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A draft comprehensive 
land use plan is set to be 
presented to the Johnson 
County Planning and 
Zoning Commission at its 
next meeting.

The county land use 
plan steering committee, 
composed of 17 county 
residents of various back-
grounds, expertise and 
geographic location, has 
convened monthly since 
September 2024. Contractor 
Y2 Consultants wrote the 
plan with the committee’s 
guidance.

Johnson County’s plan-
ner, Jim Waller, said that 
the plan, and its rollout, 
aims to educate county resi-
dents about land use.

“The plan is saying what 
is important to us and then 
how to potentially go about 
making sure that what’s 
important to us is protect-
ed,” he said. “No one is 
keen on putting in regula-
tion. Nothing in our goals 
equals regulation.”

Johnson 
County cur-
rently does 
not have 
zoning regu-
lations, which 
dictate how 
land can be 
used in spe-
cific areas. 
A survey of 
county resi-
dents did not 
yield a clear 
consensus on 
whether to 
implement 
land use 
regulations, 
according to 
a summary 
of the results. 
The survey, 
and conversations among 
the members of the steer-
ing committee, guided the 
direction of the document.

For that reason, the plan 
emphasizes the impor-
tance of educating the pub-
lic about land use. Waller 
said that this plan and its 
rollout can show people 
the tie between land use 
planning and potential 
land use conflicts, includ-
ing as data centers, gravel 
pits and wind turbines, for 
example.

“What we’re going to see 
with the plan is hopefully 
getting more education 
out there, because if it 
becomes important for us 
to not allow agricultural 
land to get gobbled up, we 
have to figure out what to 
do with land use,” he said. 
“What to do with land use 
should be driven by the 
public, not (the) planning 
and zoning (commission).”

The plan includes goals 
and vision for the county, 
future land use maps and 

a trends and conditions 
technical report. The 
four overarching goals 
outlined in the plan are: 
preserve and protect nat-
ural resources, champion 
character and way of life, 
prepare for changes and 
shifts and build county-
wide partnerships. 

“It really does specify 
why we all love to be here,” 
Waller said of the vision 
and goals. “We need to 
have a future where we do 
respect and appreciate — 
and don’t contradict — our 
rural character and way of 
life.”

Every county in 
Wyoming is required by 
state statute to have a com-
prehensive land use plan. 
A comprehensive plan cre-
ates an overall blueprint 
for how a community will 
grow. The county’s current 
land use plan was adopted 
in 2005.

The future land use map 
is not regulatory either, 
but it identifies areas that 
are either more or less 

suitable for 
development 
and functions 
as a consis-
tent reference 
for land use 
decisions, 
subdivision 
review and 
coordinat-
ed growth, 
according 
to the docu-
ment. Certain 
areas were 
identified 
as “growth 
areas” based 
on proximity 
to existing 
infrastruc-
ture, includ-
ing paved 

roads, and emergency 
services. 

“(Land use) is an emo-
tional issue, and I think 
it’s a good plan,” Waller 
said. 

He said that having an 
updated plan is important 
when it comes to the coun-
ty’s collaboration with 
other entities, such as fed-
eral land managers. 

“Sometimes plans are 
how we get to have good 
conversations about land 
use planning with other 
entities,” Waller said. 
“Without a plan, it makes 
it difficult to have a seat at 
the table.”

An example of that 
necessity is the Biden 
administration’s morato-
rium on coal leasing that 
was eventually reversed 
under the Trump adminis-
tration, Waller said.

“A plan can give you 
that socioeconomic footing 
to help take that natural 
resource plan with con-
sideration so that federal 
decisions don’t hurt the 

county as badly,” he said.  
The finalized draft will 

be presented to the county 
planning commission at its 
meeting at 5 p.m. on Aug. 
4 at the county planning 
department at 26 North 
DeSmet Avenue. Waller 
said that the commission 
most likely won’t vote to 
approve the document at 
this meeting but will set 
timelines for its review and 
schedule open house meet-
ings in Buffalo and Kaycee.

After the planning com-
mission’s approval, the 
document will be submit-
ted to the Johnson County 
Commission for review 
and consideration. 
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Attorneys at law

Experienced 
Estate Planning

Kevin Wilson, M.Ed., CPT is a retired Division Chief 

after 37 years, first as a volunteer and then 35 years 

for Poudre Fire Authority in Fort Collins, Colorado. 

He received his B.S. in Adult Education and M.Ed. in 

Human Resource Development/Organization Devel-

opment from Colorado State University.

I love preaching the word of God. I began my educa-

tion at San Jose Bible College, where I met my wife, 

Paula. We married and moved to Colorado, where I 

completed my education at Colorado State Universi-

ty with a bachelor’s degree in adult education and a 

Master of Education in human resource development/

organization development.

I worked for the Fort Collins Fire Department for 37 

years, retired as the Fire Marshal, and then began a 

new career teaching at Ridgeview Classical Schools 

for 12 years. I began preaching while in Bible college 

at the age of 17. My preaching never stopped and con-

tinues to this day. I have been preaching for 16 years 

at the High Plains Church of Christ in Cheyenne, 

Wyoming. I have four grown children 

and five granddaughters. I love to fish at Peterson 

Lake in Poudre Canyon.

That’s why everyone is invited to the annual 

Gospel Meeting hosted by the Church 

of Christ, Sunday, August 2, through 

Wednesday, August 5.

Our speaker, Mr. Kevin Wilson of Cheyenne, 

Wyoming, will present a series of messages 

centered on the theme of spiritual renewal 

through the gospel.

Theme: “Renewing your spiritual life”

Sunday AM Class - “Intro to Renewing Your 

Relationship with God”

Sunday AM Sermon - “Renew Your 

Relationship with God”

Sunday PM Sermon - “Renew Your Trust 

     in God” 

Monday PM Class - “Renew Your Values”

Tuesday PM Class - “Renew Your 

Commitment”

Wednesday PM Class - “Renew Your 

Confidence in God’s Care”

Whether you’re young or old, we all need the 

encouragement of God’s word. Please join us 

for this special opportunity to hear the gospel 

message preached, and to be encouraged in our 

Christian lives.

THERE ARE SIMPLE STEPS FOR RENEWING YOUR SPIRITUAL LIFE

Church of Christ
1100 Fort St. | Buffalo, WY 82834 | 307-620-9218 

cocbuffalowy.com | buffalococ@outlook.com

Buffalo Wy Church of Christ

Dates and Times:

Sunday, August 2  – Wednesday, August 5

10 a.m., 11 a.m., and 7 p.m.

Monday – Wednesday evenings at 7 p.m.

Please plan to attend our picnic in the City Park 

at 1 p.m. on August 2 near the train engine.

“It really does 
specify why we 
all love to be 
here. We need 
to have a future 
where 
we do respect 
and appreciate 
— and don’t 
contradict 
– our rural 
character and 
way of life.” 
– Jim Waller, 
county planner
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Jennifer Romanoski chats with moviegoers as they arrive for the free movie screening of “The West in 1776” by the Jim Gatch-
ell Memorial Museum at Buffalo Theater on July 22. The theater was full and extra chairs needed to be arranged to accommo-
date viewers.  

On the big screen
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School briefs
Miller named to honor roll

Kylie Miller of Buffalo has been 
named to the spring 2026 dean’s list at 
the University of Alaska Fairbanks. 
Miller is the daughter of Shawn and 
RaeLynn Miller.

Local students earn 
degrees from UW

The University of Wyoming accord-
ed degrees upon the following students 
from Johnson County at the completion 
of the 2026 spring semester.

From Buffalo: Ben Camino, BS; Kayla 
Durham, BA; Caydence Engling, BSB; 
Gabriella Grabin, BS; Tennessee Hahn, 
BA; Hunter Hoon, CERT; Coy Johnson, 
BSB; Bella Johnson, BS; McKinley 
Kessler, BA; Nathan Killian, BS; Logan 
Ludwig, BA; Micah Olsen, MA; Kristin 
Rogers, BSN; Matthew Schlichting, BAS; 
Lauren Swartz, MBA; Chenoa Williams, 
MS; and Olivia Zink, BS.

From Kaycee: Bleu Bennett, JD; Bindi 
Hill, BS; and Jackie Ramirez, BS.

County commissioners award 
second-year scholarships 

The Johnson County Commission 
will award its second-year scholarship 
for past scholarship recipients to Kate 
Maxwell of Kaycee. 


