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Last month, wildfires ravaged more 
than 50,000 acres of the greater Los 
Angeles area — an all-too-familiar 

reminder of how devastating these incidents 
can be for people, especially those still reel-

-

For Our 
Friends: A Disaster Relief Compilation on 

The digital-only release on Bandcamp 
features 52 musical artists, most of whom 

-
munity on the ground here in Honolulu, but 

-

-

also held a fundraiser and donated to those 

Bong emphasizes the power of music and 

last a lifetime (and especially) when it reach-

-

-

-
-

Through For Our Friends, Bong says art-

so geographically removed from the rest of 

how meaningful our efforts can be when 

-
credible artists who have created something 

To support For Our Friends, visit alo-

-

— Allyson Pang
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Roger Bong

HHomes, Hawaiian Telcom presi-

myriad challenges faced by many families 

high-speed internet, which is pertinent 
for educational resources, employment 

This is why she and the Hawaiian Telcom 
team — alongside federal, state and coun-

to complete their goal of transforming 

“Our goal is to enhance connectivity, 
drive economic development and create 

says Shin, who was featured on Mid-
Week

the understanding that connectivity is cru-

The transformation would entail a com-
prehensive infrastructure upgrade during 

and has since made significant strides, 

-

of O‘ahu and Hawai‘i island will be com-

By the time the initiative is complete, 
Hawaiian Telcom — with the aid of its 

-

munity organizations and technology 
-

-

not have reached this point — or be able 

-

to the Aloha State, including fostering 
economic growth through the attraction 
of new businesses, enhancing educational 
opportunities through improved access to 
online resources and supporting vital ser-

“Ultimately, it would elevate the quali-

-
-

create a brighter future for all of Hawai‘i 
-

 — Jocelyn Lansangan
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