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| Stude tion
voting procedures

BY JULIE POUCHER

Worries about election fraud forced the
elections committee to nullify Tuesday’s
voles in the campus-wide Student Associa-
tion and Coates Center Program Board elec-
tions. The commiltee re-started the voling
procedures Wednesday and extended the
voting period to Thursday evening.

It was brought to the attention of the neu-
tral cleclions committce (appointed by the
SA Senate) that the blue dot marking on the
back of cach voter’s Vali-dine could be
removed with nail polish remover, alcohol or
soapy water. The dot was intended to signily
the student had already voted. At this point
the committee, according 1o SA President
and committee member Ben Hughes, tricd to
“correct a mistake before it [became] larger.”

Committce member Mike Bacon said the
decision to re-start elections, using residence
hall lists and Vali-dine verification, was the
best option. He commended clections com-
mittce members Hughes and Heather Harvey
for quickly publicizing the change to aculty
and students.

Large signs posted in Mabee Hall and the
Coates Center and fliers mailed to students
Wednesday momning asked students to vote
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Fenwick and candidate for SA president
Rick Bales both said they felt the situation
was handled the best way it could have been
given the circumstances.

Fenwick said she did not think the date
extension would make a big difference in the
number of voters or the outcome of the elec-
tions.

SA Senator Raymond Robertson said,
“More people will realize it is a close
race...they will be more inclined to vote
because their vote will mean more.”

Six hundred forty-six ballots were col-
lected Wednesday alone, according (o
Hughes. He said last year's final ballot in-
cluded slighty more than 900 votes.

Hughes said for as long as he can remem-
ber the election monitors have just marked
the Vali-dine to ensure no onc votes twice.
He did not anticipate the possibility of re-
moval of the marking.

“Itnever occurred Lo me that people would
remove the marks. It was obviously an over-
sight on my part. It was beyond my compre-
hension that a college student would do
something like that,” said Hughes.

Former Student Association member
David Schlosscr conferred with former elec-
tions commitlce member J.J. Baskin, who
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Students vote for their favorite candidates (again)

name off in the registration book.

Assistant Dcan of Students Thurman
Adkins said he was surprised the moniltors
went back to just marking the Vali-dine. He
said in the past the committees would test out
the permanence of the marker when using
this method.

Adkins also commented on what Hughes
described as “paranoia” over cheating possi-
bilities.

“These things often happen in an election.
Il’s always between those who believe they
are running the elections fairly and those
people who are running for office and have
drcamed up some way that cheating could

Leiman said he blames the officials in the:
election. He said the “propriety” of 'some
members of the elcclion commitlee “is ques-
tionable.” He said he saw Hughes and Beth
Claxton, elections commiltee members,
wearing buttons supporting candidate for SA
President Mark Livingsion after Monday
night’s Speakout.

He said he feels the commiuee is lciting
Hughes run the election. “He made honest
mistakes, but eight pcople were there o
check his work and none of them did,”
Leiman said.

Hughes said, “I, as an individual, have an
opinion about the election. As a commillce,
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