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Scattered t-storms
High 79°/Low 66°

Thurs. July 23  

Eight-day outlook provided by www.weather.com
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Sunny
High 95°/Low 70°

Fri. July 24 
Partly cloudy

High 97°/Low 70°

Sat. July 25 
Mostly sunny

High 96°/Low 68°

Sun. July 26 
Mostly sunny

High 92°/Low 67°

Mon. July 27 
Mostly sunny

High 93°/Low 67°

Tues. July 28 
Mostly sunny

High 91°/Low 66°

Wed. July 29 
Partly cloudy

High 88°/Low 66°

Thurs. July 30 

$3.00
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Marin Pierson practices the fiddle during the second day of the annual Bighorn Bluegrass Camp at Buffalo High 
School on Tuesday. The four day camp will conclude with a bluegrass concert during which the students will 
showcase what they learned during the camp. 

Fiddling around

At its regularly scheduled meeting on July 7, 
the Buffalo City Council approved the prelim-
inary plat for the Cornerstone Development, 
a development planned along South Williams 
Avenue west of South Bypass Road. 

Councilmen Wes Haskins, Mike Madden and 
Scott Madsen voted to approve the preliminary 

plat; Councilwoman 
Myra Camino was 
the lone no vote. 

Three Cross 
Properties submit-
ted the application 
for development, 
referred to as 
the Cornerstone 
Development, and 
the city’s Planning 
Commission recom-
mended approving 
the preliminary 
plat at its June 23 
meeting.

The city’s approv-
al of the prelimi-
nary plat means the 
applicants must still 
complete several 

steps, including annexation, rezoning and satis-
faction of all preliminary plat conditions before 
development can proceed. The annexation and 
rezone applications require decisions by both the 
Planning Commission and City Council, which 
will provide additional opportunities for public 
comment.

The preliminary plat includes plans for 25 lots, 

The Wyoming Department 
of Environmental Quality is 
advising that people and ani-
mals avoid portions of Lake 
DeSmet after discovery of a 
harmful bacteria.

The agency issued a recre-
ational use bloom advisory 
at Mikesell-Potts Recreation 

Area on July 15 due to the 
discovery of a harmful cya-
nobacteria bloom. Under 
the advisory, officials are 
advising that people and 
animals avoid contact with 
water in the vicinity of the 
bloom and especially avoid 
ingesting water in the area of 
the bloom. Boiling and other 
filtration treatments do not 
remove toxins.

Fish should be rinsed with 
clean water and only the filet 
portion should be eaten. If 
people, pets or livestock come 
into contact with the bloom, 
the environmental depart-
ment advises rinsing off with 
clean water as soon as possi-
ble and contacting a doctor or 

Johnson County Fair and 
Rodeo is creeping up quickly, 
with festivities starting on Friday. 
Community members can expect 
the 10-day event to follow the same 
schedule as usual, with the famil-
iar vibrant Western themes. 

Laci Schiffer, the Johnson 
County fair board president, 
said that one change will make 

a splash. 
“I think, hopefully, one of 

the highlights is going to be the 
gentleman from Sheridan (Dana 
Bowman) that jumps in with the 
American flag. That’s going to be a 
part of our grand entry this year,” 
Schiffer said. 

Bowman, who has been para-
chuting out of planes with an 
American flag to kickstart every 
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The Pole Creek Vegetation Management Plan includes several timber sales in progress and planning 
for future prescribed burning operations. The plan is meant to not only support the commercial timber 
industry but also to advance forest health objectives. 

Contractors are working on 
the Bighorn National Forest’s 
15-year Pole Creek Vegetation 
Management Project. 

The plan, for which a record 
of decision was signed in late 
November 2024, includes sever-
al timber sales in progress and 
planning for future prescribed 
burning operations, according to 
the forest’s Powder River District 
Ranger, Mike Thom. The total 
Pole Creek project area spans 
92,000 acres, which is potentially 
the largest fuels project on the 
forest to date. The targeted area 
is 20 miles west of Buffalo.

The project is part of a larger 
trend toward more proactive for-
est management practices to min-
imize a potential wildfire’s sever-
ity by reducing available fuels. 
The Forest Service has invested 

hundreds of millions of dollars in 
efforts to reduce risks associated 
with wildfire.

In an email, Thom said that 
sustainable timber harvest from 
national forests aligns with a 
Trump administration executive 
order, “Immediate Expansion of 
American Timber Production,” 
signed in March 2025.

“We are working more close-
ly than ever with loggers and 
wood products manufacturers to 
strengthen forest management 
and support prosperous rural 
communities,” Thom wrote in an 
email.

Operations at Pole Creek are 
meant to not only support the 
commercial timber industry but 
also to advance forest health 
objectives.

Past logging prescriptions and 

Safety concerns
City approves preliminary 

plat for new housing development, 
neighbors voice concerns

BY JEN SIEVE-HICKS
jen@buffalobulletin.com

“That whole 
neighborhood has 
a lot of kids riding 

their bikes; they’re 
all over the place. 

My main concern is 
safety. As a parent 

and homeowner, 
I do support 

responsible growth, 
but it must not 

compromise safety.”
— Jenny Southerland

CONCERNS
continued on page A12

Health advisory issued 
for Lake DeSmet

BY ALEX HARGRAVE
alex@buffalobulletin.com

ADVISORY
continued on page A12

County fair and rodeo 
approaching quickly 

BY DAPHNE LAVIGNE
collegeintern@buffalobulletin.com

FAIR
continued on page A12

Forest harvesting 
Pole Creek timber

BY ALEX HARGRAVE
alex@buffalobulletin.com

TIMBER
continued on page A12
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Royce Hampshire demonstrates his showmanship during the beef show at the 2025 Johnson County Fair. This year’s 
fair and rodeo week kicks off on Friday with the 4-H fabric and fashion show. 

Sheridan WYO Rodeo, will para-
chute into the Johnson County 
Fairgrounds ahead of the rodeo on 
Saturday. 

Other than the grand entrance, 
the fair and rodeo will be sticking 
to tradition, with the same events 
the community knows well. Sheep 
events will be held on Tuesday, goat 
and pig events will be on Wednesday 
and Thursday will be for cattle. 
Friday through Sunday will be 
rodeo-heavy days. 

“I think one of the highlights 
of the week is always the Tuesday 
night lamb feed and sheep lead  and 
stock dog trials. That’s kind of one of 
our biggest nights. Saturday, I think 
people really like to make a day out 
of it, doing the parade and then com-
ing out to the rodeo,” Schiffer said. 

Last year, the fair and rodeo host-
ed a live music dance, to replace 
the street dance that happened in 
Prosinski Park in previous years. 
After seeing how well attended the 
event was, the fair board will follow 
in last years’ footsteps and host a 
band on Friday. The Lead Slingers 
will begin playing at 7 a.m. in front 

of the pergola at the fairgrounds. 
The dance, along with the other 

rodeo events, will have food and 
drink stands on-site. Visitors can 
expect to see local food vendors such 
as Webber Grille, Papa Binos and 
Henry’s Kitchen. 

Rodeo-goers will not go hun-
gry because, along with the food 
vendors, the fair and rodeo hosts 
food feeds on the weekdays, which 
correlate to the events held that 
day. Tuesday night of sheep day 
is a lamb feed. Wednesday night 
of pig day features a pulled-pork 
feed. Hamburgers will be served on 
Thursday night of beef day. 

This will be the 141st Johnson 
County Fair and Rodeo, with tradi-
tions being passed down over many 
years. Fairgrounds facility manag-
er Casey Curtright said that many 
Wyoming fairs and rodeos have 
changed with time, leaving Buffalo 
as one of the only fair and rodeo 
events that hosts the animals on-site 
for the entire 10 days. 

Because of that, preparation at 
the fairgrounds is heavy. Curtright 
said it would not be as manageable 

without the help of volunteers and 
community members. 

“Sunday, they bring animals 
onto the grounds. Everything has to 
be inspected, weighed, checked in, 
assigned their pins. There’s a lot of 
movement out here,” Curtright said. 

While the fair and rodeo does 
not stray from the path, Curtright 
said that the community that has 
been involved in the event has not 
strayed either.  

“I think this is a big heritage piece 
in this community that people don’t 
really want to let go of. It’s rooted 
pretty deep here. We have families 
that say it’s their third or fourth gen-
eration of showing up and participat-
ing in the county fair,” Curtright said. 
“When you are here, you’re seeing 
people that you might only see once a 
year and you’re going to see them at 
the fair.”

The fair, although widely commu-
nity focused, also has a tourist appeal. 

“I think everyone should come to 
everything, of course,” Schiffer said. 
“Vegas has the NFR but this is the 
Johnson County NFR. It’s the best 
week of the year.”

Fair:
Continued from A1

Festivities start Friday

Concerns:
Continued from A1
Attainable housing
which constitutes Phase One of the project. Five 
of the lots are traditional single-family lots; 20 
are grouped into “quad complexes” that share 
a driveway. The layout allows the developer to 
maximize the use of the land while reducing 
infrastructure costs, helping it to meet its goal of 
offering homes at a more affordable price point 
than most houses currently on the local market. 
Buffalo Built presented several floor plans to the 
commission, including two-, three- and four-bed-
room designs.

The quad-complex housing concept is relative-
ly new to Buffalo, but “it does represent a valu-
able opportunity to introduce additional housing 
variety and expand single-family options within 
the neighborhood, both of which align with the 
city’s broader housing goals,” Brent Moore, 
the city’s contract planner with Interstate 
Engineering, told planning commission mem-
bers.

In its recommendation to the planning com-
mission, planning staff recommended approving 
the preliminary plat request with a number of 
conditions to be met. Most of the improvements 
address concerns from emergency services, the 
public works department and planning and zon-
ing staff. Some of those conditions include the 
addition of sidewalks by the developer along the 
property, at least two new fire hydrants and new 
utility water and sewer lines to meet expanded 
capacity needs along the street. 

The project team will also need to meet with 
the Public Works Department and Buffalo Fire 
Department throughout the process. Because of 
the lots’ design, Moore said, Buffalo Fire Chief 
Gomer Gammon expressed particular concern 
about emergency vehicle access to the two rear 
lots in each quad complex. 

Moore said that if the development goes for-
ward, the owner will have to provide a detailed 
site plan to show how fire and other emergency 
services will access homes. 

“Approval of the plat at this stage will allow 
the applicant to proceed with property purchase 
while staff continues rigorous review to ensure 
full compliance with code, public improve-
ment standards and the annexation and rezone 
requirements established under state law,” 
Moore said. 

At the City Council meeting, Camino echoed 
Gammon’s concerns.

Patrick and Jenny Southerland and Debbie 
Tippetts, who live near the proposed develop-
ment, expressed concerns about the proposal.

Jenny Southerland was primarily concerned 
with how increased traffic in the neighborhood 
could affect safety – particularly as it relates to 
children playing in the neighborhood. 

“That whole neighborhood has a lot of kids 
riding their bikes; they’re all over the place,” 
Jenny Southerland said. “My main concern is 
safety. As a parent and homeowner, I do support 
responsible growth, but it must not compromise 
safety.” 

The property is just outside city limits, mean-
ing it does not have a zoning designation yet, 
though the applicant is seeking a medium-densi-
ty residential zoning designation (R-2) in order 
to build the single-family homes on a slightly 
smaller lot size than low-density residential zon-
ing (R-1) allows, according to the application. 

Tristan Hepp, co-owner of Buffalo Built, said 
during the Planning Commission meeting that 
the company estimates that roughly 75% of the 
homes will sell anywhere from $250,000 for a 
two-bedroom, two-bathroom home up to $375,000 
for a three-bedroom, two-bathroom home.

The median listing price for homes in Buffalo 
in June was $497,000, according to Realtor.com.

veterinarian.
“While initial sampling and field reporting 

occurred at the Mikesell-Potts Recreation Area, the 
Bloom Advisory applies to the entire waterbody,” 
Rachel Eyres, HCB Program Coordinator with DEQ, 
wrote in an email. “Cyanobacteria blooms can rapid-
ly form, dissipate, and move to different areas of the 
lake depending on wind and water currents.”

An HCB advisory was last issued for Lake DeSmet 
in December 2021. That was the first report of a 
bloom on the lake, according to previous Bulletin 
reporting.

Cyanobacteria are naturally present in Wyoming 
waters, but they can explode into harmful blooms 
when specific environmental conditions align, Eyres 
said. These conditions include warm water tempera-
tures, abundant sunlight and calm, slow-moving or 
stagnant water.

“When you combine those physical conditions 
with nutrients already present in the waterbody, the 
bacteria can rapidly multiply into harmful floating 
blooms or thick mats along the bottom,” she said.

Blooms can resemble grass clippings, blue-green 
scum or spilled paint floating on the water surface, 
Eyres said. HCBs can also be dark green or brown 
mucous mats that detach from submerged surfaces, 
float to the surface and accumulate along shorelines 
or stream banks. In humans, symptoms of skin con-
tact or breathing in tiny droplets of water from an 
HCB include rash, eye irritation, nose irritation, 
sore throat and cough, according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. Ingestion of water 
or fish from an HCB include stomach pain, vomiting, 
diarrhea, headache, muscle weakness, dizziness and 
liver damage. 

Signs of illness in animals include vomiting, loss 
of energy, staggered walking, excessive drooling, 
difficulty breathing and tremors and seizures. Long-
term health effects of HCBs in humans and animals 
remain unclear, according to the CDC. 

The DEQ has 12 additional bloom advisories cur-
rently issued at other water bodies throughout the 
state. 

More information about cyanobacteria blooms is 
available at WyoHCBs.org. Suspected blooms can be 
reported at that website.

Bloom-related human or animal illnesses can be 
reported to the Wyoming Department of Health at 
https://tinyurl.com/3u92swz4. 

Advisory:
Continued from A1
Avoid contact

Timber:
Continued from A1

Area closures not expected
an absence of wildfire 
from the landscape have 
created monotypic stands 
in the Pole Creek area, 
which are primarily lodge-
pole pine between 130 and 
140 years old. According to 
the project’s environmen-
tal assessment, just 1% of 
the lodgepole pine trees 
in the area are at an early 
development stage. Thom 
said commercial thinning 
was last carried out in the 
area in the late 1970s. 

“These conditions have 
the potential to facilitate 
uncharacteristic fire 
behavior and pose a risk to 
forest resources and com-
munities,” the decision 
document says. “In addi-
tion to increased wildfire 
risk, the lodgepole pine 
forests of the area exist at 
a very high-risk level from 
potential large-scale moun-
tain pine beetle mortality.”

The goal of the timber 
sales and prescribed fires 
is to create a mosaic of 
forested stands that can be 
resilient to fires, insects 
and disease, Thom said.

“This creates healthier 
ecosystems that the pub-
lic can continue to utilize 
and enjoy,” he wrote in an 
email.

The U.S. Forest Service 
has found dwarf mistletoe 
and fungal rust disease in 
overstory trees in the area, 
Thom said. Dwarf mistle-
toe is a parasitic plant that 
infects coniferous trees, 
and rust diseases caused 
by fungi infect plants 
through their needles. 
Dead or dying trees are 
identifiable by off-color 

needles. 
“Harvesting of these 

stands will help reduce 
the risk of insect epidem-
ics and extreme wildfire 
behavior by creating a 
more diverse mix of forest 
structural stages,” Thom 
wrote in an email.

Another goal for the 
agency is to promote 
growth of aspen trees, 
which provide natural fuel 
breaks and wildlife habi-
tat, Thom said.

Timber sales in the 
project area kicked off 
last year. Several of the 
sales are administered 
by the Wyoming State 
Forestry Division through 
Good Neighbor Authority, 
which is an agreement 
that enables state agen-
cies to collaborate with 
the Forest Service on 
work across management 
boundaries.

The Nicks GNA timber 
sale on the southern end of 
Forest Road 31 was active 
this past winter, but the 
operator chose not to oper-
ate this summer, Thom 
said. The You Too timber 
sale awarded last fall sits 
just north of the Nicks 
sale. Logging operations 
haven’t started there yet, 
but the operator may start 
road reconstruction in the 
area this month.

The Little River GNA 
timber sale will be the 
next active sale in the 
project area, Thom said. 
Crews are thinning 
areas in the wildland-ur-
ban interface on Forest 
Service lands bordering 
private lands, structures, 

campgrounds and admin-
istrative facilities.

“Tied with WUI, the 
state is working through 
the Poison Creek GNA 
fuels/timber project,” 
Thom wrote in an email. 
“This project is fuels driv-
en, though utilizing com-
mercial timber as the tool 
to accomplish the work. 
We are working through 
the final surveys and clear-
ances before this one gets 
up and rolling.”

Crews are also setting 
up fire containment lines 
for future prescribed fire 
operations on the west 
side of Powder River Pass. 
Field work for prescribed 
burning, including wild-
life, botany, heritage, 
watershed and other 
resource surveys, is also 
ongoing. Thom said that 
the soonest prescribed 
burns would be imple-
mented on the Pole Creek 
project is 2027.

Addressing 
community concerns 

Ecological and recre-
ation advocates registered 
concerns with the Pole 
Creek Vegetation Plan 
with the Forest Service 
during the National 
Environmental Policy Act 
process in 2024. 

Adverse impacts of log-
ging and road construc-
tion on wildlife and their 
habitat were a source of 
objections to the plan for 
environmentally minded 
commenters. 

While temporary roads 
will be constructed to 
facilitate commercial 

harvest, the roads will be 
closed when operations 
are complete, Thom said. 
There will be no new per-
manent roads construct-
ed. Design features out-
lined in the forest’s objec-
tion response are imple-
mented as part of the plan 
to minimize impacts to 
resources, Thom noted.

Johnson County and the 
Powder Pass Nordic Club, 
which maintains nordic 
ski trails in the project 
area, also expressed con-
cerns about potential 
impacts to winter recre-
ation. During the objec-
tion process, the agency 
worked with the group to 
exclude some trail areas 
originally included in the 
plan and to implement a 
buffer around some trees 
to keep sunlight and wind 
from degrading snow con-
ditions on the system. 

Thom said that there 
are not currently any clo-
sures planned or in effect. 

“There has been delib-
erate communication 
with our recreation com-
munity throughout the 
planning process, and 
now into the implementa-
tion phase,” Thom wrote 
in an email. “The Little 
River GNA timber sale 
is in and near the Pole 
Creek Nordic trail sys-
tem, and the Wyoming 
State Division of Forestry 
and Forest Service have 
been communicating tim-
ing and implementation 
specifics with our local 
community partners.”


