
pt•th tor l'tfcd1Vt', Ul'mocratic governnwnh Ml' s1.'Vl'rdy 
yuJIIfwd ,it bl'sl 

The mstall,1tinn of eleCll•d civilian govl'rnml'nts m Cen· 
tr.11 Amened is ,du..,c for hopt', but not nen·..,..,anlv for 
nptmw,m Pn·sidl·nt Cere10',; Jdministration offr•rs lhl• 
polt-ntial ot .:ill•..,.., brutJI, mnn• 1ust <,111wtv. Hut 111 hi.., post­
l'lertion pre.,.., ,·onh•n•nn· lw .idrrntll'd th.it his p.irty 
,·ouldn·1 otter th._, ,;nci.:il and l'nmom1c rdl1rms 1t h<1d advo­
cated J Je,·dd1.· 1.·arlil•r "bt•rau..,t· the political ..,ituallon has 
deteriorated smcl' lht•n.,. "VVl' <.IT(.' rt'<1lis1<,," hl• cmpha· 
stl'l'd ,1., he outhm:d h,.., hopes tor dl•ahng with tlw erono­
mv. n·v1v111g thl· courh, and n·orgarnnng tlw s1.•,untv 
tllr(cs It thl· new govl'rnmcnt., of Cu<1temalJ ,ind Hondu­
r,i-, provl' m1 mon• ,·apahll· th,rn their pr1.•d1.•n''>'>OP, ot pro­
duung d bettn ht,• for their popul,1t11m, the hopes ford 
J1.•nH11.rat11. Central Amert(,! could hl' n·plan•d bv d new 
cvd1.· of reprt''>'>H111 Jnd nnl rnnthrt 

lhl'.,l' govl'rnnwnh will lll'l'd help from tht> Unitt-d 
Stale'> 1n n·bu1lding thl'lr P(onomtl''>, p<1l1t•nc1.• m their l'I· 
torh to nin.,truct ,1 m11re eltl•ct1vt• ,ind d1.•mon.1tic poht1eal 

order, and grl'ater fret•dom m s1.•1.•king solutions to region­
al problt•ms. Thl' nation,11 pn•offupation with thl' ddidl 
and the impact of Gramm-Rudm,m will m.ikl' it difficult to 
maintain curn·nt 11.•vl•ls of .issistann• to the n•gion, much 
11.•ss to fund any new programs. M,rny in the administra­
tion and in Congn",s, who ,1n• inclined to proclaim d vic­
tory ft1r dt·nwnarv in most tif Cl·ntral Anwrir,1 ,md focus 
their alll'nlion on pfforts to isol,1tl' and dt•stabili:1.1.• Nic.1ra­
gua, ignon• the l'ffl•ct such polici1.•s will havc on thl' n•st of 
thl' rl•gion. This ,ipproMh will reducl' still lurtlwr wh<1l· 
ever rhann•s thest• govl'rnm,•nts h,w1.• for sucn•ss. In such 
a case, th1.• ('ledions, for from bl'ing a solution to the re­
gion's probk-ms, rould bl'rtinw onlv another Pl,•nwnt in 
th1.• destruction of t hl'Sl' socil•ti1.•s. 

RICHARD L. MJLLElT 

Richard L. Milll'tt, ro-,·ditor of thl· fortlicPming Crc,rc11ls of 
Cm1f1ut: l11/cmat1m111/ ffrf11l1cn1s III lite Ctm/1/,c1111 fla,in. has 
bel'n writing on Cl'ntral Anwnra for 20 Yl'Ms. 

Political coups at the literary congress. 

LEAD ME NOT INTO PEN STATION 

BY EDWARD ROTHSTEIN 

II thl' lh<'nw ,11 the \\nter'~ lmag111atu,n ,rnd lht· lm.igin,ilmn 

111 tlw '-olali' prov,·, ,is h-rtlil' ,ls 1v,· hopt·, !we w1III bt· ,1ble tP 

In·,· llllr',l'h , • ., ~wrlup, trom ,, h'w Pl lh,· ,1.1!,· per~ped1ve~ of 

m<>ckrn thought m th1, 11111th dn,ldl' ot ttw kchnologt,,11 

\ !'rl!tH\ 

.\·,,rm,111 .\1111/n r•n",1de11/ i>f /he 48/11 

/n/,•r111//r,ll/1/I /'/ ;\' { !ll/grcv, 111 //11· f'r>•gram /~n>4 

B'l Tl IL ('.'\Dot thl' lnkrnat1unc1I l'F:\ Congrt'S'>, whit·h 
!pol,_ pl,1u• m m1d-Jc1nu<1rv at the !:_.,.,ex I louse 111 Nt•w 

't11rk. :\orm,u1 Mailer wa., angrv. I It· wa.., .,huuting at 
wonwn who wt•n• w.ilk111,i.; out, fl•grdt1ng that hl' h,;1d not 
wntten d mnrt· '>ubst.inttal siwech, and annoyed that so 
h•v1, , 1! thl· "Pl'dkl'r'> on the panel., h.iJ dl'vntt•d anv time to 
thrnktng ,1bout the nmgrt • .,.,.., tht•mt•. M.ider w,1s takmg ti 
.ill qu1h· fWrson.iil\· A., prl'stdent ot tht• /\m1.·ric.in i'LN 
Center. !w had '>pl'nt month., helpmg to org,rn1zl' this fir'>! 
<.ungn·.,, 1n Anwnra 111 211 n•Jr'>, orw t•I thl· largt•,;t g.ither· 
mg., ot hlt•r,1rv u·h•bnt11.•., 111 th1., n·nturv-.ill for thh Su­
'>an '->onlag. d Vlt'l' prt•s1dt•nl ,if thl' Amt•rK,111 l'LN Ct•nll•r, 
wa., l·,l1l111g th,· nwl'lmg ,1 "trave.,tv ,. And none of thl· 
m,qnr nwd1,1 n·porh Wl'Tl' 1nduwd lo dt.,agrt•t• 

lridn•d. Pl.:\(. ongrt''>S mt•morabd1a would indudl' Iittll' 
m, 1n· th,111 htgh·mmded uindl'mn,1t1on., nf tvrannv m•.ir 

:,· IHI '-I W l<I l'l IHI! 

and lar, Jnd ..,,,lf•rightl'ous d1splavs of compassion. Gun· 
ll'r Cr.i.,s, tlw (.;(•rm,111 noVl·list, n•mindl'd tlw t·ongrl'SS, 
.ig,1111 ,md ,1gai11, ol thl' st,irving pl'oplt· of thl' world. Toni 
Morrison, th,· n•mnwrn.illy and rritKally acclaimed black 
Anwrican wrih•r, solemnlv ded.in•d that she could not 
ron..,id1.•r hl'r'>l'lf /\nwriran, bt'.Ct1use tht· stall' h,1d always 
h,1J pl,m.., to kel'P lwr .i slave. Ros,irio Murillo, .i sonwtifllC 
pol'! and wiie of the Nir<1raguan presidl•nt, accused the 
Lnitl'd Stall's of gt•nondt• m Niear,1gua. Cl'mgl' McGov· 
l'rn. thl· former pre'>1denti.il candidate, dl'dared his defeat 
(and Sll'Vt·nson'., and MondJll··..,) to bl' signs nf the lark of 
1m,1gmation of the Aml'rit·,in people. And Dt•rek Walcott, 
tlw C.uibb1.·an-born p1.wt. pr,1isl'd th1.· ,1ssl'mbll•d vvrite~s 
for their couragl': ''Tht·rt• is no onl' herl' who wouldn 1 

t•ndun• t\1rturl' for the sakt· of truth." Thl' C,111.idi,111 novel· 
,..,t Roh·rt..,on Davl('s, for Olll', wasn't sure lw nmld kePP 
up with all thl' indignc1tion and pridl': "I'> a Canadian a 
l1tt111g pl'rson to sp,~ak 111 '>uch nimp.iny 7 What can Cana· 
J,1 ..,,,v Ill vou whose wounds ,Hl' fn·sh ,ind bk(•ding?" Or 
.i., s<l~l l\~•llow's I krzog might haw s,11d, "Lead nw not 
into PEN station." 

Wh.it could h,1v,• brought such ,l distinguished literal')' 
gatht•ring to ..,uch ,1 leVl•I of pl,1t1tud1.•) I low could the 



congress, run bv an organization dl'Vlltl'd to wntL•rs and 
l~eir liberties, h.iw yil•hfod Ml ft•w obsL•n·,1tions of lasting 
literary value anJ so many obsL·n·ations Llf rhetoric<1l and 
political t•xress? • 

Some answers Wt'n' h1 be tound m lhl• th ... •rne llf tlw 
congress, which set the intellt•ctu<1I prernist'S for the meet­
ing. An exploration of "The Wrilt'r's lnugination ,md the 
Imagination of thl' State," thl' conference proposed an 
opposition bPtWl't'n the two: "Tht• writer plisst•ssl's or is 
possesst>d by an im,1gination, and life is gP1ll'r,1tt•d thert•­
by. In tht• final vears ol the 20th t't'nturv, the state pos­
sesses an imagin.itinn of its t1wn ,rnd s<1111cthi11:,; is gt•nt>rat­
ed thert>by. It has bet•n widely nott'd th,11 gon•rnnwnts are 
!n important ways impervio~s to tlwir citizt'ns' t·ontrol. It 
15 suggeslt'd th,it tlwse two im,1ginations ,m.• in nmtlict ,111 
over the W(lrld, ,md th,11 sul'h nmtlirt is tht• most impt1r­
tant issut• facing the writer in tht• 1980s." 

The writt•r's 8ift of im,1gin,1tion is thus ninfrontt•d by a 
generalized "stall'" th,11 gives rist• to an ominous "st1nw­
thing" distinct from tht• will ,ind rontrol of its ritiZl'ns. 
That "something" tak.t•s on human torm ,rnd so mav he ,111 
the more thn:.:ttl'ning to writl'rs "all over tlw world." Mail­
er's keynotl' ,1ddress ,1tll•mplt•d tht• hrs! mort' specific dt'­
Scription of th.it ~wculi.ir imagin,1tion: "lm,1~es llf future 
activities arc projl'ctt•d jbv the st.tll'I; histonc,11 dt•sires 
Which n•quirt' exreption,;l soluti1llls- .1s tor inst,mn', 
sendin~ a man to tht• moon--an• undertaken. Mt•ntal ron· 
cepts of the futurl' .irl' formed whid1 .1n· not ,1t'lu,1llv prt•­
Sent to the sPnst•s---.inotlwr w,1y of savini:; th.it t'\'t•rv st,11t> 
has a budget." The im,1gin,11ion of tlw st.ill', Maill•r wt•nt 
?n to t·xpl,1in, is not alt11gt•ther ,is innocent ,ls nwon l,md­
ln~s and financial pl,1 ns. It interft·rt•s, it \lpprt•sst•s. M,iikr 
pointed in partit:ul,ir to the "m'urotie gi,mts" of tht• USSR 
and U.S.-"drunkl'll parents" spawnin~ tl'rrorists. 

FACED with such ,1 "something," ol course tht• writl'r 
was on his guard, in st•ss1011 ,1fll'r St'ssion. "Alienation 

and the St,llt'" questioned whetlwr wnters \\'t'rt' ,1lil•n,1ted 
from !ht• state in nt•w w.ivs, ,rnd wlwtlwr ,1lit•n,1ti1m is 
Promotl•d by that sl,1te. "l;mblrn1s of N,11i11n.il ldentitv" 
asked wht>tht•r a writt·r c<1n rompett' with thP st<1ll' or t'Vl'll 
develop .:i rl'lationship to tlw soci,11 onkr. "In Oppt)sihon" 
~ent so far as to ,1sk: "What does it ffiL',111 to he in opposi­
tion, not to this or that 1,t,1te policv or ,Khon, but in J,,;.it•rkt·­
faard's phr,1se, 'to lht• whok of e~istcllt't•'?" And nuri,11 to 
The task of the writer was "The Utl1p1an lm.1gin,1tion." 
t h~st' rlicht~d tlwmes mi~ht Sl't'm rel,1tin•lv l,mw, hut 
heir almost invisiblt• prt•swnptions about tlw im,1hin,1tion 

of the writt•r ,rnd the n,1turl' ol the "sl,th•" hel~wd l,1v tlw 
&round for what the rongn•ss would bt•conw. 

Problems .nose the minute the ,ibstr.iction (ll tht> "st.itc" 
Was rnadt• concrt•tt·. It w,1s de,1r tlw Soviet Unum wnuld bl' 
?f very littlt• int1..•rcst. It is h,milv an intt'rt'stinh ,Kl lll 
~rnagin_ation to claim th.it this p,ntirnlar st,11l' is "imperv1-

Us 10 its cihz1•ns' nmtrol," or that 111 its tfommwn wnters 
are fac •d . s e with l't•rt,1in probll•ms. "Whv do nn1 w,rnt t.1 

nPeak platitudes?" s,11d Pdt'r Schneider, the Wt•st Cerm,rn 
ov 1· 

e 1st, Wht·n tht• subJt•rt arost•. Moreover, thl' Stwil'I 

Union has no PEN chapter, ,md rl'lust•d lll ,11lt1w ib mntt•d 
wntt•rs h 1 ,ltlt•ntL rdt•rring to ,1n ".itmnspht'rt• L>l hlistil­
itv." The trulv intt•resting r,1se would be the st,1lt' wht·n· 
,1lien.itil111 ,md oppt1s1liLm pn•sunhlhlv wen· mort' suhtk, 
and vill,1inv lt•ss de,tr 

As sonn ,1s tlw \n1rd w,1s lllll th.it St•crt•t,H\' ot St,llt' 
Gt•orge Shultz was to delin•r a wckominp: spt•t•rh to tht• 
congrt>ss, AmL'rira's n1lt• as "st,1te" \Y.lS wl,1!1\·clv sdtlt•d. 
For Shultz's n·rv pn':-l'lKt' was t,1k.cn .is .in t'x,1mpk ()! tlw 
ron~ress's thL'OlL': tlw m.ind.irm ,1t the state mel'ling a 
polis ol poets. t.:h.·nomKt•d .is a rt•pn'SL'llt,1lt\'l' ol • 'the mtl:-1 
idl•11!,,i:;ic,1llv right-wing adminislratinn this r,,trntn· h.is 
vl't St'l'n" lw E. L [)pdoniw, Shult<' inspired ,l!l the Ppp1)­
sition tlw progr,1111 s,1 abstr.irth· dl'scribeJ-induding 
h1ssmg, demonstratin' dl•p.irtures lrlllll the hall . .ind rries 
of ,mhrv prot,·st. 

Sus,m Sontag lalt•r told nw slw th,mght it w,1s the ap­
peM,HKL' ot Shultz that lt•d Ill thl' dedi1w ol the rlmgress 
by bl'ginning it ,is .i p<1hlll',il l'\'t•nt--,111d n•inh•rnng the 
PEN bo,irJ' s ,1pp,1n·nt intt•ntion tn turn ,1 .,,lbL•r prnkssmn­
,ll meeting mlo a pubhcitv occ,1s1on. But Shulll was Just .i 

diversion. In tact. the "s,1mething" in question \\'.lS murh 
bi~gt.•r th.in the st·nt'l,irv. The problt•m was rwt. as smnl' 
suggt'sted, that ,1 figurdwad ,11 tht• st.ilt• should lllll han' 
bt'l'll invill'd to ,1ddress a wrih.'rs· mel'ling. The prl'stdenb 
of \'l'lll'Z.uela .ind Brc1nl h,1n• ,1ddressl'd PEN Ct>ngresses, 
as had I.irk. L.mg, Fr,mce's culture rzdr; th1• d1rt•rtor gt•twr­
,11 of UNESC{ l. /\m,1dou-M,1ht.1r M'How, W,lS .1b,1 srt.•,,k­
inh th,11 wn•k. at ,1 PE:\-:--ponsored prt'ss nmtt'rt•n,:t'. There 
was t'\'t'll ,1 panel sdwdukd w1:h p1llitici.1ns Ill ,lltt•nd,1nre. 

Mtirt'l'H'r. om• ti! PEN's "guests ,ll honor· w.is Omar 
Cabez.as, \vhose PL'Slllon Ill the Ministry l•I the Interior 111 

Nir,ir,1gu,l nnt onlv mak.es him ,1 p,nt ot !ht• st.ill'. but P\'t'S 
him ,1uth(1ritv llH'r censorship ,rnd prisl,ns (See "A Cm·r­
rill,i .ind llis Pt•n," p,1gt' 24.) Anotlwr w,1s \V,mg t-.kng, a 
Chitlt'S(' wrikr who is vire chairm,111 nt the Wntt•r's Asso­
ci,ilion in Chma, ,md ,l member lll the Ccntr,11 C11mn11tll'c 
L)i tlw Commumst P,1rtv in Chin,1--,111 l1ttiri.1l n·pn'Sl'tH.i­
livt' lif the st,1tt•'s \'It'\'-' nf litt•r,1turc. So thl' principk l'I 
PEN's "mdt•pt>ndenrl•" iwm thl' slate w,1s nlil tlw 1ssta•. It 
was, instc.id, that Shultz rt'pn•sented a parltcular cnunlrv 
and ,l particul.ir sd ol pl1linl':--. 

T l !US, the "sl'llll'lhin)!;" hei:;,111 to l,lkl' sh,lpl'. \\'tlli,1111 
C,1ddis. h•r 1;.•x,1mpll' . .tlt,Kkt·d :\nwnc,111 h1rc1gn ptili­

n·, Anwnr,111 dl'it•nsl' str.1tegv. :\nwnr,m rt.•hgious beht'ts. 
Cunh•r Crass went on lo s,iv: "Wh0t'\'t•r still l,chevt'S ·11w 
t\nwrit',111 w,n· ot lih•' 1s .i \·1c1He p,llh tl, 1,1kt' h,1s !t1 l'!(_• 

l'1H1u~h of .i lwpncntc to ht· .1hk hl i~nnn• the slums on tht• 
pt•riplwrv ,rnd tht• worldwtdt• hunger " From Salman 
Rushdie's ,1sst•rtion th.it the l'.111tl'd St,1tcs supptlrts tht' 
dru~ tr,1dt• in l\1k.ist,m. Ill lshm.1d Rt'l'd' s ,HYU~,,tion t h,ll 
Anwric,1 n•prl'sses "Rt•d Fn~hsh. Hwwn English .. ind 'td­
ll1w Fnglbh," the rongrc!'is dc\elo~wd its own 1deolppral 
nlrl'. t\n t•ntire p,uwl Llll "Censnrsh1p m tlw L'S:\· tunwd 
up wh,1t Rnbl·rt Hl'rnsll'm lll R,mdnm I hn1Sl' r,1lkd ,1 
"st,1ggering, st.iggt•rm~ hst" ol bl1ok.s 111 tlw L'ntll'd St,1tcs 
th.it han· hl't'n rt·nHwcd from hhr.1r1es 111 v.in1nis CL•nunu-



nifa•s, Grass asked onCl', i:wrhaps m11n· out of provoc,1tion 
th,,n conviction: "b capitalism bl•tter thJn gulag commu­
nism' I don't thmk so." 

So wht•n S.iul Bclhm, g,we an l'legant Tocqm•villi,m por­
tratl of lhl• writer'., alienation in the Umted St,1tt•s, all ht• 
had to do was mcntmn America's relative success m guar­
antl·emg nghh .ind maten.il wdfare to bt• .,l'I upon for his 
l'allousness. Gr.is.,, Brl'yten Brevtenb.ich, Allen Ginsberg, 
Nadtnl' Gordinwr, and Rushdie rl•minded him of Ameri­
cJ'-; l'Vils, its l'Xplo1t.itions, its South Bron:.. tem•nwnh, and 
the martyrdom of Nic.iragu.ins. "I st.irtcd out giving a 
historical sketch," fkllliw replied, ".ind vou are unfortu­
natl•lv stampeding me mto political positions." I le spoke 
of the "abandonment ol .:i langu.igc of .irt" 111 lavnr of 
"anchorm,.rn 1argon and thl' Jargon (1f 50 to h() ve.irs of 
radic.il milttancv" In IY48 Georgl' Orwell wrote, "To be 
anh-Amenc,111 nov,tad.ivs 1s to .,hout with the mob." I lerP 
tho.,e voices could be he,ird. 

BCT if th,.., JJrgon (and its as.,ociated set of idca.:;J had 
tlit-n1tf1cd a ,pt•nftc -.t,,tt• a., villain, 11 abo nl'l'ded a 

<,peciftc state as hem: on this occa.,.on Nicaragua <,erved 
lht~ purpo<,e Thl'fl' tht• 1magmalion of tht• (Amt•rK.in) ..,t,itl' 
could lx· seen nd.:inou.,lv at work, ,trangling .i rl'volution 
and pushmg it mto dl'<,poh-.m. Omar Cab<'/J<,, .ilong with 
Ros,irio Munl!(> of Ni,·,u.igua's hrst familv, hl'ld rourt ,it a 
table rn Rumpl'lm,1vers at the St. Mon I/ bl'lween st•.,.,1011.,, 
In h1-. public tall,. C..ib1..•?c1<, pn·wntcd N1r,irilguan writer< 
dt•m,1nd-. for "our nght to loVl'. ,md cn•ate ""\Vt• too," 
ht• .,aid, "w,111t lo bt• the 1,md of opportunity " llans 
Chn,toph Huch, thl' chairman of a '>l'','iJon on n<11lon,1I 
11..lentitv, tool,. !ht• hbertv ot rl'ading out loud ,1 pl'lition 

again,! U S poltrv tn Nic,iragua, footnoting it with his 
own vocJl support On !ht• tm,11 day Norman M,1ill'r rl'Jd ii 
agam, mtonmg t•.1eh of thl' 14Y .,1gm•rs' namt'"· 

As tor the su,pt·nsmn of nv1l lilwrtit's ,ind the S.indini<,­
tas' long-standmg notam., of M.irx1,H,eninist rcvolut11m 
on th,· Cuban model, JS !(1r tht· .,h',1dy stifling ol dt-..,t'nt 
and 'iupprt•.,.,mn of tho,t• dl•mocr,1tic forn•s that hPlped 
thl' Sand1111st.1-. ovprthrow Somoz.1, J'i for lhl' curb., on 
unwns ,rnd repre,s1on pf the Church, thl' forred m1gr<1· 
!Ions and killmg., of !ht• :-V11-.l,.1to Jndi,m.,. ,111 .,uch ITJ.Jtlt•r-. 
wt·n· glo.,scd ovl'r. "\;1t·ar.igua 1s -.o bt•.iutitul," C,1bel'..1., 
pnKlaimt•,L 11., problem, .,o r,1llou-.lv ,·au.:;,•d bv thl' L'mll'd 

Stall'"· 
PEN'-, prod,umed "nonpohllcal" po.,t• w.i., bl'ht>d not 

iust bv the wntt•r-. themsdn•s, but bv !ht· rt•m.irkahlt• u,n­
fluen,·e of pomts ol Vlt'W in thl' st.itt>smt•n mvitl'd tu thl' 
fin.ii -.e.,.,10n-P1crre Trude.iu, Ceorge McCovnn, .ind 
Bruno Krl'1-.l-v. Arthur Schle-.mg1•r, ,·h<linng thv <,t•ssion, 
pral'>t.'d Mr(;overn tor lightmg over-;t•a-. during World 
War II wh1h- Re.Jg.in \\',l" m I lollvwood, ,md prod.iiml·d 
th,1t Krl'tskv, thl' torml'r chann•lh,r of Au ... tna. must bt• 
lt.,tl•m•d to 11 Wl' w,ml pean• 111 the Middle L,.,1 Kn•1skv 
wt•nt -.o far ,1-. to c;ill tor ,Krommodation lo dll tl'rrorhls' 
dl•m.:inJ., lor rt•cogn1t10n, ,md said of Q,1dd.ili. "I It- is ,1 
rl'volullonarv, I ,1m l'Volution,irv." 

And -.o thl' prl•sumpt1ve polihc,11 lml's 111 tht· nmgn·.,., 

22 ltlf '\;fV. Rl.l'l.fll I( 

were dr<1wn, ag<1in and ,1gain marking out thl· boundaries 
of what might be C,llll'd thl· intern.itional countl'rculturc. 
The volume of assumption, thl' ,1bsl'nn• of genuine argu· 
men!, the indiffl'renre to othl'r posilillllS, .is though only 
thes{' positions wen• appropriatP for a nonpartisan, non· 
political congress, wert• stunning. Would ,rny spl•aker 
hJve d.irl'd to pr.iist• Reag,111 as Schll'singer ,rnd Caddis 
and numt•rou., others rondemm•d him? Would ,my p,rncl 
speakl'r havl' opPnly rnnd(•mned the left as rnnsistl•ntlv as 
its po-.itions wen• praised? The congress a., .:i whole was 
not .,imply a likr.iry congn•<,s, or ,1 literary congn•ss gone 
politic<1I. On display Wl'rl' tht• m,rnners of contemporary 
hter.:irv rultun•. If thl• rongre<,s w,1s J "travesty," it w<lS 
bt·cc1use it simplv di.,pl,1yed with full forcl' its own hidden 
presumptil ms. 

YET thost• pn·sumptions didn't h1:ld -.w.iy 1·ntirely un: 
rhalll'ngcd. rhen• w,1-. ,1 d1ssl•nt111g sens1b1hty ,11 the 

congn•ss, which attackl•d the ide.is found even in the 
phrasing of the yue.,tions. It ber.imt• dl•.ir from thl' .:iudi· 
l'IKl''., enthusid.,tk n•sponse to tht•<,e attarks that the un· 
dl'rlving pn·rni-.l' of thl' congress w.i., wrung. It w,1s not 
po,.,ibk ,imply to .is.,un,e that thl•n• was a link betwl•cn 
litt•raturl' ,md ldt-wing politiral vil'W" that c<1st tlw writer 
"" cru.,,ldt>r .igainst lhl' undiffen•ntiatcd power-. of the 
state. 

Amo., o,., tor l'x,1mplt•, rhallt•ngl'd the Vt'ry posing of 
th,• thl'nw, with its rl'fl·n•m·e to the ".,t,1te." Calling for a 
p,utin1IJritv, rather th,111 ,1 grand<'ar, of vision, hl• made 
lhP <,jmpkst of prodt1mation'>·· tht1I thl•n• Ml' dq.>;recs of 
t·vil, that tht• wntl·r bear<, responsibilitv for rn,1king distinc· 
lion-.. (St•t• "A Writt•r's Guidt•," page 28.) Wht•n hl' fin· 
1-.h<'d tht•r(• wa., a <,ust,11ncd outburst of applausP, t•nthusi· 
asrn, and rdwl. Simil,uly wht•n Mario V.ng,1s Llosa 
rl'sl<,tt·d 1,h·aliz111g tht• wrill'r, took the m•t•d tor the state 
.,,,nou-.lv, r,1lled dl•motT,KV .i "nwdionl'" system but a 
necc-..,,irv orw, ,111d atl,Kked, p,1ssion.1tl'lv, antidenwrr.itic 
Sl'n<,tbiliti1·s in fellow L1tin Anwrit·,m wrikr<,, tht• sus­
t.iirwd tivalmn was .in t·xpr(•ssion of a public voin• freed 
from tactful silenn• 

Hut that sill-nee w,1s om• of !ht• 1.irgl'ly unrem.irkcd prov· 
ocabons of ttw nmgn•s<,. l:vl•n tht• pl'lition ag<1insl United 
States policy in Nit·.ir.igu,1, the most rirnil.itl•d and publi· 
nn•d document al tht· congress, could gl'I only 149 signa· 
turl's out of tht• 700 or so in ,1ttend,11irt•. This was unn•cog· 
111/l'd di-.<,ent, lht· voin• of writers choosing .,ohtude ,ind 
silt•ncl' over public posl''i, wht•thcr they agrl'ed or not 

In the t·chol's of th1• sih·nn· could be he,ud how little 
Lr,1<,s .:ind I lan<,-Magnus En;,ensberger ,ind Morrison and 
Ru.,hd1e and Sthneider ,111d Vonnl'gut and Dodorow <1nd 
P.ilPV were re,1llv s,1ying .ind how unconvincing thcY 
wer:.. \.\lh.it thl'V ·Wl'rt: ,lftPr wa., <1 kind of ),;l'Sturl', ,1 Jero· 
om,tr,11ton ol .,omething l,u difft•rt•nt from tht' mundane 
,1tlention to dl'l,1il and rircumstann· that orllinJrily makes 
for poltltr~---or literaturt·. 

The m1.1nn·s of such dissent Wt•n• m•gll'l'll'd from the 
st.irt by the organizers of th(• progrilm, ceh.•brated writers 
from lh(• United St,1lt•!-. ,md their Wl•stern n1lle,1gul'S, wh0 



may havl' ft.•lt not ,1 little nwv lll thnsL' who h,1d sultt.•n•d 
undt.•r true tvr,1nnies. Atkr all, tlw l'[)::,llll/l'fS t'<lllll' from 
predsdy thost.• countrit.•s where the state 1s mt1st opt.•n tt1 
transform<1tion, and wlwn• the rolt· of the \\'flier 1s ol lt•,1st 
significann·. Me,rnwhik, L1sll'm Europt',Hl writt.•rs, such 
as Czesl.1w Milos.1, or ~{lviel t•migres, such ,is V,1silv 
Aksyonov, Wt'H' from countri1•s wlwn• surh qtwstinns 
havt• lift•-and-de,ith sig111tir,111rc ,md wlwrc tlw role ,if tlw 
Writer is of immenst' imporl,111n·. i\s l'hilip Roth onl'l' put 
it, hL'fl' '\•vcrvthing g1ws ,md nothing 111,1ltt•rs" whik 
lht•re "nothing goes and evt·rvthing 111,lltt•rs." 

The ,vrilers ot the Wt•sh•rn dt>morr,Kit•s, lt•t•lmg h1ston· 
passing tht•m bv, set'tnt•d to h,1\'e b,1st•d the 1•ntin• 1·on­
gress on ,111 .ith•mpl to daim tor thC'mseln·s the tlwnws. 
urgency, moral sl,llll'l', ,md signifi1c-.111Ct.' th.11 tlwir t·ol­
leagues from the E.ist h,1n• r1t, rwt•d to sir.tin tor. In his 
quest for seriousness, h1r t'x,1mpk. ()octonnv invok1•d 
S/a11ghtcrlw11st J'1Z 1c ,ind ( 'atch-.!.! ,is m1n•ls th,11 h,1Vt' s,1\'l'd 
lives by inflt1t•nring tlw ,111tiw.ir 1110\'l'llll'lll 

THE RESL.:1 T w.is not ,m ,Ktin· t'llf;,lh!'llll'lll with tlw 
social world ,md tlw ptiwers within it, but ,1 nwt<1ph\'s­

kdl dt1im on historil·,11 urht'ncv. It 1s pl'rh,1ps the m,muf,1l·· 
tured Sl'l1Sl' ot 1•xdusion, ol livinh "unlw.ird" in denwcrat­
ic culturt•, th.it c,u1s1•s so m,1nv ol thl'St' wrih•rs to dl'ln,md 
almost rl'ligiuus s.ilv,1tion in politics, whkh bl•1·onws .1 
quest for utnpian s,1lutions. Tlw utopi,m ll'mptatmn of 
c-ourst' m.iv well lw tlwrc for l'\'l'f\' writt•r. Utopi,1. whit·h 
means "no pl,1n•," is bound to tlw \\'Prld (ll fictt(l!l. :\11 ,icl 
of imagin.itiun is ,1lmost bv th•ii11itio11 utopi,m, it is (1111\· in 
!ht> ima,:;in,ttion th.it utopi,1 c.ir1 1•x1st. 

Yet writers ,in•n't l'l)U,lll\· susn·ptibl1· to tlw uhlpi,111 
1t'mpt,1tion. It took a l"t•nlr.il Furopl',ln, Milo..,.t. hi ,1rticu­
latp !ht.• problem btith ailK,1llv ,111d dl',irlv. Cr,1ss gl1I up ,it 
011l' point durinh tlw nmhn•ss, disn1.1vt•d th,1t 11 w,1s rw(·es­
sary in c1 discussion 11! t,11led utopias to n 1 pt•,1h'dlv nwntion 
the Soviet L.:niun. ,md ,bkl'd v,:hv mtin• ,lltl'nlion w,1sn't 
paid lo tlw failun• ,ii r.ipit,1list ullipi.i. Mih1s.1 pnintt•d out 
that it w,1s simplv mnirn·d to l,1lk ,1bnut the utup1,1n \·ision 
of capit.ilism: "C.ipit,1lism w.1s ,1 n,1tur,1l grnwth ,it lite. 
there is ,l Nat11m dcl'clf'll/l.s ,1nd ,1 ,\',1t11rt1 d1·1 1clr11fr1: ,l N,1tun• 
that dl•vours .ind .i :\:,1ture dt•,·11url'd. This 1s 1ust the (1pp11-
s1k of utopi,1." 1,\lht•n·.is tlw ull1pi,111ism ,if till' tot,11itan,m 
gnvl•rnnwnts ot thl• E.1sl Sl','ms to ne,ilt' vvritt'rs wh,1 ,Hl' 

adam,mtly ,111ti-utop1,111. thl' non-ulopi,111 traditions 111 
C,lpitalism ,md dt•mocr,icv h,wt• produced wrill·rs ,1lmost 
Painfullv vulnerable to ul11pi,rn t,ml,1sv ,ibout ni.rnl-.md ,is 
Well as ab,,ut st,1h•s. 

boWhl'n sud1 writl•rs t,,1-.l' lo lhl' moral ,md p\llihc,1I Sll,lp· 

x, .is Ml m,mv did ,it l'l·.N. thl' ullipi.111 1m,1g111,1t1011 
coml•s to the ton•, trl'1•d tnim tlw dcm,inds ot n·,11itv. 
Faced with th1· Wllrld ut thl' Wl'stern dt•nmcraciL'S-- whkh 
are non-utopi,m .. tlwse n,1tive dn•,rnwrs b1•romt' restlt•ss, 
~•strl'ssl•tL Torqu1•v1llt• d1•saibes the "lwll'rogl'1wous shr• 
nng crowd" ot the dt1mocr,1tir stat1•. ,1 "motll',· nrnltitmlt• 
~ith intt.'lk·l'lu,11 w,rnts to be suppli<'<f' but l,id,ing in lr,1d1-

l
hnns and common h.ibih. This ,1tmosplwn• pos,•s ,1 prob­
em t 0 tlw wnll'r I ll'IH\" l,rnw.., n1mpl,11m•d ,l)!,,iin .rnd 

again 111 rl1c Amcnca11 St·f11t· t>f tlw ··thinness" tii Anwrican 
hie. Tlw writ1•r m,l\' tee! ,1hen,1ted from lht• dt•mocr,1hc 
sr1•m-; .is lkllow aq~ued 111 hi.-- t,1lk. !ht.· pn•senn' oi rights 
,md ridws do not ).';U.lf.Ulh'l' ,1 lwrit,1g1' nl hii:;h nilture th.it 
gin's a honw 1(1 the sninus wrikr. Tht' wrilt.'r m,1v wl'll 
t.ike his conviftitins ebewlwre. 

tk m,n· l,lkl' tlwm. more spt'cihc,11lv, Ill the Third 
W1lrld, wlwst' rltt.tl'llS, likt• bourgl'nis .uri,·ish•s in !ht• I'lth 
n·nturv, n•arn for s1inwthing ml1re th.in tht•ir past. In the 
Third Wurld, ,1s in E.1stern Euwpl', historv is not trivi.11. 
but urgl'lll. hir wh,1t is found in such plan•s ,1s Nic.u..1-
gl1.1-for tlw wnlt•r m p,1rticul.u-is the illusllm th.it histo­
n· is liter,1llv being written, th,11 a gr.ind experiment 11f the 
1m,1gin.ition is t,11-.ing pl.Kl' with thl' bigi:;1.•st th1•nws ,md 
biggest subjt'l'ls, besidt' which d.iih- lik in the capitals of 
tht' WPsl Sl't'ms tri\·i,11 indt•1c•d. I kn•-.is w,1s onn' belil'ved 
oi lfossi,1, Chin,1. Cuba. \'ietn.1111 . .ind C1mbodi,1-is Rt•\·­
nlulillll. I list,1n·, Penrte. Destmv-,1 st,1te nlming to be 
born with its ,1\\'ll krvcnt im,1i:;inalil1n, with manv plans 
for wh,11 c,rn lw m,,dl' l>I man ,rnd stKil'I\'. Right nPw such 
ofierings ,lfl' madl' ,1lmost l''\clusiveh· bv aspiring regimes 
of thl' so-r,1lkd left, thllllgh e,ulicr in this centurv the 
,ippe,11 til l;,1sdsm w .is lt•mptinf_ tor thl' s,1nw reason. 

Untortunall•h·, tlw flights ot writ1•rs' fantasies h.in• im­
plications. As V,1rgas Llos,1 said: "Vl•n· great writers can 
be tot,1llv blind in politic,1I n1.1ltt'rs .ind put all their pres­
tige ,md im,1i:;in.ition ,11 the servke ot somt•thing which 
one d,n· m.i,· destrn\· wh,11 thev do." Wl' do nt1t han' to 
lPLll-. h1l, f,1r in thl' p.ist to stumble on the false wisd,,m t1f a 
Cidt• M ,1 Ct•li1w. In t<lct. II tlw histurv nf pt11itic,1l jud~­
mcnts bv writers slwuld teJCh wrilt•rs .invthing, it is 
lrnmihtv. 

T HE CONGRESS dl'monstr,,tl'd vl'I ag,1in how stupid 
our most l,1lenh•d writ1•rs ,·,in bc .ibout historv and 

politit·s-,md h1n\· unreliabil' that f.icult\' l'i the 1m.1~ina­
tion n•,111\' is for mtellectu,11 rnmpreht·nsitm. The imagina­
tion bl'lit·n•s sn stnmglv in tis pwn utopi,1n pt,wers to 
n•mal-.t• ,rnd reninstrurt th,11 the hard material l'dges lit 
t''\PL'rit'IKt' s1't'lll to gin' w,n· bdon• it. Thl' m)\'l'I, bv na­
ture ,,fits .utfulncss. ,1llows the im,1i:;in,1tinn literal rei~n. 
Art m,n· bl' ,1 11\lble he pr ,m igrwbll' orw---but it gr,mts its 
rn•,1h1r no ,1uthorit\' ,m the truth. 

We 111.1\' bt• th,mktul alter lhl' l'E:'\ C1m~n•ss that l1ur 
wrilt•rs ,Ht' nnt the legisl.itor;;, a1·knowledged Pr un,,l--
1-.nowkdgt•d of the world. Hut lhl'\' dt, contribult' to its 
dt•b,ist•d politir,11 disc(1t1rse--and lhl'\' do. ,ls Shdkv ntit­
ed. relkt'I tlw world. l'\'l'n it lhl'\' undcrst,md it not. After 
lw,iring tlw prndam,,tiPns ol PFN. the solemn pieties and 
gt•nutll'l'lion, tlw st,1~ed compass1tm. the bw,1d-strt1 ked 
mhlgmini:;s til ,1 w.1v sl,1ti11n to uttipi.l, Shellev·s \\"lirds 
h.in• lw,wilv ininic implic,1titms: "It is impossible," hl' 
wroll', "lo re,1d the compositions ot !ht• most l'L'lt•bratcd 
writers ol the prt'sent dav without being st.ntkd with the 
1•lectril' lite whirh burns withm tlwir words. Thev measure 
tlw t"irn1mll'ren,·t• .rnd sound tlw dt•pths of hum,m nature 
with ,l compn•lwnstn· .md all-p1•m•tr,1ting spirit " Pt•rhaps 
lw didn't ,Klu,1Ilv h,l\'l' tn ltstl•n 1t1 tlwm spt•,1k 
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