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by JULIE POUCHER HARBIN, EDITOR, ISLAMiCommentary on DECEMBER 17, 2015: 

We at the Duke Islamic Studies Center are pleased to announce that the work of the Carnegie
Corporation of New York-supported Transcultural Islam Project (ISLAMiCommentary and TIRN) has
been highlighted in a new report by the Social Science Research Council — “Religion, Media and the
Digital Turn.” The report surveyed 160 digital projects and documents the effects that digital modes of
research and publication have on the study of religion.

“While our primary goal is to chronicle emerging forms of intellectual production shaping the study of
religion, we hope that a greater awareness of this new work will generate more recognition of the
high quality and innovative work that already exists,” report authors Chris Cantwell (University of
Missouri) and Hussein Rashid (New York University) write, explaining that “the most innovative digital
projects are often those that creatively combine a number of these models or genres.”

ISLAMiCommentary was mentioned at the top of several subsections, for this reason, and a lengthy
case study of ISLAMiCommentary and TIRN has been included in the report (in Appendix
1) because, as the report authors told us, they find the project “exemplary.” Other projects highlighted
with lengthy case studies (in Appendix 1) include the Center for the Study of Material and Visual
Cultures of Religion (MAVCOR) at Yale, the Jesuit Libraries Provenance Project at the University of
Loyola; and Mapping Ararat — a project of York University, the University of Toronto and Emerson
College.

Appendix 2 lists the 160 projects surveyed.

The report can be downloaded HERE.
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