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Correction

In last week’s edition, newly elected Village Trustee Frank 
Horneck’s name was misspelled. Also, he was misquoted 
as saying that he wants to “work to make our neighborhood 

safer and our opportunities greener.” He actually said he wants 
to make opportunities “greater.” 

Traveling nurse arrested for sexual 
assault on fellow employee

On Tuesday, March 19, 
a supervisor at the 
Woodstock Terrace 

reported to Woodstock Police 
that a sexual assault had 
allegedly occurred between 
two employees. Police Chief 
Joe Swanson said that after 
investigation, Nomwende 
Franck (40), a traveling nurse 
at the Terrace, was arrested 
on Thursday, March 21 for 
sexual assault against another 
employee. Franck was then 
lodged at the Southern State 
Correctional Facility in 
Springfield. His arraignment 
was Friday, March 22, and 
he remains in custody at 
Southern State. 

Thursday, March 21
According to Swanson, a 

Woodstock resident believes 
her red GMC Acadia had 
its tail lights smashed 
in sometime between 
Wednesday night, March 20 
and the following Thursday 
morning. Swanson said there 
are currently no leads, but if 

anyone has any information 
about the incident, to contact 
Woodstock Police. 

Sunday, March 24
A two-car motor vehicle 

a c c i d e n t 
took place 
at around 
4:10 p.m. 
S w a n s o n 
said the 
crash is 
currently under investigation, 
but it appears that Michael 
J. Coty (28) of Landing, N.J. 
crossed the centerline of traf-
fic on Route 4 in Taftsville, 
east of Powder Lane and 
struck an oncoming vehicle. 
Coty was driving a blue 2014 
Jeep Patriot when he hit a 
white 2022 Chrysler Pacifica 
operated by Kristina M. Henel 
(40) of Queensbury, N.Y. 
Henel’s husband and the own-
er of the vehicle, Alexander 
J. Henel (40), was in the pas-
senger seat. The Henels’ four 
children were traveling in the 
back. Swanson said everyone 

involved in the accident was 
transported to DHMC for 
evaluation. He suspects that 
all of the Henels suffered se-
rious injuries. Coty was eval-

uated at the 
hospital and 
r e l e a s e d . 
S w a n s o n 
says he ex-
pects to 
file charges 

when the investigation is 
complete. 

Around thirty minutes later, 
a potentially related fender-
bender crash occurred near 
Maplefields. Swanson said he 
suspected that the congestion 
from the first accident was 
partly to blame. Nicholas A. 
Pais (18) of Quechee suffered 
front end damage to his 2007 
gray Volkswagen Jetta when 
he rear-ended a 2023 silver 
Toyota Corolla Cross operated 
by Leo R. LaCroix (71) of 
Woodstock. There were no 
injuries and no tickets have 
been issued at this time. 

Woodstock
Police Log

AREA BRIEFS
EDC seeks to make decision 
on marketing proposals

The Woodstock Economic Development Commission (EDC) 
will hold a second special meeting this evening, Thursday, 
March 28, at 6:30 p.m. to resolve an impasse among commis-
sioners on choosing a marketing and communications partner 
for the town.

The EDC is seeking a marketing collaborator to help 
Woodstock attract students from school-choice districts to 
Woodstock Union High School and Middle School, improve 
the information residents and visitors can access to find out 
about local events of interest, and attract visitors to the com-
munity during down times of the year. At their regular monthly 
meeting on Thursday, March 14, and again at a special meeting 
convened one week later on March 21 to discuss a pair of mar-
keting proposals put forward by two competing consultants, 
commissioners were split 50/50 on which firm to contract with 
for the next 12 months of marketing communications on behalf 
of the town.

Class Four, a Burlington-based marketing and social me-
dia firm that has provided Woodstock with communications 
services under contract for the past two years, submitted a 
proposal for providing another 12 months of work for the town. 
A Woodstock-based consultant, Jess Kirby – a prominent New 
England lifestyle, travel, fashion, and design blogger with a 
background in journalism – made a different pitch to the town 
in response to a request for proposals (RFP) distributed by the 
EDC in February. The Class Four proposal would check in 
at a cost of $72,980 for the next year, while the program put 
forward by Jess Ann Kirby LLC was priced at $54,240 for the 
next 12 months, with the possibility of a website redesign and 
build for an additional $15,000 flat fee.

According to sources within the EDC and the Woodstock 
town government, the commission is expected to break the 
deadlock regarding the competing marketing proposals with 
this evening’s second revote in as many weeks.

Due to snowstorm, Maple Weekend 
extended

Due to the snowstorm last Saturday, Vermont’s Maple Open 
House Weekend has been extended to this Saturday and Sun-
day, March 30-31. A map of all participating sugarhouses and 
partnering businesses can be found at vermontmaple.org/mohw.

In Woodstock, Bourdon Maple Farm will be boiling on Sat-
urday, and offering free tours of the sugarhouse from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Visitors can gather around an outdoor fire pit with 
friends and family, taste organic maple syrup, try buttermilk 
waffles with maple syrup fresh off the evaporator, and scoop 
maple ice cream from Mountain Creamery topped with maple 

sprinkles. There will also be giveaways and prizes from local 
businesses, Maple Bingo, and the chance to hike up through the 
sugarbush. The farm will have some snowshoes available, but 
visitors are welcome to bring their own snowshoes or skis.

In Barnard, Silver Lake Syrups will be running free sugar-
house tours, syrup tastings, tapping lessons, and offering maple 
creemees, sugarhouse waffles, maple pecan pies, and much 
more from 12-6 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday. In South Pom-
fret, Elm Grove Farm will extend their open house to Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Visitors can experience the process of 
gathering and boiling sap in the farm’s traditional boiling caul-
dron. Free samples, donuts, and more maple delights available. 

Shooting Range opening 
delayed to April 11

The Hammond Cove Shooting Range in Hartland will open 
on April 11 at 10 a.m. instead of April 1, due to deep snow 
from the late March storm. 

The range operates under rules set by the Vermont Fish 
and Wildlife Department. Range users must sign in with an 
onsite range safety officer and have a valid Vermont hunting 
or fishing license or be the guest of someone who does. Before 
using the range, shooters are urged to review the range rules on 
Fish and Wildlife’s website at tinyurl.com/3zs6hjks. The range 
is closed on Tuesdays and Wednesdays as well as all state and 
federal holidays. 

Trout season starts April 13
Vermont’s trout fishing season opens Saturday, April 13.
Despite lingering snow cover in some areas of the state, the 

Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department says anglers can still 
have fun and be successful early in the season if they keep a 
few strategies in mind.

“Just like any other time of year, anglers fishing early in the 
spring should adjust their tactics based on conditions,” said 
State Fisheries Biologist Shawn Good.  “Trout will become 
more active with warmer water temperatures.  If you can find 
a good location and present your bait or lure without spooking 
the trout, you’ll have a good chance of catching a few fish, and 
enjoy a nice day outside.”

Good adds that finding a small to medium low-elevation 
river or stream that is not too murky from spring runoff can be 
key.  Trout are coldblooded and may be slow to bite especially 
with low water temperatures, so it is important that they can 
also see your bait, lure or fly.

Larger baits can often be more effective for enticing ear-
ly-season trout into biting.  Spin-anglers should try nightcrawl-
ers, egg imitations, or bright colored spoons and spinners.  Fly 
anglers may find success in the early season by drifting large, 
more visible flies such as wooly buggers, streamers, or San 
Juan worms along the bottom in slower pools and runs.

Trout will often hold close to the bottom in the deeper areas 
of streams during high flow conditions to conserve energy.  
Choose locations and tactics that allow you to fish using a slow 
retrieval right along the bottom.  Focus on deep holes behind 
current breaks created by big boulders, downed trees or log-
jams where trout may be resting.  If possible, approach the hole 
from downstream as trout will often orient themselves facing 
the current.

While Vermont offers excellent and diverse fishing opportu-
nities for wild trout, stocking also occurs in many lakes, ponds, 
streams, and rivers where wild trout populations are low or ab-
sent.  This generally happens each year once the ice has melted 
and following spring runoff. 

 “Early in the season, like on opening weekend, you’ll prob-
ably have more success if you focus on waters known to hold 
wild trout,” said Good.  “Despite unpredictable weather during 
early spring, each year anglers report catching impressive trout 
during opening weekend.”

Good also reminds anglers to check the department’s website 
frequently as updates are made to the Trout Stocking page.  
“This is a great tool for anglers to see what nearby waters have 
been stocked, as the page gets updated several times per week,” 
said Good.  Visit anrweb.vt.gov/FWD/FW/FishStockingSched-
ule.aspx and click the “See What’s Been Stocked” button to 
stay informed as the spring progresses.

Anglers who like to fish and release their catch don’t need 
to wait for opening day.  Nearly all waterbodies are now open 
year-round to catch-and-release fishing for trout in Vermont.  
Check the 2024 Vermont Fishing Guide and Regulations which 
is available free from license agents, and it is on Vermont Fish 
and Wildlife’s website at:  eregulations.com/vermont/fishing.

Many local sugarhouses are extending their Maple 
Open House activities through this weekend, after last 
weekend’s snowstorm complicated the festivities. 
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Anglers can improve their chances of success by fish-
ing their fly, lure or bait slowly along the bottom when 
Vermont’s trout season opens on Saturday, April 13. 

VTF&W photo

Barnard establishes committee to address road conditions
By Aaron Rubin
Standard Correspondent

Worsening road conditions have affected a number 
of communities across Vermont, including hard-hit 
Barnard. Frequent freeze-thaw cycles seen through-

out the winter have been compounded with repeated flooding, 
creating even more hazardous conditions for motorists than in 
previous years.

“Mud is a problem like it has never been before,” said Bar-
nard Town Administrator Rob Ramrath. “In past winters, mud 
season was nicely self-contained from somewhere around mid-
March to the first or second week of April. It came and it went; 
it was bounded and rather predictable. People gritted their teeth 
and lived with it. The town worked on the roads and people got 
through it and then moved on…”

In response to this “new norm” and to address concerns of 
Barnard residents, at its March 20 meeting the selectboard 
authorized the formation of a new six- to eight-person Barnard 
Roads Committee. This motion follows several meetings where 
worsening road conditions were a major topic of discussion, in-

cluding at the March 5 Town Meeting where it was an “extem-
poraneous topic of considerable conversation,” said Ramrath.

At the annual Town Meeting, Barnard residents voted to ap-
propriate $120,000 to the Barnard highway department to make 
its jobs more attractive to potential hires and create greater 
flexibility from a compensation and job retention perspective.

At the March 20 meeting, the selectboard was presented a 
note signed by several members of the community, requesting 
the formation of a new roads committee. The note was read 
into the record by resident Dan Leavitt.

Leavitt informed the selectboard that “the Royalton Turn-
pike, East Barnard Road, Lime Pond Road, among others, are 
often completely impassable, posing a real threat to people’s 
life and safety as emergency service vehicles cannot get 
through.”

These safety concerns have often left Barnard residents to 
“face the hard decision to either stay home and miss work, or 
go to work and wreck their cars,” Leavitt reminded the select-
board. 

Leavitt noted that it was made clear at the Barnard Town 

Meeting in early March that “there is desire amongst towns-
people to get ahead of the problem proactively, rather than stay 
reactive to the road conditions year after year, as each year gets 
worse and worse.”

Ramrath hopes the new committee will be proactive by offer-
ing short-term and long-term strategies “to create a better level 
of resilience in our roads.”

While the exact details of the committee’s formation have 
yet to be fleshed out, Ramrath says that, functionally, it will act 
as a “conduit to the selectboard” for information it has gathered 
from various sources on how to better improve road mainte-
nance operations. Leavitt added that it will provide a “commu-
nity forum for people to ask questions and talk about the road 
conditions” as there is a “real need for people to be heard and 
to discuss this issue together.”

The committee will conduct research and synthesize in-
formation based on feedback from residents and the Barnard 
Highway Department. The committee may also speak with 
members of other town road crews and hear from experts on 

See ROAD CONDITIONS - Page 4A
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is devoted to Billings Farm it-
self, and the adaptive practices 
it has employed as a result of 
climate change.

“Last year, in July 
during the flood, we 
were devastated,” 
Scales recalled. “We 
lost all of our hay 
down the river. All 
of our hayfields were 
flooded, and we lost 
acres and acres of hay 
land. This caused a lot 
of change in terms of 
farm practices we’ve 
adapted to.”

In addition to of-
fering resources for 
taking action, Billings 
Farm will demonstrate 
techniques during the 
exhibition, such as ro-
tational grazing and 
low or no-till fields, 
that climate farmers 
are implementing. 
This extension of 
the exhibition allows 
guests to see firsthand 
how a working farm improves 
its climate resiliency.

Along with the artwork, and 
the interpretive panels, the 
exhibition will also feature a 
resource station, as well as an 
activities area for children (and 
parents) where they can enjoy 
building their own farm, using 
things like solar panels, elec-
tric tractors and more.

“People can start familiar-
izing themselves with what an 
adaptive farm might look like 
that’s more responsive to the 
environment,” said Terry.

Scales and Terry have cre-
ated an experience that offers 
compelling art, enlightenment 
and education — all in an ef-

fort to tell a very important 
story — the plight of our local 
farmers, and how they are des-
perately working to adapt to a 

very challenging new normal.
One of the farms featured 

in the exhibit is Kiss the Cow 
Farm in Barnard, owned and 
operated by Randy and Lisa 
Robar.

“It rained all summer last 
year,” Robar observed, “and 
the summer before that, we 
were in a drought, and it seems 
like mud season this year be-
gan in mid-December. I’ve got 
a neighbor who’s 75 years old 
and he put it succinctly when 
he said: ‘weather is different.’”

Scales had a similar take 
when she said, “Farmers used 
to be able to predict what 
would happen in any given 
year based upon their years 

the subject of road maintenance.
Leavitt says the end goal is to present the selectboard with a 

strategic plan, which may contain a “menu of options for the 
selectboard and town to consider.” The plan would suggest best 
practices, available resources, manpower and equipment, and 
details on affordability and seasonality. The committee will 
also identify possible funding sources for projects through state 
and federal grants, citing the “Better Roads” program of the 
Vermont Agency of Transportation as an example.

The selectboard will have the ultimate authority on whether 
or not to adopt a strategy brought forth by the commission. 
Leavitt concluded by saying that the new committee can “sig-
nificantly help to supplement, not supplant, the current system 
around road maintenance.” Members will be appointed at a 
future date. 

funding system while reducing 
some of the unanticipated con-
sequences that have stemmed 
from the 5% cap.

According to HSD Chair Ni-
cole Buck, HSD and MASD 
were two of only eight schools 
statewide that chose to cut their 
budgets. HSD dropped its bud-
get by $500,632, and MASD 
cut $706,320. However, Buck 
says for many, that is not 
enough to solve the statewide 
education funding criss. 
Hartland School District
The original HSD budget 

when it was warned in late 
February proposed spending 
$11,541,199 for FY25, with 
an allocation of $75,000 to re-
place an unsafe playground. 
This represented a 15.51% in-
crease over FY24. But follow-
ing the announcement that the 
homestead education tax rate 
in Hartland will rise 23.95% 
this year — from $1.8202 
per $100 in assessed value, to 
$2.2509, there was a furor over 
education spending. “The tax 
increase in Hartland is project-
ed to be 42 cents [per $100 of 
assessed value]. Seven cents of 
that is related to the school bud-
get,” Buck told the Standard in 
February. “Thirty-five cents is 
related to the CLA (Common 
Level of Appraisal).” 

According to the website of 
the Vermont Legislative Joint 
Fiscal Office, the CLA is an 
assessment of local proper-
ty values. The website states: 
“Each town determines as-
sessed values and sets the tim-
ing of reappraisals. It is not 
practical or possible for towns 
to reappraise each year, there-
fore there is a divergence be-
tween the assessed value and 
the fair market value. The fair 
market value is an estimate of 
the potential sale price of the 
property in the current real es-
tate market. The CLA adjusts 
the locally assessed property 
values to the estimated fair 
market value.”

Despite trimming the school 
budget by more than $500,000, 
Buck says many Hartlanders 
will still feel the hit to their 
property taxes with the revised 
$11,040,567 budget, but ar-
gues that most of that impact 
lies outside the school district’s 
control. “We felt like this was 
a statewide crisis. And [the 
school board] felt like we need-
ed to do our part to help the 
entire state. We didn’t want to 
make these cuts. We think that 
the school needs the positions 
that we cut, and we think we 
definitely need a playground, 
but we cut it. We definitely 
looked at it like, ‘Okay, well, 
the legislature just did this to 
try and fix the statewide crisis. 
And if all boards across the 
state do the same thing, then the 
crisis kind of goes away. And 
we can sort things out and fix 
things next year.’ But as it turns 
out, I think only eight districts 
chose to cut. Mount Ascutney, 
Weathersfield, and Hartland all 
chose to cut. And no one else 
really did. I guess, in theory, the 
30 budgets that didn’t pass [at 
Town Meeting Day] will prob-
ably also cut, which will help 
the statewide situation.”

Buck says the board chose 
to dismiss the idea of the 
new $75,000 allocation for a 
$270,000 playground and in-
stead ask for $10,000 to put 
in place “safety stop gaps” to 

prevent any danger to students 
from the old, deteriorating 
playground system. The board 
also chose to eliminate two 
open, unfilled staffing posi-
tions because “we feel like we 
have really good staff. And you 
never want to cut the staff you 
have, especially in this market 
where you don’t know if you’re 
ever going to be able to hire 
staff. So we have one position 
that was in the budget for this 
current year and then we kept 
it in the budget for next year. 
But we just haven’t been able 
to hire for it. It’s a position that 
we all really feel like we need, 
but if we haven’t been able to 
hire for it, we cut it because 
we don’t have a person in that 
seat, and we’ll try again in the 
next budget cycle,” said Buck. 
“Same with the other posi-
tion. We have an open Spanish 
teacher position that’s been 
open for pretty much the whole 
school year that we haven’t 
been able to fill. So we cut that 
one as well. Again, it’s a posi-
tion that we want and value as 
a board, but wanted to do our 
part to help the statewide crisis 
and doesn’t really help Hart-
land’s taxpayers because of the 
CLA.” 

Buck expounded on the 
CLA’s continuing impact on 
the budget, saying, “It’s frus-
trating that we’re making half 
a million dollars of cuts to our 
school to help the entire state 
when others didn’t. And it’s 
also frustrating that our tax 
impact is so enormous because 
of this phantom housing value 
— taxpayers don’t have that 
income. It’s not like anybody’s 
income went up. Our house 
value just skyrocketed.”

Buck reflected on the possi-
bility of residents voting down 
the new, revised budget. “If 
taxpayers choose [to vote it 
down], we get to vote two more 
times before July. If taxpayers 
choose [not to pass it], that sig-
nificantly questions whether or 
not we will have a school. And 
taxes will still increase.”

Mount Ascutney School 
District

Meanwhile, back in February 
MASD originally asked vot-
ers to approve a $15,505,328 
budget. This represented an 
increase of 11.5% from FY24. 
The board rescinded its ap-
proval of this proposed bud-
get when “it became clear that 
the state would imminently be 
revising the transition mecha-
nism associated with Act 127 
aka the 5% cap,” said MASD 
chair Davis McGraw. The re-
vised budget of $14,799,008 
was passed on March 1, repre-
senting a $706,320 decrease. 

McGraw said that some of 
the revised budget adjustments 

happened at the Supervisory 
Union level, but the revisions 
at the Mount Ascutney School 
District level included the re-
moval of three to-be-hired 
full-time positions (totalling 
$213,199), and a list of build-
ings and grounds costs, in-
cluding Windsor School roof 
repairs, theater improvements 
and repairs, air conditioning, 
tiles, and other facilities costs 
amounting to $354,000.

“When it was clear to us 
that the budget we had initial-
ly approved would, under the 
revised transition mechanism, 
result in an average of about 
a 30% property tax [increase] 
in Windsor and West Windsor, 
we decided to make use of the 
narrow window that the state 
[offered],” said McGraw, not-
ing as well the state’s assur-
ance that election costs would 
be covered. “In our gover-
nance role, the board provided 
the guidance that cost savings 
should not result in the elimi-
nation of existing programs, 
services, or staff, so as not to 
critically undercut our district’s 
ability to meet our learners’ 
educational and mental health 
needs. The fact that we are 
still feeling the lingering after-
effects of the disruptions that 
came with COVID-19 under-
scored the importance of this 
goal.”

But like Buck, McGraw ar-
gues that the items that were 
cut are still desperately need-
ed. “All of the items that were 
revised out between Jan. 8 and 
March 1 represented tangible 
needs and their presence in the 
budget would have material-
ly benefited our learners and 
helped to keep our buildings 
in good working order,” he 
said. “These are not easy de-
cisions to make, but given the 
unprecedented ‘perfect storm’ 
of issues impacting every piece 
of the Vermont education fund-
ing formula, from the Act 127 
changes to the CLA, to a yield 
weakened by the floods of 
Summer 2023, we recognized 
the importance of forgoing 
some necessary spending to 
help strengthen the yield and 
ultimately reduce what was 
projected to be an untenable 
added tax burden on our local 
community members.”

He continued, “In short: we 
have done our part in good 
faith. It is now up to the state 
— that is the legislature and 
the executive — to take a hard 
look at the factors that lead 
to this situation and make the 
necessary changes to keep us 
from being faced with a similar 
situation in the years to come 
while preserving our ability to 
meet our communities’ educa-
tion needs.”

note.
Grajeda admitted during his 

testimony that he had smoked 
cannabis shortly before hitting 
the mountain that morning. 

He filed a civil lawsuit seek-
ing $50 million in October 
2020, but by the time closing 
arguments were made to the 
jury in mid-February, lead 
lawyer Andrew J. Smiley of 
New York City asked for $97 
million, including $88 million 
in pain and suffering. 

Smiley said his client also 
wanted the jury to award 
$664,918 in past medical bills 
for his client’s life-altering in-
juries. Smiley also asked for 
$7,904,805 in future economic 
losses.

After the jury deliberated 
for about seven hours, Smiley 
said his client was willing to 
take the last settlement offer 
just before the jury said it was 
ready to deliver the verdict 
about 9:20 p.m. Friday Feb. 
16. However, a defense law-
yer said the insurance carrier 
directed that the verdict be re-
ceived.

The plaintiff lost, but his 
lawyers are now seeking a sec-
ond bite at the apple by getting 
a judge to enforce an undis-
closed private settlement offer 
that the defense maintains was 
off the table before the verdict 
was announced.

After the verdict, Smiley 
filed a “Motion to Enforce the 
Settlement,” which included 
his own seven-page declara-
tion.

The defense has asked the 
court to reject Smiley’s mo-
tion.

“Having gambled and lost 
his recovery on the prospect of 
the jury returning a $97-mil-
lion verdict, plaintiff now 
makes a frivolous attempt to 
enforce a ‘settlement’ that he 
admitted to this Court never 
existed,” the defense said in 
court papers.

Grajeda’s lawyers also have 
filed an appeal of the judgment 
by the jury to the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Second Circuit 
in New York City.

The defendants also have 

table. A proposed settlement 
amount from Feb. 9, and a 
counteroffer from Feb. 12, are 
blacked out in the court papers.

The settlement request, 
which had sought confidential-
ity, also never said how much 
Grajeda’s lawyers stood to 
gain.

Lawyers in personal injury 
cases often agree to take cases 
for between 33 and 40 percent 
of the outcome. If the jury had 
provided the requested $97 
million verdict that would 
mean a payout to the lawyers 
somewhere between about 
$32 million and about $39 
million.

The legal dispute for the tri-
al centered on whether Okemo 
and Vail were negligent in any 
way. The accident happened 
at the convergence of trails 
known as Open Slope and 
Lower Mountain Road.

The lead winning defense 
lawyer, Thomas P. Aicher 
from Cleary Shahi & Aicher in 
Rutland, had maintained in his 
closing arguments that Okemo 
did nothing wrong. 

One of the key issues at trial 
was whether the six-foot plus 
heavy foam blue padding for 
the snowmaking gun extended 
fully to the base of the pole. 
The lawsuit maintained Graje-
da’s body came in direct con-
tact with the bare and unpro-
tected metal portion of the gun 
as he slid. 

The Okemo Ski Patrol re-
sponded to the scene and 
provided medical aid. Graje-
da, who said he had no lower 
body feeling, was airlifted to 
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medi-
cal Center in Lebanon, N.H. 
where he spent a few weeks 
and learned he would never 
walk again, Smiley said. Gra-
jeda later was moved to a re-
habilitation facility and contin-
ues with rehab. 

Aicher maintained Grajeda 
was facing the normal risks 
associated with skiing. He 
said snowmaking is required 
in Vermont for the sport to be 
successful. Aicher said Okemo 
works hard to make the sport 
safe.

filed a motion to have Grajeda 
cover some costs of the unsuc-
cessful lawsuit brought by him 
and his lawyers.

The defense wants the plain-
tiff to pay $40,969.55 in fees 
for the printed transcripts pre-
pared daily from the trial.

Smiley & Smiley, the law 
firm for Grajeda, said it was 
unfair to ask the injured ski-
er to now pay for some of the 
costs for bringing the lawsuit. 
Grajeda said he thought the 
case had been brought in good 
faith.

Smiley & Smiley said it 
reached out on March 12 and 
March 14 to the defendants, 
“requesting that, in the inter-
est of justice, they voluntarily 
withdraw their Bill of Costs 
since Ric is unable to pay.” 

The defendants declined to 
withdraw the request. They 
also plan to fight having Judge 
Reiss set aside the jury verdict.

Grajeda, through Smiley & 
Smiley, is asking for the Vail 
Resort to absorb the costs of 
the trial expenses.

Meanwhile, the plaintiffs are 
fighting for a multi-million set-
tlement offer that the defense 
says was taken off the table.

Smiley & Smiley maintain 
Grajeda, 25, is unemployed 
and has been approved for 
$590 a month by Social Secu-
rity for his disability. He lives 
at home with his parents and 
does not have a car. He said 
he has been told that his future 
medical care will cost between 
$3.2 million and almost $5 
million.

The jury heard testimony 
from 29 witnesses and legal 
arguments from lawyers over 
12 trial days.

“There was no offer, no ac-
ceptance, no meeting of the 
minds, no oral agreement. In 
short, there is no basis for the 
relief that plaintiff seeks be-
yond the fact that he charted 
what proved to be a calami-
tous litigation course and now 
wants to escape its conse-
quences,” the defense has said.

The dispute will likely come 
down to the “Final Offer” and 
when it was on and off the 
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of experience, but things are 
changing so rapidly that there 
is a sense of whiplash, in not 
knowing quite what to expect. 

And also, how do you 
plan for the unexpect-
ed while still remain-
ing nimble and adap-
tive?”

“These farmers re-
ally want their stories 
to be heard and want 
people to understand 
what they’re going 
through, and how dire 
the situation is,” Terry 
explained.

Yet the strength and 
determination of our 
local farmers is any-
thing but ephemeral. 
The title of the exhibi-
tion, after all, empha-
sizes resilience.

And with that in 
mind, the exhibit has 
already had a posi-
tive effect on the local 
farms involved. Scales 
and Terry say that as a 

result of this project spawned 
by Vital Communities and 
enhanced by Billings Farm, 
farmers have built a network 
of collective strength and have 
learned from one another as a 
result of their shared experi-
ences.

The plight of our local farm-
ers is the plight of all of us, and 
Billings Farm is providing an 
important and necessary plat-
form to express not just the 
challenges our farmers face, 
but the solutions and best prac-
tices we can all engage in as 
we face an uncertain future.

For more information on 
this exhibition, visit: billings-
farm.org. 

Cedar Mountain Farm in Hartland was 
paired with artist Janet McKenzie, who 
created this piece and donated it to the 
farm.           Courtesy of Billings Farm & Museum
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