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Doris Ethel (Potter) Roberts, 91

Allan Russell Wylie, 84
Allan Russell Wylie, of South Strafford, Vt., passed 

away on July 19, 2025 at the age 84. He was born in 
Brooklyn, N.Y. on Dec. 13, 1940 to Margaret Ember and 
Robert Russell Wylie. At the age of three, he moved with 
his family to Danvers, Mass. He was very active in the 
Boy Scouts and earned the rank of Eagle Scout. He also 
delivered newspapers for a number of years. After grad-
uating from Holton High School in 1958 he went to the 
U.S. Air Force Academy, graduating in 1962 and then 
moving to Raleigh, N.C. for a graduate degree in Mathe-
matics at NC State.

In 1964, Allan was stationed at the Defense Intelli-
gence Agency and in December of that year he met Jan-
ice Heigham. They were married in 1967, shortly before 
leaving for Colorado Springs, where Allan taught math-
ematics at the Air Force Academy for four years. Their 
two sons, Brian and Glenn, were born there. During that 
time, he served a brief tour of 
duty in Saigon and then a longer 
stint in Thailand in 1967-1968. 
As he was fond of saying, the 
Air Force figured that if you 
knew math you must be good 
with computers, and upon his 
return from overseas he went 
to work at the Pentagon on the 
Unix system. 

In 1982, he retired from the 
Air Force and moved with his 
family to South Strafford. He served as a computer con-
sultant at Dartmouth College, and over the next 43 years 
became active in politics serving on the Orange County 
Republican Committee. 

He was deeply devoted to his God and worked tire-
lessly to support his church, both locally and in the dio-
cese.	

He is survived by his wife of nearly 58 years, Jan; son 
Brian, his wife Liesl, and their two sons, Christopher and 
Matthew; son Glenn, his wife, Amber, and their son, Jus-
tin; and also by his younger brother, Scott, of Springfield, 
Oregon.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in his name to 
the Dayspring Pregnancy Center of the Upper Valley. A 
memorial service will be held at the Cabot funeral home 
in Woodstock, Vt. at 2 p.m. on September 13, 2025.

Charles C. Humpstone 
service notice

A memorial service for Charles C. Humpstone, 94, 
who died on July 14, 2025, will be held on Saturday, 
Aug. 9, 2025 at the South Woodstock Community 
Church beginning at 11 a.m. A reception will follow at 
the South Woodstock Fire Department.

The Cabot Funeral Home is assisting the family.

Doris Ethel (Potter) Roberts, 91, died on Wednesday 
July 16, 2025 at the Jack Byrnes Center in Lebanon, N.H. 
She was born on January 17, 1934 at home in South Pom-
fret, the daughter of Allan and Ethel (Luce) Potter.

Doris lived in South Pomfret and Woodstock, and for 
several years wintered in Wachula, Florida. Her parents 

owned the Teago Garage and there she spent her youth 
alongside her father acquiring mechanic skills. Over the 
years, she also spent time at various other jobs, including 
Houghton’s, Red and White, and Gillinghams. 

Her talents in the kitchen led to several roles; cooking 
for MIT students at their Vermont retreat, teaching Girl 
Scouts skills to earn their cooking badge, and creating 
numerous wedding cakes over the years. She was a do-
cent at the Billings Farm and Museum, and a committed 
member of the Grange from the time she was a youth un-
til her death. Over the years she was involved in numer-
ous community organizations including the Vermont Ex-
tension Service, South Pomfret 
Home Dem, and Ladies Circle. 

Doris enjoyed gardening, a 
wide variety of needlework, 
and square dancing. She canned 
and froze produce from her sub-
stantial garden to see her family 
through the winters. She won 
numerous awards through Po-
mona and State Grange contests 
for her embroidery, knitting, 
and crocheting. As a capable 
seamstress, she made much of her children’s clothing, 
and sewed many square dance outfits for everyone as 
well. 

She was predeceased by her parents, Allan and Ethel 
Potter, her sister, Madine Ballentine, and her husband, 
Raymond. She is survived by her children, daughter June 
(Kenneth) of Castleton, son Anthony of Weathersfield; 
and by her grandchildren, Charles Ward, Timothy Rob-
erts, Matthew Roberts, Hillary Ward, Sarah Roberts, and 
Molly Haynes; as well as by great-grandchildren Emma, 
Marshall, Carter, Weston, Josie, Jasmine, and Jace.

A memorial gathering will be held on Saturday, July 26 
from 2-4 p.m. at the Pomfret Town Hall. Burial is being 
held privately. 

While Doris loved flowers, she much preferred a kind 
word or generous deed, so, in lieu of flowers, please con-
sider a donation to the Teago Fire Department, P.O. Box 
40, South Pomfret, VT 05067 in her memory.

An online guestbook can be found at cabotfh.com.

Historian will talk about 
Vermont’s long-ago sheep 
industry on Sunday
By Aaron Rubin
Standard Correspondent

The public is welcome to hear about a unique chapter in Vermont’s histo-
ry at the Bridgewater Grange Hall this Sunday, July 27, when historian Jan 
Albers will talk about when Vermont was the epicenter of the Merino sheep 
industry in the 19th century. 

“It’s a fun thing to speak on because if you live in Vermont, you always 
hear about the Merino sheep boom, but you don’t know what it really was,” 
Albers told the Standard. “I’ve gotten a lot of questions when I gave [this talk] 
before, and so people are very interested in this subject.” 

Albers is well-versed in Vermont history. She was the former director of 
the Henry Sheldon Museum in Middlebury and is the current president of the 
Vermont Historical Society. She is also the author of “Hands on the Land: A 
History of the Vermont Landscape,” in which she writes that what ultimately 
forms Vermont’s landscape and the surrounding environment are the deci-
sions made by human beings. As the public will learn at the talk on Sunday, 
the Merino sheep industry has shaped the heavily forested environment that 
currently exists in Vermont. 

“The first half of the 19th century coincided with the Merino sheep boom,” 
said Albers. “Vermont became 75 percent deforested, which is very hard to 
picture.” 

Merino sheep were introduced in Spain in the Middle Ages and were 
brought to Vermont by financier and diplomat William Jarvis, who had a farm 
in Weathersfield. The breed of sheep was sought after for its “special proper-
ties,” as a soft, warm, and itchless type of wool, said Alber. 

With a mountainous landscape suitable for sheep farming and most of its 
forests cleared, there was now fertile ground for what many hoped would be 
a perpetually prosperous future in Vermont. The state was now the epicenter 
of a global Merino sheep market that was so tremendous in scale that at its 
height in 1840, there were around 1,681,000 sheep in Vermont — six sheep 
for every person in the state, according to Albers. 

Tens of thousands of sheep were in numerous towns before most became 
concentrated at a handful of the most industrious farms located in Addison 
County. These farms made “huge amounts,” said Albers, with a focus on 
breeding “the perfect Merino.” 

But for the captains of the Merino industry, the good times couldn’t last for-
ever. As a result of crushing national tariff policies and the realization that it 
was cheaper to raise sheep in the Midwest, “the bottom of the market fell out 
for Merino sheep,” said Albers. Consequently, up to two-thirds of Vermont’s 
sheep were slaughtered between 1846 to 1850. 

“It was incredible how fast it collapsed,” she said. “Vermonters had to 
scramble looking for other ways to make a living, and a lot of them didn’t. A 
lot of them just had to leave. It was a time of struggle.” 

Agriculture didn’t end in Vermont, of course. Dairy farming filled the void, 
including in the strategic location of the Connecticut River Valley, and the 
industry was found to be “more lucrative,” said Albers. 

“[Dairy farming] is better suited to the flatter valleys like the Champlain 
Valley and the Connecticut Valley here in Vermont, and that’s where the rail-
roads were coming up as well, that could take some milk to Boston and Con-
necticut. That was a huge landscape transformation,” she said. 

The transformation led to Vermont becoming famous for its history of dairy 
See HISTORIAN TALK - Page 5A
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farming and its production of cheeses and a global ice cream 
empire. 

The regrowth of trees on cleared farmland may have also 
played a significant role in the abundance of maple syrup found 
to be produced across the state, as many maple trees grew on the 
land, added Albers. Forestation may “have helped a lot for tour-
ism,” she added, bringing in recreation like hiking and skiing 
around beautiful canopied landscapes.

These subsequences can serve as lessons about how a pop-
ulation’s landscape could be better understood and utilized for 
more sustainable practices in industry and land stewardship. In 
the face of current challenges like climate change, those lessons 
are still relevant today. 

“I think people did gradually come to appreciate the forested 
landscape in a way that they hadn’t understood a reason for in 
the first half of the 19th century,” said Albers. “Whatever land-
scape we have today, it’s not going to be the same 50 years from 
now. We’ll hope we’re learning the environmental lessons we 
need to learn to have a healthier Earth as we go forward.” 

Albers’ talk will begin at 2 p.m. Audiences will have the op-
portunity to ask questions following her speaking portion.

HISTORIAN TALK From Page 4A

Northern Stage cuts ribbon on new staff and artist housing 
Northern Stage celebrated the grand 

opening of its brand-new artist and staff 
housing development on Tuesday, July 22, 
at 5:30 p.m., with a ribbon-cutting ceremo-
ny featuring remarks by Northern Stage 
Producing Artistic Director Carol Dunne 
and managing director Jason Smoller, cam-
paign chair Nancy Murray, board chair Jon 
Spector, and Hartford Select Board Chair 
Mary Erdei. 

According to a press release, the 18-
unit, 24-bed development, located just one 
block from the Barrette Center for the Arts 
on Gates Street, marks the culmination of 
Northern Stage’s $8.5 million Act II Cam-
paign: A Vision for the Future of Northern 
Stage, White River Junction, and the Re-
gion. The event commemorated not only 
the completion of the project but the gen-
erosity of more than 300 individual donors 
who made the vision a reality. 

“This housing development is more than just a building — 
it’s a promise fulfilled,” said Producing Artistic Director Carol 
Dunne. “Our new ‘arts campus’ supports the creative profes-
sionals who bring Northern Stage’s work to life and ensures that 
theater continues to thrive in downtown White River Junction.”

Designed by Bread Loaf Corporation’s Jim Pulver, the ar-
chitect behind the Barrette Center for the Arts, the new cam-
pus includes essential amenities for year-round artist and staff 
housing, an EV-equipped parking lot, and a pocket park. It will 
allow Northern Stage to return 15 previously rented units back 

to the local housing market and re-
duce annual housing expenses by 
over $200,000. 

This milestone achievement also 
demonstrates the campaign’s broad-
er impact. In addition to the hous-
ing project, the Act II Campaign 
has strengthened Northern Stage’s 
endowment and funded a 10-year 
Impact Fund. According to North-
ern Stage, the fund is already trans-
forming the company’s operations 
— raising staff wages, expanding 
accessible programming, and in-
creasing investment in large-scale 
productions and educational offer-
ings. 

Board chair Jenn Argenti added, 
“This project has been a dream for 
years, and it’s finally real. It’s a mo-
ment of immense pride not just for 

our organization, but for the entire Upper Valley community that 
rallied behind it.” 

2025/2026 season announced 
Following this major achievement, Northern Stage turns its 

focus to a new season of live theater. Tickets are now on sale 
for the 2025/2026 Season, with shows as follows:

•	 “Come From Away,” Sept. 24 to Oct. 26, 2025 
•	 “Peter & Wendy,” adapted by Eric Love, Dec. 4, 2025 to 

Jan. 1, 2026 
•	 “The World Is Not Silent,” by Don Nguyen, Feb. 4-22, 

2026 
•	 “The Children,” by Lucy Kirkwood, starring Gordon 

Clapp, March 25 to Apr. 12, 2026 
•	 “Wonder! A Woman Keeps A Secret,” by Talene Monahon, 

May 13-31, 2026 
For tickets and more information, visit northernstage.org or 

call the box office at 802-296-7000. 

Board Chair Jon Spector gives a 
friendly welcome to the guests at the 
ceremony.	            Mark Washburn Photo

Northern Stage Managing Director Jason Smoller addresses guests during the ribbon-cutting ceremony held Tuesday evening at the theater company’s new artist and 
staff housing development in White River Junction.													                    Mark Washburn Photo


