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PM t-storms
High 86°/Low 67°

Thurs. July 16  
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Partly cloudy
High 90°/Low 69°

Fri. July 17 
Partly cloudy

High 90°/Low 68°

Sat. July 18 
PM t-storms

High 89°/Low 65°

Sun. July 19
Isolated t-storms

High 85°/Low 62°

Mon. July 20 
Partly cloudy

High 82°/Low 62°

Tues. July 21 
Mostly cloudy

High 76°/Low 62°

Wed. July 22 
Mostly sunny

High 80°/Low 62°

Thurs. July 23 

$3.00
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Certified nursing assistant Daya Olson assists a resident at Amie Holt Care Center. Olson 
chose to be a CNA because she enjoys interacting with and caring for residents. 

For the first time since the Lake 
DeSmet Counties Coalition dissolved in 
2012, Sheridan County is using its allo-
cation of stored water in the reservoir, 
the lake’s operations manager told the 
Johnson County Commission at its most 
recent meeting.

Paul Mavrakis, Lake DeSmet opera-
tions manager, said that at the time of 
the dissolution, Sheridan County was 
allocated 2,500 acre feet of stored water to 
be used at its discretion. 

“Since that time, they haven’t touched 
it until this year,” Mavrakis told com-
missioners at their July 7 meeting. “This 
year with how dry it is, how the Lower 
Clear Creek Irrigation District people 
were not able to fully refill their water 
rights, they have now asked to start 
using that 2,500 acre feet.”

In early July, Sheridan County started 
withdrawing 10 cubic feet per second, 
or 20 acre feet of water a day. Mavrakis 
clarified that 2,500 acre feet equals 
roughly 3,200 surface acres of water, 

meaning Sheridan’s allocation, if used in 
full, would draw the lake down less than 
a foot. According to the Wyoming Water 
Development Office, Lake DeSmet has 
196,027 acre feet of active water storage 
and is fed by Piney Creek, Clear Creek 
and Boxelder Creek.

Sheridan County Commission 
Chairwoman Christi Haswell said that 
the county does not plan to use its entire 
allocation of water in Lake DeSmet. What 
it does release will be used for the town 
of Clearmont’s greenspace, downstream 
irrigators and for fire, if needed.

“We worked with Paul to figure out 
something a little more conservative, 
because if we were to use all that and 
we don’t get any rain and the lake 
doesn’t get filled again, we wouldn’t 
want to be out of all of that,” she said in 
an interview.

Sheridan’s use of its water allocation 
is part of a larger trend of water use in 
Lake DeSmet this year. Mavrakis told 
the Bulletin in June that the lake is 
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The receded shoreline of Lake DeSmet is visible on Sunday.  

After the school year ends, the job market 
opens up to high school students who have 
the summer months free from their respon-
sibilities in the classroom. In Wyoming, the 
percentage of employed teenagers ages 15 
to 19 runs much higher than the national 
average, with 58.7% being employed in 2023, 
according to the Wyoming Department of 
Workforce Services. 

Food service
In July 2025, the largest share of youth 

workers were employed through the leisure 
and hospitality industry, employing 25% 
(5.4 million) of youth workers nationally, 
according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Carter Dunn, upcoming Buffalo High 

School junior, works as a host at The 
Bozeman Trail Steakhouse, seating the 
guests and closing the bill once they are 
done with their meals. 

“My favorite part is probably doing credit 
cards because it’s kind of fun. You get to tap 
the screen and everything,” Dunn said. 

Dunn’s journey to tapping screens at 
Bozeman wasn’t easy, as he said that many 
businesses did not call him back when he 
first inquired about a job. It wasn’t until 
Dunn’s mother pushed him to keep trying 
that he found work at Bozeman. 

“I thought it was annoying, but I get what 
she was doing now. You need to go do that 
stuff, otherwise you won’t get hired. You 
need to put yourself out there,” he said. 

Dunn was not alone in his difficult job 
search, as approximately 7 in 10 unem-
ployed youth ages 16 to 24 were looking for 

For the first time in Wyoming 
history, the Legislature’s Select 
Committee on School Finance 
Recalibration has continued to 
meet even after the state has passed 
a recalibrated school funding 
model.

The committee’s main priorities 
during the legislative interim are 
to address areas of the school fund-
ing model that weren’t addressed in 
the school finance recalibration bill 
passed earlier this year, and one of 
the major issues is how food ser-
vice should be 
addressed in 
the funding 
model. 

Food ser-
vice has never 
been included 
in the school 
funding 
model despite 
most districts 
pulling thou-
sands to even 
millions of 
dollars from 
their general 
fund budgets 
to support 
their meal 
programs. 

Johnson County School District 
No. 1 Superintendent Charles 
Auzqui said that the district typi-
cally uses general fund money to 
support one-third of its food service 
budget each year, about $300,000, 
with the rest of the food service 
budget coming from federal fund-
ing, student fees and donations. 
The district served nearly 105,000 
meals during the 2025-26 school 
year (18,646 breakfasts and 86,322 
lunches). Based on that figure, the 
district must subsidize each meal 
with about $2.85. 

Auzqui said that while ensuring 
students are fed supports better 
learning outcomes, using money 
from the general fund to support 
the food service program takes 
away from other line items in the 
district’s budget. That’s why he 
believes it’s necessary for the state 
to provide some level of funding to 
support food service programs in 
public schools.

Much of Wyoming was hot-
ter than Dallas on Sunday as 
record-breaking heat blasted 
the Cowboy State. 

Buffalo and Sheridan 
set all-time record highs 
Sunday as a historic heat 
wave swept across the state. 
Buffalo reached 105 degrees, 
breaking the city’s previous 
all-time record of 104 degrees 
set in 2021, according to the 
National Weather Service’s 
daily climate report. 

Sheridan climbed even 
higher, hitting 109 degrees 
and shattering its old record 
of 107 degrees set four times, 
most recently in June and 
July 2021.

The National Weather 
Service had issued an 
Extreme Heat Warning 
for most of the state for 
Saturday through Tuesday, 
warning that dangerously 
hot conditions and potential 
daily record highs, and all-
time records, were likely 
across the region.

Taylor Wittmann, a mete-
orologist with the NWS 
Riverton office, said that the 
extreme heat was caused by 
a “heat bubble just sitting 
right over us.” 
Wittman said that the bubble 
of high pressure bubble traps 
accumulated daytime heat 
near the ground, causing 
unusually high overnight 
temperatures, which in turn 
cause even hotter daytime 
temperatures.

“We started the day really 
warm on Sunday,” Wittman 
said. “It was 100 degrees in 
Buffalo between 11 a.m. and 
noon. So when you start the 
day that warm, that makes 
it possible to hit those high 
temperatures.”

The Buffalo city pool 
filled up quickly Saturday 
and Sunday as families 
sought relief from the heat. 
Lake DeSmet and Tie Hack 
Reservoir were also popular, 
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Summer job market 
welcomes teenage workers

BY DAPHNE LAVIGNE
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“Our No. 1 
priority is 
taking care of 
kids when they 
are with us, 
and feeding 
kids is one of 
the most 
critical things 
we do.”
— Charles 
Auzqui, Johnson 
County School 
District No. 1 
Superintendent



Buffalo Bulletin - 07/16/2026 Page : A17

July 15, 2026 1:00 pm (GMT -6:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

 Buffalo Bulletin - July 16, 2026 - A17buffalobulletin.com

130 S. Main St. Buffalo, WY 82834 | (307) 684-2008 | wagesgroup.com
312 Whitney Ln., Sheridan, WY 82801

Attorneys at law

Experienced 
Estate Planning

Inventory
Clearance

ON NOW!
Sale

of kids when they are with us, and 
feeding kids is one of the most criti-
cal things we do,” he said.

One reason state lawmakers have 
opposed funding additional school 
nutrition programs is that districts 
already have the option to partici-
pate in the National School Lunch 
Program. Through the federal pro-
gram, participating schools receive 
cash reimbursements for each quali-
fying meal they serve. In return, they 
must meet federal nutrition standards 
and provide free or reduced-price 
meals to students who qualify based 
on household income. While partic-
ipation is voluntary and not every 
Wyoming school district enrolls, most 
do, including Johnson County School 
District No. 1.

However, the district and many 
others throughout the state are not 
reimbursed enough through the 
federal program, combined with the 
amount they charge per meal, to 
cover the cost to provide meals to stu-
dents. 

That isn’t uncommon, as 63.1% 
of school nutrition directors sur-

veyed as part of the School Nutrition 
Association’s 2025-26 school year 
report said the national school break-
fast program’s reimbursement rates 
were not sufficient to cover the cost of 
producing a breakfast and 69.6% said 
they were not sufficient to cover the 
costs of producing a lunch.

The committee’s consideration 
of adding food service into the 
school funding model is assumed 
to be motivated, in large part, by 
a ruling handed down by Judge 
Peter Froelicher in 2025 in a lawsuit 
brought by the Wyoming Education 
Association. Though the state has 
appealed the ruling, Froelicher 
ruled in favor of the WEA that the 
state has unconstitutionally under-
funded public education in the state. 
In particular, Froelicher agreed 
with the WEA that the state must 
fund schools’ food service programs.

Auzqui said that he is “feeling 
optimistic” that food service will be 
added to the school funding model 
ahead of the 2027-28 school year. One 
way the state could support food ser-
vice programs would be to fund food 

service worker salaries and benefits, 
he said. For Johnson County School 
District No. 1, that’s projected to 
cost about $588,770 in the 2026-27 
school year.

Auzqui said, however, that food 
service isn’t the only line item in 
district budgets around the state 
that isn’t included in the funding 
model. For example, districts are 
statutorily required to run annu-
al audits and maintain liability 
and building insurance, costing 
Johnson County School District No. 
1 upwards of $280,000 annually, yet 
they receive no funding for those 
line items in the school funding 
model. 

Districts are still able to afford 
those necessary items because the 
school funding model is given in a 
block grant, but based on changes 
to the funding model this year, the 
model has lost a lot of its previous 
flexibility. Without budgetary flex-
ibility, Auzqui said, the state will 
need to provide funding specifical-
ly for all of the required areas of 
school operations that districts are 
required to meet.

Food service:
Continued from A1

Fed reimbursement falls short
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The Legislature’s Select Committee on School Finance Recalibration is continuing to discuss how food service 
should be addressed in the state’s eduation funding model.  

“lower than it’s been in a long time.” The reservoir 
has still been able to accommodate irrigators and 
recreationists alike despite the low snowpack and 
drought conditions that have stressed other reser-
voirs and streams around the county.

Mavrakis told the commission that as of July 7, 
he has released 7,000 acre feet of water from the lake. 
Releases started on May 16. Last year, in total, the 
lake released 9,800 acre feet starting on July 3, he 
said. 

“The lake is already lower than when we started to 
refill it,” Mavrakis said at the meeting. 

Mavrakis told the commission at its meeting that 
the lake is at 4,608 feet of elevation. He said that the 
ideal water elevation at the lake is 4,613 feet.

“It’s likely going to keep going down at least anoth-
er couple of feet this year,” he said. “It’s a great year 
to build a boat ramp on the north end, but it’s going 
to look vastly different out there this year.”

Johnson County commissioners questioned wheth-
er the county could and should charge Sheridan 
County a fee for Mavrakis’ time managing the water. 
Mavrakis releases water twice a week, a process that 
takes a few hours

 to stabilize and adjust water. Releases benefit 
Sheridan County and the lake’s other water-right 
holders.

As part of the counties’ coalition dissolu-
tion agreement, Johnson County cannot charge 
Sheridan County for water storage, Johnson County 
Commission Chairman Bill Novotny said.

“So the taxpayers of Johnson County are incurring 
your time to monitor their water, report their water, 
maintain the lake, but there was no stipulation that 
we couldn’t charge them for your time to go out and 
release their water,” Novotny told Mavrakis at the 
meeting.

Johnson County and Prosecuting Attorney Tucker 
Ruby said that the agreement doesn’t specify that 
Johnson County cannot charge for administration of 
Sheridan County’s water storage at the lake.

“It really comes down to you guys,” Ruby told com-
missioners. “... This is an unprecedented year, it’s an 
unprecedented situation. It may benefit from some 
conversation commission to commission, or however 
you’d like to do that.”

Commissioners Jeff Shelley and Steve Kozisek 
agreed that it would be beneficial to meet with 
Sheridan County and said that if Sheridan County 
is selling water to users that Johnson County should 
impose a fee. Haswell said that Sheridan County is 
not charging users for the water and that she is grate-
ful to be able to collaborate with the county on water 
use in Lake DeSmet.

The cities of Sheridan and Buffalo are working 
together on a Level II feasibility study on the viability 
of Lake DeSmet serving as an alternative regional 
water source for both communities.

“With the dry year and the Elk fire, water is 
always at the forefront, but especially this year 

Water:
Continued from A1
Levels low


