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Congress shall make no law respecting an estab-
lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the
press; or the right of the people peaceably to assem-
ble, and to petition the Government for a redress of
grievances. 
THE FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE U.S. CONSTITUTION
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Golf in Indiana is not just a leisurely pursuit; it’s a
powerhouse driving our state’s economy, job mar-
ket, tourism and charitable contributions. From the
intimate Back 9 on the south side of Indianapolis to
the urban golf experience Five Iron and Top Golf of-
fer and the 400 courses that span the state, the en-
thusiasm for golf is stronger than ever.

As the executive director of the Indiana Golf As-
sociation for over three decades, I’ve witnessed the
game evolve through various eras, from the Tiger
Woods-driven growth to the surge in disc golf ’s pop-
ularity and, more recently, intentional efforts to
broaden accessibility. In our 2022 Economic Impact
Report, we’ve quantified what we’ve always be-
lieved to be true: golf significantly contributes to In-
diana’s economy, charity, youth development and
overall quality of life.

The economic impact is undeniable

The economic impact of golf in Indiana surpasses
$2 billion annually, generating more than 23,300
jobs and $612.6 million in wage income. Beyond the
economic impact, Indiana’s golf courses attract visi-
tors, infusing $152.9 million into the tourism indus-
try through over 1 million day and overnight trips.

As we witness the current momentum in the
sport, coupled with intentional efforts to expand its
reach, I am confident that golf ’s economic impact on
our state will continue to grow. The recent opening
of Five Iron Golf in downtown Indianapolis exempli-
fies this forward momentum, providing a new and
exciting venue for enthusiasts to enjoy the game
year-round with access to the best simulators on the
market.

Charity and youth development matter

The sport also contributes over $50 million to
charities and foundations, with 80% of golf facilities
hosting a combined 3,750 charity events in 2021.
Another such initiative is our partnership with pro-
grams like First Tee-Indiana, introducing over
100,000 Hoosier kids annually to the invaluable life
lessons that golf imparts. With programs in 19 com-
munities and over 320 elementary schools, the goal
is to instill character-building traits and life skills
through the game. Over 80% of Indiana’s golf
courses are public access, with an equal percentage
offering junior golf programs, promoting physical
activity among the youth.

Overall quality of life is better for it

The report reveals that 554,000 Hoosiers play
golf, enjoying the vast 37,000 acres of green space
provided by courses. Indiana’s golf scene is not only
accessible but also affordable, welcoming enthusi-
asts of all ages and abilities. 

The impact of golf goes beyond statistics. My per-
sonal connection with the sport began when my fa-
ther taught me to play in Columbus, Indiana. Many
families share similar stories, creating cherished
memories and fostering a love for an active, outdoor
hobby. Golf teaches patience, perseverance and the
joy of spending quality time outdoors.

I encourage everyone to embrace this transfor-
mative sport, not just for the economic benefits but
for the personal growth and community building it
fosters. Golf is driving Indiana into the future, one
swing at a time. So, grab your clubs, hit the course
and become a part of the movement shaping the
landscape of Indiana’s recreational and economic
future.

Mike David is the executive director of the Indi-
ana Golf Association.
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As violent events threaten the globe, polarization
increases in our country and personal losses abound,
the world can be a dark place.

Yet December brings holidays that focus on bring-
ing light into the world. Hannukkah, the Festival of
Lights, is Dec. 7-15, when Jewish people celebrate the
miracle of light for eight nights. The holiday com-
memorates the victory of Jewish freedom fighters
over the Maccabees in 139 BCE.

Non-religious people celebrate the winter solstice
and the return of more light to the world. The winter
solstice is Dec. 21, the shortest day of the year. Days
will lengthen until the longest day of the year on the
summer solstice. 

For Christians, Christmas Eve and Christmas Day
represent the birth of Jesus Christ, often referred to
as the light of the world. Three wise men, the Magi,
followed a star in the eastern sky, lighting the way to
his humble birthplace in Bethlehem.

To end the year, people worldwide create light dis-
plays in the sky with fireworks and now drone lights.
How amazing to see the light from the darkness.
While metro Indianapolis has many wonderful light
displays, within a few hours, there are many other
wonderful examples. After you’ve taken the family to

Monument Circle, the Indianapolis Zoo and Newfields,
you can check out what readers recommended.

h Yvonne Ransel: Wellfield Botanic Garden Holiday
Lights, Elkhart

h Juli Metzger: Walkway of Lights, Matter Park,
Marion

h Anne Born: Gift of Lights, Potawatomi Zoo, South
Bend

h Mark Records: A Merry Prairie Holiday, Conner
Prairie, Fishers

h Ann Gard: Walk Through Christmas Tyme, Lowell
h Steven Mundy: Lights of Joy, Shipshewana
h Darci Nestel Kessie: Village of Winona and Center

Lake display, Warsaw
h Angie Klink: TPA Park, Frankfort
h Donya Lester: The Magic of Christmas in Elwood,

Elwood
And two that are special to me: Ritzi’s Fantasy of

Lights in Garvin Park in Evansville. You can ride a car-
riage through the park and enjoy music while seeing
the lights, and the Easter Seals Rehabilitation Center
of Southwestern Indiana benefits.

Downtown Fort Wayne. My husband and I had our
first real date (after being friends for five years) in De-
cember 1982. On a snowy December evening, we
walked around to see the iconic 50-foot Santa and his
reindeer on the (then) Fort Wayne National Bank
Building.

I hope that you find the light in the darkness. Happy
holidays and Merry Christmas.

Amy Abbott is a freelance writer in southern
Indiana.

Holiday displays can help you
find light in darkness of the age

Your Turn
Amy Abbott

Guest columnist

Thirty years ago this month marks one of the most
significant technological achievements in modern
history, an advance that has reshaped our daily lives
and our sense of security, and opened the gates to
global commerce that even a decade before seemed
unimaginable.

On Dec. 8, 1993, the Global Positioning System 
became fully operational. Now is the proper 
moment to fully appreciate what GPS provides and
acknowledge that even one day without GPS is a
scary prospect.

The most obvious downside is also one of the least
important: Without reliable GPS it would be far easi-
er for drivers, walkers – anyone really – to get lost.
But this marvel of American ingenuity and tenacity is
much more. It is the foundation of American com-
merce, safety and defense.

The timing data GPS provides without fail is the
system’s most important capability. It underpins
some of the most essential functions of American so-
ciety. GPS enables electricity from power plants to go
to substations and to homes, credit cards to be proc-
essed at gas pumps, and pumping stations to control
pressure of drinking water and wastewater. 

In fact, GPS timing enables 14 of 16 of the nation’s
critical infrastructure sectors.

In the continental United States, if you look up,
there will be on average 12 GPS satellites overhead,
providing navigation data but also timing informa-
tion. All 37 GPS satellites in the constellation are op-
erated and maintained by the U.S. Space Force.

If GPS went away, the impact would be immediate
and drastic.

Countless commercial flights would be delayed.
There would be increased costs for most goods and
services. There would be delays in accessing your
funds from banks and retirement accounts. Short-
ages would soon occur for goods transported by ship,
truck or train. 

Even the digitally imposed first-down line on tele-
vised football games would go away.

Without GPS, shipping would slow to a crawl,
since the choreography of ships and trucks trans-
porting imported goods is based on an intricate GPS-
derived schedule and GPS-enabled tracking and co-
ordination software.

Something this critical must be protected and
safeguarded. Fortunately, it is.

The Space Force owns and operates GPS, based
outside Colorado Springs, Colorado. Working 24/7, a
team of Guardians, supported by Air Force airmen
and civilians, ensure GPS never fails.

Indeed, in the history of this constellation, GPS
has never failed in its mission to provide 100% global
coverage, 100% of the time. As demand increased, so
has GPS, which grew from 24 satellites to 37 to pro-
vide better coverage in dense areas to ensure the ser-
vice is always there for U.S. and global users. 

There are limitations, of course. GPS is not de-
signed to go underground or through steel buildings.
That is not a failure. Wi-Fi routers take the GPS signal

and rebroadcast the timing element of it to minimize
disruption.

The personnel conducting operations, engineering
and maintenance are members of the 2nd Space Oper-
ations Squadron and are on average only 23 years old.

Our country trusts some of its youngest citizens to
provide this foundational capability. These personnel
use facilities in Colorado Springs and at five other op-
erating locations to control all 37 satellites, updating
precise timing and location information throughout
each day.

For some, having the military build, sustain and op-
erate GPS satellites seems odd, given that 99% of users
are civilians. One of the core missions of the Space
Force is to protect and defend America’s space assets,
like GPS, which is why the Space Force is entrusted
with this critical mission.

To be sure, there’s a national security element, too.
America’s adversaries know how much the U.S. mil-

itary depends on GPS. Imagine if GPS were blocked
here in the United States or over a large swath of the
earth. The consequence would be significant, which is
why this system still is managed by the Department of
Defense. 

That explains the Space Force’s mission to support
a “whole-of-government response” to any GPS threat
to the homeland. It’s why the 2nd Space Operations
Squadron works with the Department of Transporta-
tion, Department of Homeland Security and Federal
Communications Commission to identify, character-
ize and halt unauthorized GPS interference – any-
where in America, at any time.

It’s no overstatement to suggest that GPS repre-
sents America’s global leadership and optimism.
President Ronald Reagan declared in 1983 that GPS
would be free for all world users after the Soviet Union
shot down a civilian airliner that accidentally crossed
into its airspace. Years later, President Bill Clinton de-
clared GPS would never be turned off to anyone. 

Not only is that the law, but satellites launched over
the past two decades no longer have the technical ca-
pability to be turned off, meaning citizens of the world
are able to depend on GPS just like they depend on the
sun to shine. 

There is almost no activity here or abroad that GPS
does not touch. Organizations like U.S. Agency for In-
ternational Development supply GPS-enabled farm-
ing equipment that helps countries feed themselves.
The commercial innovations in the United States
alone support countless jobs and add more than $1 bil-
lion a day to the U.S. gross domestic product. Aircraft,
maritime vessels and commercial trucking use less
fuel, emit less pollution and are far safer because of
GPS.

Let’s toast one of our nation’s most valuable and vi-
tal services along with those who imagined this tech-
nology, brought it to reality and, with it, transformed
America’s way of life for the better.

Lt. Col. Robert Wray is a 17-year Air Force & Space
Force officer and serves as commander of the 2nd
Space Operation Squadron, assigned to Schriever
Space Force Base in Colorado. He commands a team of
140 active and reserve personnel who operate and
maintain GPS supporting military and civil needs
around the globe.
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