
U.S. Government Sues Ticketmaster Owner For
Breaking Antitrust Laws
The U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) has filed a landmark lawsuit against Live Nation
Entertainment, the parent company of Ticketmaster. The lawsuit, filed on Thursday, accuses
the entertainment giant of using anti-competitive practices tomaintain its monopoly in the
live entertainment industry.

The AllegedMonopolistic Practices
The lawsuit is supported by 29 states and the District of Columbia. It claims that Live Nation
has beenmonopolizing the live entertainment sector through exclusive ticketing contracts
with venues, pressuring artists into using their services, and intimidating competitors.

According to the DOJ, these practices have led to higher ticket prices for consumers and
suppressed innovation and competition in the industry.

Legal Action To Break Up the Giant
The DOJ is asking the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York to break up Live
Nation, beginning with the divestiture of Ticketmaster.

Attorney General Merrick B. Garland emphasized the need for action, stating, “It is time for
fans and artists to stop paying the price for Live Nation’s monopoly. It is time to break up Live
Nation-Ticketmaster. The American people are ready for it.”

Broader Implications for Antitrust in the Digital Age
This lawsuit is part of a broader effort by American regulators to tackle the growing
dominance of large corporations in the digital age. The DOJ has previously sued tech giants
like Apple and Google.

The Federal Trade Commission (FTC) has also taken action in the past, bringing antitrust
cases against Amazon andMeta. These actions are seen as attempts to apply century-old
antitrust laws to contemporarymarket conditions.

https://www.justice.gov/opa/speech/attorney-general-merrick-b-garland-delivers-remarks-lawsuit-against-live-nation
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-sues-apple-monopolizing-smartphone-markets
https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-sues-apple-monopolizing-smartphone-markets
https://www.ftc.gov/legal-library/browse/cases-proceedings/1910129-1910130-amazoncom-inc-amazon-ecommerce
https://www.ftc.gov/legal-library/browse/cases-proceedings/1910129-1910130-amazoncom-inc-amazon-ecommerce


Live Nation’s Enduring Dominance
Live Nation’s influence in the live entertainment industry is gigantic, encompassing concert
promotions, ticketing, artist management, and the operation of numerous venues and
festivals worldwide.

According to the DOJ, Live Nation controls around 60%of concert promotions and
approximately 80% of primary ticketing at major concert venues in the United States. The
company’s extensive reach has led to accusations of it engaging in practices that harm
competitors and inflate ticket prices and fees.

Live Nation Prepares for Defense
In response to the lawsuit, Live Nation denied any wrongdoing and refuted claims of being a
monopoly. The company argued that breaking it up would not necessarily lower ticket prices
or fees.

DanWall, Live Nation’s executive vice president of corporate and regulatory affairs, stated
that the suit followed "intense political pressure" and ignored factors like rising production
costs, artist popularity, and ticket scalping, contributing to higher prices.

Public Outcry and Political Pressure
Live Nation's scrutiny intensified after a disastrous Taylor Swift tour presale on Ticketmaster,
which left millions of fans unable to purchase tickets.

This event spurred a congressional hearing, during which senators from both parties
accused Live Nation of monopolistic behavior. The DOJ’s complaint also highlighted the
numerous add-on fees, referring to them as a “Ticketmaster Tax” that increases fans' costs.

Is There a Shift Coming to the Industry?
The DOJ’s lawsuit against Live Nation could significantly affect the live entertainment
industry. It speaks to the government’s commitment to curbingmonopolistic practices and
promoting fair competition.

https://www.npr.org/2024/05/23/nx-s1-4977330/live-nation-ticketmaster-sued
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-11-18/bad-blood-swifties-start-wave-of-ticketmaster-monopoly-scrutiny


If successful, the lawsuit would seek to create amore equitable and competitivemarketplace
for event-goers and concert enthusiasts, potentially leading to better experiences andmore
reasonable prices.


