
Her Work Gives Names 
to the Nameless 

New Forensic Artist's Renderings Help Close Cases 
By KATHLEEN CHARTER 
Tuas Medical Center News 

Aman, walking his dog on the 
jogging trail along the banks of 
a bayou, smells something 

eerily rotten in the air. Picking up the 
scent, his dog lurches off the path. As 
the dog abruptly halts in a tall patch of 
weeds, the man gasps in surprise ... the 
pair has stumbled upon a body so 
decomposed, it is unidentifiable. 

Is this scenario real or a scene out of 
"CSI: Crime Scene Investigation?" Nei­
ther - it's hypothetical. However, in 
either case, the setvices of a forensic 
artist might be required to help identify 
the body. 

In May, the Joseph A. Jachimczyk 

on facial reconstruction. 
Luis A. Sanchez, Harris County's 

chief medical examiner said he is 
happy to have a well-rounded investi­
gator like Skory on board. 

The Harris County Medical Exam­
iner's Office averages 75 to 120 uniden­
tified cases each year. Weather 
conditions, Sanchez said, especially 
like those in the Gulf Coast area, cause 
exposed bodies to decompose rapidly, 
precluding identification. 

''Forensic art is an expensive skill. It 
is cost-effective for the office and the 
county to have an in-house forensic 
investigator and artist in one," Sanchez 
said. 

Sanchez said Skory' s skills will save 
the county about $2,000 per sketch, the 

rate commanded 
by an Austin con­
tract artist that was 
hired when 
sketches were 
needed in the past. 

Prior to 
accepting a posi­
tion in Houston, 
Skory gained expe­
rience with the 
state of Virginia 
as a medicolegal 
death investigator. 
She performed 
two types of foren­
sic art - sketches 
and facial 
reconstructions. 

DRAWING A CONCLUSION-Catyana Skory, the Harris 
County Med/cal Examiner's Office's 11-1 forensic Investiga­
tor, and the first who Is spec/ally trained u a forensic alt/st, 
worlal on a facial reconstruction sketch. The Inset sketch Is an 
example of a finished pl«». If this aketch were releued to the 
publlc, It might help ldentHy the body of au Jehn Doe.'' 

''I had really 
quick success with 
one particular 
facial reconstruc­
tion - positive 
identification was 
made within 30 
hours of when it 
was published," 
Skorysaid. 

Sanchez said 

Forensic Center at the Harris County 
Medical Examiner's Office hired 
another forensic investigator, but one 
with these particular artistic and spe­
ciall y trained skills. 

"I've always been an artist. My fam­
ily is very artistic," said Catyana Skory. 

Skory started her secondary educa­
tion as a fine arts major at Colorado 
Sate University in Fort Collins before 
becoming interested in anthropological 
reconstruction. She went on to earn a 
bachelor's degree in history and 
anthropclogy at State University of 
New York at New Paltz, which pre­
pared her for a career in forensic 
anthropology. Jn addition, Skory added 
to her education with a master's degree 
in forensic science from George Wash­
ington University, where she focused 

when a forensic 
artist's work helps quickly identify a 
''John or Jane Doe," it also helps other 
offices and agencies with directing the 
investigation. With a positive identifi­
cation, medical and social history can 
be obtained. This information may be 
essential to determining manner and 
cause of death. 

Skory found the Harris County job 
after her Virginia job was cut in a work­
force reduction. 

''I started calling medical exam­
iner's offices in every city in the United 
States that I would live in, to see if they 
could use my services," she said. 

''I was impressed with Catyana's 
Virginia contributions and there was a 
need here," Sanchez said. "Her skills 
are now enhancing the Harris County 

(See "Forensic Artist" page 25) 
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e've made it more convenient for you to 

enjoy your favorite restaurant in Waterside Court 
at the John P. McGovern Texas Medical Center Commons. 

Just place your order online at http://waterside.ordertalk.net. 
and pick it up in minutes.* 

Choose from: Waterside Cafe, Kim Son, 
Luther's Bar-B-Q, KFC Express, Einstein Bros. 

Bagels, and Great American Cookies. 
• Orders arc pick-up only, no delivery, and are available ~t.the pick-~p 

window across from Waterside Caf6. There is an $8.00 IlllJlJmum online 
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http://waterside.ordertalk.net 
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John P. '.\kGon~rn 
Tr,as '.\lcdkal Cl'nll' r Commons 
6550 Bl'l'llll'I' .\w. (Sln' l'l Lr, ('I) 

Houston. Tl'Us 77030 

MORE THAN 500 ABOVE AND BELOW GROUND 
PARKING SPACES AVAILABLE 24 HOURS 
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Forensic Artist 
(Continued from pagt 5) 

Medical Examiner's Office' s forensic 
investigation division." 

The process of completing a facial 
reconstruction is complex. First, if there 
is any flesh left on the cadaver, the 
bones are boiled and thoroughly dried. 

Skory said sh e is then given a skull 
and begins the p rocess by placing tis­
sue markers on the skull' s surface. The 
markers, 21 of them, are made with 
long, thin erasers that are cut to differ­
ent lengths. The lengths are based on 
the Rhine and Campbell Measurement 
Scale, the most widely used measure­
ment scale in marking skulls for foren­
sic reconstruction. 

The scale was published by J.S. 
Rhine, Ph.D., and H .R. Campbell, 
D.D.S., in the October 1980 Journal of 
Forensic Sciences. By using black and 
white male and female cadavers, rang­
ing in age from 12 to 71, they identi­
fied 21 points on the skull with 
different tissue dep ths by using a nee­
dle to probe the differences. Since 
1980, there have been advances on this 
measurement scale. As interest in the 
subject increased, further studies iden­
tified tissu e d ep ths in other races. In 
addition, more advanced, accurate 
technology, su ch as CT scanning, was 
implemented to more accurately mea­
sure tissue depth, but through the 
years, the original p rinciple has 
remained the same. 

After the tissue markers are placed 
over the 21 points, modeling clay is 
molded over alJ and the deceased' s 
form begins to take shape. 

The reconstruction process, from 
marking to finish, may take anywhere 
from four days to two weeks, Skory 
said. 

as well," she said. '1 took a class on 
composite forensic art where I was 
given different sets of circumstances." 

:ne assorted "scenes" in h er port­
folio draw an eye-opening picture. 
They include sketches of eyewitness 
d escriptions, a sketch where she 
altered a person's image by adding a 
h at and glasses to their portrait, pho­
tos of cadavers with sketches of what 
they would look like if they were 
alive, and sketches that show age 
progression. 

Skory's tools of the trade are sketch­
ing penctls with different lead weights, 
acid-free sketch and tracing paper, and 
a gum eraser. 

When creating a facial reconstruc­
tion sketch, Skory first tapes tracing 
paper over a p hoto of a skull with vis i­
ble tissue markers. She then uses her 
sketching pencils on the tracing paper, 
in much the same way she would use 
modeling clay over the skull, to shape 
the form of the deceased person. This 
type of sketch may take as few as eight 
or as many as 16 hours to complete. 

The amount of time a sketch takes, 
Skory said, first depends on how long it 
takes to place the markers, then take 
and develop the photographs to scale. 

She just finished her first sketch for 
the Harris County Medical Examiner's 
office. This sketch, of a child, will be 
released soon. 

Skory said she hopes that anyone 
who sees the sketch will immediately 
step forward and give this child an 
identity. 

'1 hope that there is quick closure, 
because it is hard to comprehend how 
anyone could not know, or care, that a 
child is missing," Skory said. '1t' s sad, 
because most of the deaths we investi­
gate are unnatural. Themostimportant 
part of our job is helping people get clo-

''I have a certificate in composite art 
sure and get the truth. I'm glad to be 
partofthat." ■ 

RECONSTRUCTTNG AN ORIGINAL-Catyana Skory reconstructed the facial charac­
t11rl• tlcs of an unidentified white male wtu,n •he was II Virginia mfldlco/egal death 
lnvestlgator. The 21 tls•ue markers, based on the Rhln11 and Campbell Measurem11nt 
Sea/a, are vl•lble under the mode/Ing clay. A positive Identification was made on this 
casa within 30 hours of when th11 lmll{le was made public. 

Fresh ingredients ... generous por­
tions ... relaxed atmosphere ... moder­
ate prices- if these items rank high on 
your dining checklist, then head to 
Nick's Pasta Place Italian Restaurant at 
4057 Bellaire Blvd. Nick's offers a large 
selection with generous portions of 
"Cuisine Neapolitan," - sauce-based 
dishes with a Mediterranean inllu 

As tempting as it may be to eat sev 
era! pieces of the warm, complimen­
tary garlic bread as you peruse the 
menu, save room- there is much more 
in_;;tore for this dining experience. 

Each day Nick's menu spices up 
lunch and dinners~ with innova­
tive versions of claasl$1talian dishes, as 
well as some culinary masterpieces of 
their own. The Linguine Pescatore fea­
tures clams, muscles, calamari and 
shrimp in a zesty tomato sauce. The 
Pasta ltaliana tosses spaghetti or lin­
guini with Italian sausage, red, green 
and yellow bell peppers, and fresh 
mushrooms that have been sauteed 
with garlic in olive oil. 

On thelighterside,Nick's offers 
lower-calorie menu items such as 
grilled salmon, grill.ed chicken, and 
steamed vegetables. 

Other favorites include spaghetti 
topped with finely chopped, roasted 
garlic, and olive oil infused with basil, 
and Veal ScaJoppini Marsala, where 
the tender veal cutlets are sauteed with 
fresh mushrooms in Marsala wine. 

A glass of the house Chianti is sure 
to compliment any of these dishes and 
more-even those traditionally com­
plimented by whites and roses. 

Nick's warm and relaxed bistro­
style atmosphere is open Sunday 
through Thursday from 11 a.m. to 
10 p.m. and Friday and Saturday from 
11 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. Children's and 
take-out menus are available.No reser 
vations are required. 

If it's fresh and generous portions 
of Italian food you're craving, bring 
your appetite to Nick's. 

Nick~ 
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"Worderful...lho best ltwn food in town." 
-C.Rlolo.lio-Clmcle 

"A narunl -.."""""'11tcr-,i10 
ddicious •. Gina's risatlO WIS !Upl'Jb" 

-1:nc I.Nb, II~ Pim 

Come by today & treat )'OUr palate! 
Lunch & Dinner Seven Day1 a Week 

4057 Bellaire Blvd. 
JUil Well or Wb t.yan 
7 J 3-661-0025 

DEV,4NAS 
CUISINE OF IHDIA 

NOWOPEN 
LUNCH BUFFET PIMNER 

11:~l:OO S:00-10:00 

MARTINI BAR UPSTAIRS ~-1 -
HAPPY HOUR5:00-8:00 

WITH COMPLIMENTARY APPfflZER 

3939 MONTROSE 
.. 713-526-7900 ...._,,,. ~ 

Come fry and 1ou'U see_ 
A.uthentidlJ u our tratkmarlc! 
2000 Beet ttallan Crtllc"a Choice 
2001 "Excellent"-2-fSuney 

2278 W. Hou:o,,u; @ ~ 
713-665-7506 • r.u 713-661-5373 

~ 
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om 

DIM SUM Over 50 Delicious Items 
• lunch BulJrt '5.99 • Dinner Special '5.95 

NEW Diet Dishes -
lowF21,Sodium,Cboltsttrol&VtprimDisbts 

· ""'~~i:l.=1; ~ Pmmc r---------------~ 1501 Dinner Menu (ua,,-,l r 
/0 and Dim Sum (Salwd,y,olyl 1 

1 Qf f ordered willi this coupon. I 
I O-Ot C01po11 ptr order. bplrts 7/llnOOl I 
1 FREE 1.un(h Buffet On Your Bmhday 1. 
.. ______________ _ 

2615 Fannlo a1 McGowen 
7131 t-,:,..,,103 • fa,. 713) 0~ 
S-.lw 10 ... 10,- • Fri 6tSat JOa.ll pa 

Chinese Restaurant 
6609 Main St. & Dryden 

In the heart of the Texas 
Medical Center area!! 

• Dine-In orTake-Out 
Delivery with $15 minium order 

•Teriyaki Chicken 
•Small Beef, Chicken or 
Shrimp Fried Rice 

•Wings & Rice 
Many Items under $5 per order 
All meals made fresh to order 

Medical Tower Bldg 
10 am to 9 m; closed Sunda s 

713-796-8188 • Fax: 713-796-2800 
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