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Photo: SNC&C
Siksika Chief Ouray Crowfoot shakes hands with Minister Ellis after 
signing ceremony on Apr. 24 in Calgary, Alta. The Letter of Intent 
formalizes a self-administered police service on the nation. From 
left to right: Councillor Ike Solway, Councillor Ruben Breaker, 
Councillor Lou Ann Solway, Minister Ellis, Chief Ouray Crowfoot, 
Councillor Carlin Black Rabbit.
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Barry Junior Yellowfly, of Siksika 
Nation, receives eleven years for 
the manslaughter death of Mardi 
Broad Scalplock, 33, after court 
proceedings on Apr. 26 at the 
Siksika courthouse in Siksika, Alta.
 
“I kept praying for justice for my 
granddaughter. I really support 
my family and they had so much 
courage to get up there and present 
their impact statements,” says 
Ruth Scalplock, the grandmother 
immediately after sentencing. 

Between 9:30 am and 4:30 pm, an 
emotional day including a peaceful 
rally of support, a summons 
to appear and several impact 
statements from relatives of Broad 
Scalplock happened inside and 
outside of the courthouse. 

The peaceful rally, said Mildred 
Scalplock, Broad Scalplock’s 
mother, is intended to raise 
awareness about domestic violence 
on the nation but also address the 
issues of the Gladue report being 
submitted in the case. The Gladue 
report is a form of document used 
before sentencing which considers 

the history of Aboriginal offenders. 
Some of the background might 
include how colonial trauma or 
inter-generational effects resulting 
from Residential school violence 
may have played a role in the 
offender’s livelihood. 

“In this case, there is a joint 
submission between council. 
Although we already have a good 
and strong sense of what’s going 
to happen here today, the judge 
ultimately has the final say,” said 
Crown prosecutor Ron Seminik. 
“But I can tell you that council 
have diligently reviewed all the 
law and we have a Gladue report 
before the court and pre-sentence 
report and I can tell you all those 
documents and the law have been 
considered arriving at the end 
conclusion that we’ve come to 
and basically inform us of the 
appropriate sentence.” 

The judge issued a warrant for 
Yellow Fly to be present in the 
courtroom early in the day rather 
than appear via video as expected. 
Approximately 25 family members 
and 10 of Yellow Fly’s relatives 
sat in the courtroom gallery 
hearing emotionally charged 
impact statements and sentiments 
of forgiveness said throughout the 
afternoon. 

Jill Old Woman, a relative of 

the offender, spoke on behalf 
of Yellowfly’s family in the 
courtroom where recordings were 
not allowed, saying words such as 
“I’m sorry” and “We loved Mardi, 
too” and seeking forgiveness from 
the deceased’s relatives for the 
fatal actions of their close relative. 

Coun. Marsha Wolf Collar, 
Siksika Nation, says advocacy is 
an important part of community 
healing. 

“We’re all closely related,” says 
Wolf Collar. “Jill’s words were 
powerful because it helps not 
only the family but helps me as a 
community member and elected 
official to hear those things. We 
need to move in that direction of 
healing. But at the same time, we 
can continue to support them and 
Mardi’s son and siblings and her 
mom. WE just need to continue 
to come together as a community 
and find ways and strategies how 
we can work together to better our 
community.”

A Cluny Old Residential School 
Site Building Demolition and 
Rehabilitation Kick-off meeting at 
the grounds surrounding the Holy 
Trinity Church in Siksika, Alta., 
began Apr. 26.

Site cleanup and topsoil layering 
and hydroseed of all areas are the 
remaining tasks in Phase II of the 
six month project. Areas such as 
the playground, parking lot and 
Parish Hall are being completed. 

As most of the demolition is done, 
rhubarb and crumbles of stone are 
left from the former sites. 

Danielle Nyarko, Water Resourc-
es Engineer, helps coordinate the 
project and is tasked with site 
cleanup and getting it back to a 
condition where people can use it 
safely. 

“It’s been really fun,” says Nyar-
ko. “As Project Coordinator, it has 
been interesting working with the 

nation, the contractors and even in 
the demolition field. I think, things 
come up unexpected so you must 
think quickly and see how you can 
work around certain problems that 
come up so lots of learning and a 
neat experience.” 

The topsoil is a big part of the 
finishing dates, which aims to level 
the ground and restore the site back 
to its natural state.

Surrounding the Holy Trinity 
Church, which remains at its 
current location, are plans for a 
new community hall to be used by 
community members.  

Cody Monroe, Site Liaison, partic-
ipated in ceremonies held by Siksi-

ka membership before the building 
was taken down. 

“This Parish Hall had been here 
for quite a few years. It meant a 
lot to a lot of people here. Not just 
on the east end of the nation but 
anybody that had any association 
with it. Back in the day, they use 
to have dances, meetings in here, 
some powwows, wakes, funerals, 
and all that so it was the heartbeat 
of the east end, as we did not have 
a community center down here, so 
Parish Hall acted as our communi-
ty center.” 

Expected completion of project is 
late May-Early June.

NEWS

Cluny old residential  
school demolition site

Indigenous Workshops

Court house sentencing aims to raise 
awareness about domestic violence on the nation

By Floyd Black Horse

By Floyd Black Horse

Photo: Floyd Black Horse
Cluny Demolition Project: Pre-Kick-off Meeting Phase 2 initiated following take-down of former 
Crowfoot residential school building, site of the former school grounds including Parrish Hall and 
school yard. The next phase of the project is topsoil  remediation and restoration.

Photo: Floyd Black Horse
Siksika courthouse in Siksika, Alta. on Apr. 26.
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“I kept praying for justice 
for my granddaughter.”
Ruth Scalplock, Broad 

Scalplock’s grandmother

Dual workshops based in Blackfoot tipi 
traditions and Metis culture and values 
were held at the Ernie Starr Arena in Cal-
gary, Alta on May 6 & 7.  

“It’s a wonderful opportunity,” says Krista 
White, AFCC Event Organizer. “Espe-
cially for our youth here in the city of 
Calgary, Indigenous and non-Indigenous.” 

The project titled, Tipi and Trapper Tent 
Project, is being used for public exhibition 
in the coming months. A Metis canvas 
introduced participants to Metis culture, 
sharing humor and Indigenous knowledge 
while learning how to sew and bead.

“We’re representing Metis that we’re here 
in the early, early days,” says Janis Labou-
cane, facilitating the Trapper Tent project. 

Laboucane says she is excited to share 
about Metis history from any body who’d 
like to ask. 

Email Krista White at KJWhite@AFC-
Calgary.org for more information on the 
workshops, in partnership with the City of 
Calgary.

By Siksika Media
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From April 18th to the 20th, Siksi-
ka Family Services Corporation 
(SFS) hosted Aakiiks Ikskoonatap-
siiya’ah - Women are Strong event, 
in recognition of all women. At the 
women’s conference, organizations 
such as Siksika Children’s Services 
(SCS) and Siksika Employment 

and Training (SETS) made sure 
that there were speakers and activi-
ties geared towards healing, resil-
ience, and entrepreneurship.

“The first day you will see that 
we had more or less healing, and 
doctors and things of that nature. 
The second day was more about 
resilience, and then we had entre-
preneurs speak, and to the end of 
today, we continued with journeys, 
peoples’ journeys, and employment 
and challenges that they faced,” 
said Ivonne Crane, Executive Di-
rector for the Social Development 
of Siksika Family Services Corpo-
ration. 
 
“We are all very busy managers, 
and executive director, and so 
forth, finance is very busy in our 
day-to-day jobs and so forth, we 
realized that the way this is all go-
ing to come together that we need 
to identify an individual that could 

take the concepts and make them a 
reality. 
 
Eulalia Running Rabbit is the 
Events Coordinator and has lots of 
experience in running big events, 
and with other departments being 
busy with other tasks, they realized 
that there needed to be an individ-
ual who could make everything 
possible and organize the event. 
 
SFS, Siksika Income Support 
(SFI), and SETS Manager Daniel 
Stimson were the main sponsors 
of the event. Stimson is a major 
sponsor, if there was any informa-
tion that was needed for the event, 
Stimson made sure that Running 
Rabbit had all the things she need-
ed.  
 
“He was the major number one 
sponsor,” stated Crane.

Pet Clinic

Women’s Conference

Supporting Siksika 
Nation’s policing transition
Alberta’s government is supporting 
Indigenous self-administered 
policing with a partnership with 
Siksika Nation, including $75,000 
that was provided to help the 
nation finalize its business case.

	 Pet animals were brought to 
the Gordon Yellow Fly Memorial 
Arbour on April 21 for a Dog and 
Cat Wellness clinic.

“There are so many pets here 
today,” says Alana Collicut, pro-
viding a tour of the clinic on day 1 
of the three-day event. Reception 
volunteers registered over 100 
loved pets for a weekend check-up.

PetSmart Charities and the Canadi-
an Animal Task force were on-site 
with volunteers helping out the 
service. This is the 11th year the 
Animal Wellness clinic has been 
brought to Siksika for community 
members to get their animal spayed 
or neutered, tattooed, and vaccinat-
ed and treated for parasites (worms 
and fleas).

Wait times varied as pets were 
being registered. They were being 
examined such as being weighed, 
undergoing surgery, and safely 
being taken care of in recovery.

One of the pet owners, Leandra 
Waterchief, registered her pet 
which was taken in for a single 
night of care. Her pet was recently 
taken to a vet for an injury, and she 
needed to put up a Go Fund Me 
page for the cost of services she 
was unable to cover.

After registering her pet which 
saved her hundreds of dollars in vet 
fees, Waterchief says, “I learned 
my dog is an Australian German 
Shepherd.”

A variety of crate sizes for large 
and small pets shared the floor. By 
the sound of the barking, most pets 
were excited or nervous about the 
experience. 

Most of the kittens brought into the 
clinic had a bowl of food for them 
in Cat rooms 1 and 2. 

“They [Siksika Community mem-
bers] love their kitties too,” says 
Collicut. 

As chaotic as the scene was at the 
Arbour, Collicut managed to walk 
us through a busy day. 

“It is fun. We love dealing with the 
community. We love talking to the 
community and hearing about their 
stories.” 

For more information on the 
animal clinic, call Siksika Animal 
Services at (403) 734-3815.

In a signing ceremony April 
24 in Calgary, Alberta’s 
government and Siksika 

Nation signed a letter of intent to 
formalize a partnership with the 
Government of Canada that will 
lead to a plan for Siksika Nation 
to transition to a self-administered 
police service. The letter of intent 
will be finalized by sending it to 
the federal government for signing.
 
“Support for self-policing is a 
strong step towards meaningful 
reconciliation. Alberta’s 
government will continue to 
partner with communities that 
want to develop their own policing 
model. We’re pleased to support 
Siksika Nation as they research 
the financial and logistical 

challenges that would accompany 
a complex transition process,” 
says Mike Ellis, Minister of Public 
Safety and Emergency Services. 
“This agreement will ensure the 
handover from the RCMP to the 
new police service takes place 
without any interruptions in vital 
services to local residents.” 

As part of their work, the province 
and Siksika Nation will work 
together to develop a clear 
operational timeline and negotiate 
a transition agreement with the 
federal government.

“One of Siksika leadership’s top 
priorities is to help improve the 

quality of life for our people,” says 
Chief Ouray Crowfoot of Siksika 
Nation. “Safety and security are 
basic human needs to improve life 
expectancy, quality and quantity 
of life. It is paramount for our 
people to feel safe in their own 
community. Siksika Nation’s re-
establishment of our own Siksika-
administered police service will go 
a long way towards improving our 
people’s quality of life.” 

The Siksika Nation and the 
governments of Alberta and 
Canada reached a deal in the 
summer of 2022 allowing the 
nation to take over policing 
responsibilities from the RCMP. 

By Dylan Topal, Alberta Public Safety and 
Emergency Services (Originally published 
on Government of Alberta webpage)

By Floyd Black Horse

Alberta’s government and Siksika Nation sign a letter of intent to formalize a 
partnership with the Government of Canada that will lead to a plan for Siksika 
Nation to transition to a self-administered police service. From left to right: 
Councillor Ike Solway, Councillor Ruben Breaker, Councillor Lou Ann Solway, 
Minister Ellis, Chief Ouray Crowfoot, Councillor Carlin Black Rabbit.

Photo: Tyrone Sitting Eagle
Alvina Eagle Speaker giving words of 
encouragement at women’s conference.

Quick Facts
•	 This agreement creates Canada’s first self-administered First 

Nation police service in 14 years. 
•	 In 2018, Alberta’s government provided the Siksika Nation 

with a $30,000 Community Policing Grant to fund a feasibility 
study that led to the 2022 signing of a memorandum of un-
derstanding focused on developing a funding framework for a 
new police service in Siksika.

Siksika Media
FloydBH@siksikanation.com

Siksika Media
TyroneSE@siksikanation.com

By Tyrone Sitting Eagle
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Siksika People, Places and Faces

Photo: Floyd Black Horse
Canadian Animal Task Force vol-
unteers at the arbour on Apr. 21.

Photo: Floyd Black Horse
Danielle Nyarko, Engineer, at Clu-
ny Crowfoot demolition site 
on Apr. 26.

Photo: Floyd Black Horse
Gordo Horn takes a picture with 
Interdenominational event participants 
on May 3 in Red Crane Theatre at 
Blackfoot Crosssing.

Photo: Floyd Black Horse
Courthouse rally supporter wearing Stop 
Domestic Violence T-shirt  at Siksika 
Courthouse on Apr. 26.

Photo: Floyd Black Horse
Thurman Little Light looking 
snazzy at Gordo Horn Interdenom-
inational performance.

Photo: Floyd Black Horse
Alby Bouvier (left), Cross-Canada 
walker, visits Siksika Media stu-
dios on May 4.

Photo: Floyd Black Horse
36th Blackfoot Invitational check-
in on May 5 at sportsplex.

Photo: Floyd Black Horse
36th Blackfoot Invitational Red 
Dress day special tribute on May 5.

Visit www.siksikanation.com for the latest council news, updates and Internet broadcasts of CFXX 104.7 fm “The Nation Station”
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	 I would like to take this 
opportunity to introduce myself - my 
name is Jamie Springchief and I am 
the new Economic Development 
Coordinator. This position is out of 
the Economic Development Office 
which is within the Government and 
Industry Relations area of our Tribal 
Administration.
 
My background is a mixture 
of project management, case 
management, industry networking, 
and advocacy. Community economic 
development is the result of many 
components such as networking, 
small business growth, strategic 
planning, social development, and 
community engagement. My scope of 
responsibilities in this role pertains to 
all things ‘Economic Development’ 
for our Nation. 

I look forward to working with the 
Nation as we continue to strive for a 
healthy and wealthy economy! 

I am a phone call or email away for 
any questions or feedback so please 
feel free to reach out at any time. Also, 
stay tuned for updates and important 
dates as they arise. 

Photo: Floyd Black Horse
36th Blackfoot Invitational Red 
Dress day special tribute on May 5.

Photo: Floyd Black Horse
AFCC Tipi/Trapper Project fa-
cilitators on May 6 at Ernie Starr 
Arena in Calgary.

Photo: Floyd Black Horse
Construction worker at Old Sun 
College doing road repairs on May 
8.

Photo: Chantell Wright
Chantell Wright at Big Sky 
Indigifest and Fashion Gala 2023 
in Billings, Montana on May 11-
12.

Community Greetings

Prairie Chicken Dance World Championship 
Thursday June 29. 2023  11am-6pm 

Siksika Alberta 

Piiksapi Memorial Arbour 

 

MC: Eldon Weasel Child 

Arena Director: Alex Scaplock  

Invited Drums 
(Invited Drums Only) 

Blackfoot Confederacy 

Sorrel Rider 

Black Otter 
  

 

 

 

Jr. Boys 7-12 

1st - $800 

2nd - $600 

3rd - $400 

4th - $200 

5th - $100 

6th - $100 

Teens 13-17 

1st - $1200 

2nd - $1000 

3rd - $800 

4th - $600 

5th - $400  

6th - $200 

 

Golden Age 55+ 

1st - $2400 

2nd - $2000 

3rd - $1600 

4th - $1200 

5th - $800 

6th - $400 

Jr. Adults 18 – 35 

1st - $2400 

2nd - $2000 

3rd - $1600 

4th - $1200 

5th - $800 

6th - $400 

 Sr. Adult 36 – 55 

1st - $2400 

2nd - $2000 

3rd - $1600 

4th - $1200 

5th - $800 

6th - $400 

 

Total Dance Payout - $29,600 

Would you like your photo in an upcoming issue of the newspaper?

Submit your un-filtered, un-altered photo to media@siksikanation.com 
with a short description like who is in the picture and what are they 

doing. You’re fantastic day might be in our next photo gallery!
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Department updates 

Blackfoot Crossing Historical Park 
(BCHP) has had numerous traffic and 
activities over the past few months. 
You may have noticed some con-
struction on our trail paths, in the 
front of the building and in our Tipi 
village. We are pleased and excited 
to announce some major park devel-
opments that will be opening in this 
summer. We at BCHP have wanted to 
enhance and update our infrastructure 
in the park for a considerable amount 
of time so that visitors can come enjoy 
the view as they stroll through the 
park.  

An Elders Gathering area is being 
landscaped so that visitors will come 
upon a newly vibrant green grass that 
will be managed by a new sprinkler 
system to ensure preservation of the 
grass. Included will be a digital board 

that elders and guests will be able 
to view as they take in the prairie 
weather. This digital board will be 
featured with QR code technology that 
will provide our guests with additional 
information about Blackfoot Cross-
ing and the Museum as a whole. For 
ease and accessibility, we have built 
new pathways and sidewalks, as well 
as a tour bus drop off zone. We have 
improved our wider pathway system 
that extends throughout the park, 
additionally these paths will direct 
you towards Poundmaker’s former 
gravesite and the Blackfoot Treaty 
Commemoration Monument. We are 
excited to share our pathways with all 
who visit our park; however, we do 
ask that guests don’t ride any off-road/
all-terrain vehicles and ATVs on the 
pathways so we can maintain a fun 
and safe experience for everybody. 

We are so excited to announce we will 
be bringing back our monthly History 
Webinars with Grant Many Heads, as 
well as new Exhibit Webinars from 

Shilo Clark. Grant will also resume his 
post as Interpretive Tour Guide. We 
are so pleased to have Grant spread 
his knowledge and educate each guest 
that comes through our doors. Keep 
an eye out for Exhibit Webinars every 
3rd Wednesday of the month and 
for History Webinar on the 2ndlast 
Wednesday of each month Addition-
ally, we will also be hosting Blackfoot 
Language Webinars with Joanne Red 
Old Man that will be hosted every 4th 
Wednesday.

We are happy to announce Shilo Clark 
as our new Museum Exhibits Com-
munications Coordinator. Shilo will 
be working with Shayde Yellow Old 
Woman, or current Communications 
Team. They will keep the community 
up to date with any events and activi-
ties that are happening at the park, as 
well as maintain a strong relationship 
between Blackfoot Crossing and our 
partner organizations. Join us in wish-
ing them success in those endeavours.

At the Museum Blackfoot Way

Janitorial Workshops: 
Enhancing Safety and Skills 
with Challenge Industries Ltd. 

By Shilo Clark, Museum 
Communications

By Ryan Hall, Housing Manager

Challenge Industries Ltd. Is pro-
viding interactive one-day workshops 
for janitors to learn the latest cleaning 
methods, tools and equipment. In addi-
tion to cleaning techniques, the work-
shops also cover safety procedures, 
communication skills, customer service 
and WHMIS certification.
 
The monthly workshops are designed 
to help janitors clean more efficiently 
and work in a safer environment. Par-
ticipants can also connect with others 
in the industry and learn from industry 
leaders who are invited to speak. 
Challenge Industries Ltd. Collaborates 
with organizations and individuals 
to customize the workshops to their 
specific needs. Whether you are a 
commercial cleaning company or an 
individual janitor, these workshops are 
a great way to enhance your skills and 
knowledge. 

To learn more or sign up for a work-
shop, email info@challengeindustries.
ca or call 1-866-734-5117 and ask for 
Duane, who will be happy to provide 
more information and answer any ques-
tions you may have. 

Don’t miss this opportunity to enhance 
your cleaning skills and safety knowl-
edge by attending one of Challenge 
Industries’ workshops today!

  On April 17 and 21, Siksika 
Housing and the University of Cal-
gary School of Architecture pre-
sented in Calgary and at Blackfoot 
Crossing on the results of a unique 
collaboration to design housing in 
a Blackfoot way.

Over 4 months beginning in Janu-
ary, students in the final year of the 
Master’s of Architecture program 
worked with Housing staff, Elder’s 
and Nation Members to put togeth-
er new housing designs based in 
Blackfoot culture and ideas.

The results were several beautiful 
presentations and models that will 
be donated to Housing for display 
in their reception area.  We look 
forward to continuing this work 
with the U of C in the future!
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1910 Global Settlement Distribution 
 

Distribution Dates:  
June 26th & 27th, 2023 

 
Locations 

 
June 26, 2023, Siksika Arbor (Piiksapi) 9:00AM – 5:00PM 

 
June 27, 2023, Calgary Sunpark Plaza 

Address: 60 Sunpark Plaza 
9:00AM – 5:00PM 

 
Final day to sign up for Direct Deposit June 2, 2023. 

 
Siksika Membership Office Hours 8:00AM - 4:30PM 

 
IDENTICATION WILL BE REQUIRED UPON REQUEST 

 
NO DIRECT DEPOSITS for US or International Residence  

 
Sorry for the Inconvenience 

 
Additional Information:  

 
Direct Deposit Intake Line:403-734-5363 

 
Unclaimed Distribution 403-734-5130 

Your Member of Parliament, Martin Shields and his staff are 
here to assist you with questions that you have regarding any 
programs or services from the Government of Canada. The local 
office is here to guide anyone who may have questions relating to:

Celebratory Greetings for milestone birthdays and anniversaries 
are available from Mr. Martin Shields.

We always look forward to hearing from you. If 
you are experiencing delays or have concerns 
with an existing application from the programs 
listed above, please get in touch with the 
office either by phone, through email, or a 
letter to the office postage-free.

• Toll free: 1-844-241-0020
• Website: 
    www.martinshieldsbowriver.ca
• Email: martin.shields@parl.gc.ca

• Citizenship and Immigration
• Service Canada
• Canada Pension Plan
• Disability Pension Plan
• Veterans Affairs
• Old Age Security

• Indigenous Programs
• Employment Insurance
• Passports
• Canada Revenue Agency
• Social Insurance Number (SIN)
• Firearms Licenses (PAL & RPAL)

HOW CAN YOUR MEMBER
OF PARLIAMENT HELP?




