
JILL FONG PIANO
stu io
Over 30 years of Experience
All Ages & Levels

For information or an appointment,
contact Jill

JillFongPianoStudio@gmail.com

Call/Text (808) 295-2188

Celebrating Our Fifth
Anniversary in Our New and

Convenient Hawaii Kai Location
Accepting

New Students.
Call Now
as space is
limited.
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B Y  E A S T  O ’A H U  V O I C E  S TA F F

La Pietra Students 
Share The Love

L
Love Is an Open Door Frozen

Can’t Help Falling in Love
I’m Yours That’s 

What Makes You Beautiful Love Grows 
Where My Rosemary Goes

A N  E D I T I O N  O F A  P U B L I C A T I O N  O F

A SPECIAL VISIT 
East O’ahu residents 
welcome Hōkūle’a at Koko 
Marina Center.
SEE PAGE 6

STORIED PLACES
State poet laureate Brandy Nālani McDougall debuts select 
stanzas from her poem about Lē’ahi (Diamond Head) as part 
of Wahi Pana, a public art initiative, which runs through 
2028. Read more on page 4. PHOTO COURTESY MIKE ITO

A HIDDEN GEM
Kaimukī High School’s 

W.O.R.M.S. Club debuts a 
special gummy candy.

SEE PAGE 10



Lē’ahi Poetry Installation Kicks Off Public Art Initiative 
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B Y  A L LY S O N  PA N G

GUN SAFES, FIRE SAFES,
BURGLARY SAFES,

BURGLARY FIRE SAFES,
DEPOSIT SAFES

3012 WAIALAE AVE. (808) 734-6557
Some restrictions apply. No rain checks. No price adjustments.

Monday to Friday: 8:00 am to 4:30 pm
Saturday: 9:00 am to 2:00pm Sunday: Closed
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HAWAII FENCE SUPPLY
HAWAIIFENCESUPPLY.COM

Mark Gavin

Serving the best clients . . .
Since 1979

For Courteous,
Reliable ServiceTime to Upgrade?

808-262-5941
LIC #C-25855

@gavinwoodllc
www.gavinwood.biz

@cncwoodarts

5 Axis CNC Rout, 52” Plane Sand,
Laser Cut/Etch, 3D Print

• Kitchens, Baths
• Full Service Design & Build
• Custom Cabinets
• Custom Woodwork
• Media Centers

State poet laureate Brandy Nālani McDougall speaks about her poetry art installation in Operation Red Wings Medal of 
Honor Park near Lē’ahi. “It felt really horrific to me to understand how this beautiful pu‘u that was once this image of 
abundance for our people was transformed into a space of storing horrific weapons that are used against other people 
and against even our own other parts of our ‘āina,” she says. PHOTO COURTESY MIKE ITO



or Park. Each sign includes 
a stanza printed over a sheet 

-
able in the background.

“I chose stanzas that I 
thought could help people 

-
nitely didn’t hold back any 
punches,” McDougall ex-
plains. For example, when 
taking the horror she felt to-
ward the military installation 

a “lobotomy” in her poem. 
“I am a page poet, which 

means that I’m not used to 
performing my work,” she 
adds. “So thinking of a proj-
ect like this, where I have to 
kind of really think outside 
— literally outside the page 
— and try to envision how it 
might come to light and how 
people might interact with 
it, what are the best ways in 
which people would interact 

with it, was really different.”  
McDougall was drawn to 

a place where “many winds 
congregated together.” She 

which translates to “blood-
red” or “red blood,” but 
also refers to the low-lying 
rainbow that comes with a 
light rain. The redness of the 
rainbow forms a lei around 

the day.
Her main goal was to 

behind the power and beauty 

-
minds us that our stories are 

O’Connell, MOCA execu-
tive director and Wahi Pana 
project lead. “They move, 
adapt and are now contin-

relationship to place evolves
over time. 

poet laureate, Brandy’s
voice is a powerful one,
speaking to the ways liter-
ature, history and activism
intersect to keep our culture
and our kuleana alive.”

She adds, “Most impor-
tantly, carry these stories
forward. Talk about them,

them with others.”
Wahi Pana art installa-

tions will be open to the 
public through 2028. During
the second phase, two more

will be unveiled in May.  
To learn more about the

wahipana.com/art/leahi. To
stay up-to-date on upcoming
art installations, visit wahi-
pana.com.
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ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

and your family. Come visit us!

A

• Skin Cancer
Screenings

• Acne/Rosacea
• Rashes
• Eczema
• Psoriasis
• Warts
• Hair/Nail
Disorders

• Botox/Fillers
• Chemical Peels
• and much more!

McDougall took the outlines of Lē‘ahi from different maps to shape her poem with each stanza following the slopes. 
Lē’ahi is a 40-stanza section of Aloha Ka’apuni, a larger work inspired by how aloha ‘āina circulates and revolutionizes in 
and beyond Hawai’i, highlighting specific historical sites. PHOTO COURTESY MIKE ITO


