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more votes than in 2017 in the
process.

Upon the final count
announcement, whichwas metwith
fervent cheers, Mr Wishart said:
“This has been another profound
and defining election which has
once again shaken the political
tectonic plates all over Scotland.

“One of the most important
featuresIbelieveisthat Scotland has
chosenadifferentand distinct future
totherest ofthe UKand that choice
will have profound consequences
for the future of our nation.

“I'will say as I did six elections
ago back in 2001 - I will represent
everybody in Perth and North
Perthshire regardless of how they
voted in this election.

“I particularly want to thank
all the people of Perth and North
Perthshire for putting their trustin
me once again.
“I'willnotletyou down.”

Asked by the PAwhy the SNP had
such strong support throughout
Perthshire in this election, he said:
“Itwas the clarity of our message.

“Therewere great concerns about
Brexit and also about the character
ofthe prime minister himself.

“And what we have seen is that
Scotland has chosen adifferent path
to therest of UK.

“Credit to my campaign team
who tried to do things a bit
differently given the seasonal
interests around campaigning this
time round.

“Iamamazed and delighted
and I am so grateful to the
people of Perth and North
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2017 but lower than the 74.89 per
centin 2015.

Angus Forbes (below) failed to
build on the momentum of two
years ago when the Tories came
within awhisker ofwinningthe seat.

He said: “Politics is a cruel sport
- youare either awinner or aloser.

“And tonight there is a winner
and we have to congratulate Pete.

“I'would also like to congratulate
the other three candidates who put
themselves forward.

“Thankyou to everyone for your
support, ithasbeen agood turnout

and a particularly high turnout

and itis niceto see that”
Finishing in third place was

Perthshire for putting their |, 20, LibDem candidate Peter Barrett
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trust in me for a sixth time *
since 2001

The turnout was
74.63 per cent,
2.67 per cent
higher than in

" with 3780. He said: “I want to
congratulate Pete Wishart for
hisre-election.

“Perth and Kinross
Liberal Democrats have
made amajor and telling

contribution in supporting our
national party’s campaign and
targets. We are the only party to
make a gain on the SNPin Scotland
this evening [North East Fife].”

Labour candidate Angela
Bretherton gained 2471 votes, a
drop for the party from 5349 votes
in2017.

She said: “I would like to thank
everyone thatvoted for me.

“We knew this was going to be a
difficult seat.

“I came forward because I
thought this election was the
tipping point. I feel very strongly
about prosperity and looking at the
pollsIam disappointed and worried
about the most vulnerable people
inour society.”

Brexit Party candidate Stuart
Powell totalled 651 votes. He said:
“Perth and North Perthshire was
notaconstituency I was ever going
towin.”

Doogan does it

Pete Wishartwas notthe only SNP candidate toreceive
arapturous cheer at Bell’s Sports Centre yesterday.

Perth and Kinross Council members and SNP party
membersgatheredroundaTV setto see Perth
councillor Dave Doogan clinch the Angus seatfromthe
Conservatives.

The SNPwonwith 21,216 votes,amargin of 3795, in
Arbroath, defeating the Conservative’s Kirstene Hairon
17,421.

Upon being elected, Doogan said: "l declaremy
sincerethanks to the electorsin Angus.

“This county hasrisen above ahollow narrative of
divisionand privilege and today has chosena SNP
perspective of fairness and opportunity aboveall else.”

ThePerth City North councillor’s messagealso
focused on Brexit, the effecton Scotland of a
strengthened Boris Johnson and what that could mean
forfurther private sectorinvolvementin the NHS.

Therewas less success for Conservative councillor
RozMcCall, whofinished third in the Cumbernauld,
Kilsyth and Kirkintilloch East seat.




