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?;:r;ivj;fﬂ:j;t:;:::z: executed in the big areas of f_’ulnnd, so a lot it, unce‘lheyf sFup really looking into what's sive term. It was a term coined by the Soviet
S e A ; | of people cvuf:n ﬁ_-nm my family were taken, huppcnu:ng: It just fades away, it doesn’t get Union to establish Ukraine as a territory |
O T A e i s '?];c - bmug,hl to Siberia and shot and murdered.” the publicity and people keep suffering,” said  rather than an independent country,” she said.
e T s S uredls he said. % * Ifunnmarchuk. She continued, “I find it a But now, the world is watching. “It
Befis ok Peb e T ] up When Russia invaded Ukmm? a few little bit offensive when I see people posting  doesn’t feel so distant anymore. It's right
G e ¢ wasmen-  months ago, Ponomarchuk and Cieslak were one post about ‘Save Ukraine’ with zero on our doorstep,” Ponomarchuk said. And
e | ‘ b‘oth wor- resources, zero hms how you can help’, according to her, “this is a fight that has been
S e _ ' ve. SL ried t‘n.r their zero ‘here's what's 3‘"“? on’ and it's right too long ignored.” Turning a blind eye to a
chad i ) »0a, » | countries. For back tf’ what Instagram is all about. Parading country’s strife is something Cies!ak’s family
g s 4 , Ponomarchuk,  your life.” knows well particularly in the German inva-
e, ’ : o : - ; most of her Some have been kind and compassionate.  sion in 1939. “We feel a lot of camaraderie
Russ!a iInvaded family now “I"ve received prayers and thoughts. .. some- [with Ukraine.] We want to help Ukraine also
Ukraine ﬂf‘d has lives outside thing that the world could use some more because this thing that happened to Poland
been fighting Ukraine. For of,” Ponomarchuk said. Others have been in the past is also happening to Ukraine.” he
to take over Cieslak, most - less so with jokes and other comments. She said.
U}E country of his family has heard students say Putin is in the right, To aid their neighbors, Poland has taken
since then. It still resides while Cieslak has been told by others that his  in more than two million refugees. They
is al fﬂgiﬂd!}' for in Poland. country would be the next to be invaded. are not sent to refugee camps, almost all
“dﬂnﬂz'fim“““" Though Poland But inappropriate comments and igno- are housed by Polish citizens. “We feel
of Ukraine’s hasn't been rance have not stopped Ponomarchuk from proud that a lot of [Polish people] are taking
government,

invaded, there feeling proud of her heritage. “I’'m very fear- [Ukrainian refugees] in. Thousands of people
is still concern ful for the people of Ukraine. The more [ see,  at the border are waiting with signs to pick
and preparation  the more horrified | become and yet | have - up Ukrainian refugees to keep them in their
for anything never been prouder to have any sort of link homes,"” Cieslak said.

that might to this incredible country full of incredible ~ In times of strife, people bmd together,

come their people who will fight to the death and never leaders are made or broken, and history is
way. “My succumb to the tyranny they have become written for better or worse. Ukraine's pres-

but this claim

has been refuted =

by experts. In

this fighting,
numerous build-
ings have been
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than 4 million TR S e TeAdv €T r"*v‘ - what that might mean (o Ukrainians abroad '. - who has found fame. “I ,,. j.":--""F"*'-""'"-‘*?'*r; as o i —-'.f-‘f |
imi Ponomarchuk's Grandmother in traditional servation is kev. “We = “”‘i A S

Ukrainians have L mthu [Po‘mh] cullul'al pmervaumm.,._._ "Wedonlotto dmmﬂmﬁngl allyir m!.Whr.nm |
become refu- Ukrainian dress. army. One of pmem tradition through rehg:un, traditional  the last time a world luﬂu ftmght nn tha %
Becs, and Bheoa aneconumic hubitihe my brothers is a jail guard, so he's going to dress, and traditional recipes,” she said. This  frontlines? Itspﬂh to ﬂ:eUhnmimspﬁ'it. )
south, has been taken over. Foreign interven-  be first to be deployed if anything happens,” fcel% especially critical now. “Our source of ~ Ponomarchuk md. : S
tion in Ukraine is not new however. Cieslak said. “The women and _ - | b | Sk )

The paternal grandparents of Ava Pono- children would be moved to Seattle,
marchuk, sophomore and Ukrainian student and then [the male family members]
at Shorewood, immigrated from Ukraine in would have to fight,” he continued.

the 1940s after facing significant hardship The difference between Po-

due to the Soviet Union and Nazi Germany. land and Ukraine in this instance

“For them, it was leave or die. Because they likely lies in the fact that Poland is a
wouldn’t contribute to [the Soviet] cause, member of the North Atlantic Treaty

they [took] away my great grandfather on my  Organization [NATO] in which all :
grandmother’s side. They shot him for not members agree that an attack on one o

cooperating, and they were going to kill all of  country is an attack on all countries.
[the family], but they fled before that could For that reason, Cieslak’s family is

happen,” she said. less concerned. “They feel secure a
The atrocities seen there will never be little bit because of NATO, but we

forgotten. “Simply to get to this country they  do have some family in Ukraine and
saw babies being decapitated. That kind of that area, so we're keeping in con-
horror doesn’t go away,” Ponomarchuk said.  stant contact with them,” he said.
Due to all of their experiences, her family Even with NATO, there is worry.
was especially worried to see more warfare, “In Washington, my mom, my dad,
“My grandfather said he was hoping against  and my sister, we’re really worried
hope there wasn’t going to be another war about if a missile is going to come

because he lived through World War I1, the and attack Warsaw at some point

Vietnam War, the Korean War. He saw de- because Russia is unhinged,” said Cieslak. nationalism has never been more lmpomut,

struction firsthand,” she said. With all of the grief and destruction sur- said Ponomarchuk. =~
Other students whose family hail from rounding this issue, lots of students and oth- Previously, she said that she would have
Eastern Europe note similar struggles ers were posting information and statements  to explain to others what Ukraine even

including Andrew Cieslak, sophomore and about the situation. “The initial activism is was. “For years | stnlggled with people not
Polish student at Sherewood. “Stalin ordered  strong and everyone is very concerned, but knowing what Ukraine was, or saying ‘the Y
all the academics and religious people tobe  when they stop hearing media circulate about ~ Ukraine’ which for the record, is an offen-



