
Buffalo Bulletin - 08/06/2026 Page : A01

August 6, 2026 7:57 pm (GMT -6:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

BUFFALO BULLETIN

Sunny
High 90°/Low 59°

Thurs. Aug. 6  
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Sunny
High 93°/Low 64°

Fri. Aug. 7 
Mostly sunny

High 94°/Low 66°

Sat. Aug. 8 
Mostly sunny

High 92°/Low 64°

Sun. Aug. 9 
Mostly sunny

High 88°/Low 63°

Mon. Aug. 10 
Mostly sunny

High 85°/Low 63°

Tues. Aug. 11 
Isolated t-storms

High 83°/Low 63°

Wed. Aug. 12 
Partly cloudy

High 81°/Low 62°

Thurs. Aug. 13 

$3.00
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Halley Sutton, 10, spends time with her lamb ahead of the the Johnson County Junior Livestock Auction at the Johnson 
County Fairgrounds on Saturday night. 

Buyers at Saturday night’s 
Johnson County Junior 
Livestock Auction came 
ready to bid. 

In about four hours, the 158  ani-
mals put up for sale fetched a record 
$664,560.06 for local 4-H and FFA youth. 

“It was a good night,” Livestock 
Committee Chairman Tanner Kolb 
said. “Prices stayed pretty consistent 
throughout the sale, and we had buy-
ers there and everyone had smiles on 

their faces. I think it went really well.”
As of Monday morning, the sale 

raised $664,560.06 and the sale will 
remain open for add-on dollars for a 
few more days — traditionally some 
additional add-on dollars come in the 
days following the sale. Kolb said that 
prices were strong across the species. 

 In 2025, the 163 animals put up for 
sale brought in $619,000. The previous 
record was set in 2024 when 170 ani-
mals sold for $641,334. 

Kolb said that as has become the 
custom, the sale attracted a solid group 

of buyers. Most stayed until the end of 
the sale, which ensured that even kids 
who were selling animals later into 
the evening got good prices for their 
animals. 

“As always, Buffalo was awesome,” 
Kolb said. “There were a lot of the old, 
familiar faces, which was good, and a 
few new faces, which was nice,” Kolb 
said. “The support Buffalo gives us is 
huge. It’s very awesome to see those 

Nonpartisan candidate filing opened 
Wednesday, and Johnson County has 
plenty of board positions to fill during 
the general election in November.

Filing for nonpartisan offices began 
on Aug. 5 and ends at the close of the 
business day on Aug. 24.

Twenty-seven Johnson County Special 
District members’ terms expire in 2026, 
leaving seats open in each district.

Though six Johnson County School 
District No. 1 trustees terms expire this 
year, the board is transitioning from a 
nine-member board to a seven-member 
board. As a result of this transition, 
there will be four, four-year Board of 
Trustees positions on the ballot during 
the 2026 general election, completing the 
move to a seven-member board. 

The change comes after the Wyoming 
State Board of Education approved 
JCSD#1’s request to transition from a 
nine-member Board of Trustees to a sev-
en-member Board. 

The move to shrink the board’s size 
came in part because at times it has been 
difficult to recruit candidates to run for 
the board. 

Since 2024, three trustees left the 
board before their terms expired. One 
was due to personal circumstances, 
another was due to health reasons and 
a third trustee moved to further their 
education. Also, in 2024, only five people 
filed for the five vacant positions.

The school board is the second-largest 
employer in the county (after the hospi-
tal) and oversees a general fund budget 
of about $29.6 million. 

The board generally meets twice a 
month. On the first Wednesday of the 
month the board holds a special plan-
ning meeting and its regular meeting is 
the second Monday of the month.

The hospital district board oversees 
a general fund budget of roughly $41.33 
million. The five-member board meets 

Ongoing drought conditions have had var-
ied impact on the landscape in and around the 
175,000-acre House Draw fire burn scar.

After one of Johnson 
County’s largest wildfire 
events two summers ago, 
vegetation is still in the 
process of growing back 
as land managers contin-
ue to plant seed for native 
grasses and sagebrush. 

Jaycie Arndt, 
Northeast Wyoming 
Invasive Grasses 
Working Group 
Coordinator and assis-
tant research scientist 
with the University of 
Wyoming’s Institute 
for Managing Annual 
Grasses Invading Natural 
Ecosystems, said in an 
interview that, burned or 
not, across the landscape, 
there is significantly 
lower vegetation produc-

tion generally due to dry conditions.
While a bit of June and early July rainfall helped 
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Buffalo will host the 2027 National Basque Organization annual convention July 16 –19, 2027. The annual event will 
include some traditional favorites, like the parade down Buffalo’s Main Street on Saturday, and some new events. 

The Big Horn Basque Club is 
gearing up to host the annual North 
American Basque Organization’s 
annual convention in Buffalo for 
the sixth time. 

The four-day event will be July 
16-19, 2027, and, changing tradition, 

will use the fairgrounds for many of 
the planned events. 

“We’ll be having it at the fair-
grounds this year to make it a little 
bit more accessible for everyone 
and to have some more events 
that we weren’t able to have in the 
park,” said Trinity Rodriguez, Big 
Horn Basque Club president. 

The expansion of the events will 

include being able to host more ath-
letic events, such as mutton busting 
and sheep hooking. 

Rodriguez said that the event has 
previously had up to 8,000 people in 
attendance, which was another fac-
tor in deciding on the fairgrounds as 

National Basque Convention set for 2027
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Drought stunts 
grass growth in 

burn scar
Sagebrush growth encouraging 

BY ALEX HARGRAVE
alex@buffalobulletin.com

“I think the lack 
of precipitation 

early on this spring 
actually kind 

of slowed down 
cheatgrass and 

Japanese brome. 
A lot of them 

seeded out 
really early or had 

pretty low 
productivity.”

—Jaycie Arndt, 
Northeast Wyoming 

Invasive Grasses 
Working Group 

Coordinator
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a location. The fairgrounds will have fin-
ished construction and will have opened 
the new community building, having more 
indoor space for visitors than in previous 
years. 

The theme for next year’s convention is 
“gazteak zaharrekin batzen,” which liter-
ally translated means “the young uniting 
with the old.” 

The theme is meant to attract a new, 
younger Basque audience, as Rodriguez 
said fewer youth are interested in Basque 
culture. Because the club does not want to 
end, they have been working to integrate 
the youth into Basque culture. 

The Buffalo community can expect to 
see similar events as the past national 
conventions held in Buffalo, with a street 
dance on Friday evening and a parade 
Saturday morning. 

Alongside the familiar favorites, 
Rodriguez said, notable events will include 
the Basque dancers and the live music. 

“The dancers that we bring in are from 
all over the country. The dancers are pret-
ty amazing. So that’s going to be something 
that’s going to be really cool,” Rodriguez 
said. “We have a lot of bands that are going 
to be coming. We have some that come 
from the Basque Country and so that’s a 
really cool thing that we are going to be 
having.”

While every club hosts the conven-
tion every 10 years, Buffalo has been 

one of the most preferred locations for 
the convention. 

“We like having it here, and I think 
everybody likes coming here because we 
get probably quite a few more here than 
most other clubs because they are kind 
of restricted, whereas we make it town-
wide,” Rodriguez said. 

Making the festival townwide inte-
grates more than just the Basque com-
munity. Rodriguez said that Basque 
influence and culture stretches into the 
Johnson County community, whether 
Basque or not. 

“We have everybody participate and 
be part of it. If you notice our county flag, 
Johnson County, it’s a Basque flag with 
the county symbol in the middle so it’s 
kind of a neat thing that everybody kind of 
jumps in on it,” she said. 

While it is open and appealing to every-
body, Rodriguez said, the festival helps 
show why the Basque community is 
important enough in Buffalo to be a focal 
point on the county flag. 

“We’ve had so many Basques that have 
moved here and helped build this town. I 
think everybody kind of knows one and is 
friends with one because there’s so many 
that are here and they do a lot of support 
for our community,” Rodriguez said. 
“They are businesspeople. They are lead-
ers. They’re teachers. They’re ranch own-
ers. They’re just a little bit of everything.” 

Basque:
Continued from A1

The young and the old

Bulletin file photo 

A tractor spreads sagebrush seed mix on areas impacted by the 2024 House Draw fire 
near Schoonover Road earlier this spring. Seeds planted this spring appeared to have 
germinated better than those planted in the spring of 2025. 

some perennial, native 
grasses green up, it has 
not been enough to expel 
drought concerns, she 
said. The southern half of 
Johnson County is experi-
encing extreme drought, 
which is one step below 
the U.S. Drought Monitor’s 
highest drought classi-
fication level. Northern 
Johnson County is in 
severe drought, one step 
below extreme, and the 
northwest corner of the 
county in the Bighorn 
Mountains is in moderate 
drought.

“The interesting part 
is, invasive annual grass-
es are not really a huge 
problem this year,” Arndt 
said. “I think the lack of 
precipitation early on this 
spring actually kind of 
slowed down cheatgrass 
and Japanese brome. A lot 
of them seeded out really 
early or had pretty low pro-
ductivity.”

Invasive annual grasses 
have little, if any, forage 
value for livestock and 
wildlife, and they are also 
tinder for more wildfires. 
Cheatgrass is palatable for 
livestock in late fall or early 
spring when it is green, 
according to previous 
Bulletin reporting. Some 
invasives that are newer on 
the landscape in the region, 
including Ventenata, which 
is spreading in Johnson 
County, and Medusahead, 
which hasn’t yet been 
identified in the county 
but has been documented 
in Sheridan County, have 
higher silica content and 
therefore cannot be grazed 
at all. 

Drought conditions start-
ed this year with a record-
low snowpack in Johnson 
County and throughout 
Wyoming and the West 
broadly. Last year, higher 
precipitation rates aided 
perennial grass recovery in 
the House Draw burn scar. 
Sagebrush recovery, on the 
other hand, had been less 
promising this time last 
year.

After the Johnson 
County Natural Habitat 
Restoration Team aerial-
ly spread sagebrush seed 
over the burn scar last 
spring, last summer’s 
monitoring efforts yielded 
a few promising sagebrush 
sprouts but mostly not 
much re-establishment. 
The team attempted aerial 
seeding, as well as on-the-
ground seeding in Greater 
Sage-Grouse nesting hab-
itat. 

This year, Arndt said, 
she is so far seeing more 
sagebrush growing in, 
which is somewhat unusu-
al. Wildfire recovery is a 
yearslong process, so natu-
ral resources professionals 
are still waiting and seeing 

what grows in and what 
doesn’t, she added.

“Nationwide, folks 
have a hard time getting 
sagebrush established, no 
matter what,” she said. 
“Usually, sagebrush seed 
viability is pretty low in 
the second year, so what-
ever grows in the first 
year is usually about all 
that you get long term. I 
don’t know if it’s because 
we had such a mild win-
ter that some of them are 
actually able to emerge. 
It’ll be interesting with 
the drought — and also 
pressure from wildlife 
and livestock — if that’s 
going to impact the sur-
vival of those seedlings as 
well.”

Clear Creek 
Conservation District 
Manager Zach Byram 
concurred. He said he 
saw “hundreds” of sage-
brush that germinated 
this spring.

“The interesting thing 
about sagebrush is it 
typically isn’t a very 
long-lived seed in the soil, 
so that’s why we were 
disappointed after last 
year’s lack of success,” 
Byram said. “But it looks 
like the second year, for 
whatever reason, it looks 
better this spring than it 
did last spring.”

The conservation dis-
trict in northern Johnson 
County has headed up 
habitat restoration and 
monitoring projects on 
behalf of the county’s 
habitat restoration team 
in the aftermath of the 
fire. Byram said that in 
spots where contractors 
have seeded as part of the 
grouse nesting habitat 
project, drought has been 

detrimental so far for the 
germination process.

“It has everything to do 
with the warm, open win-
ter and long, dry spring 
we’ve had,” he said. “Up 
front, that doesn’t look 
great, but the nice thing 
about the mix we did is 
it’s a diverse native mix, 
so all it needs is some 
moisture this winter into 
spring next year to see 
germination.”

Because of the drought 
conditions, the district 
determined it will sus-
pend monitoring efforts 
this year and pick up 
again next year. 

“We don’t want to spend 
money to have monitoring 
done if they’ve completed 
a third of the plots and 
found zero,” Byram said. 
“(Drought) is definitely 
impeding the projects 
we’ve started, especially 
the sage-grouse nesting 
habitat. If we would have 
had even a normal spring 
with the normal moisture 
amount we get, I have no 
doubt we’d have germina-
tion throughout. It’s vari-
ables we have no control 
over, but the drought is 
most definitely affecting 
the restoration efforts 
we’ve started in the burn 
scar.”

Byram said that he 
is optimistic that if the 
county comes out of 
drought conditions and 
receives normal amounts 
of moisture moving for-
ward, land managers will 
start to see growth.

“Native seed can hang 
out in the ground for 
years,” he said. “We just 
need to be patient.”

Burn scar:
Continued from A1

Drought slows invasives

Burn scar provides research 
opportunities

The burn scar, while a reminder of a difficult event for 
local producers and land managers, is also a prime wild-
fire research opportunity. Studies span across disciplines, 
including rangeland, wildlife and economics, said Jaycie 
Arndt, assistant research scientist with the University 
of Wyoming’s Institute for Managing Annual Grasses 
Invading Natural Ecosystems based in Sheridan.

A graduate student in the IMAGINE program at 
Sheridan College is studying biomass clippings inside and 
outside of the House Draw fire burn scar to collect data 
on exactly how vegetation is growing back after a wild-
fire event. The University of Wyoming’s Merkle Research 
Group studying movement ecology and conservation 
will follow 75 collared mule deer whose habitat is in and 
around the burn scar to determine how the animals are 
adjusting their utilization of the landscape. Arndt said that 
study will continue through 2028. 

And the university’s Department of Agricultural and 
Applied Economics is studying the fire’s economic impacts.

“This is kind of a transition zone between true sage-
brush steppe and the Great Plains,” Arndt said. “Frankly, 
there hasn’t been a fire like this for folks to see what 
recovery looks like in those grassland-sagebrush transition 
zones. So I think it’s just a really cool opportunity to keep 
learning from it.”

on the last Wednesday evening of the month. 
The Johnson County Senior Citizen Service 

District provides financial support to senior 
services throughout the county, including the 
Kaycee Health Forum and the Buffalo Senior 
Center. The board meets on the first Monday of 
each month.

The Clear Creek Conservation District has 
three terms that expire this year. The board 
meets the third Tuesday of each month at 6 
p.m. According to its website, the district’s 
mission is to promote and provide for the 
conservation of “Johnson County’s natural 
resources, agricultural heritage and resource 
base,” as well as many other related goals 
for the protection of Johnson County and 
Wyoming’s environmental and economic 
resources.

The Powder River Conservation District has 
two terms that expire this year. According to 
its website, the district provides “the leader-
ship to initiate the necessary programs that 
will meet the people’s needs for the conser-
vation of natural resources within Southern 
Johnson County.” 

One of the two fire districts in the county, 
the Powder River Fire District, has two seats 
that expire this year. The district meets on the 
second Wednesday of every month.

The other fire district, Johnson County Fire 
District No. 1, has two terms expiring this 
year. The board meets the second Wednesday 
in November, January, March, May, July and 
September.

The Johnson County Rural Health Care 
District has three terms expiring this year. The 
district oversees aspects of emergency medical 
services in the county. The board meets on the 
second Monday of every month at 4 p.m.

The Johnson County Cemetery District 
has three members whose terms expire this 
year. The district oversees two cemeteries in 
Johnson County: Willow Grove Cemetery in 
Buffalo and Kaycee Cemetery just outside the 
town of Kaycee. The Cemetery District meets 
the second Tuesday of every month.

Potential candidates should file with the 
county clerk, located in the Johnson County 
Courthouse, 76 N. Main St. 

Nonpartisan:
Continued from A1

Filing closes Aug. 24

Expiring board seats
Johnson County School District #1

Chairman - Travis Pearson
Treasurer - Casey Curtright
Trustee - Dave Belus
Trustee - Marcia Goddard
Trustee - Katie Engling
Trustee - Tamatha Grabin

Cemetery District 
Vice President - Liz Graves
Member - Dr. Luke Goddard
Member - Sheila Camino

Clear Creek Conservation District
Chairman - Ryan Fieldgrove
Vice Chairman - Jayson Foss
Treasurer - Virginia Watt

Hospital District 
Treasurer - Tom Holt
Member - Alecia Kozisek
Member - Rich Griffith

Johnson County Senior Citizen 
Service District

Chairman - Mark Alan Wilson
Member - Margaret Fraley
Member - Karen Buffington

Powder River Conservation District
Member - Kevin Lund
Member - Thomas Harlan

Rural Health Care District
President - Britni Camino
Treasurer - Dr. Mark Schueler
Member - Adam Michelena

Powder River Fire District
Member - Bryce Perry
Member - Matt Carr

Johnson County Fire District # 1
Member - Paul Kozisek
Member - Kirk Strom

Around the town
Community blood 
drives planned

Vitalant Blood Donation 
is holding two blood drives 
in Buffalo in August. 
Vitalant is the majority 
blood supplier to local hos-
pitals in Wyoming. There 
is currently a critical 
shortage for type O blood 
and an urgent need for all 
other blood types.

Vitalant will host a 
blood drive from 9:30 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
Aug. 12 at Johnson County 
Healthcare Center in the 
Lake Angeline room. 

Another blood drive is 
scheduled for 10:15 a.m. 
to 5:45 p.m. Monday, Aug. 

17 at the Johnson County 
Fairgrounds in the com-
munity building.

To schedule a donation 
time, Vitalant website: 
donors.vitalant.org or call 
Annie at  (406) 860-6007. 

Kaycee hires animal 
control officer

Kaycee has hired 
Kenny Brock as the 
town’s new animal con-
trol officer. 

Brock’s main responsi-
bilities will include deal-
ing with loud domestic 
animals at large and pro-
hibited livestock.

Livestock are general-
ly allowed within town 

limits, though roosters 
and pigs are prohibited. 
Domestic animals found 
at large are not kenneled, 
as that option isn’t cur-
rently available. Instead, 
owners are cited.

“With this hire, we 
hope to alleviate the cov-
erage for our two sheriff 
deputies across southern 
Johnson County,” Town 
Clerk Kris LeDoux said. 

Animal-related issues, 
including frequent com-
plaints about dogs at 
large and barking dogs, 
have long been a con-
cern in Kaycee. Prior to 
Brock’s hire, LeDoux said 
these matters were han-
dled by sheriff’s deputies. 


