esearchers at The University
of Texas M.D. Anderson Can-
r Center have found that
women with a common thyroid
gland disorder appear to have a
reduced chance of developing inva-
sive breast cancer, reveals a study
published in the online Feb. 14 edi-
tion of the journal Cancer. The print
version will be released March 15.

The study found that women
with primary hypothyroidism
(underactive thyroid) had a 61 per-
cent lower risk of developing inva-
sive breast cancer. Additionally, the
breast cancer patients in the study
who also had a history of hypothy-
roidism had a less-aggressive vari-
ety of the disease that was sensitive
to estrogen treatment.

“These intriguing and very excit-
ing findings suggest a biological role
of thyroid hormone in women with
breast cancer that could offer some
prognostic or therapeutic value, per-
haps suggesting novel preventive
strategies,” said Massimo Cristo-
fanilli, M.D., associate professor in
M.D. Anderson’s department of
breast medical oncology and the
study’s lead author. “The study also
draws attention to the role of thyroid
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hormone and its potential interac-
tion with estrogen to promote the
onset of breast cancer. We need to
consider that in the past we've

looked only at the role of estrogen

on breast tissue to promote the onset -
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ent findings, Cristofanilli said.  place on the Rice campus. ‘
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Efen before this research is con- The dﬂs fee 185176 for regular

cluded, Cristofanilli believes that, as

a first step, all women diagnosed
with breast cancer should have their
thyroid function tested so that

women with both hypo- and
hyperthyroidism can be closely
monitored. m

RUSSELL & SMITH AUTO GROUP
THE COMPANY THAT PICKS YOU UP.

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICE DEPARTMENT

IS NOW OFFERING FREE SHUTTLE SERVICE TO AND FROM THE TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER AREA

THE SHUTTLE WILL STOP AT THE
FRONT ENTRANCE OF ST. LUKES
METHODIST HOSPITAL & THE
FRONT ENTRANCE TO THE
BAYLOR COLLEGE OF MEDICINE
AT THE DESIGNATED TIMES.

THE TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER AREA
PICK-UP & DROP-OFF LOCATIONS

RICE UNIVERSITY

DROP YOUR VEHICLE OFF IN
THE MORNING, CATCH THE
COURTESY SHUTTLE TO THE
TEXAS MEDICAL CENTER
AREA & WE'LL MAKE IT EASY
TO GET BACK & PICK UP

YOUR VEHICLE.

2 CONVENIENT PICK UP
LOCATIONS IN THE TEXAS Yowr
MEDICAL CENTER  AREA, Resseld & Fmith

PICKING UP EVERY AFTERNOON Fervice Team

AT 1,2, 3&4PM.
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