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Sweet deals 
for your feet!
April 11 and 12 only!

 

10% off 
already marked down shoes

Take an additional

Save 20% 

off our entire in-stock shoe inventory

During an emergency, Johnson 
County will now broadcast 
communications via the Buffalo 
Baptist Church’s radio station, 
KBTG 88.3 FM.

Johnson County commissioners 
approved a memorandum of under-
standing between the county and the 
church during its April 1 meeting 
for use of the station in the event of 
an emergency. 

The county used to work with 
local radio stations operated by Big 
Horn Mountain Radio Network – 
KBBS, Kix 96.5 and the Peak – for its 
emergency communications, until 
stations went dark in September.

“Our options are fairly limited,” 
Jimmy Cataline, the county’s emer-
gency manager, told commissioners.

The church’s FM radio station 

reaches Buffalo and most of its sur-
roundings. Cataline said that the 
department considered contracting 
with Sheridan Media but that he was 
concerned that getting to Sheridan 
during an emergency would be diffi-
cult.

“Ideally, if this partnership works 
out, I would really like to investi-
gate some either hazard mitigation 
grant monies or some Homeland 
Security monies in the future that 
we can potentially bolster the net-
work and be able to reach farther 
down towards Kaycee,” he said. 
“Ultimately, I just want to get this 
started.”

The county would use the radio 
station during an emergency or 
other major event. 

As part of the previous agreement 
with Big Horn Mountain Radio 
Network, the county installed emer-

gency generators purchased using 
a Homeland Security grant at the 
radio station. Those backup genera-
tors will be installed at the church.

The county will cover the cost 
to install the backup generators 
using funds budgeted for a public 
safety radio infrastructure project, 
Cataline said. He noted that Pastor 
John Beck and the church congre-
gation were on board. The station 
plays Christian music and broad-
casts Beck’s sermons from the prior 
week.

“They wanted to make sure we 
weren’t going to come in and just 
hijack their radio station, which, 
I assured them, that’s not our goal 
here,” Cataline said. “We wanted a 
partnership with them and use it as 
an emergency resource, and they 
understand the community outreach 
and the importance of that.”

County contracts with church for emergency comms
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From right, Cory Hernandez helps load Aaron Schwartz and Richard Hoon onto the lift on Sunday, at Meadowlark 
Ski Lodge. Patrons enjoyed the last day of skiing before the ski lodge closed for the season. 

One last run

Habitat for Humanity of the Eastern Bighorns, 
based in Sheridan, has relaunched a home repair 
program that will now also serve Johnson County 
residents.

The program is designed to provide essential 
home repairs that allow eligible homeowners, 
particularly those 50 and older, to safely remain 
in their homes, according to a press release from 
the organization. Repairs can include necessary 
improvements, such as weatherization, handicap 
alterations and safety improvements. Christine 
Dieterich, Habitat’s executive director, said that 
Habitat of the Eastern Bighorns received approv-
al a couple of weeks ago from Habitat’s national 
organization to expand into Johnson County. 

The expansion has been the result of a two-year 
process, she said. While Habitat has the approval 
to offer all of its programs in Johnson County, 
expanding the home-repair program was its main 
priority. Several Johnson County residents have 
been on a waiting list for the program for the past 
couple of years, she said.

“We’re excited to expand this program into 
Johnson County and help even more homeown-
ers stay safe and comfortable in the homes they 
love,” Dieterich said. “Every repair we make is 
about more than just fixing a house — it’s about 
supporting our neighbors and strengthening our 
community.”

Dieterich said the organization hopes to com-
plete 10 projects this year. To qualify, an applicant 
must own their home, make 30% to 80% of their 
area’s median income and pay their property 
taxes every year. The home must also be a perma-
nent structure.

Previous projects have included everything 
from adding handicap ramps to fixing plumbing. 

Beyond the home-repair program, Dieterich 
said, the organization is staying open to opportu-
nities for expanding some of the other programs 
it has in Sheridan, such as the homeownership 
program and housing land trust. Those programs 
offer families the opportunity to become home-
owners at a more affordable price. To bring those 
programs to Johnson County would require the 
right pieces of land, however.

“If an opportunity presents itself for those tradi-
tional homeownership (programs), we will consid-
er it,” Dieterich said. “But it has to make sense.”

Homeowners interested in the repair program 
are encouraged to visit https://www.sheridan-
habitat.org/a-brush-with-kindness or contact Dan 
Poppell, the homeowner service specialist, at 307-
672-3848, ext. 3.
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