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How true crime documentaries have glorified killers
Instead of honormg the victims

Ursula Stickelmaier
Co-Editor-in-Chief

Content Warning: Mention of murder, sex-
ual assault, and other gruesome details.

rom Zodiac to Ted Bundy, serial

killers have been getting documen

taries dedicated to them and the
crimes they've committed for years, and we
as a society love that. We’re intrigued by the
minds of these killers and can often become
obsessed with their awful acts.

One of the latest additions to the ever-long
list of notorious killers that take up space in
our minds is Jeffrey Dahmer, the man who
murdered and dismembered men and boys
from 1978 to 1991.

Released this year, the Netflix original
series “Monster: The Jeffrey Dahmer Story"
has gained a lot of attention. Though this is
not the first documentary dedicated to the
killer-there have been at least seven oth-
ers-this newest one along with the 2017 film
“My Friend Dahmer” have become popular
for more than just the audience’s interest in

the killer. People think he’s hot.
Now, 11's not a new concept ﬁ:ur kill:rs
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ed, and murdered most ofhmﬁctnns from
1984 1o 1985, During his trial he had a lmgc
following of primarily women, most claiming
that they found him attractive. With these two
documentaries about Dahmer, many people
who have watched them seem to now be
following down a very similar path.

This isn't because people found the real
Dahmer hot, but instead due to the fact that
viewers have found the people who portrayed
Dahmer, Evan Peters in “Monster” and Ross
Lynch in “My Friend Dahmer,” to be very
attractive. This was also seen in the Ted
Bundy film on Netflix “Extremely Wicked,
Shockingly Evil and Vile” when Zac Efron
played Bundy.

While finding an actor or celebrity attrac-
tive isn’t the problem, it’s when this attraction
turns into obsessing over the Killer they are
portraying that the action becomes problem-
atic. When intrigue turns into obsession, the
killers gain an' entirely new opportunity to
harm the families of the victims, long after
they are gone.

It’s also important to remember when
watching any true crime documentary that
it isn’t just something you're viewing safely
from behind a TV screen. They’re about
real events that happened to real people, and
changed a countless number of lives forever.
This is a fact that has become more apparent

not just with the release of the new Dahmer

documentaries but also as the demand for

True Crime content continues Lo grow.

Ultimately, the biggest problem that lies
with series like “Monster” is that they often
don’t keep the families of the victims in
mind. Upon release of the 2022 Dahmer doc-

umentary many complaints were brought up
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: ut lives, 17 families that will forever

When it comes to the families of the
victims, whose lives have been cut short by
killers like Dahmer, Bundy, or Ramirez, it's
important to remember that they are as mur:h
a part of the story as anyone else who was
affected. They're the ones who have ln live
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I’m not saying that everyone should stop
watching true crime documentaries altogether
or that every true crime series is bad. I tend to



