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Plan for 
waterwise growth

Bulletin Viewpoint

Buffalo is at a crossroads. 
In order to staff our schools, public ser-

vices, hospitals, hospitality businesses and 
more, we need a certain number of work-
ing-age adults living in the community. And 
those people need homes to live in. 

New housing developments are being 
proposed, new homes are being built, and 
community leaders continue to discuss how 
to accommodate future growth. But it also 
raises an important question: Where will the 
water come from?

For generations, Buffalo has benefited 
from a reliable water supply fed by Clear 
Creek and supported by a well-managed 
municipal water system. Yet recent years 
have reminded us that water is a finite, pre-
cious resource. Water managers throughout 
the West are increasingly being forced to bal-
ance growth with conservation.

That reality makes planning more import-
ant than ever.

Every new subdivision, apartment complex 
and housing development adds demand to 
the system. While each individual home may 
not use a large amount of water, the cumu-
lative impact of dozens of new residences 
can be significant. It is far easier — and far 
less expensive — to incorporate water-wise 
design into a development from the begin-
ning than it is to retrofit neighborhoods years 
later.

The city of Buffalo should carefully evalu-
ate the long-term water demands of any pro-
posed housing development. That does not 
mean stopping growth. It means ensuring 
that growth occurs responsibly.

Developers should be encouraged, and 
perhaps eventually required, to incorporate 
drought-tolerant landscaping, efficient irri-
gation systems and lot designs that reduce 
outdoor water use. Communities across the 
West have adopted such measures with-
out sacrificing attractive neighborhoods or 
property values. In fact, many homebuyers 
increasingly appreciate landscapes that 
require less watering and maintenance. 

The city should also continue to examine 
whether current ordinances adequately 
address outdoor water use and whether 
those ordinances are adequately enforced. 
During the heat of summer, lawns often 
consume far more water than households 
use indoors. Small changes in landscaping 
expectations can produce substantial savings 
across an entire community.

Residents have a role to play as well. That 
includes watering only on assigned days, 
watering at dusk or dawn (when less water 
evaporates) and reducing wasted water by 
ensuring that water is not being applied to 
paved surfaces. 

The challenge is not unique to Buffalo. 
Communities throughout the West are 
wrestling with the same questions. The 
communities that succeed will be those that 
plan ahead rather than react after shortages 
emerge.

The decisions made today about housing 
developments, landscaping standards and 
water use will shape the community for 
decades to come. New housing is needed. 
But growth and stewardship must go hand in 
hand.

Water has always been one of Buffalo’s 
most valuable assets. As our community 
continues to grow, protecting that resource 
should remain one of our highest priorities.

Well, folks, this is a newspaper, so 
I’m not going to bury the lede: I’m 
leaving.

I’m facing a lot of changes in this 
move. Not only am I leaving the 
Bulletin – a newspaper and colleagues 
I love – and Buffalo, a town I’ve fallen 
in love with and a place that holds so 
many memories and relationships, 
but I’m also leaving journalism, a 
profession and a field I truly love and 
believe in. 

Journalism has profoundly shaped 
my life both directly and indirectly. 
The highlight of my four years in col-
lege was my time spent in the news-
room with some of my best friends. I 
took a leap of faith and moved from 
Philadelphia to Torrington, Wyoming, 
just to pursue this career in 2020. Yet 
another chance taken brought me to 
Buffalo to continue my journalism 
career when really what I wanted at 

the time was to move back east. 
The mentorship and camaraderie 

I quickly found at the Bulletin con-
vinced me my choice was the right 
one. Meeting so many wonderful 
sources, friends and even the love of 
my life solidified that choice even fur-
ther and kept me here for five years. 
I did leave for eight months to pursue 
a career opportunity and spend time 
with family and friends back east. 
Thankfully, the Bulletin, and you 
all, welcomed me back. If I’m honest, 
when I left, I had a feeling that my 
work wasn’t done here, and I guess I 
was right.

Today, though I am truly so sad to 
be leaving this career and this place, I 
don’t feel like I’ve left anything unfin-
ished. Sure, maybe a few pie-in-the-
sky story ideas, but that’s about it.

That may be because I’m only mov-
ing down the road to Cheyenne, and 
I know that I have a lot of visits here 
in my future, including the Wyoming 
Women’s Antelope Hunt in October. 
My new professional role will be in 
public relations at Wyoming State 

Forestry, so I know that I’ll still be 
involved in Johnson County through 
my professional pursuits as well as in 
my personal life.

Five years ago when I started at the 
Bulletin, I could not have imagined 
that this new job would be my next 
step. My editor, Jen, told me on my 
first day here in March 2021 that I’d 
be covering natural resources, and I 
was not thrilled. What did I know of 
the Bureau of Land Management and 
the U.S. Forest Service or Wyoming 
Game and Fish? 

I can’t pinpoint when my attitude 
changed, but I think it was a lot of 
things. Living here, among the wild-
life I was covering, the public lands 
I was hiking, made me appreciate 
the importance of these subjects. I 
also have to give credit to the pro-
fessionals working for local, state 
and federal agencies and longtime 
landowners whom I’ve talked with 
week after week. They always speak 

Long live journalism, long live the Bulletin

Several nice showers missed Buffalo 
this past week, but rain on the moun-
tain did raise the level of local creeks 
and streams. A lot of ranchers are 
talking about “skimpy” first cuttings 
and hay prices approaching $400 a ton 
to ship it in.

The Longmire TV series was can-
celed nine years ago, but you wouldn’t 
believe that if you were watching the 
activities in Buffalo last weekend. 

How many of us can remember a per-
son or event that happened nine years 
ago?

If you are scratching your head . 
. . we might mention it was the year 
over 600,000 people fled Myanmar into 
Bangladesh to avoid being killed and 
Donald Trump was inaugurated as the 
45th President of the United States.

And it was also the year “Longmire” 
was cancelled after six seasons and 
high ratings.

“Longmire” was actually canceled 
twice. It was first dropped by A&E in 
2014 despite being its highest-rated 
show. Network executives said they 
wanted programming interesting 
younger, ad-friendly demographics. 

Netflix then saved the series for 
three additional seasons before official-
ly ending it in 2017. 

But the complete six seasons, based 
on Craig Johnson’s books, is still pop-
ular and can be found on networks 
including Paramount. 

So, it’s not surprising the annual 
Longmire Days event still draws a 
crowd to Buffalo. Robert Taylor (who 
played Walt Longmire) apparently 
has a warm spot in his heart for this 
community. The Bench Sitters thought 
he might run for sheriff of Johnson 

County. 
He was back again to meet and greet 

hardcore fans who have probably 
watched the show more than once. 

A couple of the grumpier Bench 
Sitters like the idea of sending a bill to 
Canada for air pollution from smoke of 
the forest fires burning up there. 

“We could send bills to Oregon, 
Montana and California for all that 
smoke we had to put up with back in 
2020,” one of them said.

“That might be a good idea until the 
wind changes and Wyoming smoke 
drifts north,” warned Knows-it-All.

And the latest “misinformation” 
in the village this week had to be 
the rumor that a major deposit of 
rare earthy minerals was discovered 
between Bomber Mountain and Cloud 

Peak. A few locals were saying they 
had inside data about a Presidential 
Executive Order cancelling the area’s 
wilderness status and plans call for 
construction of roads to start a major 
mining project.

They tell us it was on Facebook or 
Instagram or Truth Social or some 
other reliable source of information . . . 
so it has to be true. 

Old Bad News says they will have a 
lot of gravel to sell if they started grind-
ing Cloud Peak up. 

“If they level the mountain it will 
make the days longer (later sunsets) 
and we will be able to see what the 
weather looks like in Ten Sleep,” he 
said.

Not a lot more to report this week 
other than a few thoughts collected at 
the feed store over the years. 

– Don’t name a pig you plan to eat.
– Life is not about how fast you run 

or how high you climb, but how well 
you bounce.

– Trouble with a milk cow is she 
won’t stay milked.

– Meanness doesn’t happen over-
night.

– Forgive your enemies. It messes 
with their heads.

– It doesn’t take a very big person to 
carry a grudge.

– You can’t unsay a cruel thing.
– The best sermons are lived, not 

preached.
– Most of the stuff people worry 

about never happens.

We’ll ponder those and try to drop a 
line again next week. SVEN

Weekend proves that “Longmire” lives on... 

Sagebrush Sven
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Thoughts from 
the ‘grave
Alex Hargrave/Senior reporter

JOURNALISM
continued on page A7

Dear Editor,
I recently attended the candidate 

forum at the American Legion Hall and 
was once again impressed by the num-
ber and quality of people in Johnson 
County who are willing to step forward 
and serve in positions of leadership.

The format gave each candidate five 

minutes to speak, which kept the forum 
moving and required each person to 
choose what he or she felt was most 
important for the public to know. In a 
short amount of time, voters were able 
to hear about experience, priorities and 
hopes for the future of Johnson County.

Candidate forums are most helpful 
when those seeking office tell voters who 
they are, what they stand for and what 
they hope to accomplish if elected. Voting 
records, public service, work experience 
and policy differences all matter. So does 
giving voters enough information to under-
stand not only where candidates stand, 
but why they hold those views.

In every race, I hope candidates will 
focus on their own qualifications, their 

own ideas and their own plans for serv-
ing the public. Elections should give vot-
ers a clear picture of each candidate’s 
purpose for seeking office and how that 
person intends to benefit the people he 
or she hopes to represent.

Wouldn’t it be grand if every candi-
date stood before the electorate and 
said, “This is what I stand for, this is 
how it helps my constituents, and this is 
my plan for making it happen”?

That is the kind of discussion that 
strengthens local democracy. Johnson 
County voters deserve thoughtful, trans-
parent campaigns focused on service, 
ideas and the future of our community.

Frank Pratt Jr.
Buffalo

READERS
WRITE
A clear picture
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Journalism:
Continued from A4
‘Thanks for everything’
with expertise and passion for natural resources, 
and they are gracious enough to dumb down the 
science for me when I need it. 

My favorite question of the 5 Ws and the H that 
we are taught as student journalists to answer in 
our stories has always been “Why?” Why does this 
project, funding, person, place, animal or event 
matter? I think that question is what is missed 
most in society’s shift from in-depth, long-form sto-
rytelling to short-form content.

I’m going to miss journalism a lot, I think, but, 
frankly, I need the chance to miss it. I have met 
so many wonderful people, heard and relayed so 
many beautiful stories and learned so much about 
the community, state and country I live in through 
this career. It’s a pretty incredible job, one that I 
would definitely recommend to curious people. 
But I’m ready for a change.

In my new role, I’m excited not only to nerd 
out about forestry but also to continue working 
alongside journalists. Again, journalism is a vital 
profession and this newspaper, in particular, is a 
crucial resource in this community. It’s as much 
part of the infrastructure as the county’s roads 
and buildings, in my opinion. Its existence certain-
ly predates most of those.

I’ve no doubt asked hundreds, maybe thou-
sands, of questions of many of you over the past 
several years. I’m here now to ask you for a few 
favors, if you would.

Please continue to foster the wonderful com-
munities in both Buffalo and Kaycee. Keep taking 
care of one another in hard times (I know that’s an 
easy ask of you folks) and stay engaged on what is 
happening within your local governments. 

You can do that by continuing to support and 
read this newspaper. While Facebook fodder is 
enticing, the users ranting about an issue most 
likely have not attended a government meeting 
on the subject nor have they talked to the parties 
involved or read the lengthy, boring associated 
documents. 

The journalists at this newspaper are doing 
that. And they’re writing researched, factual, 
thoughtful stories. They are capturing the human-
ity of this town both visually and through the writ-
ten word. 

It’s special that Johnson County still has such 
a robust weekly newspaper. And all of the pages 
published each week filled with photos and stories 
crafted by members of this community cost just $3 
a week. That’s substantially less than one oat milk 
latte costs nowadays. 

Because I believe in this staff and care about 
this town, I’ll subscribe to this newspaper (as soon 
as I find housing!) and relish the day it arrives 
in my mailbox each week. I bet I’ll read your sto-
ries and look at your beautiful faces over coffee 
on Sunday mornings, because, gosh, I’m going to 
miss you. 

Thanks for everything, Buffalo. Against all 
odds, you’re the best decision I’ve ever made.

Bulletin photo  

Jerry Osborn and 
members of the 
4-H bee club open 
a beehive shelf 
as they examine 
the health of the 
hive on July 14. 
Members learn 
about beekeeping 
and hive main-
tenance. In the 
fall, members will 
extract the honey 
produced in the 
summer. 

Bee curious

The Wyoming Nonprofit Network 
held its annual giving day on July 15 
with over a dozen Johnson County 
organizations participating, including 
local health care, family emergency 
services, food banks, child care facili-
ties and other nonprofits in the area.

WyoGives is a 24-hour fundraiser 
for Wyoming’s nonprofits to receive 
donations from community mem-
bers. WyoGives is supported by the 
Hughes Charitable Foundation, which 
donates $1 million to a fund that will 
be distributed among organizations 
that meet the HCF qualifications. 

Clear Creek Wood Bank, a non-
profit with a mission to keep families 
warm by providing them with free 
firewood during winter months, 
raised $1,450 during Giving Day. On 
its giving day site, it said that $40 pro-
vides wood heat to a family for two 
weeks, $125 provides heat to a family 
for six weeks, and $250 provides heat 
to a family for a whole winter. 

Kelly Norris, chair of the Clear 
Creek Wood Bank board, said this 
year was its first year participating in 
WyoGives. 

“We are a part of a great communi-
ty and frequently get asked how peo-
ple can donate. We wanted to make 
sure this year to be a part of it so that 
people could donate to us,” Norris 

said. 
The wood bank is currently decid-

ing what the funds that WyoGives 
brought in will go toward, between 
operation costs, purchasing more 
wood and possibly holding the dona-
tions to find additional matches in 
order to fund a bigger purchase. 

“We are grateful. We feel like 
those donations make all the differ-
ence. They are what is going to help 
us function and meet our mission,” 
Norris said. “I just am so incredibly 
grateful for that support and really 
what that did is provide multiple fam-
ilies with firewood for an entire year.” 

The Buffalo Children’s Center, a 
nonprofit focused on providing afford-
able child care, also participated in 
Giving Day for the first time this year, 
raising $770. 

Registration fees to participate in 
WyoGives range from $100 to $350, 
which board member Sylvia Bruner 
said she was not sure the Children’s 
Center could afford at the time regis-
tration was due. 

Bruner personally emailed commu-
nity members asking for donations to 
help pay the registration fee. 

“They were a huge piece of why 
we were able to even participate in 
WyoGives. From that, we pulled in 
about $200 more than we needed. So, 
in my brain, we have netted almost 
$1,000 of this whole effort once we’ve 
paid out the fees to participate,” 

Bruner said. “That’s $1,000 we didn’t 
have a month ago.” 

Bruner said that the money raised 
will likely go toward operation costs, 
employee salaries and utility bills. 

“I saw personally on my own 
Facebook feed and my email inbox, 
so many WyoGives opportunities for 
organizations across the spectrum of 
really good causes,” Bruner said. “The 
fact that folks chose to donate to the 
Children’s Center or the museum, it’s 
helpful but it also really means a lot 
to us on the emotional scale. It’s that 
little boost that shows the community 
sees you. They’re behind you and they 
want the success of this organization 
too.”

The WYldlife Fund was Johnson 
County’s top fundraiser, bringing in 
$219,515. The fund brought in an addi-
tional $800 in prize funds by winning 
first and second place in the Peer-to-
Peer Superstar Awards. 

Wyoming had 515 organizations 
participating, raising a total of $6.55 
million. 

Norris said that WyoGives is an 
opportunity to shed light on nonprofit 
organizations in Wyoming that people 
may not know existed.

“We each have really important 
niches and gaps that we are trying to 
fill. I think that’s what’s unique,” she 
said. “Not only is it highlighting that, 
it’s also bringing in additional money 
from really large donors to match.” 

WyoGives rakes in donations 
BY DAPHNE LAVIGNE

collegeintern@buffalobulletin.com


