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The Church Directory is sponsored by these community-minded businesses.

Nick Smith, CFP® ChFC®
307.684.1300

agentnicksmith.com

Big Horn Baptist Church -

Buffalo Baptist Church -

Calvary Chapel Buffalo -
Church of Christ -

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints -

First United Methodist Church - -

Grace Fellowship - -

House of Prayer Apostolic Pentecostal Church -

Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses -

Christ the King Evangelical Lutheran Church (Wisconsin Synod) - 

New Life Assembly of God - 

-

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church -
-

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church - 

St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church - 

Seventh-day Adventist Church -

St. John The Baptist Catholic Church - 

appointment. 
Union Congregational United Church of Christ -

 – 
-

Clearmont

Clearmont Community Church -

St. Mary Church -
Kaycee

All Soul’s Episcopal Church -

First Southern Baptist Chapel -

Grace Mission Baptist Church -

St. Hubert Church -
 - 

Story
The Homeplace Cowboy Church - 

Grace Chapel - 

Our Lady of the Pines -

385 E. Hart Street
Buffalo, WY 

684-7493

HARDWARE

BUFFALO

Honor your loved one 
with a donation to St. Francis 

stfrancisanimalshelter.org
Serving All of Johnson County

Bottled Water 
and Water Treatment

Sales-Service-Rentals
(307) 672-7606

wyowaterproducts.com

Johnson County
Title Co., Inc.

25 N. Main
684-5517

307-684-2223
58 N. Lobban 

Buffalo, WY 82834
www.buffalobulletin.com
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BUFFALO 
BULLETIN

The Voice of 
Johnson County Since 1884

“Quality machinery 
and Customer care 

from the heart”

2450 Heartland Drive
Sheridan, Wy 82801

307-672-8011
www.heartlandkubota.com

Local Churches and Worship Services

Buffalo Computer

Consulting
733 Fort St.

684-2272 370 S. 
Bypass Rd.  
684-2231

BUCKINGHAM
LUMBER CO.

Swett 
Equity 
Accounting
LLC

This space 
could 

be working 
for you. 

Call Us Today! 
307-684-2223

This space 
could 

be working 
for you. 

Call Us Today! 
307-684-2223

235 S. Main St. Ste. A
Buffalo, WY

(next to the Movie Theater)

278-0300

This space 
could 

be working 
for you. 

Call Us Today! 
307-684-2223

This space 
could 

be working 
for you. 

Call Us Today! 
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This space 
could 

be working 
for you. 

Call Us Today! 
307-684-2223

OBITUARIES

Funeral services for Judy 
Dobbin, 83-year-old Buffalo resi-
dent who passed away Sunday at 
the Johnson County Healthcare 
Center will be held at 10 a.m. 
Friday, July 31 at the Harness 
Funeral Home Chapel in Buffalo 
with Pastor Anne Knighten 
officiating. Interment will be in 
Willow Grove Cemetery with 
graveside services to follow the 

funeral. Visitation will be held at 
the funeral home from 1 to 9 p.m. 
on Thursday. A reception will 
be held following the graveside 
at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 
in Buffalo. Donations in Judy’s 
memory may be made to the 
Suzie Bowling Lawrence Hospice 
at 497 W. Lott in Buffalo. Online 
condolences may be made at 
harnessfuneralhome.com.

Judy Dobbin
May 27, 1943 – July 26, 2026

Johnson County’s Willow Grove 
Cemetery has a new kind of final resting 
place available for reservation.

The Johnson County Cemetery 
District board discussed its new colum-
barium at its July 14 meeting. A colum-
barium is a wall that houses cremated 
remains in compartments called niches. 

At Willow Grove, there will initially be 
two columbariums, each with 32 niches, 
said Sexton Shawn Sullivan. Each niche 
can hold up to two cremains. 

The district’s decision to offer a new 
burial option is in line with burial trends 
in Wyoming, Sullivan said. Cremation 
rates have increased in Wyoming in the 
past several years, with nearly 80% of 
residents choosing to be cremated at the 
time of death, according to the National 
Funeral Directions Association.

“Families aren’t being buried in the 
same cemetery anymore,” Sullivan said 
at the district meeting. “Now, it’s just 
mom and dad. Kids are going away; they 
don’t live close, they may only get here 
three to four years at a time to do any 
kind of grave maintenance.”

A niche in the columbarium is a low 
maintenance option that will be open to 
both residents and nonresidents, board 
member Liz Graves said.

“The benefit I see for people to choose 
the columbarium is there’s no mainte-
nance for them, they don’t have to worry 
about family coming later on to take care 
of a gravesite or family dies out, it’s a 
maintenance-free thing,” she said. “It’s a 

one-time, one and done thing.”
The board voted to charge $300 for 

residents for a space in the columbarium 
with no opening or closing fees and $600 
for those who do not pay property taxes 
in the county with a $75 fee for each 
opening and closing. Engraving will be 
the responsibility of the owner, and the 
board can object to offensive content.

The columbarium has been in the 
works since 2021, according to previous 
Bulletin reporting. The niche walls, ship-
ping, concrete, outside labor, landscaping 
and other associated costs totaled $53,636 
for the district.

Purchasing a niche rather than a cem-
etery plot is an option associated with 
less maintenance, Sullivan said in an 
interview. Cemetery staff maintain the 
cemetery and individual plots, but, tradi-
tionally, families also visited their loved 
ones’ graves and made improvements 
periodically.

“As we move farther away from our 
hometowns, it makes it much harder to 
come back to those places,” Sullivan said. 
“... We believe that cremation is on the 
rise as a trend in our culture, so we’re 
trying to be more accommodating to that 
trend.”

The Kaycee Cemetery will also have 
a columbarium installed. Sullivan said 
that while cemetery district staff work on 
a fence project in Kaycee, they will also 
work on installation of the columbarium. 

“I think you guys will see this pick up at 
some speed, and you guys will be purchas-
ing some more columbariums in the years 
to come,” Sullivan told the board. “I expect 
this to sell out very quickly, honestly.”

Cemetery adds columbarium for cremains
BY ALEX HARGRAVE

alex@buffalobulletin.com

Dobbin
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Kelley Spencer relax with her children Charlotte and Leo along with other mothers and 
their kids at the Buffalo City Park on Tuesday.

Seeking shade


