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“Best in the Nation” Ranking
Goes to Seven TMC Hospitals

he numbers have been

crunched, the lists have been

compiled, and the verdict is
in. The list of “America’s Best Hos-
pitals,” featured in the July 28 issue
of U.S. News & World Report, spot-
lights seven Texas Medical Center
hospitals.

In alphabetical order, with rank-
ings in respective specialties, the
hospitals are:

¢ Memorial Hermann Hospital,
42nd in kidney disease (This year
marks the sixth time Memorial Her-
mann has placed in U.S. News rank-
ings since 1997.)

* The Menninger Clinic, fifth in
psychiatry (Menninger has been
listed as one of the top five psychiatric
hospitals in the country since the sur-
vey was initiated in 1990.)

* The Methodist Hospital,

ninth in urology; 11th in neurology
and neurosurgery; 13th in ophthal-
mology; 15th in heart and heart
surgery; 18th in gynecology; 21st in
psychiatry; 22nd in ear, nose and
throat; 33rd in orthopedics; 35th in
geriatrics; and 38th in kidney dis-
ease. (Methodist is ranked in 10 spe-
cialties — more than any other hospital
in the city. The hospital has ranked
consistently in a variety of clinical
areas since the rankings began, and
improved its previous rankings in five
specialties this year.)

* Texas Children’s Hospital,
fifth in pediatrics (This is the fourth
consecutive year Texas Children’s has
been ranked among the top 10 pediatric
hospitals in the U.S. News survey.
This year, Texas Children’s jumped up
three places from last year’s eighth
place ranking, and also is ranked as the
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Project Brays: Bringing Flood Damage
Reduction to the Texas Medical Center

Althoughthe project  Corps would set timelines, proce-
l;z‘m Medical Cecnter News _| significantly dures and requirements for projects.
reduced flood losses,  The Corps would take the lead and
he 31 miles of water flood risksremained  sponsors would pay their share as
I in Brays Bayou - which aproblem.To Pprojects progressed. In 1996, the
flows from just south address the flooding ~ Water Resources Development Act’s
of the Barker Reservoir, issue, the Brays section 211F allowed non-federal
through the Texas Medical Bayou Flood Dam- sponsors, in this case the Harris
Center, to the Houston Ship age Reduction Pro- County Flood Control District, to
Channel -is about to flow

down a “new” path. The
bayou is about to undergo a
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manager, said the Army Corps fiooding along the bayou’s 31 miles by widening the bayou's channel Whois a professional  against, weﬁgyxedweooulddothe
of Engineers first paved the  and renovating or replacing existing bridges. engineer, said. “Iypi-  job in half the time and at half the
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(See “Project Brays” page 10)
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secutive year TIRR has ranked No. 2
on the survey.)

* The University of Texas
M.D. Anderson Cancer Center,
first in cancer care; fourthin
gynecology; 10th in ear, nose and
throat; and 13th in urology. (For
the third time in four years, the can-
cer center has been ranked as the
nation’s top cancer hospital. M.D.
Anderson has ranked as one of the
top two hospitals in cancer care since
the magazine began its annual sur-
vey 14 years ago.)

For 14 consec-
utive years,
U.S. News has
published its
“Best Hospi-
tals” survey,
based on
methodology
devised by the
National
Opinion
Research
Center at the
University of
Chicago. The
list recog-
nizes the
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‘What the Top Hospitals Had to Say:

Memorial Hermann Hospital

“We are gratified to have our interna-
tionally renowned kidney disease pro-
gram recognized by this distinction. The

has consistently developed and
implemented therapy that has become
the standard of care. We are excited
about the even greater accomplishments
still to come from this highly talented
service.” - Steve Allen, M.D., medical direc-
tor, Memorial Hermann Hospital

The Menninger Clinic

(Last fall, Menninger moved from Topeka,
Kan. to Houston to partner with Baylor Col-
lege of Medicine and The Methodist Hospital
to create a comprehensive, world-class center
for psychiatric are, researchand

education.)

“I'm proud of our staff for earning this
recognition from psychiatrists nation-
wide. Their dedication and expertise
makes the clinica truly patient-centered
place for someone who comes here for
treatment. Through research with our
partners, we are working to understand
devastating disorders that affect so many
people and develop effective treatment.”
~Ian Aitken, president and CEO, The Men-
ninger Clinic

The Methodist Hospital
“These rankings demonstrate
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Methodist's nationwide leadership
in clinical research slutl;’:l me:;:
care, including quality nu
investment in top medical technol-

ogy and extensive medical experi-

enceand expertise.” ~ Ron Girotto,

president and CEO, The Methodist
Hospital

Texas Children’s Hospital

*The upward climb of Texas Chil-
dren’s in the rankings is a testimony
to our mission of providing the
finest possible pediatric patient
care, education and research. Cer-
tainly, Texas Children’s is experi-
encing tremendous momentum,
and our jump from No.8onlast
year's list to No. 5 on this year’s list
indicates that our overall commit-
ment to excellence in every area s
being ized nationally.” ~
Mark A. Wallace president and CEO,
Texas Children’s Hospital

Texas Heart Institute at St. Luke’s
Episcopal Hospital
“The consistency of this honor
reflects the unwavering dedication
and outstanding work of our physi-
cians, scientists, and nursing and
support staff. We value this recogni-
tion as we move forward to expand
our world-renowned leadership in
education, research and treatment
of heart disease.” — Denton A. Coo-
ley, M.D., founder, president and sur-
geon in chief, Texas Heart Institute

“It isan honor to be once again
recognized as not only the top heart
center in Houston, but also
throughout the Southwest. It illus-

- trates what an outstanding group of
physicians and staff we have and
the importance of our partnership
with the Texas Heart Institute.” —
Michael Jhin, president and CEO,

. “There have been changes in health

" care over the years, but our focus on
quality patient care, education, and

research has never changed. We
want to make a tangible difference
in the lives of our patients.” — Jofn
Kajander, president, TIRR Systems

The University of Texas M.D.
Anderson Cancer Center

“To be named the best in cancer
care recognizes the commitment
and skills that our faculty, employ-
ees and volunteers bring to our
E;gmis every day. New discoveries

ance ways to treat this devastat-
disease. We are proud to be

ranked No. 1 for our accomplish-
‘ments, and are grateful for the

~ progress we have been able to make
. for our patients.” - Johm Mendelsohn,
\MD., president, M.D. Anderson
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