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Book Piracy and Copyright 
Infringement: Why It Matters 

Imagine spending months, even years, writing a book. You stay up late, miss out 

on fun with friends, and put your heart into every sentence, making it just right. Then, one 

day, you find out that someone has copied your work and is giving it away for free or 

selling it without your permission. Thousands of people are reading it, but you are not 

earning a single naira or dollar. How would that make you feel? This is the harsh reality of 

book piracy and copyright infringement, and it is a serious problem. 

 

What Is Book Piracy? 

Book piracy happens when someone copies, shares, or sells a book without the 

author’s or publisher’s permission. It is like sneaking into a bakery, stealing cakes, and 

handing them out or selling them without paying the baker. Some common ways books 

are pirated include: 

o Photocopying: Making physical copies of a book without permission. 

o Digital Copies: Scanning books and sharing them online for free or selling them 

illegally. 

o Unauthorized Translations: Translating a book into another language and 

distributing it without the author’s consent. 
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What Is Copyright Infringement? 

Copyright is a law that protects creators. It gives them the right to decide how their 

work is used. When someone uses a book without permission, like copying, sharing, or 

reselling, they are breaking this law. That’s copyright infringement. 

Who Really Suffers When Books Are Pirated? 

o Authors Lose Money: Writers earn from book sales. When people download or 

share books illegally, authors lose income. This can make it harder for them to 

write more books. 

o Publishers Face Losses: Publishers invest in printing, marketing and distribution 

of books. When sales drop because of piracy, they may struggle to publish more 

books. 

o Bookstores Lose Business: If people get books for free through piracy, 

bookstores lose customers and may be forced to shut down. 

o Piracy Kills Future Writers’ Dreams: If new writers see that piracy takes away 

potential earnings, they may lose motivation and stop writing altogether. 

 

Real-world Cases of Book Piracy and Copyright Violations  

In 2023, major publishers like Hachette and Penguin Random House took legal 

action against a group called the Internet Archive. This group was sharing digital copies 

of books without permission. The court ruled that this was illegal. 

Another notable case involves Meta, the company behind Facebook. They were 

accused of using pirated books to train their artificial intelligence systems. This means 

they used stolen books to teach their computers how to understand language. 

Piracy is not just a global issue; it significantly affects Nigeria’s book industry as 

well. For instance, in April 2024, the NCC intercepted three shipping containers at Onne 

Port, Rivers State, loaded with 3,000 cartons of pirated books worth about ₦300 million. 

These books belonged to prominent Nigerian publishers, which shows the persistent 

threat of piracy to the nation’s publishing industry.  
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Similarly, in August 2024, an anti-piracy operation in Yaba, Lagos, led to the 

confiscation of pirated books worth ₦50 million. The crackdown continued In November 

2024 when the NCC raided multiple bookshops in Uyo, seizing pirated books worth ₦23.1 

million. That same month, another raid in the Ajegunle Boundary area of Lagos led to the 

confiscation of pirated books worth ₦20 million. 

Even religious books are not spared. In August 2021, the NCC seized 250 pirated 

copies of the Holy Bible along with other textbooks at Suleja Market, Niger State, worth 

an estimated ₦1.5 million. 

Online book piracy is growing just as fast. NCC research shows that illegal 

downloads have risen by 35% over the past five years. However, enforcement is weak, 

and awareness remains low. Many cases do not make it to court, so piracy continues. 

 

The Reality of Book Piracy in Nigeria 

Book piracy in Nigeria is a serious but often overlooked problem. Illegal copies of 

textbooks, novels, academic materials, and religious books are openly sold in markets, 

on street corners, and online at lower prices, making them hard to resist. Markets such 

as Yaba Market in Lagos and Onitsha Market are notorious for selling pirated books.  

This illegal trade robs authors and publishers of their earnings and weakens 

education, as pirated books often contain errors and are of poor quality. Nigerian authors 

frequently find their books photocopied and sold by street vendors for just a fraction of 

the original price. Some bookstores even stock pirated copies, which makes it even 

harder for authors to make a living.  

The Nigerian Copyright Commission (NCC) is responsible for enforcing copyright 

laws and has made efforts to combat piracy. According to the NCC, 75% of books sold in 

Nigerian markets are pirated copies. A study by the Nigerian Publishers Association 

found that the book industry loses about ₦10 billion annually due to piracy. This loss 

discourages investment in publishing and limits the availability of quality books for 

students and readers. 
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How Can We Stop Book Piracy? (And What YOU Can Do!) 

Stopping book piracy is not easy, but there are effective ways to fight it. Many 

solutions focus on punishing pirates, but here are solutions that could work better: 

Raise Awareness About Book Piracy 

Many people do not realize that book piracy is illegal and just as wrong as stealing. While 

most understand that downloading pirated movies is a crime, they do not see books the 

same way. Some believe that since books are meant for learning, so sharing them freely 

is not a crime. 

Schools should teach students that illegally downloading or photocopying books harms 

authors and publishers. Including copyright education in school curriculums can raise 

awareness from a young age. Social media campaigns can also help spread the 

message, just like those against movie piracy. When people understand the impact of 

their actions, they are more likely to respect copyright laws. 

Affordable Book Subscription and Lending Services 

Many people pirate books because they cannot afford them. Publishers can create 

affordable book subscriptions, similar to how Netflix allows people to watch movies 

legally for a small fee. Libraries can also partner with publishers to allow digital lending 

without breaking copyright laws. 

Encourage Schools and Businesses to Use Legal Books 

Many schools and businesses use pirated books without knowing it. Publishers should 

work with them to offer affordable, licensed copies. Companies that provide legal access 

to books could even receive tax incentives. 

Lower Printing Costs With Print-on-Demand Services 

Instead of printing large numbers of books that may be expensive, publishers can offer 

print-on-demand services. Readers can order a book, and it will be printed and shipped 

at a lower cost. This reduces the temptation to buy or download pirated copies. 
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What If Writers and Publishers Were More Accessible? Would Piracy 
Reduce? 

Yes, piracy would likely reduce if writers and publishers were more accessible. Many 

readers do not realize the impact of piracy. If authors and publishers speak more openly 

about struggles, people might think twice before downloading illegal copies. Social 

media campaigns and direct engagement with readers can help spread awareness. 

Use Technology to Track and Protect Books 

Blockchain Technology can track books and detect illegal copies. If each book has a 

unique digital code, it becomes easier to identify pirated versions. Digital rights 

management (DRM) tools can also protect books from unauthorized copying and 

distribution. 

Enforce Stronger Copyright Laws Against Piracy 

Nigeria has copyright laws, but enforcement is weak. The Nigerian Copyright Act needs 

stricter penalties. Right now, book pirates operate freely because they know they won’t 

be punished. Government agencies must step up enforcement by conducting more 

raids, shutting down piracy websites, and making book piracy a serious crime with strict 

consequences. 

What If You Could Help Stop Book Piracy? 

People should be encouraged to report book piracy. Anonymous reporting channels and 

even small rewards for informants can help reduce illegal book sales. 

Support Authors and Publishers By Buying Legal Books 

If you love books, buy them legally. When you pay for a book, you support the author, the 

publisher, and the bookstores. Some readers say books are too expensive, but buying a 

pirated book takes money away from the industry that creates more books. Supporting 

authors means they can keep writing. 
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Do You Love Books Enough to Protect Them?  

If you truly love books, you’d want to see more of them, right? But piracy threatens 

that. It might seem harmless, but its impact is far-reaching. It affects writers, publishers, 

and bookstores. It makes it harder for new books to be written. If we love books and want 

more stories to be told, we must respect authors by getting books the right way. 

Books are more than just words on a page. They represent someone’s hard work 

and creativity. When we follow copyright laws and avoid piracy, we support authors and 

ensure they can continue sharing their stories with the world.  

Next time you want to read a book, ask yourself: Am I supporting the writer, or 

am I taking from them? Choose wisely. It’s a simple step that makes a big difference. 
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