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 & 

Hailing from 
Nashville, the 

music of Grant 
Gordy and Joe K. 

Walsh draws 
heavily from 

bluegrass and 
string band 

music 

2095 Pomfret Road | South Pomfret, VT

TICKETS AT: artistreevt.org
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theatre & gallery 
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Commission to
appeal permit 
for Hartland 
farm outlet store 
By Tom Ayres 
Senior Staff Writer

The Two Rivers-Ottauquechee Regional Commission 
(TRORC) will file an appeal of a land use permit issued 
by the Vermont District 3 Environmental Commission on 
Sept. 18 that would allow the construction of a large “farm 
outlet store” just north of the I-91 interchange in Hartland, 
one-half mile from the village center.

TRORC Executive Director Peter Gregory confirmed 
this week that the commission’s Board of Directors au-
thorized the filing of the appeal at its monthly meeting on 
Wednesday, Sept. 27. The regional planning organization, 
which is represented by attorney Peter Raymond of the law 
firm of Sheehey Furlong & Behm in Burlington, has until 
Oct. 18 — thirty days from the issuance of the District 3 
Commission decision — to appeal the permit authorization 
to the Vermont Superior Court, Environmental Division, 
commonly known as the Vermont Environmental Court, 
which adjudicates all contested Act 250 matters.

‘We’re all Wasps’	 Robert Shumskis Photo

Last Friday, Sept. 29, the WUHS football team visited Woodstock Elementary School to drop off 
dozens of toys. The toys were collected at a drive that took place at the team’s football game on 
Sept. 22. The effort was organized by Coach Ramsey Worrell and the Woodstock Parent Teacher 
Organization. Worrell said of the effort, “We’re all one school. We’re all Woodstock Wasps.” See page 
6B for a story and more photos.

Reading restricts 
access to Jenne 
Road and Farm

See FARM OUTLET STORE - Page 4A

See JENNE ROAD - 
Page 4A

Harvard students to assist in weighing 
alternatives for Aqueduct Company
By Tom Ayres 
Senior Staff Writer

Woodstock officials are working with a group of M.B.A. 
students at Harvard Business School and their faculty men-
tor on a consulting project designed to determine the fea-
sibility of the town’s purchasing the Woodstock Aqueduct 
Company, the privately held water company that provides 
water to 777 residential and commercial customers and 
nearly 100 fire hydrants in the municipality, predominantly 
in the Village core and nearby areas.

The consultancy, which the business school has offered 
at no cost to the town, is the by-product of a leadership 
execution and action planning course offered under the 
tutelage David Fubini, a senior lecturer of business ad-
ministration at the renowned business school. Fubini is a 
longtime associate of Woodstock Economic Development 

Commission (EDC) Chair Jonathan Spector. The two 
worked together for many years at McKinsey & Company, 
a leading international business development and manage-
ment consulting firm. Fubini recently contacted Spector to 
ask if the EDC leader was aware of any potential research 
projects in the Woodstock community that might be of 
interest to Harvard graduate students. Acting in the wake 
of a public forum on Thursday, Aug. 31, that focused on 
alternatives for the future of the Woodstock Aqueduct 
Company, Spector referred Fubini to Woodstock Municipal 
Manager Eric Duffy.

“I had a first phone call with the students earlier this 
week. There are four students at the Harvard Business 
School who are going to be working on this project as a 
team,” Duffy said last Thursday. “The first conversation 

See ALTERNATIVES - Page 4A

“It was just time 
to do something 

just to keep 
everybody at 

bay.” 
— Jenne Farm 

owner Chase Jenne

We’re betting on this community, at this time, for this mission
If not us, who? If not now, when?
These soul-searching questions have been 

pondered by leaders throughout history when 
faced with situations that required great courage 
and determination. In fact, longtime Vermont 
Standard publisher Phil Camp and I asked 
ourselves those same questions several years 
ago as we embarked on our mission to preserve 
quality local journalism for Woodstock and its 
neighboring towns, including Hartland Pom-
fret, Barnard, Quechee, Bridgewater, Reading, 
West Windsor, Plymouth and Killington. We were inspired 
by those questions as we set out to save the Standard’s 
print and digital journalism that informs and connects our 
community even though the advertising revenue that has 
supported the paper through the years has diminished.

Just like other newspapers in large and small towns 
throughout the country, the Standard has been fighting for 
its life. Similar to everywhere else, advertising revenue is 
evaporating as smaller, independent retailers and service 
providers that traditionally supported local news organi-
zations with their ads have been replaced by chains, big 
box stores and online sellers that typically do not support 
community journalism. And many classified advertisers 

now use dedicated help wanted, auto, and real 
estate websites instead of a newspaper. Plus, 
the residual effects of the COVID-19 economic 
shutdown have further eroded many businesses’ 
advertising budgets.

Without sufficient advertising support, the 
Standard, like all newspapers, relies heavily on 
the public to help fund its local journalism. And 
that journalism is needed now more than ever in 
a society dominated by social 
media echo chambers, political 

and social division, and the proliferation 
of misinformation. Still, the Standard’s 
situation is dire. If not for contributions 
from philanthropic citizens who ful-
ly recognize the value of having local 
journalism in our community, the paper 
would lose several thousand dollars each 
week, and sadly -- after a 170-year run -- there would be 
no Vermont Standard.

Saving this one small newspaper in Vermont is obviously 
important to the community here, but it also has national 
implications. Papers like the Standard are dying off at a 
pace of two per week. And far too many newspapers that 

are still alive have been acquired by corporations that have 
stripped them of their resources, turning them into “ghost 
papers” that are unable to adequately inform and serve 
their communities. 

Most newspapers are on the brink of insolvency. We 
must find a way in this country, both collectively and in-
dividually, to keep credible local journalism alive, to keep 
citizens informed and connected. Our democracy depends 
on it. 

The Standard is symbolic of this prob-
lem our nation faces. But if there is any 
place in the country where people truly 
love their community and treasure their 
newspaper — which is still produced by 
a small but devoted staff trying to do the 
right thing — it’s Woodstock, Vt. If this 
community  can’t find a way to sustain its 
local journalism, there is probably little 

hope for the rest. 
Unlike most other newspapers, the Standard, which 

already operates on a shoestring, has resisted the strategy 
of further stripping down its small operation to bare bones. 
Instead, we are attempting to preserve it as a quality news-

See ANNUAL APPEAL - Page 4A

By Aaron Rubin
Standard Correspondent

Recognizing concerns 
from residents, the Town of 
Reading de-
cided on Mon-
day to restrict 
Jenne Road 
and access to 
Jenne Farm to 
deter the in-
flux of tourists 
who normally 
frequent that 
location during peak foliage 
season.

The Reading Selectboard 
was approached by those 
who live on Jenne Road at 

its last meeting on Sept. 11 
with requests to close the 
route, according to meeting 
minutes. Residents, includ-

ing Bill Bak-
ker, spoke of 
the high vol-
ume of traffic 
on the road 
during peak 
foliage season, 
and the lack of 
respect tourists 
have shown to-

wards property owners.
According to selectboard 

chair Gordon Eastman, the 


