'‘Plex’
pride

Campus band
tries to shed
‘college’ re
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he Flaming Lips versus Fall Out Boy: two

different bands with different sounds and dif-

ferent reputations in the music world. So

whose career would the members of
Northwestern’s homn-and-bred pop rock band the
Foster-Walker Complex rather follow?

“It would be cooler to be the Flaming Lips than
Fall Out Boy,” says Complexs drummer and Weinberg
senior Dave Moyer, citing the Lips”20-year run in
comparison to Fall Out Boy’s current “it” status.

Weinberg senior Danny Leavitt, the band’s gui-
tarist and former high school classmate of Fall Out
Boy’ Patrick Stump, nods his head in agreement
with Moyer and says, “It’ just dangerous to rise real-
ly fast because you inevitably fall.”

Reluctant or not, Moyer and Leavitt — along
with vocalist/guitarist/lyricist Marcus Ricci, also a
Weinberg senior — can't help but smile when
reflecting on the band’ journey thus far.

Only two short years ago these three students
formed the Foster-Walker Complex along with jon
Echt, McCormick '05 — who in addition to playing
bass now works a 9-t0-5 job as a material engineer.
They all wanted to ensure music was a part of their
time at NU.

The band found their first opportunity to play
live at a fundraiser for The Vagina Monologues in 2004.
By that spring, the band won the campus-wide
“Battle of the Bands” competition, securing them-
selves a spot playing alongside the likes of Gavin
DeGraw and the Wailers at NU’s annual Dillo Day.

The Foster-Walker Complex has since moved on
from playing fraternity parties to performing in bars
in Evanston and, more recently, playing in Chicago
venues. The band will play a 21-and-up show in cel-
ebration of their first full-length, self-titled album
Jan. 21 at Martyrs’, 3855 N. Lincoln Ave.

“We wanted to have something where we could
send a press release to major newspapers and radio
(stations) and say, ‘Hey, we're doing something for

real,” Moyer says. “We're not just a college band.”

The band is offering a $10 package — available on
their Web site, www.thefosterwalkercomplex.com —
to the show for NU students, including transportation,
admission and a copy of their new album, a follow-up
to the bands self-recorded EP Eleven-O-Three.

“I don't think we took a lot of risks on (the EP),”
Ricci reflects. “It was more about just getting the
tracks down.”

While the band says they're proud of the EP, it
was a struggle to make.

“When you're doing it all yourself and you're
pressing ‘record’ and playing at the same time, you
don't really have room to try all sorts of different
things,” Leavitt says.

This time around the band had assistance, main-
ly in the form of Matt Allison, a well-known punk
rock producer for bands such as the Lawrence
Arms. Allison co-produced the album with the
band, which recorded its material at his Chicago-
based Atlas Studios.

“I think he really helped us progress in terms of
our sound,” Moyer says. “If you listen to the EP, it
really sounds clean and sort of dainty. It doesn't have
a lot of grit. And then we went into the studio with a
guy who does (work with) Alkaline Trio and hes
like, ‘Every track needs distortion,” (and) ‘Play fuck-
ing louder.”

With countless shows behind them, a sold-out
EP and this new album ready to go, the Foster-
Walker Complex knows they still haven' finished
paying their dues. Still, they’re hoping everything
else will just fall into place.

“If there’s any time you're going to make it with an
original band, it while you're young,” Leavitt says.
“We just have to take this risk and make this jump
into the unknown. Its an exciting time for us.” P

Medill freshman Shari Weiss is a PLRY writer: She can be
reached at shari-weiss@northwestern.edu.

WANTED

The Northwestern University College
Preparation Program is looking for resi-
dent advisors to help guide high school
students through a summer of learning
and fun at Northwestern. Earn salary,
including room and board; work with
bright, motivated high school students
from around the country and abroad;
plan exciting events and gain valuable
experience while enjoying Northwestern
campus life and exploring Chicago this

summer!

For information and to request an application,
contact Stephanie Teterycz at 847-467-6703
or s-teterycz@northwestern.edu.

Regident
Advigors

NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY COLLEGE PREPARATION PROGRAM

Apply by February 17, 2006!

QUALIFICATIONS:

= completion of sophomore year of
college by June, 2006

= a consistent record of academic
achievement

= previous experience as an RA, tutor,
or camp counselor

= excellent communication, leadership,
motivation, and problem-solving
skills

= a wide range of extracurricular inter-
ests and activities

= enthusiasm and a genuine interest in
working with high school ‘students

= a strong sense of responsibility and
a high level of maturity

NORTHWESTERN
UNIVERSITY

Thur., Jan. 19

Fri., Jan. 20
&
Sat., Jan. 21

Sun., Jan. 22

Mon,, Jan. 23

Tue., Jan. 24

Wed.,, Jan. 25

Thur., Jan. 26
Fri., Jan. 27

Sat., Jan. 28

OUR SCHEDULI

Music begins 9PM nightly (7PM Sundays)
TONY GUNZ presents THE HIP HOP & R&B SHOWCASE

EDDY “THE CHIEF" CLEARWATER
EDDY'S BIRTHDAY BASH WEEKEND!
FREE ADMISSION WITH WILDCARD

4:00 p.m.- LIL FEST OPEN MIKE- SMOKE FREE!
7:00 p.m.- FOLK MUSIC w/ CLAUDIA SCHMID T-SMOKE FREE
10:00p.m.- INDUSTRY NIGHT-LATE NGHT DRINK SPECIALS

JAZZ NIGHT W/ MIKE FINNERTY & THE HEAT MERCHANTS

TWO FOR THE BLUES HOSTS THE BLUES JAM-
Open Jam- All blues players welcome!

JOHN NANCE PRESENTS THE DUSTIES STEPPERS SHOW
DETOGAH & LAMALAISE

LILED AND THE BLUES IMPERIALS
MELVIN TAYLOR AND THE SLACK BAND

BILL'S BLULES
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EVANSTON

1029 DAVIS
124-9800 web: billsbluesbav.com
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