alzheimer’s,” Lewis said. “She was
known to everyone in Granbury as

Shirley Thornton of Shirley’s Total
Concepts, a physical therapy prac-

tice on Bridge Street from the 1980s
through the 1990s. There, she cared for
many of our veterans and our elderly
population. We lost her last year; she
had the onset of dementia as it pro-
gressed into Alzheimer’s.”

Team Granbury was comprised of
14 members of the Hood County com-
munity, many of whom had either lost
aloved one to Alzheimer’s or current-
ly are acting as a victim’s caretaker.

For Team Granbury, the Walk to End
Alzheimer’s is a true labor of love.

“It was bittersweet. Obviously, a lot
of memories and a lot of stories,” Lewis
said. “Almost everybody who walked
are caregivers. I've lost my mom, but
there are many who walk who are still
active caregivers. They're caring for
their parents or in some of our walkers’
cases, even siblings.”

According to Lewis, the sense of
community she felt from participat-
ing among individuals who had lived
through the same experience as her was
nearly as impactful to her as honoring
her mother’s legacy.

“I went to honor my mom, but I've
gotten such a blessing from the other
stories as well,” Lewis said. “It's won-
derful to be connected to people who
have shared in, and are still sharing in,

the same experience.”

Lewis said she felt Alzheimer’s ad-
vocacy is especially important in Hood
County, where 60 percent of the popu-
lation is elderly.

“Statistically, and this is from the
Alzheimer’s Association, one in three
seniors will die of some form of de-
mentia or Alzheimer’s,” Lewis said.
“Granbury, if you look at the demo-
graphics of Granbury, 60 percent of the
population is what we would call our
senior citizens. You know, it’s a retire-
ment community.”

While this was the first event
Lewis has orchestrated on behalf of
Granbury’s fight against Alzheimer’s,
she already has more plans for aid com-
ing down the pike.

This coming spring, Lewis’ goal is to
host “Serving for a Cause,” a tennis/
pickleball benefit event for Alzheimer’s
that will dually serve as a resource fair
for Alzheimer’s caretakers.

“It will be a benefit, an Alzheimer’s
benefit, but we hope to have many ven-
dors there that people can reach out to
receive some education from, so they
are better equipped and enabled to con-
tinue as caregivers,” Lewis said.

For more information about Walk to
End Alzheimer’s or how you can help
with the upcoming benefit, contact
Lewis at 817-228-3924.

COURTESY PHOTO

Team Granbury represented the local area in the Fort Worth Walk to End Alzheimer’s event, raising more than $1,200 for the Alzheimer’s

Association.

Granbury’s newest youth baseball
league steps up to the plate

BY MICKY SHEARON
micky@hcnews.com

Granbury resident Joe

That belief is the backbone
of everything Jones does.

Jones has worn many hats in
his life — U.S. Navy veteran,
construction professional,
nonprofit founder, coach,
husband and dad — but his
newest title might be the
most exciting yet: founder of
the Granbury Youth Baseball
Association (GYBA).

For Jones, the organiza-
tion represents something
more meaningful than form-
ing baseball teams. It’s about
strengthening the roots of
the community he’s called
home since 2007.

“I'moved to Hood County
when I got out of the Navy,
and I've been here ever
since,” Jones said. “Hood
County has been home for
along time, and it’s impor-
tant to me to give back to the
community that’s given so
much to my family.”

Jones’ drive for service
runs deep. Whether through
his military career, his work
in construction or his years
coaching youth sports, he’s
always found purpose in
building things — not just
structures, but confidence,
opportunity and community.

“I'm someone who believes
deeply in service, commu-
nity and creating opportuni-
ties for kids,” he said. “I've
always been driven by the
idea of building strong foun-
dations and helping others
grow.”

He recently launched Play It
Forward Fitness, a local non-
profit that introduces youth
to fitness fundamentals,
builds their confidence and
helps them find joy in stay-
ing active. The program grew
quickly — and so did the un-
derstanding that many of the
children wanted more.

“As Play It Forward Fitness
grew, it became clear that
many of these kids needed a
place where they could con-
tinue developing — especial-
ly those who wanted to play
baseball,” Jones said. “That
realization showed us there
was a gap in our community,
and it played a big role in
inspiring us to form GYBA
so these kids had a place to
grow, learn and thrive.”

That gap — the lack of a
structured, development-
focused recreational base-
ball option — is one many
Granbury families have
felt. Jones said he’s seen
firsthand how recreational
sports programs have strug-
gled across communities,
leaving parents feeling stuck
between limited recreational
opportunities and expensive
travel-ball commitments.

“There’s nothing wrong
with travel ball; it has its
place,” he said. “But we be-
lieve rec baseball should still
offer strong competition,
great coaching, structure and
real development. Our goal
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faces when everybody
comes to town and walks
through the parks,” McLain
said. “That’s why we do it —
for people to enjoy.”

In addition to the lights in
Shanley Park, the Night of
Lights Parade also includes
the iconic lights that stretch
from the top of the court-
house to the four corners of
the square.

According to Deputy
City Manager Michael Ross,
these began to be hung in
2009, but after the process
of hanging them was de-
termined to be too danger-
ous for city staff to con-
tinue, these lights took a
three-year sabbatical from
Granbury’s light lineup.

“The electrical depart-
ment had performed the in-
stallation of the lights from
the top of the courthouse
to each corner, and in time,
it just became evident that
was not the safest way to
be performing that installa-
tion,” Ross said.

However, Ross received
numerous complaints from
the community, begging
for the return of the lights,
driving the city to search
for a safe solution.

“It was decided about
three years ago now that
we needed to pursue pro-
fessional contractors to
do those installations and
make sure they were in-
stalled properly so they can
just be left up,” Ross said.

The solution was found in
Cobb Fendley. The struc-
tural engineering firm
worked alongside the city
to implement a new system
for the courthouse lights —
a permanent structure of
steel cables anchored in a

beam atop the courthouse,
which would safely support
the weight of the string of
bulbs and remain in place
year-round.

“They (Cobb Fendley)
came out and did the in-
stallation of the beam and
connected the four cables
to the courthouse,” Ross
said. “We purchased those
cables —the city and county
together did that purchase,
and then once everything
was strong and connected,
that’s when our electric
department took the four
cables that were dangling
at first and stretched them
and connected them to
the four corners. Then the
Christmas light contrac-
tor came last week and did
their installation of the
lights themselves on those
cables.”

The project cost the city
$130,000, including the
$50,000 donation from
the Lake Granbury Area
Beautification Council
for the Christmas light
contractors.

The work concluded a
week before the 2025 Night
of Lights Parade, which was
to be held Nov. 28. While
the parade may have been
rained out, the lights still
proudly returned to the
square at promptly 6 p.m.
to the joy of the crowd.

“That’s what it was all
about — restoring that
very tradition,” Ross said.
“People have really said
they miss that key compo-
nent of the Christmas tra-
dition here on the square.
And so, bringing that back
is just really joyful. Seeing
the expressions on all of the
attendees’ faces last Friday
evening, even though it was
beginning to rain, was still
something to behold.”

.._-__. e
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Lightsilluminate across Granbury’s Shanley Park thanks to the
work of Granbury’s parks and recreation staff.
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month extension,” Hohon
said. “There is a huge back-
log on apparatus produc-
tion. The manufacturer
puts trucks into production
and you're going to be pick-
ing a truck already slotted
for production.”

He said that would re-
duce the wait time by 8-12
months.

Councilmember Bruce
Wadley asked if the grant

required that the apparatus
purchased be “brand new.”
He was told that was part

of the requirements, as well
as a storage capacity of at
least 1,000 gallons of water.

“We appreciate your
leadership, chief,” Coffman
told Hohon. “You guys
are volunteers — that’s
incredible.”

Hohon reciprocated.

“We appreciate the sup-
port of the city. We can’t
thank you enough for the
support you give us,” he
said.
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Regardless of skill level, young players are taught the basics and

Oil, Gas, & Mineral Rights

Both non-producing and producing

including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

fundamentals of catching, throwing, baserunning and hitting,
organizer Joe Jones says about the newly formed Granbury Youth

Baseball League.

with GYBA is to raise the bar
so families don’t feel forced
to leave their community

or spend thousands of dol-
lars just to give their child a
chance.”

With that mission in mind,
GYBA was born — a local,
community-first baseball
league focused on fairness,
safety, development and
keeping baseball fun.

“What sets GYBA apart is
our commitment to safety,
structure and genuine player

development,” Jones said.
“Our motto is simple: ‘Is this
what’s best for the kids?’
Every decision runs through
that filter.”

Raising the bar isn’t just a
slogan for GYBA. The orga-
nization has implemented
some of the most compre-
hensive coaching standards
in the area. All coaches must
pass a seven-year back-
ground check, obtain CPR/

PLEASE SEE BASEBALL | A10

806.620.1422
LOBO MINERALS, LLC

PO Box 1800 « Lubbock, TX 79408 « LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

Jim’'s Metal Roof Coatings

Licensed and Insured

Statewide Service

All of our coatings protect and make your building look beautiful.

°ASPHALT SHINGLE ROOF COATINGS
FLAT DECK ROOF COATINGS

LEAK REPAIR - BIN TOPS - ROOFING (METAL/GALVANIZED)

PAINTING

METAL BUILDING (STEEL OR ALUMINUM) - HOUSE (EXTERIOR)

Call your local contractor, Jim’s Metal Farm Coatings at

(325) 436-4039

(469) 315-0002

TexSCAN Week of
Dec. 7-13, 2025

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE

Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide
coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract,
no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans feature
unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For
more information, call 1-855-493-3803.

CHARITY

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

ENERGY

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just
a generator. It’s a power move.

MEDICAL

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus
procedures. Real dental insurance - NOT just a
discount plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-
0467 www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network
184 Participating Texas Newspapers * Regional Ads
Start At $250 « Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

T

Jim’s Metal Roof Coatings, licensed and insured,
statewide service. Roof coating, painting, leak repair,
bin tops, roofing (metal/galvanized), metal building
(steel or aluminum), house (exterior). Call your local
contractor, Jim’s Metal Farm Coatings at (325) 436-
4039 or (469) 315-0002.

No more cleaning out gutters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter
is backed by a no-clog guarantee and lifetime
transferrable warranty. Call today 1-833-460-3020
to schedule a FREE inspection and no obligation
estimate. Get 15% off your entire order. Plus, Military
& Seniors get an additional 10% off. Limited time only.
Restrictions apply, see representative for warranty and
offer details.

OIL & GAS

We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WANTED

Need Extra Cash — | Buy RVs & Mobile Homes
—Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper
Pulls. In Any Area, Any Condition — Old/New, Dirty
or Clean! | PAY CA$H. No Title — No Problem, we
can apply for one. We go anywhere in Texas. ANR
Enterprises, 956-466-7001!
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Thanksgiving morning,
friends of James Brock
and his family carried his
memory into the holiday
season by organizing an-
other year of the James
Brock Legacy Thanksgiving
Dinner, a free feast open
to the entire Hood County
community.

In 2016, local restaura-
teur James Brock began his
annual Thanksgiving din-
ner as a way to pursue his
true passion — giving back
to his community.

The goal of this event
was to gather the commu-

nity together and partake
in a little “meanin’ of the
season” - providing meals
and company for any-

one who might need it on
Thanksgiving.

Brock himself carried
this Thanksgiving legacy
from 2016 until he passed
away from cancer in 2024.

Following his death, his
closest family and friends,

the Crawfords, the Beckers,

the Taylors and more of
Brock’s loved ones knew
they had to keep his legacy
alive through the holiday
season and continue to
care for the community as
he would have.

“He always wanted to

o~

Habitat

for Humanity®
of Hood County

Match Fund drive is
November 15, 2025 thorugh January 31, 2026
All donations will be matched up to the
amount of the fund.

Thank you StoneWater Church, Acton
Methodist Church, Jean Harris Memorial
Foundation and our anonymous
Matching Fund Sponsors!

Pleage gend your gift to:
Habitat for Humanity of Hood County
PO Box 1866, Granbury, TX 76048

Or give online at

www.hcnews.com

James Brock Legacy Thanksgiving Dinner returns

help people, and this is one
of his favorite ways to do
it. I think Thanksgiving was
always his favorite holi-
day, and this was some-
thing he always put a lot of
work into organizing, and
S0 now we're putting a lot
of work into organizing

it too,” organizer Jordan
Becker said.

So, for the past two
years, they’'ve assembled
the usual suspects with
one goal in mind — to feed
more than 1,000 Granbury
area residents some fresh,
hot turkey with all the best
fixings.

The feast is available in
three formats: attendees

are invited to partake to-
gether at the Hood County
Reunion Grounds, pick up
a to-go feast bag for howev-
er many members of their
family they need to feed, or
by having a meal hand-de-
livered to their door by one
of the feast’s organizers.
According to Becker,
275 people ate in at the
grounds, 225 picked up
meals on-site and more
than 300 people had meals
delivered.

CHLOE LAING | HOOD COUNTY NEWS
The community gatheres at the
Hood County Reunion Grounds
for fellowship and afree
Thanksgiving feast.

Organizer Brian Crawford serves one of the hundreds of visitors to the James Brock Legacy Thanksgiving Dinner.

Mission Granbury

is always
#heretohelp
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Help us by donating or shopping at
New Beginnings Resale Shoppe & Boutique.

1204 Waters Edge Dr., Granbury 76048
(across from the movie theater)

SHOP: Mon. — Fri. 10 a.m.- 6 p.m. / Sat.10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
DONATE CLEAN ITEMS: Wed. — Sat. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

You know there is suffering you don’t see...

CHOOSE to see.
CHOOSE to help.

Missiongranbury.org/Donate

Mission Granbury Resource Center 817-579-6866 #HEREtoHELP
24-hour Crisis Hotline 844-579-6848
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ADA CAREY
SHELTER
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MISSION
GRANBURY¢
Mission Granbury, a 501(c)3

nonprofit, provides community
services in Hood County.

Forward Training Center
congratulates 2025 fall graduates

BY CHLOE LAING
chloe@hcnews.com

The 12 graduates of the Fall 2025 Forward
Training Program Jobs for Life class complet-
ed the final step of their eight-week journey
when they walked across their graduation
stage Nov. 14 at the First Christian Church in

Granbury.

Jobs for Life classes are geared toward pro-
viding underprivileged adults in the commu-
nity with the resources and skills they need
to acquire and hold a stable job so they can
establish a more fruitful future.

The class is one of eight programs offered
by the Forward Training Center in hopes of
transforming Hood County communities
through education, collaboration and hope.

One student, Starla Young, realized this
end goal through the Forward Training
program. Because of the course, she was
able to develop her professional skills and
network with fellow Forward Training par-
ticipants and employees, securing her an
administrative assistant position within the

organization.

“When I started there, I was just kind of in
my shell,” Young said. “I was really reserved
and kind of held back and wasn’t sure of

anything. But when I got there, everyone

was so lovely and so nice. It pulled me out of
that shell and let me know it’s okay to make
friends, to move forward, to get yourself a ca-
reer, and to get out there and be somebody.”

According to class instructor Susan
Bandemer, who has been instructing the
class for the last two years, this graduating
class came the furthest, bonded the most and
achieved beyond her expectations.

“This class, by far, has been the best class,”
Bandemer said. “I've seen the transformation
from when they first walked in, and how they
participated in the class, how they became
a team, and that, to me, was very heartfelt,
and I'm so proud of them. That means I did
my job, and that means that they heard the
words, heard the lectures, and they said they
wanted to change, and they did, and they
were a phenomenal class. Each and every one
of them grew.”

According to Bandemer, of the 12 students,
more than half of them had received jobs by
graduation.

Young left her classmates and readers one
final comment.

“Just keep moving forward and always look
up,” she said.

MARY VINSON | HOOD COUNTY NEWS
Each member of the class had to pick a word to focus on during the course. Graduate Starla Young chose
the word“hopeful.”
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What started out as an
alternative to smoking and
was once billed as a safer op-
tion has grown much more
common and is sometimes
considered a bigger health
threat.

Local law enforcement
leaders say vaping is a huge
problem in Hood County.

“It’s a big problem right
now here and across the
state,” Granbury Police
Chief Mitch Galvan said.
“The Texas Police Chiefs
Association worked to ban
all (vaping products) that
contain THC (a primary in-
gredient of marijuana). We
thought we were going to get
that done. The legislature
supported it, but the gover-
nor refused to sign the bill,
which was disappointing.

“That’s a huge thing that
we see every day in schools.
They get these from vape
shops that sell them and say
it's legal,” he said.

Galvan said regulating
what vape shops sell and the
ingredients of those prod-
ucts is difficult.

“Sometimes they say that
the ingredients are legal
when the ingredients in the
vape are way above the legal

limit (for THC). There’s little
to no regulation of it. That’s
causing a major problem in
our schools and for police
departments,” Galvan said.

Deputy Police Chief Garett
Wiginton said students ar-
rested for possessing vape
materials on campus face
significant charges, which
are compounded if the prod-
uct contains THC.

“The sad thing for kids
isit’s a felony offense,”
Wiginton said. “They may
think it’s just tobacco when
it contains THC. They are
then put in juvenile deten-
tion with a felony for the
vape when they may not
have known it contained
THC.

“We are down at the high
school a couple times a week
taking kids to juvenile deten-
tion for a vaping charge,” he
said.

Galvan said those using
the vape devices often are
unaware of what they are
consuming.

“The thing that gets me is
sometimes these kids don’t
have any idea what’s in the
vapes. The ingredients of
the vape can be worse than
cigarettes.

“People are finding dif-
ferent ways to do narcotics
without the smell or having

www.hcnews.com

LEOs: Vaping a widespread hazard

CDC says teens especially face greater risks

to carry around baggies full
of weed. Instead, they use
vapes or gummies or what-
ever,” Galvan said.

The U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and
Prevention said no tobacco
products are safe, including
e-cigarettes. Most contain
nicotine, which is addictive.

The CDC said aerosol from
vapes contains harmful sub-
stances and flavorings and
chemicals in vapes contain
cancer-causing ingredients.

Addiction to vaping also is
a threat to people’s mental
health, especially teens, ac-
cording to the CDC.

“The most common rea-
son middle and high school
students give for currently
using e-cigarettes is, ‘I am
feeling anxious, stressed,
or depressed,” the CDC
website reads. “Nicotine ad-
diction or withdrawal can
contribute to these feelings
or make them worse. Youth
may use tobacco products
to relieve their symptoms,
which can lead to a cycle of
nicotine addiction.”

The CDC also reports there
have been more than 2,800
deaths and serious lung inju-
ries caused by vaping.

Johns Hopkins University
Medicine also reports vaping
is linked to heart disease in

COURTESY PHOTO

Vaping is a health concern as well as a legal concern, especially for students.

addition to chronic lung dis-
ease and asthma.

The Texas Department
of State Health Services
(TDSHS) said, “Many teens
vape because of flavoring,
taste and curiosity. They
also vape because they think
vaping is less harmful (than
smoking. They do not realize
that the nicotine in one vape
pod or cartridge is equal to
30 cigarettes, making it ex-
tremely addictive).”

TDSHS said teens also may

vape to deal with stress or
anxiety or because of peer
pressure.

Vape ingredients “contain
31-plus chemicals, includ-
ing cancer-causing chemi-
cals and tiny particles that
can be inhaled deeply into
the lungs,” TDSHS said.
“Some of these chemicals
include formaldehyde (used
to preserve dead animals),
hydrogen cyanide (found in

pesticides), cadmium (found
in batteries), acetone (found
in nail polish remover),
benzene (found in gasoline)
and butanoic acid (found in
vomit).

“Because the teen brain is
still developing, vaping pres-
ents greater risks. Vaping
can harm parts of the brain
that control attention, learn-
ing, memory, mood and im-
pulse control,” according to
TDSHS.

POLICE BLOTTER

The following is a break-

1:17 p.m.: report of a park-

Granbury P01ce Departmnt Cr11na1 Activity Report

down of activity occurring
through the Granbury Police
Department during Nov. 23-
29. While there were many
incidents, this is a partial list
of more significant activity.

NOV. 23

1:11 am.: report of a bank
alarm in the 1100 block of E.
U.S. Highway 377.

9:07 a.m.: report of an ani-
mal in the 1900 block of W.
Pear] Street.

9:43 a.m.: report of an ani-
mal in the 1400 block of S.
Morgan Street.

4:31 p.m.: report of a dis-
turbance in the 5300 block
of E. U.S. Highway 377.

4:49 p.m.: report of a DWI
near Fall Creek Highway and
Acton Highway.

7:44 p.m.: report of loud
music in the 1200 block of
W. Pearl Street.

9:01 p.m.: report of a reck-
less driver in the 2800 block
of Weatherford Highway.

**Police reported 66 inci-
dents, including four major
traffic accidents, one hit and
run traffic accident, one mi-
nor traffic accident and 14
traffic stops.**

NOV. 24

8:19 a.m.: report of shots
fired in the 1000 block of
N.E. Loop 567.

8:53 a.m.: report of an ani-
mal near Fall Creek Highway
and Kemah Court.

9:39 a.m.: report of an
animal in the 900 block of E.
Pearl Street.

3:11 p.m.: report of an
animal in the 600 block of
Meander Road.

5:16 p.m.: report of an ani-
mal noise in the 1300 block
of 4 Street.

**Police reported 75 inci-
dents, including one major
traffic accident, one hit and
run traffic accident, three
minor traffic accidents and
13 traffic stops.**

NOV. 25

12:18 am.: report of drug
possession in the 1000 block
of S. Morgan Street.

7:51 am.: report of an
animal in the 900 block of E.
Pearl Street.

10:08 a.m.: report of a
reckless driver in the 400
block of E. U.S. Highway 377.

12:48 p.m.: report of an
animal in the 2000 block of
W. Pearl Street.

2:14 p.m.: report of crimi-
nal trespass in the 700 block
of E. U.S. Highway 377.

3:11 p.m.: report of an
animal in the 1300 block of
Crawford Avenue.

4:30 p.m.: report of a park-
ing problem in the 300 block
of W. Rucker Street.

6:08 p.m.: K-9 sniff in the
500 block of Parkwood Lane.
6:22 p.m.: report of fraud
in the 300 block of Sardius

Boulevard.
6:35 p.m.: report of drug

possession in the 500 block
of W. Pearl Street.

6:42 p.m.: report of a dis-
turbance in the 1700 block
of Swale Lane.

8:18 p.m.: report of an
assault in the 600 block of
Reunion Court.

9:20 p.m.: report of threats
in the 1700 block of Swale
Lane.

**Police reported 107 inci-
dents, including two major
traffic accidents, five minor
traffic accidents and 29 traf-
fic stops.*

NOV. 26

10:05 a.m.: report of iden-
tity theft in the 4400 block of
Bobbie Ann Drive.

12:39 am.: report of a
bank alarm in the 300 block
of N. Crockett Street.

8:44 a.m.: report of an ani-
mal in the 1000 block of E.
Pearl Street.

4:20 p.m.: report o a park-
ing problem in the 1100
block of E. U.S. Highway 377.

4:53 p.m.: report of crimi-
nal trespass in the 1300
block of Paluxy Road.

6:19 p.m.: report of an
open door in the 600 block

Man dies in lake accident

BY JEFF 0SBORNE
Jjeff@hcnews.com

A Granbury man was fa-
tally injured Nov. 15ina
boating accident on Lake
Granbury, according to
game wardens with the
Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department.

Lee Shifflett, 74, is report-
ed to have been operating
his boat alone and struck an
object submerged in the lake,
which caused him to fall and
hit his head. An EMT who re-

sponded to the accident said
Shifflett was taken by medi-
cal helicopter to John Peter

Smith Hospital in Fort Worth,

where Shifflett died.
Shifflett was a member of
the U.S. Marines for more
than two decades and served
in Vietnam. He was active in
the Masons for more than 40
years.
Shifflett is survived
by his wife of 53 years,
Cindy, as well as chil-
dren, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

Lee Shifflett

SAME PAPER AT YOUR FINGERTIPS Hcnews.com

of S. Morgan Street.

6:46 p.m.: report of a bank
alarm in the 300 block of N.
Crockett Street.

7:33 p.m.: report of crimi-
nal trespass in the 1300
block of Paluxy Road.

8:40 p.m.: report of crimi-
nal trespass in the 1300
block of Paluxy Road.

10:25 p.m.: K-9 sniff in
the 2900 block of Glen Rose
Highway.

**Police reported 80 inci-
dents, including one major
traffic accident, four minor
traffic accidents and 20 traf-
fic stops.**

NOV. 27

12:45 a.m.: report of an an-
imal noise in the 1500 block
of Sunflower Lane.

4:09 a.m.: report of drug
possession in the 1100 block
of Hill Boulevard.

11:32 a.m.: report of an
animal in the 1400 block of
S. Morgan Street.

2:10 p.m.: report of an
animal in the 500 block of S.
Baker Street.

3 p-m.: report of a distur-
bance in the 600 block of W.
Atchley Drive.

5:08 p.m.: report of loud
music in the 600 block of E.
Moore Street.

7:41 p.m.: report of a bank
alarm in the 300 block of N.
Crockett Street.

**Police reported 31 inci-
dents, including 17 traffic
stops.**

NOV. 28

10:22 am.: report of an
animal in the 4200 block of
Agate Drive.

11:51 a.m.: report of a
parking problem in the 200
block of W. Rucker Street.

ing problem in the 800 block
of E. U.S. Highway 377.

4:07 p.m.: report of road
rage in the 3700 block of E.
U.S. Highway 377.

4:09 p.m.: report of shots
fired in the 3500 block of
Abes Landing Drive.

8:33 p.m.: report of public
intoxication in the 100 block
of S. Baker Street.

**Police reported 56 inci-
dents, including three minor
traffic accidents and 28 traf-
fic stops.**

NOV. 29

1:29 am.: report of drug
possession in the 2400 block
of Lipan Highway.

2:13 a.m.: report of an
open door in the 100 block
of N. Lambert Street.

2:56 a.m.: K-9 sniff in
the 2400 block of Lipan
Highway.

2:02 p.m.: report of an ani-
mal near W. Rucker Street
and N. Houston Street.

6:54 p.m.: report of an
open door in the 100 block
of Sandstone Circle.

8:56 p.m.: report of a dis-
turbance in the 100 block of
N. Crockett Street.

10:30 p.m.: report of drug
possession in the 1300 block
of Paluxy Road.

**Police reported 60 inci-
dents, including one hit and
run accident and 23 traffic
stops.**

One Trusted Office

For All Your Dental Needs

310 W. Bluff St.

Dr. Smith & Dr. Fisher can now digitally fabricate your crowns and veneers in ONE VISIT!
You can be in and out the door in about 2 hours with your new crown securely in place and

worry free!
e NO second visit

e NO need to get numbed multiple times
e NO goopy impressions (it's all done digitally)
e NO need to wear temporary crowns for weeks and weeks

CONTACT US TODAY TO LEARN ABOUT OUR

NEW PATIENT SPECIALS!

Dr. Alexander Smith | Dr. Katrina Fisher
| Granbury | 817.886.8297 | www.westbluffdentalcare.com
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The Granbury
Independent School District
Board of Trustees held a
community engagement
meeting Dec. 1 at the GISD
Administration Building
to receive feedback from
the public and answer any
questions people had about
the district.

Before public comments,
GISD Superintendent Dr.
Courtney Morawski gave
an update on what is hap-
pening in the district. She
directed the public’s at-
tention to the GISD web-
site and talked about a new
program that is listed at
the top left of the webpage,
Golden Pirates.

The Golden Pirates pro-
gram is aimed at communi-
ty members who are 55 and
older, giving them an op-
portunity to have an impact
at GISD.

The website reads:
“Granbury ISD values the
contributions and involve-
ment of community mem-
bers in the 55-plus age
group. Superintendent Dr.
Morawski invites you to
join the Golden Pirates for
exclusive information and
opportunities about getting
connected to our schools,
students and community.”

Those interested in join-
ing can do so through a link
on the GISD website.

Events planned for
Golden Pirates include
a Superintendent Social
from 10-11:15 a.m. Dec. 16,
which will include a perfor-
mance by Granbury Middle
School fine arts students;
and a breakfast and campus
tours from 8 a.m. to noon
Feb. 24, 2026.

Morawski also said more

than 20 teams will partici-
pate in an upcoming bas-
ketball tournament hosted
by GISD, which she said
will “bring people into the
community to support local
businesses.”

Morawski also challenged
board members to “wear an
ugly Christmas sweater” at
the Dec. 16 board meeting.

Four community mem-
bers spoke during the pub-
lic comments portion of the
meeting.

Sharee Westlund said she
was attending the meeting
as a parent who supports
public education and GISD.
She said she had two posi-

tive comments and one neg-

ative concern to focus on.

While there has been
some negative public reac-
tion to GISD making Decker
Gym available to the United
Way, Westlund said she
supports that action.

“What the United Way
does for the community is
good and visible, includ-
ing (assisting with) the
school supplies drive and
Leadership Granbury,” she
said. “They do these things
quietly without seeking
credit.”

She also compli-
mented board members
Calvin Lawrence, Barbara
Townsend and Stuart Neal
for being sworn in and for
their dedication to serv-
ing the district and the
community.

Westlund then turned her
attention to a concern, say-
ing one of the board mem-
bers, Tim Bolton, has not
fulfilled training/continu-
ing education requirements
set by the state (Texas
Association of School
Boards), and adding “these
are not optional.”

“Mr. Bolton has not com-

www.hcnews.com

GISD initiates Golden Pirates program
United Way highlights public comments

pleted his training require-
ments and is a perfect ex-
ample of a consistent way
to not be an example,” she
said.

She then asked Bolton if
he had unfinished training,
and Bolton said, “Yes.”

“When will you complete
them?” Westlund asked.

“When I do them,” Bolton
said.

Westlund asked if Bolton
would allow school district
staff also to not complete
their training/continuing
education requirements.

“I'm not doing this,”
he answered, saying he
wouldn’t participate in
Westlund’s questioning.

Board President Courtney
Gore gave a brief overview
of training times and said
much of the training for
school board members is
available online through
various providers.

“There’s no law — noth-
ing to force a school board
member to get that train-
ing,” Gore said.

Westlund asked how
many training hours are
required for school board
members.

“Twenty in the last year,”
Gore said. “You can also
take extra training.”

Westlund said Bolton
should be accountable
for fulfilling the training
requirements.

“The board sets the tone
for the district,” she said.
“If we ask students to be
prepared, we should do the
same.” She said when all
board members complete
their obligations, the board
can operate more efficiently
and effectively.

“We need to celebrate
what works, address what
needs to be addressed and
move on,” she said.

Charlotte Kuykendall
spoke about GISD allowing
United Way to use Decker
Gym, voicing her support.

“I am a taxpayer of
Granbury ISD and volun-
teer regularly with GISD
students through different
community organizations,”
Kuykendall said. “I appreci-
ate how the United Way has
transformed the building
into a community asset.”
She said there are countless
positive things that happen
at Decker Gym because of
the United Way’s presence
there.

Kuykendall said there are
several organizations which
help meet student needs
that benefit by having ac-
cess to the building through
their partnership with the
United Way.

“It helps these organi-
zations ensure students
receive the support they
need,” she said. “There are
hands on opportunities
for students to contribute
to the community because
of what’s going on in the
building. They learn about
leadership and service, val-
ues that stay with them for
life. Granbury ISD students
are benefiting by the United
Way using the building.”

Kuykendall thanked GISD
for making Decker Gym
available to the United Way,
saying by partnering with
the United Way, there are
church and community or-
ganizations “That carry out
essential work in this build-
ing. Together, we can truly
do good in the Hood.”

Bret Deason also thanked
GISD for making Decker
Gym available to United
Way,

“I've heard conspiracy
theories and part of me
wanted to (laugh out loud),”

Deason said. “What I see
going on in that building is
only helping students and
families. These organiza-
tions that work in the build-
ing meet community needs.

“There’s a small group in
the community that wants
to attack (United Way), he
said, adding he believes
United Way is beneficial to
local residents.

Crystal Moore, executive
director of Hood County
United Way, thanked those
who showed support for
her organization.

“These guys are great,”
she said. “There have been a
lot of things online that are
absolute lies about what’s
going on at Decker Gym. A
lot of people think (United
Way) is political and there’s
things happening that the
community wouldn’t want.”

Moore said local United
Way branches can decide
what their specific commu-
nity wants and needs, and
she said the partnership
with other local nonprofits
is what makes the organiza-
tion successful.

She gave school board
members an opportunity to
ask questions about what
the local United Way does.

“You allow other non-
profit organizations to
use the building, and they
don’t have to pay rent,”
said board President Gore,
adding saving rent money
allows those nonprofits to
spend more money on com-
munity needs. She asked
Moore what groups ben-
efited from having space at
Decker Gym.

“There are several —
Christmas for Children,
Hood County Children’s
Charities, the Cub Scouts,
4-H and basketball teams,”
Moore said. “Leadership

Granbury is there, and the
juniors (at Granbury High
School) are there all the
time. It’s their hangout.
They do service projects
there. Anxiety Solutions
is another (nonprofit that
uses the building).”

Board Vice President
Nancy Alana told Moore she
supports the United Way’s
efforts.

“We more than appreciate
what the United Way does,”
she said. “I think you'’re do-
ing a great job. Hopefully,
alot of false information
will be cleared up. You do a
great job.”

Moore said United Way
is making financial contri-
butions to enhance Decker
Gym.

“We pay rent and we are
making repairs to the facil-
ity,” Moore said. “There was
literally a waterfall when we
moved in. We are making
improvements as we go.”

Neal, one of the recently
elected board members,
said his daughter, who is a
Granbury High School stu-
dent, has benefited from
the United Way's presence
at Decker Gym.

“My daughter is excited
to participate in activities
there,” Neal said. “When (at
first) Ilooked at (Decker
Gym), I saw a dilapidated
building with asbestos
hanging from ceiling tiles.
There is work being done
there. The changes being
made are meaningful to the
community. Thank you for
what you do.”

Moore said anyone inter-
ested in the United Way’s
efforts can call (817-579-
5100) to schedule a tour.

“We're excited to share
what we do,” she said. “We
are thankful for your in-
volvement and support.”

City targets water treatment issues

BY JEFF OSBORNE
Jeff@hcnews.com

As the city of Granbury moves forward
to meet the community’s water treatment
needs, the Granbury City Council took action
on four items Dec. 2 that will help with that
process.

One of the steps the council took was to
approve a seven-inch (thick) concrete pav-
ing for a parking lot for the East Wastewater
Treatment plant site, which City Manager
Chris Coffman said was needed and
makes sense. The upgrade will cost the
city $335,460.75, and work will be done by
Gracon Construction.

“This is a situation we need to approve,
and we have the funds in place,” Coffman
said. “When this project was scoped in 2019,
(the estimated cost for the plant) was $19
million, and that went to $35 million follow-
ing COVID,” he said, referring to skyrocket-
ing materials costs and supply chain break-
downs that led to increased costs across the
board.

“The original plan was a caliche lot, but
the request is made for concrete because
of heavy delivery truck use. ... I feel like this
was an oversight on our part. Just trying to
get across the finish line was challenging
enough. Here we are, let’s fix it.”

The council approved the request by a 6-0
vote and also unanimously approved other
agenda items related to water treatment.

Among those items was a trio of profes-
sional service agreements.

One was with Enprotec Hibbs and Todd,
Inc., for engineering and design services for
the new plant and also upgrades to the ex-
isting water treatment plant, funded by the
Texas Water Development Board Drinking
Water State Revolving Fund Emerging
Contaminants Principal Forgiveness Grant.

An agreement also was made with Norton
Rose Fulbright U.S. LLP to provide bond
counsel services to the city related to the is-
suance of debt obligations, including loan,
grant or disadvantaged funding through the
Texas Water Development Board.

The third agreement was with Hilltop
Securities, Inc., to serve as financial adviser
to the city and provide financial assistance in
connection with debt obligations related to
the water treatment plant construction and
the water development board grant.

Mayor Jim Jarratt said the professional
service agreements “Are complete, read well
and read easy — there’s alot in there.” He
said the agreements show the profession-
alism of the city staff and the eagerness of
companies to work with the city.

“Normally these three items would be on
the consent agenda, but when you're looking
at $57.8 million of a $100 million project, it
needs to be celebrated,” Coffman said.

“There was also an opportunity to address
emergency contaminants discovered in water
across the U.S. T appreciate our staff working

well with their staff,” he said of the water de-
velopment board.

“I’s not an easy thing (to get all the details
ironed out), and we're excited to have it on
the agenda tonight.”

Coffman said the professional service
agreements and close work with the water
development board “Are the beginning stag-
es — we have to do these things to meet fed-
eral guidelines and state guidelines. This is
the first grant the Texas Water Development
Board has done this way. It’s a brand-new
program for the agency administering it. The
prices are very competitive and they have
great expertise.”

Keith Kindle with Enprotec Hibbs and
Todd, Inc., said the treatment process will
take place at the existing water treatment
plant and the new plant.

“As part of the emerging contaminants
treatment, there will be a reverse osmosis
treatment system at the new and existing
plants with granulated carbon filters to help
address emerging contaminants in water,”
Kindle said.

Coffman said the city is scheduled to close
the deal with the water development board
in January, and the $100 million project will
feature a subsidized interest rate, which will
allow the city to save an estimated $7.5 mil-
lion in finance costs.

In other action, the council:

« Recognized the Lake Granbury Area
Beautification Council for $66,000 in do-
nations to help beautify the community.
« Proclaimed Dec. 15 as Brazos Chamber
Orchestra Day.

- Approved a request by Tina Sandoval
to operate a pawn shop at 2607 E. U.S.
Highway 377.

- Approved a request by Susan Sledge to
operate a drive-through coffee shop at
371 Loop 567.

« Approved an agreement with Lone Star
Consulting to provide tailored federal ad-
vocacy, funding and policy support pro-
grams for the city and budgeted $37,500
for those services.

“This is the fruit of being able to attend
the (Texas Municipal League) annual confer-
ence,” Coffman said.

He said the consulting firm has employees
in Washington, D.C., “Who have figured out
away to help us get federal funds. They talk
with legislators and help us find out where
we can identify the funding. They charge
$3,500 a month for this service.”

Coffman said he will “Ask the council at
some point to go with them to seek these
funds. We're competing for this money (with
other cities), and they give us an upper hand.

“Our U.S. Congressman (Roger Williams)
is extremely excited about improvements at
our airport,” as one example of federal input
and funding benefiting the city.

“We are casting a little bread on the water
to see what comes back,” Coffman said.

JEFF OSBORNE | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

Granbury Mayor Jim Jarratt presents a proclamation during the City Council meeting Dec. 2 to
Kathy Anavitarte, a board member of the Brazos Chamber Orchestra, announcing Dec. 15 as Brazos
Chamber Orchestra Day in Granbury. The orchestra is scheduled to perform at 7:30 p.m. that day at
First United Methodist Church, 301 N.E. Loop 567 in Granbury.

BASEBALL

FROM PAGE A7

First Aid/AED certification and complete re-
quired coaching credits. The league also will
hold regular clinics and training throughout

the year to help coaches sharpen their skills.

“We want to bring as many games as pos-
sible, increase the level of competition and
still keep the experience fun and grounded
in our core values,” Jones said.

As with any new organization, early sup-
port is essential — especially now.

“Our biggest need right now is commu-
nity involvement and getting the word out,”
Jones said. “As a brand-new organization,
we're building everything from the ground
up, and early numbers are extremely
important.”

Pre-registration opened Dec. 1, and Jones
said the early registrations will determine
everything from how teams are divided to
how many fields they’ll need.

“These early numbers affect our ability to
plan divisions, schedule games and secure
practice and game fields,” he said. “The
more accurate our numbers are, the better
season we can deliver.”

And while a youth baseball league may
start with players, it only can truly succeed
with the support of the community around
it.

“We want the full support of the commu-
nity — parents, schools and local business-
es,” Jones said. “Their involvement is key to
building something strong and sustainable.
GYBA isn’t just a baseball program; it’s a
community effort to give kids the best expe-
rience possible.”

There are several ways to help, Jones said:
register early, spread the word, volunteer or
partner as a Sponsor.

“Local businesses can help by partnering
with us, sponsoring teams, or helping sup-
port field improvements,” he said. “Every bit
of involvement helps create a better base-
ball experience for the kids.”

Jones also pointed out GYBA is intention-
ally structured to remain accessible — a
local, affordable, family-centered option de-
signed to strengthen, not replace, the com-
munity’s existing sports culture.

“We're excited to bring something fresh
and meaningful to this community,” he said.
“GYBA is built on passion, structure and a
commitment to doing things the right way.”

For Jones, this is about more than base-
ball. It’s about building something lasting —
something his own children and countless
others can grow up with.

“I've been married to my wife Jeana for
16 years and we have two kids who are
involved in community theatre and youth
sports,” he said. “This community has
shaped them and now it’s our turn to help
shape the community in return.”

As GYBA prepares for its inaugural sea-
son, Jones said he hopes families across
Hood County will join in the mission — to
build a stronger, safer, more supportive en-
vironment for youth athletics.

“We encourage everyone to follow our up-
dates on social media, support the mission
and join us in creating a baseball program
the whole community can be proud of,” he
said.

To pre-register a child for the Granbury
Youth Baseball Association, visit granbury-
baseball.com.
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James Cato-Yates, left, is honored Nov. 25 for five years of service to the Hood County road department. Lisa Stamford, left, is honored Nov. 25 for 15 years of service to the Hood County Sheriff’s Office.
Pictured with her is Sheriff Roger Deeds.
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Jonathan Berry, right, is honored Nov. 25 for 15 years of service to the Hood County Sheriff’s Office. Beth Stanley, second from left, is honored Nov. 25 for 10 years of service to Hood County as a
Pictured with him is Sheriff Roger Deeds. court administrator. She pictured with Brenda Comfort, assistant court coordinator, and Stanley’s

B granddaughters, Bella Colsson and Abigail Finnoron.
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® A beautiful display of over 1,000 nativity sce owing

- “The birth of Christ through the eyes of the world”

Mted at the Gordorﬁouse: -

307 E. Pearl Street, Granbury

Come see this wonderful collection of how Christ’s
birth is celebrated!

41 1 €
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Open December 5th - 14th Sets from 104 Countries
J o Free Parking

- Fridaj}) through Sunday ) ~ Wheelchair Accessible

10:00am to 8:00pm o Free of Charge

e visit
(s GRANBURY ,,.
TEXAST H(}()d (:()u_ntvNews MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION.

B o i November 28-December 28

i Music Boxes

/A e Vimage Sets Granbury Square Plaza
) | 201 E. Pearl St.

S5 admission

Feed & Merchandise available for purchase
Fridays 1la-8p - Saturdays 11la-8p - Sundays 11a-6p

Americans
D E RMATOLOGY

partners

Call (682) 228-6428 to Schedule an Annual Skin Exam

1314 Paluxy Rd., Granbury, TX 76048

WWW.USDERMATOLOGYPARTNERS.COM
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There is a power In starting a task

I've learned something uncom-
fortable about myself over the
years: I wait for motivation like it’s
some rare, COSmic event, some-
thing that has to strike me at just
the right moment before I can get
anything done. I tell myself I'll start
the project when I “feel ready,” or
“when I have a little more energy,”
or “when inspiration hits.”

But the harsh truth — and the
one [ keep needing to relearn — is
that motivation doesn’t show up
on its own. More often than not, it
follows the work, not the other way
around.

For me, the hardest part of any
project — whether it’s writing
an article, cleaning the garage,
or finally tackling a creative idea
that’s been brewing in the back of
my mind — is simply beginning.

LOGAN MEHAFFEY

Hood County News

The first step. The first sentence.
The first five minutes. Those tiny
moments feel disproportionately

heavy, like pushing a stalled car un-

til it starts rolling. But the moment
the wheels start moving, some-
thing shifts. Suddenly, the thing I
was avoiding doesn’t seem quite as
impossible.

And I'm willing to bet I'm not
alone in that.

We tend to imagine motivation
as this spark that gets us going. But
in reality, it’s friction that keeps us
stuck: perfectionism, fear of mess-

ing up, confusion about where to
begin, or just the inertia of routine.
Starting cuts through all of that.
You don’t need a plan. You don’t
need a big gesture. You don’t even
need to feel committed to finish-
ing. You just need to start.

That’s the part no one talks
about. You don’t have to feel moti-
vated before you begin. Sometimes
motivation needs proof — proof
you're willing to show up, proof
you mean it, proof you're not wait-
ing for the universe to roll out a
golden carpet of inspiration.

Once you show that you're seri-
ous, even in small ways, it meets
you halfway.

I've had days where I've stared at
a blank document for an hour, feel-
ing useless, only to type one sen-
tence out of frustration — and sud-

denly the whole article opens up.
I've told myself a hundred times,
“T'll clean when I have the energy,”
only to drag myself to start on one
tiny drawer, and before I know it,
I'm halfway through the room.

The trick is lowering the bar so
the first step feels possible. Not
“write a masterpiece,” but “write
for five minutes.” Not “clean the
whole house,” but “put away five
things.” Not “get in shape,” but
“walk to the end of the street and
back.”

Starting doesn’t demand your
best effort — it just asks for any
effort. And that’s what breaks the
spell of procrastination.

There’s a quiet kind of freedom
in letting yourself begin imper-
fectly. In realizing that action can
generate its own enthusiasm. In

discovering that progress often
comes disguised as small, almost
insignificant decisions — sitting
down, picking up the pen, opening
the file, taking the first step.

If you’re like me, you probably
won't feel ready. You won't feel
inspired. You might even feel an-
noyed, frustrated or tired. But
that’s okay. Start anyway. Not dra-
matically, not heroically, just ...
start.

Because once you do, the land-
scape changes. What felt over-
whelming becomes manageable.
What felt impossible becomes
interesting. What felt like a chore
becomes a rhythm.

Motivation may not come first —
but it usually shows up once it sees
you're already moving.

Acton Middle School theater to present Shrek Jr.

BY CHLOE LAING
chloe@hcnews.com

Acton Middle School’s
theater program is bring-
ing the kingdom of Far, Far
Away right to Hood County
with its rendition of Shrek
Jr., offering four showings
from Dec. 12-14.

“It’s based off of the
Dream Works movie and
it has all of the fun stuff,”
AMS theater Director
Brooke Goodson said. “It’s
about Shrek and Fiona, and
Shrek going on his quest to
get his swamp back.”

Goodson is excited to
unveil this production to
the audiences because she
believes both the nature of
the play combined with the
actors’ passion for the mu-
sical will create a fun, en-

audience.

“I think audiences are
going to enjoy how fun it
is. It's funny — there’s so
much dancing and charac-
terization with the kids —
they’re just having a blast,”
Goodson said. “Honestly,
when performers are hav-
ing fun, it doesn’t matter if
the show’s already funny, it
just makes the show even
more brilliant and lively.
It’s going to be something
that everyone’s going to
love.”

In addition to its antici-
pated laughs, Goodson
also chose Shrek Jr. as this
year’s musical produc-
tion because of its large
cast, which is giving the-
ater experience to 40 AMS
students.

“They (the students)

are excited because the
show has so many parts,”
Goodson said. “There’s so
many different characters,
and all of the students get
to perform and shine in
those roles.”

According to Goodson,
AMS’ young thespians have
been hard at work and are
excited to finally pres-
ent their hard work to the
audiences.

“They have been work-
ing hard on their music,
their choreography, their
lines, their blocking, all of
that,” Goodson said. “We
stay after school every day
and we rehearse the show.
They get to help build the
set and paint and do all the
different things that come
together to make a show.
It’s been coming along re-

gaging atmosphere for the
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Coulo Homes and Hood County News
are teaming up te get your letters to Santa
in the Nerth Pole as efficiently as possible.

We are creating a digital section whene stu-

dents from Kindergarten through Second
grade will submit their letters and The Hood
County News witl publish them online

Santa and his elves are sure to get them on

Be sure to check out henews.com on Dec, 72
Lo see what your child o ghandchild is hop-
ing to see undet the Chhistimas thee this year.

Hood County News & Couto Homes
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ally great.”

Tickets are $8 for adults
and $5 for students, and
are available for purchase
online, through the above
QR code, or at the door.
Showtimes are as follows,
doors open thirty minutes
before the listed time:

Friday, Dec.12 — 7 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 13 — 2:30
p.m. and 7 p.m. Sunday,
Dec. 14 — 2:30 p.m.

Prostate health: even Santa

doesn’t want to stop too often

LAKE GRABURY
MEDICAL CENTER

December brings joy,
family gatherings and
holiday traditions. But for
many men, it also brings
something less festive: fre-
quent bathroom breaks,
weak urine flow and sleep-
less nights.

And while kids may pic-
ture Santa sailing through
the sky in his sleigh, men of
a certain age might won-
der: how does he manage
all those long rides without
stopping every few miles?

“The reality is, if Santa
were a typical man older
than 50, he’d be pulling
into every gas station from
here to the North Pole,”
said William Bruce Harrell,
M.D., board-certified urolo-
gist at Lakeside Physicians
in Granbury. “Frequent uri-
nation, especially at night,
is one of the most common
signs of prostate issues.
And it’s no laughing mat-
ter, though sometimes a
little humor helps men feel
more comfortable talking
about it.”

When nighttime interrupts
holiday nights

Prostate enlargement,
officially called benign
prostatic hyperplasia (BPH),
affects millions of men
as they age. The condi-
tion isn’t cancer, but it can
cause frustrating symp-
toms: frequent urination,
trouble starting or stopping
and the nagging feeling
that the bladder isn’t fully
empty.

“For some men, the big-
gest complaint is getting up
two, three, even four times
anight,” Dr. Harrell said.
“Imagine Santa trying to get
down chimneys all night
long with that problem,
he’d never finish his route.”

Interrupted sleep from
nighttime urination doesn’t
just affect mood; it can lead
to fatigue, poor concentra-
tion and even long-term
health issues.

Long sleigh rides,

long road trips
Holiday travel also can

GUEST COLUMN

highlight urinary problems.
Whether it’s a sleigh ride
across the globe or a road
trip to see family, frequent
stops can put a damper on
the journey.

“Guys will joke about
always needing to know
where the nearest bath-
room is,” Dr. Harrell said.
“But beneath the humor,
it’s disruptive. Men start
planning their days and

their activities around bath-

room access. That’s a sign
it’s time to see a doctor.”

When to seek help

Not every bathroom
break is a sign of trouble,
but there are certain red
flags that shouldn’t be
ignored:

~Getting up more than
twice a night to urinate

~Weak or interrupted
urine stream

Difficulty starting
urination

~Feeling like the bladder
doesn’t empty completely

~Sudden urgency that’s
hard to control

“These are not just ‘nor-
mal aging,”” Dr. Harrell
said. “They are treatable
conditions. You don’t have
to live with them.”

Modern treatments

Fortunately, today’s op-
tions for managing pros-
tate health are far better
than in the past. Depending
on the severity, treatments
may include:

Lifestyle changes such as
reducing caffeine and eve-
ning fluids

Medications to relax the
prostate or shrink its size

Minimally invasive pro-
cedures that can improve
flow and reduce symptoms

Surgical options for more
advanced cases

“The good news is, men
have choices,” Dr. Harrell
said. “We can tailor treat-

ment to fit their lifestyle.

For some, it’s as simple as
a prescription. For others,
a quick outpatient proce-

dure can make a world of

difference.”

Breaking the silence

Despite how common
prostate issues are, many
men hesitate to bring them
up. Sometimes it’s embar-
rassment. Other times, it’s
the belief “this is just part
of getting older.”

“That’s why I don’t mind
sprinkling in a little hu-
mor,” Dr. Harrell said. “If
joking about Santa’s bath-
room breaks gets men to
schedule an appointment,
then it’s worth it. Talking
about it is the first step.”

A gift for yourself

As the holidays approach,
Dr. Harrell encourages men
to think about their health
as the best gift they can
give themselves and their
families.

“Good health means more
energy, better sleep, and
being fully present for the
people you love,” he said.
“You don’t want to spend
Christmas Eve worried
about bathroom breaks —
whether you're wrapping
gifts or, in Santa’s case, cir-
cling the globe.”

This December, while
children dream of sugar-
plums and sleigh bells, lo-
cal physicians are urging
men to pay attention to a
more down-to-earth issue:
their prostate health.

“Don’t ignore the symp-
toms,” Dr. Harrell said. “If
frequent urination or weak
flow is interfering with
your life, it’s time to come
in. We can help you, and
Santa, keep the sleigh mov-
ing smoothly.”

For more information
or to schedule an appoint-
ment, contact William
Bruce Harrell, M.D., board-
certified urologist at
Lakeside Physicians in
Granbury, (817) 573-5983.



== Hood County News

SPORTS

GRANBURY * CRESSON * TOLAR * LIPAN

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2025

Team preps for new era of Lady Pirate basketball

BY JAXON HANSARD
Jjaxon@hcnews.com

Lady Pirate basketball is
looking to make a run with
arevamped coaching staff.
New girls basketball head
coach Brad Blalock is in his
first year at Granbury and
his 23rd year coaching.
Blalock is not the only new
coach. Other new members
of the coaching staff are
Ross Whittet as the statisti-
cian and Steve Weeks as an
assistant coach.

“I am extremely excited
about the potential we have
this year. We have a tremen-
dous amount of speed and
good senior leadership,”
Blalock said.

The returners from last
year’s team are Jolie and
Jayla Hayes, Jillian Williams,
Hannah Dafoe, Bentley

Sherrill and Moriah Hanchell.

With a new coaching staff,
new philosophies, schemes
and looks will lead to this
staff’s “high expectations”
for the season.

“We believe that we can
be more than just a team
that makes the playoffs and
believe that we can make a
run,” Blalock said.

While Blalock was not
completely in Granbury this
summer, he was encouraged
by how his team looked at
their camps, skill sessions
and shootouts. They played
some “high-level” compe-
tition during the summer,
which helped Blalock and his
staff decide how they want-
ed to handle the schedule.

“We have tried to make
the schedule as difficult as
possible to try to prepare
us for district and hopefully
postseason play,” Blalock
said. “According to the Texas
Association of Basketball
Coaches pre-season poll,
we will scrimmage, play in
season or potentially play in
tournaments against teams
ranked in the top 12 across
four classifications.”

Blalock prepared for his
first year as a Pirate by

watching “a ton” of film on
district opponents. With his
eight seniors having three
years of playoff experience,
he wants the playoff streak
to continue. Reading and
coaching clinics were a tool
for some personal coaching
growth for Blalock.

“I'love to read and learn all
things basketball. We found
some useful things to help
the girls mentally prepare
for arigorous season. I at-
tended some coaching clin-
ics during the summer and
fall that gave some interest-
ing concepts for the season,
also watched a ton of film on
district opponents,” Blalock
said.

The speed and pace of this
year’s Lady Pirate team will
be a strength and emphasis
the coaching staff will work
on. Blalock credited Alan
Thorpe (the previous head
coach) and his offense from
last year, but said this with
the departure of last year’s
seniors, it’s a different team

COURTESY PHOTO

TheTolar Lady Rattlers basketball team members, front row, from left, are Paxton Stone, Kanyn
Deaver, Macy Price and Jaycee Jones. Not pictured Milly Taylor and Emma Jackson; back row, Mykah
Kirbie (student athletic trainer), Loryn Wienecke, Atley Kolb, Allie Terrell, Milly Taylor, Reilyn Brown,

Callan Nix and Ericka Halfmann.

COURTESY

The Granbury Lady Pirate basketball team members, from left, are Hannah Dafoe, Bentley Sherrill, Jolie
Hayes, Alysha Fabrizio, Mollie Barnes, Remi Chastain, Moriah Hanchell, Molly Thompson, Jayla Hayes,

Monica Barto and Jillian Williams.

that will need a different
strategy.

“We are incredibly fast. We
have been putting an em-
phasis on defense and how
we play defense and how
that will turn into offense

for us. We have eight seniors
who have been in the play-
offs for three straight years,
and we will look to them for
leadership,” Blalock said.
“Jolie Hayes can shoot the
lights out; Jillian Williams

can bring the smoke,
Hannah Dafoe can shut
down defenders, and Bentley
Sherrill will help with timely
shooting.”

Making three-point shots

PLEASE SEE SEASON | B5

Tolar basketball is back for more

BY JAXON HANSARD

so many players have returned like starters

Jjaxon@hcnews.com

The 2025 Lady Rattlers are back and ready
for more. Ericka Halfmann is starting her
third year as girls’ basketball head coach and
is excited about her team.

“The sky is the limit. They’re hungry and
excited. Those two qualities can’t be coached,
but if a team has those two qualities, then
anything is possible,” Halfmann said.

Coming off a regional semifinalist season
with a 24-11 record overall and 11-3 in dis-
trict play, she is proud of last year’s accom-
plishments, as only five other Tolar girls bas-
ketball teams have made it that far before.
Halfmann thinks the schedule for this year
is tough, considering they are playing many
teams ranked in the top 25 Texas Association
of Basketball Coaches.

“We have some great teams in our district.
They play physical and shoot the ball well.
Our schedule isn’t very easy either, but we
believe that we must face those tough teams
to grow and get better,” Halfmann said.

Last year’s team only had three seniors,

Callan Nix, Emma Jackson and Jaycee Jones.
Other returners are Allie Terrell, Atley Kolb,
Kanyn Deaver, Reilyn Brown and Milly Taylor.
All high school coaches are returning as well.

“We were fairly young last year and return
many. We didn’t lose any of our high school
coaches either, and I think the consistency is
going to be a strength for us,” Halfmann said.

While most of the team is returning,
Halfmann said this team is completely differ-
ent because of its continuity and experience
from last year.

“This team looks completely different
than last year’s team but has the advantage
of more time together. The run the girls
made last year definitely will help when it
comes time for us to compete in big games,”
Halfmann said.

Communication is key for Halfmann and
her players this year.

“We want to excel at communicating.
Everyone on the team has a role and in order
for our team to feel success we need to star
in our role, but our first role is to communi-
cate,” Halfmann said.

-
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The Lipan Lady Indians basketball team members, front row, from left, are Skylar Harrison, Sydni
Gaylor, Jacy Bolton and Annslee Tarpley; back row, Kynzi Callaway, Presley Purefoy, Peyton Lawerence,
AshlynTarpley, Finley Schockley and Averie Camp.

GranburyLive.com [JGF
1-800-340-9703

Scan QR Code

Brooks & Dunn Tribute
December 13, 2025 | 3:00 & 7:00pm

An ELVIS Christmas

Kraig Parker
December 19, 2025 | 7:30pm

Seger Sysitem

Bob Seger Tribute to Christmas Special

Lady Indians have one goal in mind

BY JAXON HANSARD
Jjaxon@hcnews.com

Every year, Lipan basket-
ball has a goal to win the
state championship. This
year is no different. Coming
off a state semifinal loss
in a season where the Lady
Indians had a 12-0 district
record (25-12 overall), head
coach Amber Branson thinks
last season was very satisfy-
ing, while a state title always
is the goal.

Before the season even
started, they played some
tough schools from big areas
to challenge the team and set
the expectations for the sea-
son ahead.

“We always try to play a
tough preseason schedule
to get ready for district and
the playoffs. This year is

no different. We have some
pretty big schools and com-
petition on the schedule,”
Branson said.

Branson is starting her 19"
year at Lipan and 18™ as head
coach. She hosted a couple
of summer basketball camps
for her high school players
but also for students of all
ages who wanted to come
and improve their skills.

“Camp was great. I think
we had around 110 kids, kin-
dergarten through 12. Our
high school team went to sev-
eral team camps during the
summer to prepare for this
season,” Branson said.

This year’s team is very
similar to last year’s on pa-
per, but Branson thinks the
personalities and dynam-
ics have changed in a year’s

time. Returning starters

are Finley Shockley, Ashlyn
Tarpley, Jacy Bolton, Kynzi
Callaway, and Averie Camp
along with other return-

ers are Annslee Tarpley
and Peyton Lawerence. New
players are senior Presley
Purefoy, freshman Skylar
Harrison and Sydni Gaylor.

A skill she wants her team
to excel at his working hard
but also working together. If
they can do that and over-
come their biggest chal-
lenge of staying healthy,
then Branson feels they can
achieve their goals of another
trophy.

“Just excited to have a new
opportunity with some great
kids, also for them to learn,
love each other and have
fun,” Branson said.

201 E. Pearl St.
Granbury, TX 76048
(817) 573-5548
visitgranbury.com
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Santa’s House on Weekends
at Historic Granbury Square

Country Christmas Petting Farm on Weekends
at Historic Granbury Square Plaza

Granbury, A Candlelight Tour of Homes

at Historic District

Wisemen Seek Him Nativity Display

at Langdon Grounds Gordon House
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Granbury Christmas Showcase & Market on Weekends
at Warren's Backyard

Christmas Carriage Rides
at Historic District

K-HITS & Hank FM Party on the Boardwalk

at Lake Granbury Conference Center



B2 tiood County News

SATURDAY, December 6, 2025

GHS boasts
academic
all-state
tennis players
BY JAXON HANSARD

Jjaxon@hcnews.com

NCTA boys soccer is
4-0 with victories against
Cristo Rey Fort Worth (10-0),
Bishop Lynch (2-0), Nolan
Catholic (8-0) and Dallas
Home Schooled Athletics
Association Red Blue angels
(2-0).

Granbury tennis

Six Granbury students
have made the 2025 Texas
High School Coaches
Association Team Tennis
Academic All-State teams.

Landon Areno placed on
the first team.

Camden Lynch, Tyler St.
Don, Colten Whitefield, Ava
Hamrick and Allie Kazmier
placed second team.

Lipan girls basketball

Lipan lost to Cisco 58-42
Nov. 25. Finley Shockley had
14 points. Sydni Gaylor had
11 points. Skylar Harrison
had nine points. Kynzi
Callaway had seven points.

The Lady Indians beat

NI,
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Pioneer soccer team shutting down opponents
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LEAH SCHWAUSCH | COURTESY PHOTO

North Central Texas Academy junior striker Aleksa Martinovic (in green) blazes past three Nolan Catholic defenders. The North Central Texas
Academy Pioneers have not allowed a single goal through four games played.

Tolar 58-31 to improve to
8-3 on the season. Gaylor
had 25 points. Harrison had
seven points. Callaway had
12 points. Shockley had
eight points.

Lipan boys basketball
Lipan improves to 6-1 after
beating Hudson 82-50.

This holiday season, treat yourself or someone you love to
comfort that lasts long after the wrapping paper’s gone.
Discover premium mattresses, adjustable bases, and beding -
all designed for your best night’s sleep.

Mattressville

| 4061 E.HWY 377

817-910-8957 |

Tolar girls basketball

Tolar beat Stephenville 47-
36. Junior Jaycee Jones had
14 points, two steals and five
assists. Freshman Macy Price
had 15 points, one rebound
and one assist. Sophomore
Atley Kolb had 11 points, three
blocks, 11 rebounds, three

steals and two assists. Junior
Allie Terrell had seven points,
one block, 10 rebounds, one
steal and one assist.

The Lady Rattlers lost to
Lipan 58-37 and fell to 6-3

overall. Jones had nine points.

Price had 14 points. Junior
Milly Taylor had four points.

Tolar boys basketball

Tolar lost to Jacksboro
in a close 57-62 game that
evens the Rattlers record 1-1
to start the season. Cayden
Abrego had 18 points.
Madok Delgado had 17
points and Briton Rice had
11 points.

Granbury boys basketball

Granbury lost 56-42 to
Prosper Nov. 25. Brannon
Burns had 10 points. Kylan
Loving had 11 points. Miller
Schenewark had eight
points. Tyler Harrison had
Six points.

The Pirates fell 66-56 to
Everman and are 1-7 on the
season. Loving had 27 points.
Schenewark had 19 points.

Granbury girls basketball

Granbury beat Glen
Rose 37-33 Nov. 24. Mollie
Barnes had 11 points. Jenra
Marqurot had seven points.
Jillian Willliams and Hannah
Dafoe each had six points.

The Lady Pirates lost to
Decatur 73-30 Nov. 25.
Hannah Dafoe had seven
points. Moriah Hanchell had
six points. Mollie Barnes had
four points.

Granbury lost a close match
39-40 to Godley Dec. 2. The
Lady Pirates are 6-6 record
as of Dec. 3. Seniors Jillian
Williams, Hannah Dafoe and
junior Mollie Barnes each had
nine points. Freshman Molly
Thompson had four points.

2025 THSCA - TEAM TENNIS

ACADEMIC ALL-STATE

Granbury High School

LANDON ARENO
FIRST TEAM

AVA HAMRICK
SECOND TEAM

ALLIE KAZMIER
SECOND TEAM

CAMDEN LYNCH
SECOND TEAM

TYLER ST.DON
SECOND TEAM

COLTEN WHITEFIELD
SECOND TEAM

COURTESY

Six Granbury students have made the 2025 Texas High School Coaches Association Team Tennis Academic All-State teams.

\Lf—c‘

~’:OQF EVE,V)
©)

$
%
[ GUEST

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

RA .@@

Arime,

$Bu

UM

2026

/S
tAW
=

SATURDAY, JANUARY 17114
CITY BEACH PARK
<

BRRRRR

G

N g
>! I

ENOUGH '58 TAKE

PLUNGE

—

REGISTER ONLINE AT:
www.YISITGRANBURY .com/GOOSEBUMPJUMP

#GOOSEBUMPJUMPZOZB

The Granbury TEXAS JR Spae A \ews m
ﬂl GRANBURY kgsgé?agtuon ‘% ACCENT A ocKk ||llillJlllll h K GRA\JBURY

Hood County High Five Athlete of the Week
Finley Shockley

Finley Shockley had 15 points in the Lady Indians 72-62 loss to Flower Mound Marcus
Nov. 20 in the Hill Country Classic basketball tournament. (Credit: Josh Burton)

Hood County High Five, sponsored by Taco Casa,
is all about celebrating the athletes who inspire us with their talent, dedicatation, and
sportmanship. Eash week, our community has the chance to cheer on local standouts and
give them the recognition they deserve. Shining a spotlight on Hood County's athletes —
this is where home town pride meets athletic achievement. To vote, go hcnews.com and
click on the "Local Contest" link at the top of the page.
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, BY LUKE CLAYTON

Love them or hate them,
cormorants have flocked to
lakes and private waters in
Texas to spend the winter
months roosting on stand-
ing timber on our lakes and
devouring both baitfish and
gamefish as though there is
Nno tomorrow.

With their sharp hooked
bill and ability to remain
underwater for extended
time, they are very efficient
fishers. They are well known
for decimating the game fish
population in private waters.

I firstlearned about cor-
morants and their fish catch-
ing ability nearly 40 years
ago while in Japan with a
company that was establish-
ing a mail-order lure busi-
ness there. Back then, bass
fishing was a craze with
affluent Japanese and ex-
pensive bass boats from the
United States were common-
ly seen on private waters in
Japan.

My job was to cover a
fishing match between Rex
Bridges, a popular Texas an-
gler and Soramachi, the then
reigning bass champion. I
spent a couple days fishing
with the outdoor writers for
the Tokyo newspaper. One
of them, who spoke pretty
good English, pointed out a
flock of cormorants and told
me many of the older men
trained the birds to catch
fish for them.

They tied a little noose

4 Luke Clayton is an outdoors enthusiast.
Email him through his website www.
catfishradio.org.

around the bird’s neck to
allow them to catch and
swallow small fish, but the
larger fish were caught in a
pouch on the bird’s throat,
to be eaten by the fisher-
men. We stopped fishing
long enough to observe an
old gentle with about six
cormorants on leads. I think
he was doing guided tours
with his birds for tourists.
What I remember most is
when the birds surfaced, he
pulled them inside the boat
and they “coughed up” some
good-sized fish for the old
gentleman.

Back in those days, cor-
morants were not nearly as
prevalent in Texas waters
during the winter as they
are today. I assume world-
wide, their numbers are
threatened. They currently
are protected by the federal
government but tell that to
a landowner who has just
had his summer stocking of
largemouth bass eaten by a
flock of cormorants.

I guess by now you have
surmised, I'm not fond of
our winter feathered visi-
tors. I like to catch and eat
the same thing they do, but
I follow creel limits — the
cormorants do not. But the
cormorants have helped lead
me to many winter catfish
cookouts.

How might you ask? A
couple decades ago, a fish-
ing guide invited me to go

Trout stocking

BY MICHAEL ACOSTA

Late fall and winter season
is when the annual stocking
of rainbow trout in Texas.
The Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department (TPWD) starts
stocking more than 300,000
trout in more than 200 loca-
tions throughout the state.
Many of these areas are
called “Neighborhood Fishing
ponds” and chances are there
is one located close to you.

Consult the TPWD web-

As a licensed professional fishing guide,
Michael Acosta shows you how to find
them. The Granbury resident of 30 years
has been fishing all his life and has been a
licensed guide since 1998.

site for all locations and
scheduled stocking dates.
Scheduled stocking dates
may change. If you want to
know for sure, you are ad-
vised to contact the hatch-
ery to find out if there are
any changes to the original
stocking dates. Stockings
started Nov. 25 and typically
run through March.
Stocking will occur several
times during the winter sea-

www.hcnews.com

Cormorants are here for the winter

splatting with him and write
a column for the newspa-
pers. Splatting, he said, was
fishing around standing
timber in the shallow end

of the lake. The birds roost
in the dead trees at night
and their droppings liter-
ally whitewash the limbs.
Their droppings attract both
blue and channel catfish in
large numbers and catching
is often red hot during the
first couple hours of daylight
each morning.

Splatting is the perfect
term to describe this method
of fishing. Usually from 30
or so yards away, far enough
S0 as not to spook the fish,
baits set shallow under a
floater are cast up close to
the trunk of the tree.

The baits make a “splat”
when they hit the water,
letting nearby fish know
that a cormorant has again
send breakfast his way. A
bit gross, I know, butit’s a
fact of nature. Catching fish
below the cormorant roost
trees caught on quickly and
most savvy catfish anglers
today know the technique.
Many use the heavy weighted
popping corks used on the
coast for speckled trout.

If you’re a cork watcher
and have never experienced
amorning of splatting, I sug-
gest you put it on your to-do
list. The bite is not tentative
like a sunfish biting a night-
crawler or crappie nibbling
aminnow, When the sound
of food hitting the surface is
telegraphed down through
the water column to catfish,
they make a beeline for the
surface and it’s first come,
first served.

I've watched several

son. Two locations that are
relatively close to Granbury
include Big Rock Park in
Glen Rose and the tail race
below Possum Kingdom.
There also are numerous lo-
cations in the metroplex.
There are no minimum

length limits for these trout
and you are allowed to keep
five trout per day per per-
son. An angler fishing in a
community fishing lake or
from a dock, pier or jetty
within a state park can use
no more than two poles.
Trout anglers will need

the $5 Freshwater Fishing
Stamp. Youth younger than
17 do not require a stamp
or license. If you are fishing

greedy catfish fighting near
the surface for the bait.

It’s best to rig with at least
20-pound test line and a rod
and reel strong enough to
handle a big blue. It’s not
uncommon to catch trophy
catfish using this meth-

od but most will be in the
3-10-pound range.

Splatting is a run and gun
style of fishing. Usually, two
or three fish will be landed
around each roost tree and
then it’s time to bump the
trolling motor and head to
the next tree. Usually, the
action begins to slow after
a couple hours of sunshine
but on cloudy days, it’s often
possible to continue catch-
ing fish throughout the day

within a Texas state park, no
license or stamp is required.
Consult the TPWD rule book
for special limits on the
Guadalupe River.

These trout are typically
taken on salmon eggs, corn
and a variety of small spinner
baits and flies. Iwould rec-
ommend light line. This is a
great time to take kids where
you can fish from the bank.

Hood County fishing report
Lake Granbury is at full
pool and water tempera-
tures are falling into the up-
per 50s and low 60s in some
areas. Water is stained in the
river above Granbury and
is starting to clear after the

but not nearly as well as the
early morning bite. Catfish
are opportunistic feeders,
and they learn when the food
supply is best, after the birds
have spend a night in the
roost tree dropping partially
digested baitfish into the
water.

When it comes to bait
choices for splatting, the
sky’s the limit. It’s hard to
beat chunks of cut bait from
rough fish or shad or even
pieces of cut sunfish. Punch
baits also work well, they
justdon’t stay in the hook as
well as cut bait for reparative
casts.

It’s important to keep
maximum pressure on the
fish as soon as he’s hooked.

time in lexas as TPWD

rain/runoff. Granbury large-
mouth bass continues to be
fair to good to five pounds
on crankbaits and soft plas-
tics worked near points and
ledges on many areas of the
lake. Sandbass and small
stripers are fair to good on
slabs and spinners fished on
flats near Ports-O-Call and
near Indian Harbor. Look
for the birds. Best striped
bass action continues to be
on the lower ends in 15-25
feet of water on swimbaits
and live shad. Catfish action
is great on the upper ends
in the stained water. Best
bait for catfish is cut shad.
Crappie action continues to
be good on the main lake on

COURTESY PHOTO
There are mixed feelings about the cormorant. Under federal protection, these migratory birds are
within federal protection. In many southern states, they are often despised because of their ability to
quickly kill and consume fish in private waters.

Chances are very good

there will be lots of sub-
merged limbs to get your
line snagged on. This is
where stout rods with plenty
of backbone and reels with
strong drag systems come
into play. If you're in the
mood for a big meal of fried
catfish at deer camp, this is
a good winter pattern that is
sure not to disappoint you,
let the cormorants mark

the trees you need to fish
beneath.

Visit Luke’s website cat-
fishradio.org. Check out
his weekly podcast “Catfish
Radio with Luke Clayton
and Friends” just about
everywhere podcasts are
found.

begins

submerged structure using
small minnows and jigs.
Comanche Creek (formerly
Squaw Creek) stays warmer
due to the power plant and
attracts many bass anglers
from all areas in the winter.
Fishing is excellent with most
folks reporting numbers of
largemouth being caught
with an occasional bigger fish
to eight pounds. Soft plas-
tics fished on a Texas Rigged
worm or Carolina Rigged
for those deeper fish seems
to be the baits of choice.
Limits of eater sized channel
catfish are common on this
lake. Tilapias continue to be
caught on worms fished un-
der a cork.

James Gill is ‘A

James Gill

COURTESY PHOTO

James Gill has been cho-
sen as this week’s winner
of the Hood County News
A.C.E. (Achieving Campus
Excellence) Award.

He is a seventh-grade spe-
cial education teacher at
Granbury Middle School who
provides inclusion support.
He was nominated by Lauren
Desormeaux.

Lauren has this to say
about Coach Gill: “Coach
James Gill is the kind of em-
ployee who never hesitates
to lend a helping hand. His
many years of teaching have
given him a wealth of knowl-
edge, and he wholeheartedly
shares that wisdom to sup-
port and uplift those around
him. He has a genuine heart
for helping others grow and
he takes the time to guide

staff as they learn new skills.
Whether someone needs to
vent, talk through a tough
moment or ask for assis-
tance, Coach Gill is always
there. He remains steady,
patient and ready to listen.
His presence makes our cam-
pus stronger and our staff
feel supported. Inominate
Coach James Gill because

he embodies what it means
to be a dedicated, support-
ive and selfless educator.

He consistently goes above
and beyond his job descrip-
tion, not for recognition, but
because he truly cares about
the people he works with. His
willingness to mentor others,
share his expertise and be a
dependable source of encour-
agement makes a meaning-
ful difference on our campus

CE.S

every single day.”

About A.C.E.

Hood County schools are
filled with incredible people
who go above and beyond
every day, and now we're cel-
ebrating them with the A.C.E.
Award — Achieving Campus
Excellence. Nominations are

open from 5 p.m. Monday
through Friday each week to
students, parents and col-
leagues. Nominate your fa-
vorite teacher or staff mem-
ber from any district across
Hood County. The winner
will be announced and fea-
tured in the next edition of
the Hood County News.
--Nancy Pricer

Needing help getting your AD out there?
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Michelle Berry, CFP®

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™

PBerry
* €

WEALTH SERVICES GROUP

www.berrywealthservicesgroup.com

817-573-9595
RAYMOND JAMES®

O RODCKIN S ©

CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC

817-573-2400 817-573-4521

5530 W HWY 377, TOLAR, TX 76476

GRANBURY Follow us
T~ (817) 776-5877 n
NISSAN

4601 E. Hwy 377 | Granbury
www.granburynissan.com
INNOVATION THAT EXCITES

Chicken Express Supports Local Churches
Call Us For Ghurch Catering Needs
2200 E. Hwy. 377 Granbury 817-573-4800

@ Christian Brothers Automotive-

People-First Automotive Care
Fixing cars, driving joy.
Granbury ¢ cbac.com/granbury ¢ 817-910-4247

Complete Electrical Service
Residential | C jal | Industrial
817-279-7777
Serving Hood County Since 1986 | Free Estimates

Licensed, Bonded & Insured
Nolan Cornelius - Master Electrician Dirk Van Reenen - Owner
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Wtien T thought, My foot slips,” Yo

steadfast love, O LORD, tielpedme up. ’
DOfien the cares of my heart ate mang, Yo
consolations checr gy soul,
Psalm 94:18-19

Your Comfort Experts
™

AIR CONDITIONING INC.
Serving North Texas Since 1962

(Granbury: 817-573-2463 + www.hobsonac.com
It's Time to Tune-Up Your Heating System
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SANTO PROPANE
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1-800-448-7803

e

Propane Sales System Installations ® Tank Leases & Sales
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Jeremiah 29:11

WILEY FUNERAL HOME

“Home owned and operated”

Granbury ¢ 817-573-3000

est.
oodCounty
2018, 2019, 2020, 2021

CARING, IT’'S WHAT
WE DO BEST! ®

174 BED FACILITY

PRIVATE REHAB SUITES

22 BED SECURE HALL

SKILLED NURSING

REHABILITATION SERVICES

e LONG TERM CARE

TO SCHEDULE A TOUR, CALL|

(817) 573-3726
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. 817-573-7066 |

CALLTODAYTO |
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RELIGION

CHURCH DIRECTORY

A guide to Granbury-area churches.

No one has ever seen God; but if we love one
another, God lives in us and his love is made

complete in us.

1 John 4:12

ANGLICAN Vineyard Baptist Tolar United Methodist
Cootsetetiogion TOUFSISL o9zt
3600 Fall Creek Hwy., e haad
817-326-2035 Waples Baptist Waples United Methodist

1200 Temple Hall Hwy. 4323 Waples Rd.
ASSE'MBLY OF GOD 817-579-0509 817-573-9076
Crossing Place Western Hills Baptist MORMON

1900 W. Hwy. 377
817-573-1581

Elm Grove Assembly Of God
3630 Hill City Hwy., Tolar
254-835-4755

Faith Assembly Of God
300 Granbury Court
817-326-2270

BAPTIST

Acton Baptist
3500 Fall Creek Hwy.
817-326-4693

Allison Baptist
9926 Allison Ct,, Lipan
254-646-9926

Bible Baptist
4804 E. Hwy. 377
817-579-5424

Brazos River Baptist
2201 Mitchell Bend Hwy.
817-663-5384

Dennis First Baptist
7600 Fm 1189, Lipan
817-565-9027

Exalted Redeemer Baptist
1840 Acton Hwy.
817-247-7209

Fairview Baptist
5041 Weatherford Hwy.
817-573-8968

Faith Baptist Of Hill City
Hwy. 56
254-965-3840

First Baptist
7600 Fm 1189, Lipan
817-613-2322

First Baptist
214 Kickapoo Ct., Lipan
254-646-2484

First Baptist Granbury
1851 Weatherford Hwy.
817-573-7137

First Baptist Thorp Springs
2815 Lipan Hwy.
817-573-3339

Glen Rose First Baptist
201 West Gibbs Blvd.,
Glen Rose
254-897-2351

Granbury Baptist
1200 Weatherford Hwy.
817-573-4943

Iglesia Bautista Cristo Roca
Viva

315 Holly Hills Cemetery Rd.
254-396-5773

Iglesia Bautista La Hermosa
3300 Oak Trail Dr.

Lakeside Baptist
500 W. Bluebonnet
817-573-2094

Mambrino Baptist
1625 Mambrino Hwy.
817-573-4901

Mission Bautista El Buen
315 Holly Hills Cemetery Rd.
817-573-4133

Oak Trail Baptist
4501 Peppertree Rd.
817-279-6430

Paluxy Baptist
1844 Acton Hwy.
817-579-5111

Patillo Baptist
4791 Fm 2803, Lipan
940-769-2968

Pecan Baptist
7178 Fall Creek Hwy.
682-205-1565

Rainbow Baptist
1571 North Fm 200,
Rainbow
254-897-2121

Southside Baptist
910 Paluxy Rd.
817-573-1462

Sovereign Grace Baptist
820 Paluxy Rd.
682-936-4988

Tolar Baptist
400 Tolar Hwy.
254-835-4375

507 Western Hills Trail
817-573-7588

BIBLE

Grace Bible
201 E. Clifton Rd.
682-498-3014

Granbury Chapel Bible
Church

5150 N. Gate Rd.
817-736-9647

CATHOLIC

St. Frances Cabrini Catholic
2301 Acton Hwy.
817-326-2131

CHRISTIAN

Dayspring Christian
3314S. Clifton
817-573-0107

First Christian
2109 W. US. Hwy. 377
817-573-5431

Iglesia Christiana Vino
Nuevo

4900 Sonterra Ct.
817-578-0626

Promise Point Church
5904 Walnut Creek Circle
817-910-8868

The Evangelical Christian
608 Shady Grove Dr.
817-736-3041

CHURCH OF CHRIST

Downtown Church Of
Christ

310 W. Pearl St.
817-573-9862

Granbury Church Of Christ
1905 W. Pearl
817-573-2613

Lipan Church Of Christ
112N Caddo St., Lipan
254-646-2297

Old Granbury Church Of
Christ

4219 Old Granbury Rd.
817-573-6878

Thorp Spring Church Of
Christ

3006 Thorp St.
817-776-1547

Tolar Church Of Christ
8604 W. Hwy. 377, Tolar
254-835-4397

CHURCH OF GOD

Church Of God
1106 Weatherford Hwy.
817-279-6753

EPISCOPAL

Good Shepherd Episcopal
4530 Acton Hwy.
817-326-6074

JEHOVAH'S WITNESS

Granbury Jehovah's
Witnesses

3734 W. Hwy. 377
817-573-4259

LUTHERAN

Emmanuel Lutheran Elca
2301 Fall Creek Hwy.,
817-326-2201

Our Savior Lutheran
1400 N. Meadows Dr.
817-573-5011

METHODIST

Acton Methodist
3433 Fall Creek Hwy.
817-326-4242

Cresson United Methodist
110 South Crook St.,
Cresson

469-730-6496

Granbury First United
Methodist

301 Loop 567,
817-573-5573

Solid Rock Global
Methodist Church
3410 Glen Rose Hwy
682-498-3838

Temple Hall United
Methodist

5601 Temple Hall Hwy.,
682-317-9385

The Church Of Jesus Christ Of
Latter-Day Saints

1226 Ross Lane
817-573-6825

NAZARENE

Granbury Church Of The
Nazarene

921 Lipan Dr.
817-573-4041

PENTECOSTAL

Hood Pentecostal
3100 Beechwood St.,
817-279-0363

Calvary Church of Granbury
4800 Glen Rose Hwy
817-559-7372

PRESBYTERIAN

First Presbyterian
303 W. Bridge St.
817-573-2337

SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST

Granbury Seventh Day
Adventist

2016 Acton Hwy.
817-326-3573

OTHER

Anchor Fellowship
1300 James Rd.
682-990-8551

Bear Creek Community
18553 South Hwy. 377,
817-396-3245

Brazos Covenant Ministries
1950 Acton Hwy.
817-579-0968

Calvary Family
3306 Oak Trail Dr.
314-606-1211

Center Point
4332 E. Hwy. 377,
817-554-3432

Christian Science Society
528 N. Crockett
817-573-0457

Crossroads
200 S. Crook St., Cresson
817-886-9577

Fellowship Church Of Hood
County

2401 Cedar Crest Dr.,
817-579-9332

Generations Church
5718 E. Hwy. 377,
817-326-5378

Hope Community
3206 W. Hwy. 377
254-243-0350

Lipan Cowboy
205 West Lipan Dr., Lipan
254-396-3162

New Season Global Ministries
3755 Acton Hwy.
817-910-8777

Promise Point Church
5904 Walnut Creek Cir.
817-910-8868

Pure Praise
2901 Glen Rose Hwy.
817-279-3063

Rock Church Chapel
6101 Rock Church Hwy
Tolar, Texas 76476

St. John Victorian Mission
Of Granbury

5031 Bandy Rd.
817-573-2669

Stonewater
911 E. US. Hwy. 377
817-579-9175

The Bridge
1107 Weatherford Hwy
254-522-5330

The Heights
1921 Acton Hwy
817-558-2121

Triple Cross Cowboy
3470 Lipan Hwy
817-279-2470

This directory is made possible
by these businesses
who encourage all of us to attend
worship services.

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU!

GRANEURY « WEATHERFPORD « CLEEURNE + STEFHENVILLE = GLEM ROSE

FROVIDING EXCELLENT CARE WHEREVER YOU CALL HOME FOR 15 YEARS

Int:->xim =

HEALTHUARE. T —
1 : EER] DEFICEESCIES
HOME CARE AND HOSPICE mowsmeirs caRs 150 SosmE Cls
i1 Bl 5L I & GRAMIIEE. T 150 FHYSICAL, DOCUPATIOEAL, SFEECH TEERAFY

WO FENECTE: 31 75T T
HIWACE ILT-ATX- 0%

ENCELLENT CARE. EVIDNF FATIENT. EVEEYT BdK

Granbury Family MedClinic
Y 4 PA.

, Robert L. Lee, M.D.
% J. Kelcie Moody ENP-C

805 Hill Blvd. Ste 103 | Granbury | 817-573-3447

AUTO « HOME « LIFE HEALTH « COMMERCIAL

JOHNNY T.
HARRIS

INSURANCE

817-573-2118
817-573-7959Fax
clint@allamerins.com

2301 E. Hwy. 377
P.O. Box 1650
Granbury, TX 76049

L<L"D

GRANBURY KIA 3
817-573-0400 | www.granburykia.com

/T}:_/{_ o
{ Bestof
HoodCounty
._\f'ﬁ"'-f*20_21

12 Year Winng

HAction
817.579.8450

400 S. Morgan - Granbury

www.actioncomputers.com

Computer Repair | Upgrades
Networks | IT Services

Locally Owned

100 S. Morgan
& Operated

Granbury
817-573-1154

MARTINS

Funeral Home

(817) 57FLOSS
(817) 573-5677

1309 Paluxy Rd.

Granbury, TX 76048

www.lakeview-dental.com
Office Hours by Appointment

Jonathan Heizer, D.D.S.
Wyatt 0’Grady, D.D.S.

Pai Bridgewater

memory care

900 Autumn Ridge Dr | Granbury
817-573-7720
www.bridgewatermemorycare.com

stay connected - henews.com

817.279.1408
www.MyTexasEms.org

2200 Commercial Lane
Granbury, Texas 76048

~ Town Square
Title

WAXAHACHIE * MIDLOTHIAN  RED OAK
* BURLESON » GRANBURY « WEATHERFORD

972-935-0800 * TowNSQuARETITLE.COM

LW

Downtown Granbury
817-573-5321
wagonyard.com

flo

Eclectic Home & Office Outfitter

ROOFING

& CONSTRUCTION

VOTED “BEST ROOFER"” BY HOOD COUNTY SINCE 2013

817-579-7800
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In small schools like Lipan,
itis common for students
to play multiple sports or be
involved in multiple clubs
or organizations. Lipan
freshman Skylar Harrison is
excelling in a few sports so
far this year with no plans of
slowing down.

Harrison plays volleyball,
runs cross country, basket-
ball and track. In her four
months of high school, she
was on the first varsity vol-
leyball team in Lipan history
and placed fifth at the state
Cross country meet.

In her first varsity vol-
leyball season, she had 271
kills, 325 digs, 56 aces and
a second-team all-district
honor, something that was
just “regular” for her.

She played volleyball at her
previous junior high and had
some community ed experi-
ence, but at the varsity level,
it felt normal for her.

“T just go out there and
play, it just felt normal,”
Harrison said. “T had a good
freshman season, as a team
we didn’t get what we want-
ed, but I'll be back next year.”

“Skylar Harrison led us of-
fensively while also carrying
a big defensive and passing
load, playing six rotations.
She was our go-to attacker
and will only get better as
her career continues,” head
coach Aaron Callaway said.

Cross country was a
successful season as she
brought home a fifth-place
medal after running a two-
mile race in 11 minutes,
53.70 seconds, a personal
record (PR) for herself. Her
goal going into the season
was just to keep up.

“I guess, just to stay up
with Ansley (Tarpley). I al-
ways thought she was a
good cross-country runner,”
Harrison said. “I didn’t really

BY JAXON HANSARD
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Skylar Harrlson 1S havmg an exceptlonal freshman season

practice a lot in summer, so
once we actually started prac-
tices, it got a little easier.”

She played for two
Amateur Athletic Union bas-
ketball teams in the summer,
S0 Ccross-country training
was put on the back end.
Harrison starts for the 4-0
(as of Nov. 20) Lipan Lady
Indian basketball team.

Volleyball and cross coun-
try overlapped, and with bas-
ketball starting soon, she had
another practice to fit into
her day. Harrison’s days were
packed with cross country in
the morning, basketball dur-
ing the athletics period and
volleyball after school.

“As a coaching staff, we
work together to make it
easier on her. With volleyball
and cross-country practice,
and just making sure when-
ever she needed to take a
day, she could take a day off.
Every day she had something
before or after school, so1

did at least give her some
leeway,” head girls’ cross
country coach Misty Little
said. “Just let me know when
you take a day off and rest
your body and mind so she
doesn’t get burned out. We
want all our kids to partici-
pate in whatever they want
to participate in.”

Sometimes Harrison would
sleep a little longer in the
morning and make up for it
by running her two miles af-
ter basketball practice, often
doing her homework during
the free periods.

In between district volley-
ball and practices starting
for her favorite sport, bas-
ketball, Harrison managed to
earn a trip to the state cross
country meet and a fifth-
place medal to take home.

“I'was surprised in the
state meet. I didn’t feel like
I'was going that fast, but
once I heard my aunt yelling
at me, because she’s always

been a cross-country runner,
I just started passing people
at the end,” Harrison said. “I
was more nervous at region-
als because you actually had
to qualify. I'd already gotten
there, so I just had to go out
and run. My mom usually
says if you're nervous, you're
not prepared. Coach (Misty
Little) prepared me pretty
good for state.”

There was some extra mo-
tivation as her aunt placed
sixth at the state cross-coun-
try meet when she was a high
school freshman.

“My goal next year is to get
first because she got first her
sophomore year. So I can’t
really get much better than
that, but I'll just beat her
time,” Harrison said.

Her state time (11:53.70)
beat her previous PR. She
thought since it was the last
race, she would have plenty
of time to recover so she
gave it her all.

JAXON HANSARD

ABOVE; Skylar Harrison, a Lipan freshman athlete, shows off her
state cross country fifth-place medal. Harrison plays basketball,

volleyball and runs track.

FAR LEFT: Skylar Harrison drives to the basket with a defender
unsuccessfully trying to steal the ball.

CENTER: Skylar Harrison concentrates on a pass during her team's

volleyball season.

“Our fans traveled well,
and we had a great crowd
there to cheer these girls on.
She just ran unbelievably;
everybody kept yelling at
her to pass two more past
two more. She came by me
at the 400-meter mark, and
I told her she was sitting in
seventh. She finished and
passed two more girls to fin-
ish in fifth place,” Little said.
“I'm extremely proud of her.
I'was pretty shocked and
pretty dropped. She’s a great
athlete, great kid, and she’s
just a great person.”

After getting her fifth-
place medal she made it back

to Lipan in time to play in
the basketball scrimmage
against Decatur. It was op-
tional for her and her cross-
country teammate Anslee
Tarpley and they both opted
to play that night.

She plans to train for cross
country a little more this
offseason. Her plan is to run
year-round to help keep her
in shape and her stamina up
now that other schools know
how fast she can be.

“Everyone was saying I
screwed myself over be-
cause, now everyone knows
I can run that fast,” Harrison
said.

Lipan beats Tolar in a Hood Counly matchup of girls basketball
- | |

Jjaxon@hcnews.com

In a battle of Hood County hoops,
the Lipan girls defeated Tolar 58-37
Tuesday, Dec 2. The Lady Indians
now are 8-3 through a month of

play. Tolar now is 6-3.

While Lipan won by 21 points,
the effort is what made head girls
basketball coach, Amber Branson,

the happiest.

“I thought our kids played very
hard. In my opinion, we haven’t
played to our full potential, and
tonight, we had kids diving on the
floor, going after loose balls, grab-
bing rebounds, and we hadn’t done
that in the majority of the games
for the whole 32 minutes. [ was
very pleased with their effort,”
Branson said. “I told them even if
we hadn’t have won, I still would
have been proud of them because

they were playing hard.”

The Lady Indians’ physical and
fast defense made it difficult for

JAXON HANSARD \ HOOD COUNTY NEWS
ABOVE: Lipan freshman Sydni Gaylor moves left past Tolar defender Macy Price.
Gaylor had 25 points (five 3-point shots).

RIGHT: Tolar Junior Jaycee Jones signals a play for her team. Jones finished the

Tolar guards Jaycee Jones (junior)
and Macy Price (freshman) to create
good looks for their teammates.

“They’re just scrappy, they’re grab-
bing and always hustling. They play
hard every possession, and it’s a great
team effort by them,” Tolar girls bas-
ketball coach Ericka Halfmann said.
“You don’t get the No. 3 (ranking) by
your name without that tenacity.”

Jones finished the game with
nine points and Price had 14
points. Lipan was ahead 15-5 at the
end of the first quarter.

“We really rely on them to handle
that pressure and to be able to
handle that pressure and not have
too many turnovers. Really proud
of that. Jaycee and Macy could have
folded, but they kept on battling.

That’s a tough team and they didn’t
hold their heads,” Halfmann said.
Lipan freshman Sydni Gaylor
had a hot shooting streak early in
the game and it resurfaced in the
fourth quarter as well. Lipan senior
Finely Shockley made timely shots,
rebounds and passes throughout

the game as they never let up on the
Rattlers. Gaylor finished the game
with 25 points (five 3-point shots)
and Shockley had eight points.
Junior Kynzi Callaway had 12
points, multiple steals and a block.

“The first half we shot really well,

and I told them at halftime it may

game with nine points.

not continue. We still shot pretty
well, I think. I'm proud of their con-
fidence to keep firing and not let-
ting up,” Branson said.

Tolar went into halftime trail-
ing 31-10. Easy shots were hard to
come by, or the Lady Indians stole
the ball out from Tolar’s hands.

“Anytime we come here, it's
always a tough physical battle.
They’re a great team and we knew
it. That’s how we get better, playing
great teams,” Halfmann said.

Tolar sophomore Atley Kolb had
two points and multiple rebounds
and blocks in the fourth quarter
when scoring picked up for the
Lady Rattlers, but it wasn’t enough

in the end.

These Hood County teams may
meet again at the 2025 Howard
Classic Basketball Tournament that
Lipan hosts Dec. 4-6.

“We have our tournament, and to
me it’s stacked. We have a lot of great
teams coming in to play, and it’s not
going to be easy. We have to bring the
same energy that we had tonight into
Thursday to start,” Branson said.

“We get to come back on
Thursday for the Lipan tourna-
ment. These are the teams that we
have to face in order to make it in
the playoffs, and understanding
the speed, the tempo and just how
physical it is,” Halfmann said.

Signing

to play at
Florida SW
State

DjurdjaTorbicais
pictured with her family
after signing with
Florida Southwestern
State College to play
volleyball. Torbica

was a part of the Lady
Pioneers 2025 State title
team that beat Brazos
Valley Christian Home
Educators Association
3-1.She had 12kills, two
aces, 11 digs, two assists
and 24 receptions in the
championship match.

SEASON

FROM PAGE B1

to score easy points.

Granbury girls’ basketball.

Blalock said.

is another focus for his team. While
he feels his players have improved
their shooting percentages, it could
be a “pitfall” for the team. A man de-
fense paired with their good transi-
tion game will be a way for Granbury

“We are going to operate out of a
multiple-set offense this year. Less
continuity and more quick-hitters. We
will probably feature some two-guard
offense along with some blocker-mov-
er offense this year,” Blalock said.

The Lady Pirates are ready to start
anew era with Blalock, and he’s ready
to build off the continued success of

“I am excited to see us play some
tougher competition and excited for
the opportunity to showcase what
we have done this summer and fall,”

HOOD COUNTY NEWS

IN PRINT
ONLINE

ON THE GO
EVEN WHEN YOU
HAVE T0 GO
SUBSCRIBE TODAY
817.573.7066
WWW.HCNEWS.COM
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Math Blocks
Fill in the missing blocks with numbers between 0-20. CANADA
The numbers in each row add up to the totals on the right. U MONTH Y
The numbers in each column add up to the totals on the bottom.
13
4 HISTORY
9 |0 e
17 La Vérendrye
becomes the first
commandant of the
Posts of the West. He
is posted to Fort
l o 2 18 Kaministiquia and
Health begins the western
expansion.
21 14 13
. [ :Dl 9
. g| 0|6
What is the name of [=[e]e]
uonnjos
the chart that eye
doctors use to
measure vision? Get Scrambled
Unscramble the words to determine the phrase. FOCUS
CLUES ACROSS REPCEFT NVOIIS ;
pay particular
1. Type of cat 35. Stood back from attention to
6. Weaponry 37. Philippine Island
10. Western Christian Church service  38. Popular winter activity A
14. Significant eruption of pustules  39. Type of amine 8|PJs UB||aUS aMsSUY it - e ¢
15. Baltic nation 40. Small freshwater duck
17. Start of American holiday season  41. Filled with love
19. Unhappy 43. Without (French) = [ a——
20. Maintains possession of 45. Vetch i;q How bhey ) 3 ‘ Get the Q
21. Metrical foot of one long and 46. Swiss river r )
three short syllables 47. Describes a sound {g s ay =i { PICTURE?
22. Mountain pass 49. Sign language bhab i n... 35
23. Vestments 50. Hair product = | (O T
24. Type of dish 53. Have surgery "N '
26. Escaped quickly 57. Quality of being imaginary Bifocal or multifocal lenses e
29. Zoroastrian concept of holy fire 58, Far-right German party EﬂgliSh: Sight help people who have
;; glggs ) ) 59. Drove ) qunish: Vista different visual impairments 3
. Political action committee 60. Former French coin of low value s i see clearly with
34. Touches lightly 61. Hard, durable timbers Italian: Vista P y "
’ F one pairics Can you guess what
rench:Vue ,
CLUES DOWN German: Sicht B oRRas the bigger picture is?
1. Body art 30. A shot in a film production rmtidinha nva el s
2. Middle East military title 31. Afflict in mind or body
ACROSS @ apog atators
5: Speak incessantly 36- Employ )‘gor wages 1 TXism: “living _corporation T EX A S
6. Relating to algae 37. Kids’ TV channel (abbr.) . oo If:m ih\; h?ﬁ" 43 '(:‘n'-ﬁgnhava ;0;;?'
;g/. %;COETT/’ j(t)lumallist 39. Popular Boston song ﬁ;\rll)éssogrea?r 46 Astro or Ranger base C R O SS\/\/ O R D
.Roc channe 42. Made amends i o, . , .
9. Boat's cargo 43. Selling at specially reduced prices 6 Tl—)i(e:?lacs)gllerﬂ:\/lrer’s 47 giaie;ég:uvggshnet a by Cr::arl'ehyf)zs?%){)'orsl son
: * opyright rpison Bros.
10. Most wise 44. Atomic #18 . “Dang Me” was 1964 couldn't tell a lie (init) Pyrg Y
11. Within 46. With fireplace residue S i th 48 Texas lottery’s first
12. Chinese industrial city 47. Unleavened cornbread 7 T;ng 0 N i~ director Lin;lres
13. Scotland's longest river 48. Draw out Ir‘:‘m. rp rew?'/ndl'r’n 49 Astro defensive goals
16. Not capable 49. Southwestern Alaska island 8 ﬁ(isﬁ:/'e:‘in ; coon's Cowboys July camp
18. Footwear 50. Where the Pyramids are . (I.on time)
22. Savings account 51. People of Nigeria 9 TXism: “ 9 P
23. Capable 52. Smaller quanti Xism: “porch sitter
p q! ty
24. Vaccine developer 53. Destroy the inside of 15 high cards
: P ' _es Toy the mnside o 16 TXism: “packed like
25. Tax collector 54. City in a can”
27. Fencing swords 55. Chivalrous figure (abbr.) T Willa )
28. Native religion in China 56. No (Scottish) 18 I;(ri\sgu('; \?/Z';if't
29. Promotional materials 20 TX Tommy Lee was "qot the
Woodrow _ short 46
in “‘Lonesome Dove” o the stick”
22 TX';:Z:F;‘;‘”” 54 topaz is the 49
27 TX Roy Orbison's g f\ﬁtriﬁanger ‘50 51 %2 PAT7L
the Lonely pitchin’ stat. 12 El Paso theater 53
;g Kglgles ccc?lglrewith 56 fed. govt. ID no. \r)\?ljsrﬁatzer organ-_ 54
white ’ DOWN 13 name before Exxon 37 TXism: “would have
30 with “sodium,” it's 1 horse morsels 14 TXism: * McCoy” 55 to prime my mouth
fertilizer 2 Texas Blue Bell (genuine) to " (thirsty)
32 Texas' __ Pepper treat: __ cream 15 TXism: “that’s _ 56 40 embrace (2 wds.)
33 TXism: “ 3 ex-mayor of Fort __ doyoudo” 41 Dallas County was
as lightning striking Worth, Kay 16 Rio Grande sediment named for this
your zipper” 4 Texas war 17 tobogganers 26 TXism for “pistol” George (init.)
36 Gen.Robt. _ _ memorial: “Texas 19 rare birds seen at 28 TXism: *“ in 44 sweat outlet
37 former ABC reporter, ” Bentsen State Park his own juice” 45 fruit grown in the
TX Donaldson (init.) 8 TXism: “opened up 21 Texas pitching 31 TXism:“got _ _ Rio Grande Valley
38 San Antonio’s King _ __ ofworms” legend, Ryan (init.) of arrows in his 51 TX Roddenberry
William Street was 9 Texas Tech 22 not an AM station quiver” (capable) line: “where __
named after King women (3 wds.) 23 Texas boy 34 “Streets of Laredo” has gone before”
| of Prussia 10 TXism: “put up 24 TXism:“got _ _ was a__make of 52 TXism:“ he'sa
39 TXism: “got knocked __shutup” deal” (got cheated) “Texas Rangers” rooster, he'll crow”
____ortwo” 11 itcan be classified 25 Texas drive-in eatery 35 ___ Ocean, TX (inevitable)
DQ SMWHTMUVOYWOPETPTFTPT
oy (A S G LDOMOASTNFUINLEHRI gl
508 WOSECGLESCTICPIRVMDOS st
HOROSCOPES IUNI CWYFREQNRNOQUAYTFSEB BRAND
CASH FLOW
Aries, this week is all about momen- Libra, this week is all about harmo- ESERAYMCESHTTIMAEUATY ENTREPRENEUR
gzm. Y(;lurbbtzld?esillizelps yo;l b;feakl ;zy ar;lc_i howt y}czu can organizte;l thingsd Q 0O TRAHLMADASTISTREMMT EQUITY
rougn oostacies like a projessional. 0 dacnieve 1t. You may ve 1n tne maoo
A surprise opportunity might crop up. to connect and collaborate, helping to PUYYSTCAULLCTLISUTYTI GLOBAL
Embrace this chance. bring people together. ERWFVTMYNNAOPETITTETSBT OWU INNOVATION
TAURUS - Apr 21/May 21 SCORPIO - Oct 24/Nov 22 M CLNBLTETITLATIGBUHTLIEKTGBTIUVN 0 INVESTMENT
The week starts off slow and steady, People may be drawn to your playful LIABILITIES
but then a sprinkle of excitement is and magnetic side this week, Scorpio. ITNAWMMSNPSTIEARADONE LOCAL
added to your routine. A sweet surprise ~ Make time for socialization, but don't W NTABMIEKT F SNUZPAYTLIKTEA ATINTI MARKET SHARE
from a loved one could make your hesitate to book some alone time if you
week even better. think you need it. L6BMMNOMAHAOUDBIALMLD OUTr\ggQL?REglNG
GEMINI - May 22/Jun 21 SAGITTARIUS - Nov 23/Dec 21 R CKOSRLYUCTVSNLTTYLSC
Your social butterfly wings are flap- Sagittarius, your adventurous side R UDTITEUHUOGDNTITAPANYSHA ASEG PERFORMANCE
ping, Gemini. Engage in fun conversa-  is unstoppable right now. You are still PROFIT
tions with all of the people who come being fueled by discovery and others WEGEOESFMEHFNTYRETFT CC RETURN
your way. Who knows, even a sponta- want to join in the fun. Remember to F W EWNT REU PRENTEURTIZ ST BNIUGOG REVENUE
neous adventure might present itself. slow down and recharge. SCALABILITY
CANCER - Jun 22/Jul 22 CAPRICORN - Dec 22/Jan 20 WTQTmTEIRFOQEVWDWEFONVLU STAKEHOLDER
Cancer, your nurturing side shines Hard work pays off in little victo- EUNEVERHRYPRMLNIHNTDASTEB SUPPLY CHAIN
through this week. You might find ries this week, Capricorn. While you EGGWUPGEMTET RGERTLTDTETTTE FD VALUE
yourself acting as the go-to person for love being productive, remember to
support or advice. Justbe suretotend  celebrate every success, evenifitisa | rind the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.
to your own needs as well. small one.
LEO - Jul 23/Aug 23 AQUARIUS - Jan 21/Feb 18
Leo, you are ready for action even A change of scenery could be good
if everyone else isn't. They will look for you, Aquarius. If work had you feel- Y H o[71s511[3]9l4al8]6
to you as a leader, but you probably ing tired and worn out, book a short NS slolel7 1512131217
won't mind having a few chances to trip somewhere to enjoy some much- 3 3!
lead over the next several days. needed rest and relaxation. SINCH N1 VIl 411{316(8]12]19(71]5
VIRGO - Aug 24/Sept 22 PISCES - Feb 19/Mar 20 mgfﬂf M H0 Mg o8 118|915l 71316l4]2
Clarity and calm are the words of Don't brush aside the creative sparks & 3 ]d vINimlo GEW 3O
the week for you, Virgo. Those little that seem to be popping into your e ISR ?@3 SloiIvInl 312[71416(8)1[5]9
details that you've been puzzling over  brain one after another, Pisces. Trust N jﬂé? NomINTHIVIE 16]5]4]12]|9]1]18(3]7
for a bit finally click into place, leaving  your intuition, as it's guiding you to- tg EGeN - BB 7161819451213
you feeling amazing. ward fun things ahead. uonN[oS em 51al113l2l6l71 9108
olzznd ’e1 s i ol3[2]s8]|1[7]5]|6]4




SATURDAY, December 6, 2025

Hood County News B7

Saturday, Dec. 6

Join Granbury Santa’s
House for a joyful visit with
Santa, surrounded by festive
backdrops and warm smiles
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and
again from 6-8 p.m. The
Santa House is open every
Thursday, Friday, Saturday
and Sunday until Dec. 23.

The Riley Stephens
Memorial VEW Post 7835 will
hold the Christmas Holiday
Festival from noon to 6 p.m.
at the post, 3670 W. U.S.
Highway 377. The free com-
munity event will feature
Santa selfies, kids’ games
and crafts and vendors.

Visit Granbury will
hold the Granbury Great
American Petting Farm
from noon to 8 p.m. at the
Granbury Square Plaza, 201
E. Pearl St. Expect festive
holiday photo ops, adorable
animals to feed and mer-
chandise available for your
holiday gift shopping. Cost
is §5.

The Granbury Theatre
Company presents “A
Christmas Carol” at 2 p.m.
and 7:30 p.m. The play,
based on the classic Charles
Dickens novel, recounts the
tale of Ebenezer Scrooge,

a crotchety curmudgeon
who has lost faith in his fel-
low man and the spirit of
Christmas — rejecting an
invitation from his nephew,
Fred, and bemoaning hav-
ing to give the day off to
his overworked clerk, Bob
Cratchit. Tickets can be pur-
chased at granburytheatre-
company.org.

The Granbury
Independent School District
will hold the Granbury
Middle School Theatre mu-
sical from 7-9 p.m. at the
Granbury Middle School
Cafeteria.

Sunday, Dec. 7

Visit Granbury will
hold the Granbury Great
American Petting Farm
from noon to 6 p.m. at the
Granbury Square Plaza, 201
E. Pearl St. Expect festive
holiday photo ops, adorable
animals to feed and mer-
chandise available for your
holiday gift shopping. Cost
is §5.

The Granbury Theatre
Company presents “A
Christmas Carol” at 2 p.m.
and 7:30 p.m. The play,
based on the classic Charles
Dickens novel, recounts the
tale of Ebenezer Scrooge,

a crotchety curmudgeon
who has lost faith in his fel-
low man and the spirit of
Christmas — rejecting an
invitation from his nephew,
Fred, and bemoaning hav-
ing to give the day off to
his overworked clerk, Bob
Cratchit. Tickets can be pur-
chased at granburytheatre-
company.org.

Monday, Dec. 8

The Granbury
Independent School
District will hold the
Granbury Middle School
Choir Beginning Christmas
Concert from 5:30-6 p.m. in
the Granbury Middle School
Cafeteria.

The North Central Texas
Civil War Roundtable will
meet at 6:30 p.m. Monday,
Dec. 8 at Spring Creek
BBQ, located at 317 E. Hwy.
377. Jay May, a retired
Geophysicist and a member
of the steering committee,
will present the program.
Visitors are welcome, and
there is no charge for first-
time attendees. For more
information, visit ncentexc-
wrt.com.

Tuesday Dec. 9

The Granbury
Independent School District
will hold the Christmas
Extravaganza from 5:30-7
p.m. at Acton Elementary
School.

The Granbury
Independent School District
Acton Middle School Band
and Granbury Middle School
Band will hold the Christmas
Concert from 6:30-8:30 p.m.
at Granbury High School.

Thursday, Dec. 11
The Granbury

www.hcnews.com

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Independent School District
will hold the Mambrino 4™
Grade Music Program from
5:30-6:30 p.m. at the STEAM
Academy at Mambrino.

The Granbury Civic
Chorus is hosting their an-
nual Christmas Concert
at 7 p.m. at Acton Baptist
Church, with this year’s
theme being “Christmas for
All Time.” The concert is
free and open to the public,
though donations are greatly
appreciated.

The Granbury Theatre
Company presents “A
Christmas Carol” at 7:30
p-m. The play, based on
the classic Charles Dickens
novel, recounts the tale of
Ebenezer Scrooge, a crotch-
ety curmudgeon who has
lost faith in his fellow man
and the spirit of Christmas
— rejecting an invitation
from his nephew, Fred, and
bemoaning having to give
the day off to his over-
worked clerk, Bob Cratchit.
Tickets can be purchased at
granburytheatrecompany.
org.

Friday, Dec. 12

Visit Granbury will
hold the Granbury Great
American Petting Farm from
4-8 p.m. at the Granbury
Square Plaza, 201 E. Pearl St.
Expect festive holiday photo
ops, adorable animals to
feed and merchandise avail-
able for your holiday gift
shopping. Costis $5.

The Lake Granbury
Ministerial Alliance will
host their annual Christmas
Banquet at 7 p.m. at
Kingdom Life Church, lo-
cated at 1950 Acton Hwy. A
free meal will be provided by
Kingdom Life Church, please
register by 5 p.m. Dec. 9 to
be included.

The Granbury
Independent School District
Granbury Middle School
JV/Varsity Choir will
hold the JV/Varsity Choir
Concert from 7-8 p.m. at
the Granbury High School
Auditorium.

Granbury Live presents
Dunn and Brooks Christmas
Show at 7:30 p.m. In 2002,
Kix Brooks and Ronnie Dunn
released a Christmas album
titled It Won’t Be Christmas
Without You, featuring cov-
ers of traditional Christmas
songs, as well as several
newly written tunes. Tickets
can be purchased at gran-
burylive.com.

The Granbury Theatre
Company presents A
Christmas Carol at 7:30
p-m. The play, based on
the classic Charles Dickens
novel, recounts the tale of
Ebenezer Scrooge, a crotch-
ety curmudgeon who has
lost faith in his fellow man
and the spirit of Christmas
— rejecting an invitation
from his nephew, Fred, and
bemoaning having to give
the day off to his over-
worked clerk, Bob Cratchit.
Tickets can be purchased at
granburytheatrecompany.
org.

Saturday, Dec. 13

Camp Fire Camp EI
Tesoro will hold its annual
Breakfast with Santa event
from 8-11 am. at 7710 Fall
Creek Hwy. The event will
feature free Santa chats and
photos, crafts, hayrides, ar-
chery and a full holiday mar-
ket. Breakfast with Santa is a
free community event, with
an optional hot breakfast
served for $5 a child and $10
an adult. Pre-register online
at CampFireFW.org/BWS.

Visit Granbury will
hold the Granbury Great
American Petting Farm
from noon to 8 p.m. at the
Granbury Square Plaza, 201
E. Pearl St. Expect festive
holiday photo ops, adorable
animals to feed and mer-
chandise available for your
holiday gift shopping. Cost
is §5.

The Granbury Theatre
Company presents A
Christmas Carol at 2 p.m.
and 7:30 p.m. The play,
based on the classic Charles
Dickens novel, recounts the
tale of Ebenezer Scrooge,

a crotchety curmudgeon
who has lost faith in his fel-
low man and the spirit of
Christmas — rejecting an
invitation from his nephew,
Fred, and bemoaning hav-
ing to give the day off to
his overworked clerk, Bob
Cratchit. Tickets can be pur-
chased at granburytheatre-
company.org.

Sunday, Dec. 14

Visit Granbury will
hold the Granbury Great
American Petting Farm
from noon to 6 p.m. at the
Granbury Square Plaza, 201
E. Pearl St. Expect festive
holiday photo ops, adorable
animals to feed and mer-
chandise available for your
holiday gift shopping. Cost
is $5.

The Granbury Theatre
Company presents A
Christmas Carol at 2 p.m.
and 7:30 p.m. The play,
based on the classic Charles
Dickens novel, recounts the
tale of Ebenezer Scrooge,

a crotchety curmudgeon
who has lost faith in his fel-
low man and the spirit of
Christmas — rejecting an
invitation from his nephew,
Fred, and bemoaning hav-
ing to give the day off to
his overworked clerk, Bob
Cratchit. Tickets can be pur-
chased at granburytheatre-
company.org.

Monday, Dec. 15

The Granbury
Independent School District
will hold a Board of Trustees
meeting at 5 p.m. at the GISD
Administration Building
Board Room.

The Granbury
Independent School
District STEAM Academy at
Mambrino Choir will per-
form on the square from
5:30-6:30 p.m. at the Historic
Granbury Square.

The Granbury
Independent School District
Granbury High School Choir
will hold its Christmas
Concert from 7-8:30 p.m. at
the Granbury High School
Auditorium.

The Brazos Chamber
Orchestra Christmas
Concert will be held from
7:30-9 p.m. at Granbury First
United Methodist Church.
The concert is free.

Tuesday, Dec. 16

The Granbury Theatre
Company presents A
Christmas Carol at 7:30
p-m. The play, based on
the classic Charles Dickens
novel, recounts the tale of
Ebenezer Scrooge, a crotch-
ety curmudgeon who has
lost faith in his fellow man
and the spirit of Christmas
— rejecting an invitation
from his nephew, Fred, and
bemoaning having to give
the day off to his over-
worked clerk, Bob Cratchit.
Tickets can be purchased at
granburytheatrecompany.
org.

Wednesday, Dec. 17

The Granbury Theatre
Company presents A
Christmas Carol at 7:30
p-m. The play, based on
the classic Charles Dickens
novel, recounts the tale of
Ebenezer Scrooge, a crotch-
ety curmudgeon who has
lost faith in his fellow man
and the spirit of Christmas
— rejecting an invitation
from his nephew, Fred, and
bemoaning having to give
the day off to his over-
worked clerk, Bob Cratchit.
Tickets can be purchased at
granburytheatrecompany.
org.

Thursday, Dec. 18

The Granbury Theatre
Company presents A
Christmas Carol at 7:30
p-m. The play, based on
the classic Charles Dickens
novel, recounts the tale of
Ebenezer Scrooge, a crotch-
ety curmudgeon who has
lost faith in his fellow man
and the spirit of Christmas
— rejecting an invitation
from his nephew, Fred, and
bemoaning having to give
the day off to his over-
worked clerk, Bob Cratchit.
Tickets can be purchased at
granburytheatrecompany.
org.

ONGOING

Forward Training Center
offers a beginner typing
skills class. Call 817-573-
6677 or email info@for-
wardtrainingcenter.org.

Mondays

Healthy Connections exer-
cise classes: 9 a.m. exercise
(strength and balance); 10
am. Tai Chi; 10:30 a.m. exer-
cise (strength and balance);
11 a.m. Pilates. 5 to 6 p.m.
intro to meditation, private
class. The location is 1321
Water’s Edge Drive, Suite
1001. Details: 817-579-2979.

Granbury Bridge Club will
hold an ACBL-sanctioned
duplicate bridge game at
noon each week at the Acton
Methodist Church, 3433 Fall
Creek Highway, Granbury,
76049. Entry $8/person.

All are welcome; come with
a partner and compete

for ACBL master points.
Information and reserva-
tions: 225-933-4074.

Sons of the American
Legion Post 491 of Granbury
Burger Night, 5 to 7 p.m. at
American Legion Post, 3409
Davis Road. Funds raised
are used to support vet-
eran and community youth
programs. Open to mem-
bers and guests. Details:
515-554-6498.

Granbury Civic Chorus
— rehearsals, 7 to 9 p.m.
Mondays at Acton Methodist
Church, 3433 Fall Creek
Highway. Concerts in May
and December. See www.
granburycivicchorus.org
for schedule and activities.
Questions: granburycivic-
chorus2001@gmail.com.

Forward Training Center
“Cisco” classes from 6 to
8:30 p.m. To sign up, email
info@forwardtrainingcenter.
org or call 817-573-6677.

Tuesdays

Healthy Connections class-
es: 9 am. Weight Watchers
(join at weightwatchers.
com); 9 a.m. yoga (private
class, reservation only);
10:30 a.m. lifelong yoga (pri-
vate class, reservation only);
1:30 p.m. line dancing; 5:15
p-m. Weight Watchers (join
at weightwatchers.com);
6 p.m. Granbury clogger
nights (watch or join). 1321
Water’s Edge Drive, Suite
1001. Details: 817-579-2979.

Amateur Radio Weekly
Social Hour Net. All licensed
amateur radio operators
welcome. 7 p.m., on the
147.240 MHz Repeater, +600
offset, PL 162.2.

Wednesdays

Hand and Foot card game
day. 10 a.m.; Dominoes
(Mexican Train) 11 a.m.
Healthy Connections, 1321
Water’s Edge Drive, Suite
1001. Details: 817-579-2979.

Healthy Connections
classes: 9 a.m. exercise class;
9 am. to 3 p.m. Quits of
Valor (third Wednesdays)
contact Kathy Cosand 618-
407-9914; 10 a.m. cards; 11
a.m. dominoes. 1321 Water’s
Edge Drive, Suite 1001.
Details: 817-579-2979.

Wednesdays, Saturdays

Habitat for Humanity of
Hood County is building in
the 3700 block of Canyon
Drive from 8 a.m. to 2:30
p-m. every Wednesday and
Saturday. No experience or
tools needed. Lunch is pro-
vided for volunteers. Join
them anytime.

Thursdays

Healthy Connections: 10
am. Tai Chi; 10:30 a.m. exer-
cise; 11 a.m.; noon to 3 p.m.
Quilting classes (second and
fourth Thursdays, private
fee required) 682-529-7492;
noon to 3 p.m. newcomer’s
cards; Pilates; 5 p.m. lifelong
yoga (private class, reser-
vation only). 1321 Water’s
Edge Drive, Suite 1001.
Details: 817-579-2979.

Melody Belles singers of
Granbury, women’s choral
group, has rehearsals from
10 a.m. to noon Thursday
mornings, at Memorial Hall
inside First Presbyterian
Church, 301 W. Bridge St.

Concerts are in December
and May. If anyone enjoys
singing, contact the group
for more information at eve-
behan@charter.net.

Chess Club, 6-9 p.m. at
YMCA, 1475 James Road.
U.S. Chess Affiliate, all ages
and skill levels, children 10
and younger must be accom-
panied by adult. Youth mem-
bership not required. Details:
HoodCountyChess.com.

Granbury Jam now at
Revolver Brewery (after five
years at Brock’s) from 7 p.m.
to 10 p.m. every Thursday.
Gator and the All-Stars open
the show and then folks from
the community can sing and/
or play — sing with the pros.
Revolver Brewery is located
at 5650 Matlock, 4 minutes
from Acton Highway/Fall
Creek intersection.

Fridays

Healthy Connections: 9
a.m. exercise. 1321 Water’s
Edge Drive, Suite 1001.
Details: 817-579-2979.

Saturdays

Hood County Hummers
Walking Club, 8 a.m., meets
every Saturday at Hilton
Garden Inn, 635 E. Pearl
St., for 5K or 10K walk for
fun, fellowship and fitness.
Details: 972-567-3278.

Running Bear Running
Club: 7:30 a.m. social run
every Saturday rain or shine
in front of Hewlett Park
Pavilion, 650 E Pearl St. Any
distance and any pace. All
abilities welcomed.

Healthy Connections:
10:30 a.m. yoga for a mission
(free with food donation);

10 a.m. Mexican Train. 1321
Water’s Edge Drive, Suite
1001. Details: 817-579-2979.

First Mondays

Hood County Amateur
Radio Club meets at 7 p.m.
on the first Monday each
month at the Hood County
Emergency Operations
Center, 401 Deputy Larry
Miller Drive.

Love Knots Loving Hands
Ministry. The ministry needs
people to crochet, knit or use
a knitting loom to make gifts
to comfort the ill, bereaved,
infants, etc. 1-3 p.m. Acton
Baptist Church fellowship
hall, 3500 Fall Creek Highway.
Details: 817-326-4693.

Second Mondays

Meeting of the Lake
Granbury Art Association
at 224 N. Travis St. at 6 p.m.
Meeting includes business
and a monthly demonstra-
tion from local and visiting
artists. For questions, call
361-510-6820 or email si-
manek]1@charter.net.

Third Mondays

Granbury quilters Guild
meets at 6 p.m. the third
Monday each month at
United Coop Electric, 320
Fall Creek Highway. Details:
817-296-8186.

Love Knots Loving Hands
Ministry. The ministry needs
people to crochet, knit or
use a knitting loom to make
gifts to comfort the ill, be-
reaved, infants, etc. 1 to 3
p.m. Acton Baptist Church
fellowship hall, 3500 Fall
Creek Highway. Details:
817-326-4693.

WAMS (Western Area
Modeling Society) radio con-
trol club meets at 6:30 p.m.
at Spring Creek Barbeque,
317 W. U.S. Highway 377.
R/C aircraft, cars, boats, glid-
ers, helicopters, etc. Details:
817-475-2194

First Tuesdays

Granbury Doll Club meet-
ing, 2 p.m. Hood County
Library, 222 N. Travis St.,
Granbury. All doll apprecia-
tors are welcome.

Second Tuesdays

Granbury Knitting Guild
meets to knit, learn and
share knitting tips each
month at First Presbyterian
Church Annex, 303 W. Bridge
St. Coffee at 9:30 a.m. and
meeting from 10-11:30 a.m.

Third Tuesdays
The Pecan Plantation
Genealogy Group meets at

the EMS training room, 9518
Monticello Drive, behind

the fire station. Everyone is
welcome. You do not need
to be aresident to attend.
Tell gate security you are
attending the genealogy
meeting in the EMS train-
ing room. Questions? Email
kcall3219@gmail.com.
Topic: Developments in DNA

Fourth Tuesdays

Hood County Historical
Society meets at 7 p.m. the
fourth Tuesday each month
(except November and
December) at the Historic
Granbury Railroad Depot,
109 E. Ewell St. Contact
Karen Nace at 817-279-2995
for additional details.

Monthly meeting of the
Granbury branch of the
Mid-Cities Stamp Club at
the Bentwater Activities
Center, 1800 Emerald Bend
Court at 7 p.m. Questions?

817-910-8174.

Third Wednesdays

Lake Granbury Area
Master Gardeners meet at
1 p.m the third Wednesday
of every month except
December; meetings begin
with a one-hour education-
al horticultural program,
which is free and open to the
public. Location typically is
United Co-op, 320 Fall Creek
Highway, Granbury. Check
the website txmg.org/hcmg
or call the Hood County
Extension Office at 817-579-
3280 for more info.

First Thursdays

Brazos River Corvette Club
meets the first Thursday
each month for fellow-
ship, planning events and
other business. Dinner, if
desired, at 6 p.m., meeting
from 7 to 8 p.m. at Spring
Creek Barbeque, 317 E.
U.S. Highway 377. Details:

bskaggs8@aol.com.

Second Thursdays
Granbury Woman’s
Club, a service organiza-
tion, meets at 5:30 p.m. the
second Thursday of every
month, beginning with din-
ner. Join us at the Woman'’s
Wednesday Club building,
306 N. Travis St. For infor-
mation dmengel1973@
gmail.com.

Hood County CERT
meets at 6 p.m. the second
Thursday of every month at
the Emergency Operations
Center located at 401
Deputy Larry Miller Drive.
HoodCoCert@gmail.com.

The Granbury EWMA,
Chapter P motorcycle
group meets at Spring
Creek Barbeque, 317 W.
U.S. Highway 377. Dinner
and fellowship is at 6 p.m.,
an informal meeting is at 7
p.m. Group of pleasure rid-
ers who love to ride in Texas
and beyond. Many Goldwing
riders, also 2- and 3-wheel-
ers, any and all riders are
welcome.

Third Thursdays

The Hood Somervell A&M
Club meets at 6 p.m. the
third Thursday (except June,
July and August) at Spring
Creek BBQ located at 317 W.
U.S. Highway 377 Granbury,
dining/social, 6:30 p.m.
meeting. Other activities,
fundraisers and meeting
changes can be found at hs-
caggies.org.

The Hood County
Democratic Club meets
at 7 p.m. each month at
1410 Pearl St., Annex
No. 1. Questions? Call
817-233-5453.

Last Thursdays

Marine Corps League
Detachment 1297 meeting
at the American Legion Hall,
3409 Davis Road, Granbury.
Chow is at 6 p.m., meeting
at 7 p.m.

Fridays, Saturdays

The Granbury Doll
Club is looking for do-
cents and volunteers for
Fridays and Saturdays. Call
817-894-5194.

Second Saturdays

Second Saturday Showoff
8:30 t0 10:30 a.m. at Fuzzy’s
Taco Shop, 115 W. Pearl St.
Car show.
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NEBY

BY JOSH BURTON

The Hood County News
is looking back on what’s
been published this week.
As part of Granbury
Goneby, staff have found
stories from 20, 40 and 60
years ago that may have
made a significant impact
on the community.

Dec. 2, 1965 — 60 years ago
The Hood County Pecan
Growers Association and

The Hood County News is looking back on
what’s been published this week. As part of
Granbury Goneby, staff have found stories
from 20, 40 and 60 years ago that may
have made a significant impact on the
community.

the Extension Service Pecan
Committee is making plans
for a big pecan show Dec.
9-10 at the Strain Hotel. The
location at the northeast
corner of the square will be
easily accessible and a large
number of entries and visi-
tors are expected.

An enthusiastic group
meeting the district court
room Nov. 30 learned the
possibility of a recreation

DAYDREAM ACHIEVER

Take a river cruise through
America the beautiful

BY ZACWILSON

Have you considered a
river cruise ... In the United
States?

Chances are you receive
a promotional pamphlet
in your mailbox every
month inviting you to go
on a European river cruise.
Viking, Avalon Waterways,
AmaWaterways and other
river cruise lines are regu-
larly sending out mail-
ings to American travelers.
You may have even trav-
eled to Europe and en-
joyed sailing on the Rhine
River through Switzerland,
Germany and Amsterdam,
or on the Danube River
through Hungary, Austria
and Eastern Europe, or the
Seine River sailing Paris to
Normandy, or the Douro
in Portugal. You may have
even explored the rivers
in Egypt, Columbia, South
Africa or Asia. But have
you considered sailing on
ariver cruise in the United
States?

American Cruise Lines
(ACL) is an excellent riv-
er cruise line that sails
through the beauty, histo-
ry, culture, wildlife, cuisine
and music of the United
States. They have been ex-
ploring America for more
than 50 years on the riv-

Zac Wilson is a Certified Travel Advisor,
ASTA Verified Travel Advisor, CLIA Master
Cruise Counselor, and owner of Daydream
Vacations Travel Agency in Granbury. www.
DaydreamVacations.com

ers and national parks of
the Mississippi, Columbia
and Snake, Tennessee

and Cumberland, Ohio,
Potomac and Chesapeake
Bay, Hells Canyon and
Yellowstone, San Juan
Islands, Florida Keys and
Gulf Coast, Hudson and
New England Islands, the
Great Lakes, and the Inside
Passage and Glacier Bay in
Alaska.

ACL has a fleet of small
ships with unparalleled
comfort and an intimate
vibe. Each ship only ac-
commodates between 90-
180 guests, always is close
to shore and provides
personalized service. They
have six different styles of
ships based on the needs
of the destination they
are sailing through. From
modern river boats to clas-
sic paddle wheelers, and
Coastal Cats. Every ship is
built in the United States
in Salisbury, Maryland.
They are meticulously
designed for smoother
cruising, optimizing views
and the highest level of
comfort. They also focus
on being environmentally
friendly.

It’s no surprise that ACL
is an award-winning river

project for Hood County.

A non-profit organiza-

tion would be formed, with
memberships and a board
of directors. Members would
have one vote for each share
of stock purchased.

Clyde Wells was in College
Station the previous week
attending the meeting of the
Texas A&M University board.
He was named chairman of
the committee to “Study the
Oct. 14 ruling concerning
coeducation at the univer-
sity from Attorney General
Waggoner Carr.

Dec. 5, 1985 — 40 years ago
Joyce Beckworth is the
chairman of a committee
initiated two months ago
by the Lake Granbury Area

cruise line. They continu-
ally win awards every year
from Cruise Critic, Magellan
Awards, USA Today, Conde
Nast Traveler and more.
They have quality accom-
modations, excellent food,
incredible staff, amazing
tours, cultural enrichment
programs and a member-
ship benefits program called
the Eagle Society for regular
cruisers.

The travelers I send on
American Cruise Lines al-
ways book their next cruise
while on board the ship to
receive a big discount, and
they get to keep me as their
travel advisor to assist them
with all the details of their
trip at no extra cost. It’'s a
win-win. I have one couple
who just booked their fifth
ACLriver cruise, and they
say it’s because each desti-
nation is unique, the ship,
staff and food are excellent,
and they always make new
friends while on board. Plus,
they love it’s a much shorter
flight compared to travel-
ing to Europe; no passport
required.

Where do you want to go?
Alaska Glaciers and Wildlife,
New England Islands and
Fall Foliage, Florida Coast
and the Keys, Mississippi
History and Civil War sites,
New Orleans to Memphis to
Nashville, Tennessee, for the
Music Cities Tour, East Coast
Colonial and Revolutionary
Tours, or the Great Lakes?
Contact your favorite Travel
Advisor today.

SENIOR CENTER MENUS

Monday, Dec. 8

squash, tossed salad and a cherry crisp.

BBQ baked potato, buttered corn, garlic

bread and fresh fruit.

Tuesday, Dec. 9

Thursday, Dec. 11
Meatloaf with green beans, mashed potato,

aroll and cake.

Rosemary chicken with rice pilaf, seasoned

carrots, a roll and fruit yogurt.

Wednesday, Dec. 10

Stuffed pepper casserole with yellow

Friday, Dec. 12

Chicken salad sandwich with green pea
salad, chunky fruit medley and upside down

cake.

CINERGY

ENTERTAINMENT

Granbury

Session Times

Friday, 05 December 2025 - Thursday, 11 December 2025

Five Nights at Freddy's 2 (PG13)

Fri: 2:00PM, 3:00PM, 4:35PM, 5:35PM, 7:10PM, 8:15PM, 9:45PM.
Sat: 10:00AM, 11:30AM, 12:30PM, 2:00PM, 3:00PM, 4:30PM, 5:30PM,

7:00PM, 8:20PM, 9:30PM, 10:50PM.

Sun: 10:15AM, 11:30AM, 12:45PM, 2:00PM, 3:50PM, 4:30PM, 6:20PM,

7:00PM.

Mon, Tues, Wed: 2:10PM, 3:40PM, 4:40PM, 7:15PM, 8:00PM.
Thurs: 2:15PM, 3:15PM, 4:45PM, 5:45PM, 7:15PM, 8:15PM

Now You See Me: Now You Don't (PG13)
Fri: 2:20PM, 5:00PM, 7:40PM, 10:20PM.

Sat: 11:00AM, 1:40PM, 4:20PM, 7:00PM, 10:20PM.

Sun: 11:00AM, 1:40PM, 4:20PM, 7:00PM.

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs: 2:00PM, 4:40PM, 7:20PM

Wicked: For Good (PG)
Fri: 3:40PM, 6:45PM, 9:50PM.

Sat: 10:00AM, 1:05PM, 4:10PM, 7:15PM, 9:40PM.

Sun: 10:00AM, 1:05PM, 4:10PM, 7:15PM.
Mon, Tues, Wed: 2:00PM, 4:00PM, 7:40PM.
Thurs: 2:00PM, 5:05PM, 7:45PM

Zootopia 2 (PG)

Fri: 2:00PM, 3:00PM, 4:40PM, 5:40PM, 7:20PM, 8:15PM, 10:00PM.
Sat: 10:00AM, 11:00AM, 12:35PM, 1:35PM, 3:10PM, 4:10PM, 5:45PM,

6:45PM, 8:00PM, 9:20PM, 10:35PM.

Sun: 10:00AM, 11:00AM, 1:35PM, 3:15PM, 4:10PM, 5:50PM, 6:45PM.
Mon, Tues, Wed: 2:00PM, 4:35PM, 5:05PM, 6:10PM, 7:10PM.
Thurs: 2:00PM, 2:35PM, 4:35PM, 5:10PM, 7:10PM, 8:10PM

l Show times are subject to change without notice l

Click your way to more
stories with
Hood County News
by subscribing TODAY!

SAME PAPER AT YOUR FINGERTIPS Hcnews.com

Chamber of Commerce

to study the feasibility of
building a civic center in
Granbury. She and a com-
mittee of 10 have been tour-
ing various cities across the
state to study the develop-
ment and operation of their
civic centers.

After initially balking on
approving the city’s 1986 ho-
tel/motel room occupancy
tax contract with the Lake
Granbury Area Chamber of
Commerce Tuesday night,
city council members finally
gave approval for it.

The state supreme court
will hear arguments Jan. 15
in Austin regarding not re-
hiring Tolar football coach
Gary Grounds. The Tolar
school board did not rehire

the coach in the spring of
1984 and Grounds filed a
lawsuit claiming the school
board did not give him valid
reasons for his dismissal.
However, in Hood County
district court and later in ap-
peals court, judges upheld
the school’s decision.

Dec. 3, 2005 — 20 years ago
A Granbury man was ar-
rested Tuesday on suspicion

of the unlawful discharge
of waste materials into Lake
Granbury. Brandon Duain
Bartlett, 24, was arraigned
before Justice of the Peace
Judy Watson for reportedly
dispensing salt water from
a tanker truck into the lake
at his residence along Long
Creek Court.

Donations to hurricane
victims may have affected
the lack of donations to
at least one local group.
Only 15 percent of gifts
have been returned leaving
Hood County Christmas for
Children volunteers won-
dering what they’re going
to do. At this time last year,
about 50 percent of gifts
had been returned.

A complaint about par-
ents’ cars and school buses
impeding a driver’s speed
has set a parent in motion
to slow traffic in front of
Baccus Elementary. The
driver complained cars and
buses entering the highway
at less than the speed limit
of 65 mph were slowing his
travel.

SUPPORT
SYSTEMS

Every day

Alcoholics Anonymous. Do
you or someone you know
have a problem with alcohol?
Meetings at 10 a.m., noon and
7 p.m. each day at 1205 Lipan
Highway, Granbury.

Sunday through Friday

Acton 12 Step Group meets
at 7 p.m. at 3609 Acton
Highway behind Madison
Park.

Every Saturday

Women’s Way Out AA-
Alcoholics Anonymous.
Closed discussion for women
only. Meets at 10 a.m. every
Saturday at 301 W. Bridge St.
For more information, call
317-772-8124.

Every Monday

Acton Al-Anon 12 Step
Group meeting noon to 1 p.m.
Located in the Acton Library
in the same building as the
fire department, 6430 Smokey
Hill Court. For more informa-
tion, call 817-308-3300.

Grief Connection, a dis-
cussion-based grief support
group, meets from 4-5:30
p-m. at First Christian Church
Granbury, 2109 W. Hwy 377,
Granbury, TX 76049. (Next to
Tractor Supply). Park in the
main parking lot and enter
through the office door. If
someone is suffering aloss
through death, divorce, seri-
ous illness or other life trau-
ma, join the “Tribe of After” as
the group navigates the emo-
tional, spiritual and practical
changes of life with and after
loss. Anyone who has ques-
tions or would like more infor-
mation, contact Amy Dwight
(817-894-2449) or Danny
Dwight (817-219-9833).

Promises Al-Anon group
meets at 6 p.m. every Monday
at First Presbyterian Church,
fellowship hall, west entrance,
303 W. Bridge St.

Every Tuesday

Punchin’ Parkinson’s in
Granbury. 12:30-1:30 p.m. A
noncontact boxing and fitness
program designed for people
with Parkinson’s Disease. First
Christian Church, 2109 W.
U.S. Highway 377 next door to
Tractor Supply.

Kkl

GriefShare 14-week semi-
nar. Next session begins 6:30
to 8 p.m. Sept. 10. Presented
by StoneWater Church,
Granbury, this program is a
support group designed to
help rebuild lives. Book for
course, $20, “Finding Hope

ol

.

After the Loss of a Loved
One.” Register: GriefShare.
StoneWaterChurch.com or
call 817-579-9175. May call
anytime for help.

Celebrate Recovery is a
Christ-centered recovery
program. Free dinner 6 to
6:45 p.m., large group meet-
ings 7 to 8 p.m., small group
meetings 8 to 9 p.m. Lakeside
Baptist Church, 500 W.
Bluebonnet Drive. 817-573-
2094. Questions: Tim White
817-223-0973 or Becky Pierce
254-396-5918.

Acton 12 -Step Women'’s
Group meets at 5:30 p.m. at
3609 Acton Highway behind
Madison Park.

WeightWatchers, 9:30
am. and 6 p.m. Fun, sup-
portive group for achiev-
ing a healthy weight, with or
without GLP-1 medication. At
Healthy Connections, 1321
Waters Edge Drive, Suite 1001,
Granbury.

Every Thursday

Take Off Pounds Sensibly
or TOPS. 8:45-10:30 a.m.
Lakeside Baptist Church,
room 133, 500 W. Bluebonnet
Drive. For information, call
262-227-7144.

GriefShare Recovery semi-
nar and support recovery
seminar and support group
meets at 10 am. at Interim
Hospice, 1314 Paluxy Drive,
Suite 200. Childcare is not
provided. Fee for Griefshare
workbook is $15. Details:
817-573-7474.

Re | engage marriage en-
richment meets at 6:30 p.m.
every Thursday at StoneWater
Church in Granbury. For more
information email to paige.
kitchens@stonewaterchurch.
com.

Acton 12 -Step Women’s
Group meets at 5:30 p.m. at
3609 Acton Highway behind
Madison Park.

Men'’s prayer group meets
7 to 8 p.m. in the Outreach
Center at Lakeside Baptist
Church in the building to the
right of the main church, 500
West Bluebonnet Drive in
Granbury.

Every Friday

Celebrate Recovery, Christ-
centered recovery pro-
gram. 12-step groups meet
7 to 8 p.m., “Friday Night
Live! Church” 8:15 to 9 p.m.
Lakeside Baptist Church, 500
W. Bluebonnet Drive. 817-573-

0
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2094. Questions: Tim White
817-223-0973 or Becky Pierce
254-396-5918.

Acton Al-Anon 12-Step
Group meeting noon to 1 p.m.
Located in the Acton Library
in the same building as the
fire department, 6430 Smokey
Hill Court. For more informa-
tion, call 817-308-3300.

First Monday

Alzheimer’s Support
Group, join others to share
concerns, 10 a.m. at Acton
Methodist Church, 3433
Fall Creek Highway. Details:
817-326-2355.

First Tuesday

Alzheimer’s Caregivers sup-
port group, 10:30 to 11:30
am. in the 1894 Building
at Acton Baptist Church,
3500 Fall Creek Highway.
For caregivers, family mem-
bers, friends and anyone
in the community. Details:
817-326-4693.

Second Saturday

Grief support group for
anyone grieving a loss in their
life. This is an informal gath-
ering for breakfast. Please
join us for conversation and
community, location varies.
Call for info: Amy Dwight 817-
894-2449 or Danny Dwight
817-219-9833.

Second Monday

DAYV Granbury Memorial
Chapter 238 monthly chap-
ter meeting at 7 p.m. at 959
Charterhouse Circle. DAV
Granbury assists veterans
and their families in getting
the benefits they have earned.
The group can assist in fil-
ing claims and navigating the
Veterans Administration pro-
cess for benefits. Contact info:
682-719-5560; davgranbury@
gmail.com.

Third Monday

Alzheimer’s Support
Group, join others to share
concerns, 10 a.m. at Acton
Methodist Church, 3433
Fall Creek Highway. Details:
817-326-2355.

Third Tuesday

Alzheimer’s Caregivers sup-
port group, 10:30-11:30 am.
in the 1894 Building at Acton
Baptist Church, 3500 Fall
Creek Highway. For caregiv-
ers, family members, friends
and anyone in the community.
Details: 817-326-4693.

Fourth Tuesday

Parkinson’s Support Group,
1 p.m. at Lakestone Terrace,
916 E. U.S. Highway 377. Open
for those with Parkinson’s
Disease and their families
who want to understand more
about this disease. Details:
817-999-1470.

Fourth Saturday

Grief support group for
anyone grieving a loss in their
life. This is an informal gath-
ering for breakfast. Please
join us for conversation and
community. Location varies.
Call for info: Amy Dwight 817-
894-2449, or Danny Dwight
817-219-9833.
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001 Asphalt & Cement
002 Auctions

003 Business/Commercial
004 Business Opportunity
005 Cleaning Services
006 Construction/Contractors
007 Demolition

008 Electrician

009 Excavating

010 Fencing

011 Firewood

012 For Sale

013 Garage & Estate Sale
014 Help Wanted

015 Home Improvement

016 Landscape & Mowing Services

For Sale
4-person hot tub. FREE if you
move it. Was working when shut
down. 817-408-5688.

Yamaha 2019 gas golf cart. Lots of
extras. $6500. 214-926-6883.

013 Garage & Estate Sales

GARAGE/YARD SALE - 1007
MEADOWLARK LANE, Dec 5-6,
FRIDAY 9A-4P, SATURDAY 8-2P
TOOLS, FURNITURE, NEW ITEMS
PLUS WHO KNOWS WHAT ELSE !!!

ONE EYED ROOSTER - CRESSON,
TEXAS. Antiques, christmas Decor,
Yard Art. Open 7 days. Bypass the
Bypass.

Garage Sale -4003 Monterrey
Drive, Granbury - Friday 12/5

& Saturday 12/6 - 9am to 1pm -
Furniture, toys, books, clothes &
shoes, eletronics and more.

New Beginnings
Resale Shoppe & Boutique

MISSION
GRANBURY 2

817-964-3445
1204 Water's Edge Dr.,

{Across from the Movie Theatre)
#heretchelp
Shop: Mon.-Fri. 9am - 5pm
Sat. 10am - 4pm
Donate: Wed.-Sat. 10am-3pm

014 Help Wanted

BEST JOB EVER! Executive assistant,
9-20 hours per week, significant
computer skills, professional,
positive, organized, light food prep,
errands, driving, light cleaning,
household management, health/
fitness minded, pay base on
experience/education. 979-229-
6787.

015  Home Improvement

REPAIR RANGERS
Your go 2 handyman.
No job too big or too small.
(817)905-0983

RUSTY SPUR CONSTRUCTION

Residential and commercial
construction. No job too big. or too
small. Remodel, new construction,
decks, outdoor kitchens and more.
Call Charlie Coleman today for a free

estimate. (817) 905-0983

THE COWBOY HANDYMAN
Home Improvement and Repair
Locally owned
Brad Stone 806-676-9939
Dependable, Affordable Choice!

SNODGRASS PAINTING
AND REMODELING, INC
One Stop Shop
A-Z Construction & Painting
A+ BBB Member
(817) 578-8387 (817) 271-3324

HANDYMAN OF GRANBURY

No job too small! Light fixtures,
ceiling fans, faucets, new furniture
assembly, blinds, repairs, odd jobs.

Barry Hazel 817-891-2779

fin T
RELIABLE AND PROMPT
Home remodeling and
handyman services.
Please check out our website
Residential, Insured,
Rumneyhomeimprovements.com

(720) 708-9317

GRANBURY # TEXAS

Hood County News
CALL 817-573-7066

017 Livestock & Pets

018 Lost & Found

019 Masonry & Stonework
020 Moving & Hauling

021 Painting
022 Plumbing

023 Pressure Washing

033 Legal Notices

RATES

$17.00 A Week

16 Words or Less

e Qver 16 words, add 60 cents per word.

e Extras such as Bold, Center & Border are
available for a small fee

* Classified boxed display ads also available
for $13.00 per column inch

024 Real Estate for Rent
025 Real Estate for Sale

026 Repair Services
027 Roofing

028 Sand, Gravel & Soil

029 Small Business
030 Storage

031 Welding

032 Miscellaneous

016 Landscape & Mowing Services

JOSE LAWN CARE

Mowing, tree removal limbs,
weeding. Also, clean-up,
painting concrete & trim

carpenter. Free est.
Jose 817-538-6297.

LAWN CAF

Winter Time Specials
Tree work, Fence Work, Leaf
cleanup. Flowerbed clean-
up. Brushing Hogging. Fres
esfimates. Seniar ciscount,

817-793-2245

017

Livestock & Pets

LOOKING FOR A COMPANION?
If you are looking for a compan-
ion animal to give a forever
home, OPT TO ADOPT!

Call or visit
Hood County Animal Control
1550 Weatherford Highway,
Granbury, Texas 76048
817-573-4277

IFYOU HAVE
LOST OR FOUND AN ANIMAL,
please contact
Hood County Animal Control,
1550 Weatherford Hwy,
Granbury, Texas 76048.
817-573-4277

JULIEANNE gig

LANDRUM & J
DOG i
GROOMER  Audi

Very Reasonable. Senior Discount.

817-408-5288

wilsonjulieanne@gmail.com

019 Masonry & Stonework

AFFORDABLE ROCK WORK
*Sidewalks *Retaining Walls
*Mailboxes *Fireplaces
No job too small. FREE estimates.
(817)279-3212

024 Real Estate For Rent

Warehouse/Office/Retail space for
lease. 1200+ sf. Hwy 377 W and
Hwy 51 N from $695. 817-349-
2535.

TOLAR 2-2 duplex for rent. $1,000
deposit, $1,100/mo. Fenced-in
backyard, carport, no smoking. 122
and 124 Donley. 817-578-7378.

Available Now: 2-1, washer/dryer
connections. $1,250/mo, $1,000
deposit. 817-219-7059.

865 sq ft, 1BR/1BA and 2 lofts.
Water & sewer included. $1,250,
$600 deposit, $200 animal deposit,
no cats. Nonrefundable. In Glen
Rose. 254-386-7387.

House for Rent: 2-1, 707 E Moore St.
$900/mo, $500 deposit. Absolutely
no pets! 682-500-5543.

I -
VISA @au ) .55@‘*225

Acton area. Clean 2-2-2 CP, trash
and water paid. $1,350/mo. $1,000
deposit. 817-578-9906.

026 Repair Services

NEED COMPUTER HELP?
Virus Removal/Repairs/Networks/
Upgrades/Programming/Training

and more. Over 25 years exp,
Residential and Commercial
(817) 579-8450

032 Miscellaneous

WAGON YARD.COM We sell local
honey, Watkins, Howard Products,
Mexican Vanilla. Repair Battery
Clocks, Elec Lamps. 817-573-5321

WE BUY OLD US COINS OF ALL
DENOMINATIONS.
Call 817-559-3131

033 Legal Public Notices

CITATION BY PUBLICATION - TRC
109 & 114

CAUSE NO. C2025006
THE STATE OF TEXAS

WALTER MORGAN, BONNIE
MORGAN, DAX MORGAN,

Plaintiffs
VS.

MATTHEW TODD THOMPSON AND
MICHAEL DEAN TELLIHO,

Defendants

IN THE 355TH DISTRICT COURT OF
HOOD COUNTY, TEXAS

To: MATTHEW TODD THOMPSON
AND MICHAEL DEAN TELLIHO

Defendant(s), GREETING:

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT(S): You
have been sued. You may employ an
attorney. If you or your attorney do/
does not file a written answer with
the clerk who issued this citation

by 10:00 a.m. on the Monday next
following the expiration of forty-
two days after you were served

this citation and petition, a default
judgment may be taken against you.
In addition to filing a written answer
with the clerk, you may be required
to make initial disclosures to the
other parties of this suit. These
disclosures generally must be made
no later than 30 days after you file
your answer with the clerk. Find out
more at TexasLawHelp.org.

You are hereby notified that a suit
has been brought by WALTER
MORGAN, BONNIE MORGAN, DAX
MORGAN as Plaintiff(s), against
the above-named MATTHEW
TODD THOMPSON AND MICHAEL
DEAN TELLIHO as Defendant(s),
by PLAINTIFF'S ORIGINAL
PETITION filed on the 15th day of
JANUARY, 2025, in a certain suit
styled WALTER MORGAN, BONNIE
MORGAN, DAX MORGAN vs.
MATTHEW TODD THOMPSON AND
MICHAEL DEAN TELLIHO. A suit is
now pending in the 355th Judicial
District Court of Hood County, Texas.
The cause number is: G2025006.

A brief statement of the nature of this
suit is as follows, to wit:

Plaintiff(s) WALTER MORGAN,
BONNIE MORGAN, DAX MORGAN,
by and through its attorney of
record, KELLY G. TORRIJOS of LAW
OFFICES OF THOMAS J. HENRY,
5711 UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS BLVD.,
STE. 101, SAN ANTONIO, TX

78249 brought suit under Cause

No. G2025006 in the 355th Judicial
District Court of Hood County, Texas,
by PLAINTIFF'S ORIGINAL PETITION
on Defendant(s), MATTHEW TODD
THOMPSON AND MICHAEL DEAN
TELLIHO if living, or Unknown Heirs
if he be dead, are potential parties of
interest:

DOCUMENT BEING SERVED:
PLAINTIFF’S FIRST AMENDED
PETITION, FILED ON SEPTEMBER
22,2025

ISSUED AND GIVEN under my hand
and seal of said court in the City of
Granbury, Hood County, Texas, on
October 3, 2025.

ATTORNEY FOJUHE DEFENDANT (S)
KELLY GAYTAN TORRIJOS
LAW OFFICES OF THOMAS J. HENRY

5711 UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS BLVD.,
STE. 101

SAN ANTONIO, TX 78249
TELEPHONE: 361-985-0600
EMAIL: ktorrijos@tjhlaw.com

MELANIE GRAFT, CLERK OF THE
355TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
OF HOOD COUNTY, TEXAS

By Sarah A. Roach,

Deputy Clerk of the 355th Judicial
District Court, Hood County, Texas

Hood County Hospital District board
of directors will hold its regularly
scheduled meeting on Friday,
December 12, 2025 at noon in

the Hood County Annex | Meeting
Room, 200 Deputy Larry Miller

Dr., Granbury, TX 76048. For more
information, 817-579-3200.

Hood County Commissioners’
Court has received an application to
consider a revision of the plat for:

ADALIE OAKS, LOTS 4-R THROUGH
6-R

The Hood County Commissioners’
Court will meet to consider the
application and to hear any protest to
the revision on Tuesday, December
19th, 2025, at 9 a.m. in the Central
Jury Room of the Ralph H. Walton
Jr. Justice Center, 1200 West Pearl
Street, Granbury, Texas 76048.

Hood County Commissioners’
Court has received an application to
consider a revision of the plat for:

THE LANDINGS EAST, Lot 3199R

The Hood County Commissioners’
Court will meet to consider the
application and to hear any protest to
the revision on Tuesday, December
19th, 2025, at 9 a.m. in the Central
Jury Room of the Ralph H. Walton
Jr. Justice Center, 1200 West Pearl
Street, Granbury, Texas 76048.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is given that original Letters
Testamentary for the Estate of

Julia Olive Stroud were issued on
November 13, 2025, in Docket No.
P10830, pending in the County Court
of Hood County, Texas, to Blake
Alan Edwards. All persons having
claims against the estate, which is
presently being administered, are
required to submit them, within

the time and manner prescribed by
law, and before the estate is closed,
addressed as follows:

Blake Alan Edwards

c/o Law Office of Karen J. Tracy,
PLLC

P. 0. Box 21396

Billings, MT 59104-1396

Dated November 24, 2025.

/s/ Karen J Schexnider

Karen J Schexnider

Law Office of Karen J. Tracy, PLLC
P. 0. Box 21396

Billings, MT 59104-1396

Tel: (972) 270-4393

Fax: (972) 270-4328

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that
successor Letters of Independent
Administration with Will

Annexed for the Estate of Paul
Earnest Leslie, Deceased, were
issued on November 19, 2025, in

Cause No. P10493, pending in the
County Court of Hood County, Texas,
to Gail Ann Leslie.

All persons having claims against
this Estate which is currently being
administered are

required to present them to the
undersigned within the time and in
the manner prescribed by law.

c/0: Tracy S. Bush, attorney for Gail
Ann Leslie

201 E. Bridge St.
Granbury, Texas 76048

stay connected — hcnews.com

CLASSIFIED
AD DEADLINE:
NOON, MONDAY

PLACE YOUR AD AT
hcnews.com
orcaLL 817-573-7066

Nobody does it better!

Notice to Creditors: Estate of ROY
AARON KIZER. On November 19,
2025, in Cause No. PR10800,in
the matter of the estate of ROY
AARON KIZER the Hood County
Probate Court admitted the Will of
ROY AARON KIZERtand appointed
DANA RYAN KIZER as Independent
Executor of the Estate. All creditor
claims may be forwarded as follows:
Dana Ryan Kizer, Independent
Executor, c¢/o Candace L. Sandifer,
Attorney at law, Houser Law Firm,
P.C., 1560 E Southlake Boulevard,
Suite 100, Southlake, Texas 76092.

NOTICE TO ALL PERSONS HAVING
CLAIMS

AGAINST THE ESTATE OF HARIBOL
BHANDARI, DECEASED

On November 19, 2025, original
Letters Testamentary were issued
to Udayan Bhandari, by the County
Court of Hood County, Texas, acting
in Cause No. P10833, styled Estate
of Haribol Bhandari, Deceased,
and in which court the matter is
pending. Udayan Bhandari now
holds those Letters Testamentary,
and administration of the Estate of
Haribol Bhandari, Deceased, has
commenced.

All persons having claims against the
Estate of Haribol Bhandari, Deceased
are notified to present those claims
to Udayan Bhandari, Independent
Executor of the Estate of Haribol
Bhandari, Deceased, at 181 S.
Graham Ave., Stephenville, Texas
76401, within the time prescribed

by law.

DATED this 26th day of November
2025.

THE ALLEN FIRM, P.C.

A Texas Professional Corporation
Attorneys for Independent Executor
181 South Graham

Stephenville, Texas 76401
Telephone: (254) 965-3185
Facsimile: (254) 965-6539
jeremy@allenlawfirm.com

By: /s/Jeremy Derington
State Bar No. 24050508

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

RFP2026-01 FLEET MAINTENANCE
SERVICES (OIL & TRANSMISSION)

The Commissioners’ Court of Hood
County is seeking sealed proposals
from highly qualified, experienced,
and responsible firms to supply
fleet maintenance services such

as oil changes and transmission
maintenance for County vehicles.
The fleet generally includes pickup
trucks, vans, police pursuit vehicles,
and passenger type vehicles.

GRANBURY * TEXAS

Hood County News

‘a 817-573-7066
hcnews.com

Find Contractors,
Service Technicians,
Landscapers,
Plumbers,
Electricians,

Mechanics,
Carpenters,
Painters,
and more in the

CLASSIFIEDS

www.hcnews.com

Sealed proposals subject to the
conditions and requirements of
RFP2026-01 will be received at the
Hood County Purchasing Office,
1402 W Pearl St, Ste 1, Granbury,
Texas 76048 not later than 10:00

am on Thursday January 8, 2026.
Submittals received after that date
and time will be rejected regardless
of reason, including delayed delivery.
Proposers will be read at that

time in a public meeting and held

by the Hood County Purchasing
Agent’s Office. After evaluation of
completeness, price, references,
experience, qualifications, and facility
location, it will be awarded by the
Commissioners’ Court at a future
Court date. Hood County reserves
the right to reject any and all bids
and to waive formalities for the best
interest of Hood County. All invoices
shall be paid at the regular semi-
monthly meeting of the Hood County
Commissioner’s Court.

Electronic Bids are preferred and can
be submitted through Hood County’s
page on the BonFire website at http://
co-hood-tx.bonfirehub.com/ . It is
free to register and to bid. Hard copy
submissions may be submitted by
downloading a bid packet at https://
hoodcounty.texas.gov/bids and

can be submitted to: Hood County
Purchasing, RFP 2026-01, 1402 W
Pearl St, Ste 1, Granbury, TX 76048.
Facsimile and e-mail transmissions
will NOT be accepted. Any questions
regarding this RFP should be
directed to the Hood County
Purchasing Agent at gtilleman@
hoodcounty.texas.gov no later than
December 23, 2025.

Hood County, in accordance with
the provisions of Title VI of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 (78 Stat. 252,
42 U.S.C. BB 2000d to 2000d-4)
and the Regulations, hereby notifies
all bidders that it will affirmatively
ensure that any contract entered
into pursuant to this advertisement,
all contractors will be afforded

full opportunity to submit bids in
response to this invitation and will
not be discriminated against on the
grounds of the owner’s race, color,
national origin, sex, age, disability,
income-level, or LEP in consideration
for an award.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original
Letters Testamentary for the Estate
of WILLIAM ALLEN HARDIN,
Deceased, were issued on November
19, 2025, in Cause No. P10760,
pending in the County Court of Hood
County, Texas, to: MELODY SUE
HARDIN.

All persons having claims against
this Estate which is currently being
administered are required to present
them to the undersigned within the
time and in the manner prescribed
by law.

c/o: Steven G. Kuban
Attorney at Law

107 E. Pearl St.
Granbury, Texas 76048

DATED the 20th day of November,
2025.

Attorney for Melody Sue Hardin
Steven G. Kuban

State Bar No.: 24078807

107 E. Pearl St.

Granbury, Texas 76048
Telephone: (817) 573-8872
Facsimile: (817) 579-1651
E-mail: skuban@kubanfirm.com

&
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Rainbow Room servmg children for 30 years

Local non-profit
celebrates with
open house

BY CHLOE LAING

Jjaxon@hcnews.com

Organizers of Granbury’s second
oldest charitable organization, the
Rainbow Room, have tried to ad-
dress concerns they have regarding
community visibility.

To address these concerns, they
have organized an open house
event celebrating the group’s 30
anniversary from 4-6 p.m. Dec. 9 at
2175 Ruth Smith Drive.

It is the hope of Rainbow Room’s
board this open house will high-
light the team’s mission and bring
the Rainbow Room to the forefront
of Granbury’s nonprofit scene - a
scene in which it has taken a back
seat to because the organization
is limited to working with Child
Protective Services and not the gen-
eral public.

“It’s like nobody knows who
we are, because we're behind the
scenes,” Rainbow Room board
president Vanessa Faulkner said.

To celebrate its 30" anniversary
of serving Hood and Somervell
counties’ children, the Rainbow
Room is opening its facility for an
open house event, during which do-
nors and community members are
invited to come in, ask questions,
learn all about the process, and see
how their donations are being used
to cause change.

“We invite our donors and have
them come in, because we feel like
they like to see what happens to
their money,” said Brigitte Eichler,
the local Rainbow Room’s founder.
“They like to actually be able to see
where their money’s going and how
it’s helping, and kind of get a feel
forit.”

While they may not have wide-
spread notoriety among the local
nonprofits, the Rainbow Room
does have a dedicated band of
donors who make real-life change
for local children and families
possible.

According to several case-
workers, this community sup-
port is what makes the work of
this Rainbow Room so beneficial
— more beneficial than in other

communities.

“Here, the community is just
so supportive. I don’t know if
they (Rainbow Rooms) are as suc-
cessful in other communities,
because those communities are
just not quite as supportive,” CPS
Investigator Supervisor Michelle
Gasca said.

“It really mirrors their passion
for the work that they do and what
they provide for us. It just shows
how passionate they are for the
cause and the community,” CPS
investigative case worker Ashley
Cleff said.

Helping CPS caseworkers help families
The Rainbow Room of Hood and
Somervell Counties acts as the
bridge of support between local
Child Protection Service casework-
ers and the children they serve.
It provides many items a child or
family might need to live a hope-
ful life, including clothing, diapers,
formula, hygiene items, comfort
items, shoes and meal vouchers.
When caseworkers learn of a
child’s or family’s need, they can go
to the Rainbow Room’s extensive
inventory and find the solution to

COURTESY PHOTO
Rainbow Room of Hood and Somervell Counties Founder Brigitte Eichler (left)
and President Vanessa Faulkner (right) help work alongside local Child Protective
Service case workers to ensure the area’s underprivileged children have the
resources they need to thrive.

that need almost instantaneously.

“We go meet with families, and
they’ll be like, ‘I can’t do this. I
don’t even have time to meet with
you. We can barely put food on the
table,” Cleff said. “Rainbow Room
gives us the ability to be like, ‘Well,
what do you need? You'd be sur-
prised what I could get my hands
on. You have a baby, let me bring
you some diapers. Let me bring you
wipes. Like, I know it’s not much,
but it takes something off.”

The organization serves to sup-
port the “real heroes” — local CPS
case workers, Eichler said. The
Rainbow Room can help CPS pro-
tect children and families by acting
as a bridge between the two parties.

According to the Rainbow Room
team, often, families are wary of
CPS’s intentions. However, because
of the Rainbow Room, CPS case-
workers can bring improvements
to the lives of everyone in the
home, showing they really do care
about preserving and improving
families in addition to protecting
children’s safety.

“We build trust between the case-
worker and the family, you know,
because every time they go to the

Uy W AN

- i L

home, they’ll take a package of dia-
pers and wipes. They’re building re-
lationships to try to help the home
be better for the children,” Eichler
said. “They really are worried for
the children in our community,

and I love that about them, because
they want to make sure they’re safe
at the end of every day. They’ll do
anything to do that.”

According to numerous Hood
County CPS caseworkers, not only
does the Rainbow Room fill a direct
and dire need for these families,
such as providing clothing and safe
living conditions, but it also re-
stores a sense of pride and hope.

“It doesn’t only just heighten the
self-esteem of those children, but
with our families too,” Cleff said.
“They face the world feeling just a
little more pride in what they’re be-
ing able to send their kids out in.”

The Rainbow Room of Hood and
Somervell counties is a nonprofit
and relies solely on the dedica-
tion of a team of 10 volunteers and
community donations, all of which
go directly to local struggling fami-
lies and children.

“We're very chintzy with our
money, like I would say 99.5 per-
cent goes whatever the kids need,”
Faulkner said. “We want all the
money that’s raised to go to the
children.”

30 years ago, this year

The local Rainbow Room was
established by Eichler in 1995 af-
ter chatting with one of the area’s
two Child Protective Services
caseworkers.

Eichler learned there was no

governmental help for kids living
in foster care or underprivileged
homes to secure needed resourc-
es like clothing or hygiene items.
These products either were pur-
chased directly by the family’s case
worker or the child simply went
without.

This problem was particularly
potent in Hood County, where, ac-
cording to Faulkner, 53 percent of
the population lives below the pov-
erty line.

So, Eichler took the matter be-
fore her church, Acton Methodist
Church, and began the local
Rainbow Room as a Methodist
Women'’s project.

Eichler served as the Rainbow
Room president until 2022, when
she handed the reins to Faulkner,
who said she is passionate about
the cause because she once had to
participate in the broken system.

“I'have a son who was a foster
child that I adopted, and he had
nothing. I had to go buy everything
for him; there wasn’t a Rainbow
Room where I lived,” Faulkner said.
“So that’s what prompted me to get
involved, because I remember what
that was like — ‘Yeah, come get this
kid,” but I didn’t even have a car
seat to pick him up in.”

Each year, the local Rainbow
Room continues to grow and
serve more and more families as
Granbury’s population increases.
According to Faulkner, in 2024
alone, the Rainbow Room helped
more than 739 individuals.

“Our population has grown, and
so we've grown with it,” Eichler
said.

GHS football full of heart 2 WlnS in Alhsons 2nd season

BY JAXON HANSARD

Chloe@hcnews.com

Two victories and eight
losses statistically show the
results from the 2025 foot-
ball season for the Granbury
Pirates, but the camaraderie
and heart of the team is what
showed to head coach Bobby
Allison and his staff this year.

The 2025 foothall season
for Granbury was a bumpy
road for Allison in his sec-
ond year as head coach.
While he had a lot of impact-
ful seniors in key positions,
the tough district and inju-
ries stacked up on any mo-
mentum the Pirates had.

Through 10 games,
Granbury had 2,320 total
yards (1,468 passing yards
and 852 rushing) for 17
passing touchdowns, three

JAXON HANSARD | HOOD COUNTY NEWS

JAXON HANSARD | HOOD COUNTY NEWS
Senior Bryson Hager saluting his teammates on the sidelines.
Hager played both sides of the ball this season and had 59 yards

on three receptions through 10 games. He also had 58 tackles, one
interception, one fumble recovery and a defensive touchdown.

rushing touchdowns and
115 first downs. The Pirates
had a 1-7 district record.

“We went into this year
with high expectations and
we’re going to every single
year. Whenever we fall short
of our expectations, we have
to reflect and find out how to
be better and that’s our job,”
Allison said.

Allison referenced the Azle
and Denton losses to putting
together four quarters of “re
ally good football” instead
of three. Running the ball
better is a focus for the off-
season, as well as his players
being stronger both physi-
cally and mentally.

“High school sportsisn’'t a
win-at-all-costs, but winning
is important. We're helping
these guys develop from boys
into young men. We also have
to understand that winning is
important,” Allison said.

Defensive Coordinator
Kris Cauble has coached
with Allison for 12 years.

In those 12 years together,
this Granbury team has been
their best team at stopping
the opposing team’s running
backs. To round out the de-
fense, they want to improve
on stopping passes.

Allison’s coaching staff
featured five new defensive

Granbury coaching staff signal their defense. Defensive Coordinator Kris Cauble has coached with
Allison for 12 years. In those 12 years together, this Granbury team has been their best team at stopping
the opposing teams’running backs.

coaches and three offensive
coaches. Continuity is some-
thing he would like to have
for next year, so he and his
staff are more familiar with
each other’s skills and shared
expectations of their pro-
gram. The continuity of his
staff is important to Allison
as the roster size of a football
team requires more coach-
ing, and the shorter schedule
puts the Pirates into district
play after two games.

The injury bug bit the
Pirates early this season and
did not let up after. Senior
running back Spencer Taylor
missed six games with a bro-
ken collarbone he suffered in
the team’s first scrimmage.
Through four games, Taylor
had 161 rushing yards on
42 carries. His sophomore
stand-in, Kobe Barrington,
missed the second half of
the season after rushing for
189 yards on 79 carries. The
receivers were unfortunate
as well, with injuries to se-
nior Jonothan McCandless,
junior Christopher Skinner,
sophomore backup quarter-
back and wide receiver Caleb
Johnson. Sophomore tight

end Brayden Pugh, senior free
safety Tahj Clayton and se-
nior Jose Hernandez did not
complete the season either.

“Every single one of those
injuries was in a game. That’s
why it’s so important to pre-
pare everybody; the back-
ups are one play away from
being the starter. Having
backups ready to go and hav-
ing kids that can step up. We
had some kids step up this
year based off the injuries,”
Allison said.

Allison praised Granbury’s
leading rusher, sophomore
Hunter Rodgers, and the
leading receiver, senior Miller
Schenewark. Rodgers had
494 yards on 105 carries in
eight games. Schenewark had
416 yards on 35 receptions
through 10 games in his first
season as a high school wide
receiver.

“I'was really proud of those
kids, having to be thrown into
that fire, and the way they
developed and competed. I
was proud of all of them. We
probably had eight sopho-
mores playing on varsity and
a freshman throughout the
season,” Allison said.

With 30 seniors graduating,
Allison will look to fill out
his team with younger play-
ers from the junior varsity
teams. The development and
maturity of the younger play-
ers is something he and his
staff look for and explain to
their players.

“All of our kids are hard-
working kids. Now it’s a mat-
ter of how many of them can
be committed to what we're
asking them to develop. Our
goal is to compete at the level
that we play at. We need to
continue to work, develop,
and we need each one of
them to be the best version of
themselves they can possibly
be,” Allison said. “The stron-
gest version of themselves,
the fastest version of them-
selves and really dedicate to
getting as big and fast and
strong as their body can be.
That is the goal and the pro-
cess of every kid.”

This was the 2026 seniors’
second year with Allison, a
change they welcomed as
they were ready to make
a change and impact the
school’s foothall program.

“I truly believe a lot of the

change they (the seniors)
have created is within our
program and our culture and
our foundation. I truly believe
we're going to look back in

a few years and will now see
the change they’re talking
about,” Allison said. “They
laid the foundation and got
this thing going in the right
direction.”

One of his best examples
of his seniors’ impact on the
season was their ability to
handle adversity. When the
season was not going how
they wanted, he felt the se-
niors did not “change their
colors” and “stayed purple.”
Staying purple is one of
Allison’s values for his team
and it combines Granbury
school’s color of purple
and how students handle
adversity.

“It’s our identity, our brand,
our way of doing things.
Playing the game with class,
not getting personal fouls,
blaming your teammates,
throwing your helmet on the
sideline, not getting into it
with teammates and coaches
when things get hard. It’s
easy to be purple and oper-
ate when things are good. But
when things go bad, when
you start to lose games, ref
makes a bad call, you start
losing your composure. It’s

something that we say to our
kids to help them maintain
their composure and stay
purple,” Allison said.

Winning football games
only is part of the athletics
program; the other half for
Allison and his staff is help-
ing develop his players into
men. Tying every situation
they encounter to a real-life
example. They want to devel-
op the students’ character on
and off the field, in the class-
room, outside of school and
any opportunity they get.

“We are constantly talking
to all of our kids about our
life to help them grow into
our talk. We tell them all the
time it’s through the game of
football that we want to help
them become the men they
want, the husbands and fa-
thers they were meant to be,”
Allison said.

This “off-season” will have
the same standards and ex-
pectations. They believe in
their process, coaches, and
students, and are ready for
spring ball and the summer.

“I'wish it would have a few
more wins for them in the
win column, but at the end
of the day, I think they’re go-
ing to be able to look back
and say they gave everything
they had. They had a lot of
heart,” Allison said.
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PECAN PLANTATION BITS

BY DIANE LONG

A Mississippi native who has been a Texas
transplant for 30 years, Diane Long is a
wife, mother, and former English teacher
who has written Pecan Plantation Bits for
17 years cumulatively. She spends her time
both gathering neighborhood news and

collecting new books to read. dianedlong@
yahoo.com | 817-579-9360

December is here, and
that means our communi-
ty’s calendar is overflowing
with parties, gatherings and
events. Last weekend, the
Woman’s Club’s Toys for Tots
Christmas parade (with clear
skies and on a lovely day) was
abeautiful success with deco-
rated golf carts and horses
comprising a holiday proces-
sion to cookies, hot chocolate
and Santa and Mrs. Claus at
the clubhouse. Thank you
to parade coordinator Kay
Jones and her committee for
facilitating this festive and
fun party. This weekend the
activities continue and hold
abundant opportunity for
Christmas celebrations.

Holiday homes

First, from 8:30 a.m. to 4
p.m. today, Saturday, Dec.
6, is the Pecan Plantation
Woman’s Club’s annual
Christmas Tour of Homes.
The ladies prepare year-
round for this much antici-
pated event, and the funds
raised support their chosen
philanthropies.

Toy tournament

In addition, the Men’s
Golf Association also has
abig gala planned for to-

day, Saturday, Dec. 6, with
its annual Toys for Tots
Tournament on the calen-
dar. A Toys for Tots dona-
tion box is located in the pro
shop where checks may be
deposited.

Paint party
Finally, it is the season

for a paint party, and one is
coming from 2-4 p.m. today,
Saturday, Dec. 6, at the PAC
for artists ages 12 and older.
Facilitator Traci Bishop will
guide participants through a
step-by-step art project cel-
ebrating the winter season.

Outdoor activity

The Brazos River
Sportsman’s Club and the
Recreational Vehicle Club
will enjoy a joint Christmas
party Tuesday, Dec. 9, at the
clubhouse. In addition, the
Sportsman’s Club will fa-
cilitate Pecan’s annual kids’
trout fishing tournament
also Dec. 29. Folks may send
email to jcfritz56@gmail.
com for more details on the
Sportsman’s Club and write
ppoarv@gmail.com for RV
Club news.

Teacher team
The Pecan Educator

GOOD FOR HOOD
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The Pecan Plantation Woman's Club holds a Toys for Tots Christmas
parade to usher in the holiday season in Pecan Plantation.
Decorated golf carts and horses led the way to the clubhouse where
attendees enjoyed refreshments and visited with Santa and Mrs.

Claus. Many thanks to Kay Jones and the PPWC ladies who made this

eventso fabulous.

Network has a gathering
planned at 6 p.m. Tuesday,
Dec. 9. This group welcomes
neighbors who currently or
have formerly worked in edu-
cation in any capacity. Send
email to teachtrw@yahoo.
com for complete informa-
tion about this group’s ac-
tivities and presence in our
community.

Golf gifts

The annual Christmas Card
Sale comes to the golf pro
shop from Tuesday, Dec. 9,
through Saturday, Dec. 13.
Shoppers may choose mer-
chandise to purchase and then
select a Christmas card reveal-
ing a designated discount.
One lucky shopper will open a
100-percent discount card.

Tune times

A karaoke party is com-
ing to the 19" Hole at 7 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 13. Both par-
ticipants and spectators are
invited to attend.

Also, Mark H. Morton will
entertain folks with his “road
trippin’ music” from 7-9 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 20, also in the
19%" Hole. All neighbors are
welcome.

Neighborly gathering

Pecan Plantation’s
Neighbors Helping Neighbors
invites folks to its Christmas
Party from 2-4 p.m. Monday,
Dec. 15, at the EMS Building
on Monticello Drive.
Attendees will enjoy an after-
noon of caroling along with
refreshments, and trans-

Woug’s
Floors Plus

portation is available with
an RSVP by Monday, Dec. 8:
817-894-0143.

Genealogy group

Pecan’s Genealogy Group
welcomes both neighborhood
residents and guests to its
meetings, the next of which
is a Christmas party Tuesday,
Dec. 16. Calls or texts to 682-
459-5718 will provide more
information on the day.

Date change

With Christmas coming
soon, Pecan’s bulk trash day
for December has been re-
scheduled to Saturday, Dec.
20, so services will continue
without interruption dur-
ing the holiday season. For
complete information on the
collection station in our com-
munity, folks may contact
Director of Operations Daniel
Van Patten at 817-573-2641,
extension 342.

Fish date

Pecaners will want to save
the date of Monday, Dec.
29 for the annual Dr. Barna
Memorial Kid’s Trout Fishing
Tournament. This Wildlife
Committee sponsored event
grows in popularity each
year as the youngest resi-
dents of our community have
proven themselves skilled
at reeling in healthy catches.
Registration begins at 8:30
a.m. at the pond behind the
clubhouse pool.

New year
Pecaners will have a party
in our neighborhood to

DRIVING ACADEMY

celebrate the coming of

2026. Beginning at 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 31, folks
may enjoy an evening consist-
ing of a meal (including black
eyed peas!), a champagne
toast, live music and dancing;
in addition, the dress code for
the party is bright and glow-
ing clothing to complement
the neon theme. Reservations
may be secured through
member portals or by calling
817-573-2641.

Cuisine dass

Pecan’s Chef Jordan Ray
has added a new activity to
our community’s calendar.
“Skills of Cooking” happen-
ing from 11 am. to 12:30 p.m.
Tuesdays and Wednesdays
with 30-minute sessions pro-
viding individual instruction
in the areas of soups, sauces,
barbecue prep and meat, and
fish fabrications. Advanced
level cooking mastery train-
ing also will be available.
Classes begin the first week
of Dec., and registration is
happening now. Contact
Shelby Looney to secure a
spot: 817-573-2641 extension
334 or sfoster@ppoaweb.
coml.

Governing group

Aboard of nine directors
serves Pecan Plantation, and
each year three members
complete their terms and
thus our community elects
three new members for the
group. Neighbors who are
passionate about our Pecan
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Shower Experts | Backsplashes | Porches | Floors | Tub Surrounds
CARPET | TILE | WOOD | VINYL PLANK | LAMINATE

Located in the Home Source Showroom Center

817-910-2213 | 5353 Acton Hwy. Suite B | Granbury

DON'T PAY 35-6°%

To Sell Your Home!

29)VearsiExperienceEIOveri1600lSales!,
SIGranburylNative!
817-894-1013

Dr. Bhaloo

682-936-4081

Register
403 Temple Hall Hwy | Granbury

682-600-5734

Greg Willis
Owner/Broker

Le Blac Bty bring F;{
the party to you! BLACK
BETTY

MOBILE BAR

,ﬁTxPHEss MUB“. TEGH AUTO REPAIR AND ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE

plIE LTI GET YOU
e MoOoVInG...
« Winchout - Belts

* Lockout + Pumps
« Spare tire change - MIL light

¢ One-on-one conultations

¢ Vintage 1985 horse trailer

« Satellite bar

¢ Champagne Wall

¢ Hot cocoa and mocktail packages >

» Customized packages to meet your needs < >
E Lat14 " »

o LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
* IRRIGATION & DRAINAGE
e RANCH & ESTATE MASTER PLAN

682-936-4028
CARTERLANDSCAPE.TEXAS@GMAIL.COM

HERON SECURITY

Serving Hood County since 1990

NIGHTLY PATROL

8 pmto5am
BODYGUARDS
SECURITY OFFICERS
Armed and Unarmed
State.Lic. B06080 817-326-4933

P O Box 5543 Granbury, TX 76049

Perfect for any event
We are committed to making your

WELDON — 817.964.4172
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED | 27 YEARS IN THE AUTO INDUSTRY

CONTAQT YOl!JR RIVER CRUISE SPECIALIST!

f

_y)ﬁj;i/i{'((;z; \
// VACATIONS )

dvantage
asonry

Restoning the value and beauty of youn home
B

1 (817) 736-9791

8175595750

zac@daydreamyacationsfcom

Heidi Gebhardt
817-573-7066 ext. 235 / heidi@hcnews.com

Zeb Ullom
817-573-7066 ext. 232 / zeb@hcnews.com

Madison Caster
817-573-7066 ext. 236 / madison@hcnews.com

DIRECTORY DISPLAY RATES

3 Months: $55/week | 6 Months: $50/week | 12 Months: $45/week
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CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE

Guests speaker to tell about Civil War arerial units

BY BILL DYESS

Bill Dyess, a retired attorney, has lived

in Granbury since 2007, and has had an
interest in the American Civil War since
childhood. He is a member of the steering
committee of the North Central Texas Civil

War Round Table.

Most of us have heard of lons during the war, and espe-
the Confederate Air Force, the  cially during the Seven Days
whimsical name of an organi-  Campaign.
zation that collects War World We will meet at 6:30 p.m.

I military aircraft.

But how many of us know
both the North and the South
actually had aerial units dur-
ing the Civil War? Jay May, a
retired geophysicist with a

Monday, Dec. 8, at Spring
Creek Bar-B-Que, 317 E.
Highway 377, in Granbury.
Guests are always welcome,
and there is no charge for
first-time attendees. For more

www.hcnews.com

Mike Moore (also a member

of the Civil War Round Table
Steering Committee), who
spoke on the legend that

John Wilkes Booth, President
Lincoln’s assassin, did not die
in Virginia in 1865, as the his-
tory books say, but instead
escaped and made his way
eventually to Granbury, where
he resided and worked as a
bartender for some time. The
speakers presented some very
interesting and compelling
facts supporting the legend.

December, 1863, In the Civil War
Although there were no

Gen. George Meade, retired
across the Rapidan River, and
went into winter quarters.
At Chattanooga, Gen. Grant
began building a base for a
campaign into Georgia, but no
real movement was expected
until spring.

Longstreet’s Corps of
Gen. Lee’s Army of Northern
Virginia, temporary attached
to Gen. Braxton Bragg’s Army
of Tennessee, had been sent
in November to attempt to
take Knoxville. Having failed
in that effort, Longstreet
withdrew to Greeneville,
Tennessee, where he too went

as the Commander of the
Army of Tennessee. Although
a competent and dedicated
soldier, Bragg was totally
unable to operate with his
subordinate officers, and
thus his accomplishments
were limited. His ultimate
replacement, Gen. Joseph

E. Johnston, would have the
task of opposing the Union
forces when they moved from
Chattanooga toward Atlanta,
in the coming new year.

Did you know
Confederate Gen. Braxton
Bragg, mentioned above,

where he was “seconded” as
the post quartermaster. As
troop commander, he submit-
ted arequisition for an item
he felt his troops needed. As
quartermaster, he denied the
requisition, on the basis that
it did not cite a proper need
for the item. When the matter
came to the attention of the
Post Commander, he is said to
have said:

“Bragg, you have fought
with every officer in the
United States Army, and now
I'm damned if you haven't
picked a fight with yourself.”

Civil War Round Tables ex-

long interest in Civil War tech-  information, visit ncentexc- major battles or engagements  into winter quarters. West of while a competent officer, istin cities and communities

nology, and a member of our wrt.com or call David Wells, during December, 1863, the Mississippi River, there was extremely difficult to get worldwide. All are indepen-

steering committee, will pres-  at 817-579-5769, or Bill Dyess,  there was much skirmishing was light skirmishing in sever-  along with. The story is told dent and share a common ob-

ent the December program at817-326-8216. and many cavalry raids — al places, but no major action.  that prior to the Civil War, jective in promoting and ex-

for the North Central Texas Our November program and death — throughout the In amajor Confederate while still an officer in the panding interest in the study

Civil War Round Table when was presented by local his- combat areas. In Virginia, the command change, Gen. U.S. Army, he commanded a of the American Civil War.

he speaks on the use of bal- torians Melinda Jo Ray and Army of the Potomac, under Braxton Bragg was replaced body of troops at a small post,

P E c A N ballot next year. Dedicated an application link and a QR annual meeting Saturday, training and committee liai- donations from members
members who guide our as- code containing an applica- March 7, and take office im- sonroles. who would like to recognize

FROM PAGE B11 sociation into the future and tion, and the deadline for mediately. Board service is our dedicated staff. Folks

and desire to make a differ-
ence in our vicinity are invit-
ed to complete an application
qualifying them to be on the

KNIEPER REALTY

lend their voices in decisions
concerning our homes are
invaluable. Members received
email last week with both

submission of paperwork is
5 p.m. Monday, Jan. 5. Newly
elected board members will
be announced at Pecan’s

avolunteer position that
requires attending monthly
meetings and dedicating time
each week to projects, email,

Giving back

The Pecan Plantation
Employee Christmas Bonus
Fund is open and receiving

may visit the Pecan website
or stop by the front desk to
participate.

Two hot button i1ssues In real estate

BY PAM KNIEPER

First let’s talk about feed-
back. In the real estate indus-
try, providing feedback after
property showings has long
been considered a profession-
al courtesy.

Realtors® often share buyer
impressions with sellers to
help them understand how
a home is perceived in the
market. However, this prac-
tice has increasingly become
a source of legal risk. Several
lawsuits have demonstrated
that even seemingly harm-
less comments can lead to

Pam Knieper, Broker/Owner of Knieper Real
Estate, is and has been the #1 Top Producer
for more than 15 years in Hood County and
running. She is known as the Waterfront
Expert and the Authority on Real Estate.

disputes, miscommunication
and liability.

One notable case involved a
buyer’s agent who described a
home’s décor as “tacky.” When
this feedback was relayed to
the sellers, they felt insulted
and later refused to negotiate
fairly with that agent’s buyers.
The situation escalated into
litigation, illustrating how sub-
jective remarks can damage re-
lationships and create grounds
forlegal action.

Additionally, feedback that
tells a seller the buyers loved
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the home and will be pre-
senting an offer soon, can be
perceived as giving the seller
insight into the buyer’s moti-
vation giving them an unfair
advantage to the buyer in the
negotiation process.

In a profession where trust
and reputation are para-
mount, such comments can
expose agents to claims of
misrepresentation or negli-
gence. As a result, many bro-
kerages now discourage or
prohibit feedback altogether.
This shift reflects a growing
awareness that protecting pro-
fessional integrity often means
saying less, not more.

The second issue concerns
‘undisclosed surveillance.”
In today’s real estate market,
many homeowners install

oy

cameras and audio record-
ing devices for security. While
these tools can protect your
property, they pose serious
risks when sellers fail to dis-
close their presence during
showings. Buyers and agents
often assume areasonable
expectation of privacy while
touring a home. Hidden sur-
veillance undermines that
expectation and can create
legal, ethical and financial
consequences.

One major danger is the
violation of privacy laws. In
many states, recording audio
without consent is illegal, and
undisclosed video monitoring
also may breach wiretapping
or eavesdropping statutes. If
buyers discover they were se-
cretly recorded, sellers could

»

face serious consequences.
Beyond legality, undisclosed
surveillance erodes trust.
Buyers may feel manipulated
if they believe sellers used
recordings to gain leverage in
negotiations, such as overhear-
ing candid discussions about
their budget or preferences.
The presence of undis-
closed cameras also damages
professional relationships.
Realtors® have fiduciary du-
ties to protect their client’s in-
terests and being unknowing-
ly recorded can compromise
those duties. Agents may face
reputational harm if clients
believe they failed to safe-
guard private conversations.
Finally, undisclosed surveil-
lance can jeopardize a sale
itself. Buyers who feel their
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privacy was violated may
withdraw offers or demand
concessions, reducing the
property’s marketability.
What was intended as a se-
curity measure quickly can
become a liability.

For these reasons, trans-
parency is essential. Sellers
should clearly disclose any
monitoring devices, ensuring
compliance with the law and
preserving trust in the trans-
action process.

As always, thank you for
taking the time to read this
article. If you have questions
about this article and just want
to talk about real estate in
general, we would love to hear
from you. Give us a call at 817-
219-0456, or visit us online at
WeSellGranbury.com.
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