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to each his owen (ABOVE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT)
Lucky local fans who met the star include Feathered Antler
artist Gretchen Loulse Tisch at the Saratoga Farmers' Market;
Sean Shaughnessy at Saratoga National Historical Park;

and Stephanie Marotta and Lisa Mitzen, also at the Farmers'
Market; Wilson shooting a scene outside of Spot Coffee;
(OPPOSITE) Wilson in a still from his latest film, Paint, in which
he plays Carl Nargle, a TV painter based on PBS icon Bob
Ross. “Bob Ross is a good person to be obsessed with,” Wilson
says of the current resurgence of interest in the late iconic TV
star. “He does have a sort of cachet among hipsters and young
people. Even here on Maui, | saw a lady wearing a Bob Ross
T-shirt. 5o he really does have a following.”

32/ saratoga living / spriNG 2023

ate-april 2021, and the setling in Saratoga
was all about perspective. If you were part of
a certain film crew working with Hollwwiood
heavywelght Owen Wilsen, the Spa City was
re-imagined as 1970s Vermont, the setting for a
new maovie, Point, which was filmed exclusively
in and around the 5pa Cityv. If you were 8
star-crazy Saratogian, locating said film crew
and flooding the local Facebook
group with photos of It was your
new sport of choice, For all, it was
mastly posi-pandemic bliss. There
was an indescribable slectricity
in the air after being cooped up for a year but
at lang last being able to work again {if you
ware part of the film crew), and not be scared
of being in a crowd—If you were one of the
die-hards with your face pressed up against a
window trying to catch a glimpse of Wilson,
And then there's Wilson himself. Like the
movile characters that have made him an
international star, he took It all in stride, man
“I had a great time,” he says, calling in from
Maui, where he was vacationing with his two
sons for thelr winter break from school, °| really
did. It's such a beautiful town, and | couldn't
help but meet people. Everyone was wvery
friendly and welcoming to us. | had never really
spent time in upstate New York, and | loved it"
(The film's executive producer, Richard .
Bosner, was more effusive: "It was really wild!" he
says of the local crowds, especially the end-shoot
wiork, including barbershop scenes shot at Lucy's
on Caroline Street before it was Lucy's. “We
definitely felt it. The entire town was watching!”)
That barbershop is pretty crucial to the indie
comedy—Wilson's character, Carl MNargle, is
based on the iconic TV painter Bob Ross, enormous perm
and all. Across the street from Lucy's, the dive bar Desperate
Annie's serves as the town water cooler in the film, familiar
houses on Circular Street can be seen as he drives his retro
van through town, and Olde Bryan Inn serves as the romantic
setting for a date with an aggressive fan. Nargle's art studio is
a barn in Greenfield Center, and his waork shots take place—
of course—at WMHT's television studios. Other local spots
that appear in the movie include the Hidden Lake Girl Scout
Camp, the intersection of Railroad Place and Division Street,
the Lincoln Baths, and various residences around Saratoga.
“Carl's look was obwiously inspired by Bob Ross, and his
painting, of course,” says Wilson, {Director] Brit McAdams used
that as a jumping off point to imagine this character who works
at a PBS station in a small town. I'm the big fish in a small pond,
and everyone caters to me. But then a new painter comes along
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“THIS WAS

GENUINELY

MY SENSE
and steals my thunder. | really enjoyed the story OF HUMOR- Wes Anderson, earning him an Oscar nomination
and the world that Brit created. This was genuinely AND THERE for Best Original Screenplay.
my sense of humar—and there aren't many scripts ARENT MANY “ just kind of fell into it he says. *| was an
that are my sense of humor!” SCRIPTS English major in college and became friends

We'll be able to see this world for ourselves when THAT ARE MY with Wes and then he and | were rcommates. He

Paint—and Saratoga—hits the big screen April 7 f-IEUrESEIE was very focused on wanting to be a director,

ilson, who rose to stardom alongside

brother Luke, hails from Dallas and was

seemingly born to be an actor The son of a

renowned photographer, he credits his parents
for opening the door for him to choose a creative field,
a destiny that has brought him fame via movies such as
Rushmore, Zoolander, Night of the Museum and Wedding
Crashers. Early in his career, he co-wrote the screenplay
far The Royal Tenenboums with director (and close friend)

so we started writing together. And then he wanted
me to act. Both of my parents were creative. My
dad was the head of the PBS station in Dallas and did
some books and things. My mom was a photegrapher who
photographed Donald Judd before he passed away. | always
loved looking at the pictures she did of [west Texas artist
enclave] Marfa and the installations there. | enjoy being around
creative people because that's how it was growing up—always
around interesting and funny people. It's been a fun life
| consider myself fortunate.”
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owen the distance (LEFT) Wilson was just in London for
six months working on the second season of the Disney+
serles Loki, starring Tom Hiddleston as the title character. His
next project doesn't begin until summer, leaving time to hang
out with his two sons; (OPPOSITE) no stranger to the red
carpet, Wilson has been a bona fide movie star since the

late 1990s, when he burst onto the scene with brother

Luke in Wes Anderson's Boitle Rocket.
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