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The Mandarin Oriental Paris raises the romantic bar on the 
boutique-lined Rue Saint-Honore in a renovated 1930s listed building

esigners suffered no lack of inspiration

in the lead up to the Mandarin Oriental’s

Parisian debut in August, with a fashion-

focused French elegance inspired by its

location driving much of the design. 

As a careful, horizontal manipulation of

glass, light stone and metalwork by Jean-Michel

Wilmotte of Wilmotte & Associes, the hotel’s

eight storeys are governed by Paris’ strict

building codes and belie its modern romantic

interior. However, its U-shape and courtyard

arrangement maximise on light, and gives a

verdant, inward-looking sense of seclusion that

complements the city skyline views and caters

well to the French love of privacy. 

Willmotte fashioned the chic 455 sq-m patio

into shady private alcoves using a long black

marble fountain, wide canopied trees and

modern angular plant pots filled with classic

foliage and elegant French blooms, while a

vegetation wall covering one side of the atrium

is sown with periwinkle flowers, set to blanket

the surface in white come summer. 

Interior designer Sybille de Margerie of SM

Design has created a homage to the ‘eternal

feminin’  in  rooms and publ ic  areas by

combining clean lines and a sensual palette

with moments of pure romantic whimsy. A

l ight-f i l led lobby is  warmed with purple

Amarante wood and rich plum and magenta

fabrics among neutrals. Surfaces glimmer with

gold leaf and crystal shards, and a curvaceous

bronze reception desk glows under a gold leaf

ceiling, discreetly illuminated. 

Drawing on the creativity of the 1930s

fashion industry, de Margerie commissioned

fashion-inspired sketches of Parisian women by

upcoming Iranian photographer Ali Mahdavi for

the hallways, while softly draped fabrics

trimmed in jewels and lace evoke the simple

elegance of 1930s fashions. 

The homage continues in each of the 

99 regular guest rooms with photographs by

Mahdavi and Man Ray — the latter’s iconic The Kiss
reproduced in overblown velvet panelling. Haute

couture touches are found in heavy drapery,

basins in ridged leather and the use of sassy

hammered bronze button details. The scheme

marries clean lines with opulent materials to

create a modern, romantic look with a slight Asian

twist. Bright taffeta cushions in magenta, orange

and plum lend a sense of exoticism, along with

dark lacquer cabinetry and pagoda-style lamps. 

This extends to the flexible use of space:

sl iding doors place the vanity area and

bathroom on either side of the main entrance,

allowing it to be either opened out or sectioned

off, and a retractable shelf under the television

provides a docking station for iPods or

entertainment systems. 

text : jo baker
photography : courtesy of mandarin oriental hotel group
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High romance of the Asian persuasion

intensifies in the 39 suites and duplexes, where

headboards are embroidered with silk, pearls,

crystals and sequins; surfaces are dressed in

lacquer, ebony and marble, and butterfly motifs

appear in clouds. In the 350 sq-m Presidential

Suite, a triptych in folded metal by sculptor

Gerard Roveri resembles a traditional Chinese

screen. This suite can be combined with all those

on the top floor to create a 1,000 sq-m U-shaped

space, which currently ranks it as Paris’ largest.

A strong sense of texture creates a

cocooning sensation in the 900 sq-ft spa that, in

places, becomes quite surreal: guests enter

through a dream-like pearlescent white dome,

while a mural of sculpted origami-like plastic

flowers, and silver leaf butterflies inset into the

mosaic floor dress the reception area. The spa

features seven spa suites and a low-lit pool and

wet area, with de Margerie’s surfaces sharp and

polished, but rich in shades of amaranth, taupe

and silver.

Agence Jouin-Manku were brought in for the

hotel’s dining elements, and have presented two

light, crisp restaurants, with discreet innovations

and close attention to form. Camelia is a breezy,

earth-toned café with sensuously curved, back-lit

wall  panels cut to resemble the flowers

distributed throughout the hotel. In Sur Mesure

par Thierry Marx, a white fabric draped from the

walls and ceiling by artists Heidi Winge Strom

aims to give the sensation of timeless elegance,

with an ethereal quality cast by a floating crystal

light installation. 

Classically cut, fashionably forward but

infused with a strong sense of romance, the

newcomer is as much a tribute to the city of

Paris herself. 
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