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By MARGO MARRONE
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MVSU Informational 
Budget Meeting Feb. 29

What a delightful sunny week we just experienced 
– even temps of 50 degrees! Now on Monday 
we are waiting to see how far north this snow 

will reach. A kind neighbor power washed my car yester-
day, so it is waiting on the weather, as well.

The Plymouth Reading Group discussed The Stolen 
Book of Evelyn Aubrey by Serena Burdick on Feb. 14 at 
6:30 p.m., via zoom (thanks to Rose Vetere). I found it 
to be a 
heady 
read and 
imagine 
it will 
generate 
inter-
esting 
dialogue.

I would venture a guess that we are all trying to make 
sense of the financial picture these days. The purported 
needs are so great and the sums requested seem over-
whelming. It will be important to review our Town Budget 
and make note of any questions. Perhaps they could be 
presented to the Select Board ahead of time, giving the Se-
lectmen a heads-up so that detailed answers can be given at 
Town Meeting. 

Elliot Ruben has suggested that the Mountain Views 
Supervisory Union Informational Meeting on Feb. 29 at 
6:30 p.m., at the Woodstock MS/HS Library will be help-
ful to voters and it will be available via zoom. He noted 
that he warnings for that session and the Annual Meeting 
on March 5, 2024 are: https://mtnviews.org/wcuusd-bud-
get-information.

Wonderful things are happening at the Schoolhouse as 
Lauren helps the youngsters prepare for Valentine’s Day by 
decorating. May love fill your hearts this week! 

Little ones are preparing for Valentine’s Day at 
the Schoolhouse.			    Photo Provided

stock’s forwards stuck to their game and refused to get 
frustrated, while the defensive corps of Hall, Freyer, Aofie 
Edmunds, Connor Soos and Charlotte Meyer minimized 
chances going the opposite way. Carter VanZandt eventual-
ly broke the tie, intercepting a pass in the neutral zone be-
fore slipping a few defenders and picking out at top corner 
over the goalie’s glove from the low slot. A few minutes 
later it was VanZandt again, this time intercepting a pass 
in the D zone before zooming out of the zone. Joined by 
wingers Isaac Lackey and Max Malcolm to create a 3 on 
2, the Wasps spread out the D allowing VanZandt to keep 
the puck and score again, this time just over the left pad to 
make it 3-1. 

St. Albans woke up and soon scored two to tie the game. 
Undeterred, the Wasps kept up the pressure. Aoife Ed-
munds did brilliantly to keep a puck in the zone following 
a rush by her defensive partner Freyer. His backhander 
was stopped, and St. Albans looked for a quick counter but 
Edmunds was first to the puck and fed it back down low 
to Christian Mihalick. Mihalick slipped two defenders and 
backhanded a beautiful pass to VanZandt from below the 
goal line. VanZandt collected the perfect pass and picked 

Town of Barnard forms subcommittees 
to examine housing-related concerns
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the top corner again for his third of the game, and a game 
winner. With 4 minutes left Jack Kelley pounced on a loose 
puck following a neutral zone draw and ripped a wrist shot 
from the circle to give Woodstock an insurance goal for a 
final score of 5-3. Bassett was strong down the stretch, and 
really throughout the game with several key saves early in 
the first as well. The game’s GRIT puck went to Edmunds 
who provided her trademark shut-down D throughout. 

Game 2 was a much different affair, with Woodstock 
jumping all over St. Albans almost immediately. Jackson 
Hall took over for Ben Bassett in net, and Tucker Hawley 
moved back to the blueline to replace Hall. Three minutes 
in Carter VanZandt went end to end to open the scoring. 
He doubled the lead halfway through the period, roofing a 
shot off a loose puck in the slot. Freyer made it 3-0, taking 
an offensive zone faceoff win from VanZandt and walking 
the blue line before ripping a slapshot over the left leg pad 
of the shellshocked St. Albans goalie. Woodstock opened 
the second period with two quick goals to extend the lead 
to 5-0. Kelley won a battle along the boards and sprung 
VanZandt out of the zone for a breakaway. Then Edmunds 
angled an opposing player towards the boards and poked 
the puck away before banking it off the wall to Mihalick 
who beat one defender before lasering a shot high over the 
blocker. It was 6-0 shortly after when Hawley did well to 
keep a puck in, allowing Max Malcolm to center to Mihal-
ick for a quick shot from the top of the crease. 

St. Albans mounted a minor comeback, scoring their first 
on a nice wrap-around that had Hall scrambling across his 
goal mouth. Jack Kelley restored the 6-goal lead shortly 
after however, with Bassett working the puck to VanZan-
dt in the neutral zone, the young center carried the puck 
in and played a beautiful backhand saucer pass to Kelley 
streaking in on the opposite wing. The Wasps took their 
foot off the gas a bit and allowed St. Albans to claw back 
to 7-4 in the third. Freyer would win a loose puck in the D 
zone less than a minute after St. Albans’ fourth and thread 
a perfect vertical pass to a streaking VanZandt. The Wasp’s 
#22 did the rest, splitting the D and finishing the scoreline 
at 8-4. The GRIT puck for this game went to Hawley, who 

transitioned perfectly to defense for the game and kept 
the other team in check with a lot of hustle and positional 
awareness.

Finally on Monday night Woodstock hosted an exhi-
bition game against non-league Hanover and prevailed 
7-4. Despite missing a number of key players Woodstock 
started strong and were up 3-0 at the end of the first. Van-
Zandt started the scoring one minute in before Mihalcik 
added two more with assists by Chloe Micca and Malcolm. 
Hanover battled back to tie the game in the second, but 
Mihalick completed his hattrick and restored the lead on 
a feed from VanZandt. Woodstock won the third period, 
with Mihalick scoring two more to sandwich VanZandt’s 
second. Max Malcolm was a menace all night long, regis-
tering three assists and battling for every puck. 

Provided by the Woodstock Youth Hockey Association.

By Aaron Rubin
Standard Correspondent

The time has come for Barnard to renew its Town 
Plan, as is required by the Two Rivers Ottauquechee 
Regional Commission every eight years, Barnard 

Planning Commission chair Steve Cota told the Standard 
this week. 

As part of developing what Cota calls a “wishlist” for 
what Barnard’s new plan “wants to promote or discourage 
in the future,” committees will be investigating the future 
development and fitness of short-term rentals and large, 
so-called “McMansion” homes in town. 

Cota says these topics have been discussed vigorously 
amongst residents. To address them, two volunteer-run 
subcommittees have been formed with the intention “to 
look into those two issues and see what they can find out, 
how the community feels, what kind of regulations can be 
proposed,” and “what other towns are considering or may 
have passed” in regards to specific regulations, he said. 

As these subcommittees were recently established, 
they are both merely in an “information gathering” phase 
to better understand the issues as they relate to Barnard, 
added Cota. “It’s just fact finding and looking at the issue,” 
he said. 

In regards to short-term rentals, Cota says the decision 

to form a subcommittee was not directly in response to the 
social media chatter amongst residents, but to the growing 
relevance of the topic for many communities. He said that 
the formation of the subcommittee is a way for Barnard 
to “get out in front of potential problems that might occur 
down the road.” Part of that process will include consider-
ing how other larger communities, such as Woodstock and 
Killington, are responding to the issue and how it can be 
applied to a smaller community like Barnard.

Cota acknowledged that there are “strong feelings on 
both sides of the argument” pertaining to the regulation of 
short-term rentals properties. He said that some homeown-
ers believe they have the freedom to utilize property they 
own as they see fit, while others may feel uncomfortable 
with unfamiliar faces regularly renting out an Airbnb-type 
property that could be owned by someone who does not 
even live in Vermont. 

“If you have an apartment over the garage that you want 
to rent out as part of a short-term thing, well, fine. Why 
not? You’ve made the investment in your property and you 
can make a few bucks on the side to pay our exorbitant tax 
bills, then why not?” he said.  “[But] If you are just some 
venture capitalist in California buying up properties in ru-
ral Vermont so that you can turn them into basically hotels 
with no services, then that’s a completely different deal.”

“Hopefully, the solution lies somewhere in the middle,” 
said Cota. 

In addition to the subcommittee for investigating short-
term rentals is another one to research ridgeline zoning. 
Considering how to enforce this type of zoning came about 
when a property owner cleared land atop of a ridge over-
looking Barnard to construct a “McMansion,” Cota said. 

In the case of the home overlooking the town, Cota said 
its exterior lighting “looks like an airport beacon at night 
and people who used to be looking at a wooded hillside are 
now looking at a McMansion with lights all over it.” 

Like the short-term rental subcommittee, the volunteer 
group for the ridgeline zoning committee will also be col-
lecting information on these types of properties and wheth-
er they fit the character of Barnard. Cota says they will also 
consider the views of property owners who purchased land 
and pay taxes and oppose homes that could be an eyesore 
in the community. 

While both zoning issues will be considered as part of the 
new Town Plan to be revamped in August this year, Cota 
says that the required research time and regulatory hurdles 
mean that specific regulations for ridgeline and short-term 
rental zoning are not likely to materialize until sometime in 
2026. He added that it would eventually be up to the town to 
vote for the implementation of any regulations.
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