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Draft land use plan to
be considered by county
planning commish

By ALex HARGRAVE
alex@buffalobulletin.com

A draft comprehensive
land use plan is set to be
presented to the Johnson
County Planning and
Zoning Commission at its
next meeting.

The county land use
plan steering committee,
composed of 17 county
residents of various back-
grounds, expertise and
geographic location, has
convened monthly since
September 2024. Contractor
Y2 Consultants wrote the
plan with the committee’s
guidance.

Johnson County’s plan-
ner, Jim Waller, said that
the plan, and its rollout,
aims to educate county resi-
dents about land use.

“The plan is saying what
is important to us and then
how to potentially go about
making sure that what’s
important to us is protect-
ed,” he said. “No one is

a trends and conditions
technical report. The
four overarching goals
outlined in the plan are:
preserve and protect nat-
ural resources, champion
character and way of life,
prepare for changes and
shifts and build county-
wide partnerships.

“It really does specify
why we all love to be here,”
Waller said of the vision
and goals. “We need to
have a future where we do
respect and appreciate —
and don’t contradict — our
rural character and way of
life.”

Every county in
Wyoming is required by
state statute to have a com-
prehensive land use plan.
A comprehensive plan cre-
ates an overall blueprint
for how a community will
grow. The county’s current
land use plan was adopted
in 2005.
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and conversations among
the members of the steer-

ing committee, guided the
direction of the document.

For that reason, the plan
emphasizes the impor-
tance of educating the pub-
lic about land use. Waller
said that this plan and its
rollout can show people
the tie between land use
planning and potential
land use conflicts, includ-
ing as data centers, gravel
pits and wind turbines, for
example.

“What we’re going to see
with the plan is hopefully
getting more education
out there, because if it
becomes important for us
to not allow agricultural
land to get gobbled up, we
have to figure out what to
do with land use,” he said.
“What to do with land use
should be driven by the
public, not (the) planning
and zoning (commission).”

The plan includes goals
and vision for the county,
future land use maps and

roads, and emergency
services.

“(Land use) is an emo-
tional issue, and I think
it’s a good plan,” Waller
said.

He said that having an
updated plan is important
when it comes to the coun-
ty’s collaboration with
other entities, such as fed-
eral land managers.

“Sometimes plans are
how we get to have good
conversations about land
use planning with other
entities,” Waller said.
“Without a plan, it makes
it difficult to have a seat at
the table.”

An example of that
necessity is the Biden
administration’s morato-
rium on coal leasing that
was eventually reversed
under the Trump adminis-
tration, Waller said.

“A plan can give you
that socioeconomic footing
to help take that natural
resource plan with con-
sideration so that federal
decisions don’t hurt the

county as badly,” he said.
The finalized draft will
be presented to the county
planning commission at its
meeting at 5 p.m. on Aug.
4 at the county planning
department at 26 North
DeSmet Avenue. Waller
said that the commission
most likely won’t vote to
approve the document at
this meeting but will set
timelines for its review and
schedule open house meet-
ings in Buffalo and Kaycee.
After the planning com-
mission’s approval, the
document will be submit-
ted to the Johnson County
Commission for review
and consideration.
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