
Over 30 years of Experience
All Ages & Levels

Celebrating Our Seventh Celebrating Our Seventh 
Anniversary in Our New and Anniversary in Our New and 

Convenient Hawaii Kai LocationConvenient Hawaii Kai Location
For information or an appointment, For information or an appointment,

contact Jillcontact Jill
JillFongPianoStudio@gmail.comJillFongPianoStudio@gmail.com

Call/Text (808) 295-2188Call/Text (808) 295-2188

Accepting 
New Students.

Call Now 
as space is 

limited.
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B Y  A L LY S O N  PA N G

Read A Poem In
Keawāwa Wetland

In the middle of the woods, near creeks 
or overlooking large bodies of water, are 
poems engraved on glass or simply print-

ed on paper. Each resides in a birdhouse-like 
box, awaiting visitors to read its contents.

These Poetry of the Wild boxes — created 
by Rhode Island ecological artist Ana Flores 
— are intended to draw people into nature 

them.
Inspired by Flores, local poets Sue Cow-

ing and Wendi White launched their own po-

Poetry From Ridge to Reef. Poetry From 

to Reef Project, which is a multi-organiza-
tion restoration initiative of the Wailupe, Niu 

on the same belief —that the land and the 
ocean are connected. 

“You can’t care for one without caring 
for the whole,” White says. “These poems 
should be celebrating that whole web of con-
nections in the ecosystem here, from ridge 
to reef.” 

A N  E D I T I O N  O F A  P U B L I C A T I O N  O F

BIRDS OF PARADISE
Traffi  c signal boxes get an 

artistic update thanks to 

Lions Club volunteers.

SEE PAGE 2

Local poets Sue Cowing (left) and Wendi White encourage the public to go 
outdoors to visit their Poetry From Ridge to Reef poetry box at Keawāwa 
Wetland. ALLYSON PANG PHOTO

A ‘JAW’-SOME EVENT
Manō Month concludes 

with special day for keiki 

at Sea Life Park.

SEE PAGE 8

SEE PAGE 6
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LOCAL GRINDS

Sweet Sour Spareribs
Includes 2 scoops of Rice and

Macaroni or Tossed Salad

Ahi Belly
Includes 2 Scoops of
Rice & Tossed Salad

Japanese Plate Deluxe
Includes Mochiko Chicken,
Teri Beef, Ahi Sashimi,
2 Shrimp Tempura,
Rice & Tossed Salad

Fresh Mahi Plate
Includes 2 Scoops of
Rice & Tossed Salad

Expires: 8/15/26

Okazu Open
Wed., Fri., Sat.,

7 AM - 1 PM
Help

Wanted

(808) 734-3673
3145 Waialae Ave, Honolulu

MON–FRI 5AM–10PM
SAT 5AM–9PM
SUN 8AM–8PMServing Hawaii for 65 years!

DRIVE IN

$15.50

$12.50

$13.50

$13

Compare our CD rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC
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Happy Day Chinese Restaurant 
3553 Waialae Avenue

Kaimuki Location 808-738-8666

Set Lunch and Dinner Menu for Set Lunch and Dinner Menu for
10 People - Starting at $250!

Set Lunch and Dinner Menu for Set Lunch and Dinner Menu for
10 People - Starting at $250!10 People - Starting at $250!

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun 8am-9pm 
Wed CLOSED

happydayshawaii.com

Dim SumDim Sum Take Out Take Out Special!  Special!
8am-11:30am

(Charge)

(Cash)

10% OFF
15% OFF

The overall hope is to 

encourage people to vis-

it the natural and cultur-

al sites in the Maunalua 

Bay area, says Cowing, 

who has maintained her 

own poetry box outside her 

home since the COVID-19 

pandemic to brighten her 

neighbors’ day.

White noticed the po-

etry box when she moved 

neighborhood, and the two 

bonded over a love for the 

art form.

They came up with Poetry 

From Ridge to Reef about a 

year ago and worked with 

able Maunalua Hui, to set 

Wetland.

The poetry box empha-

sizes local voices, but also 

features work by non-local 

poets. Each poem conveys 

the appreciation, hope and 

importance of nature.

tive common moorhen, that 

resides in the wetland.

“We’re trying to add to the 

experience of looking out, 

so that we can help people 

appreciate where they are,” 

Cowing says. 

White describes their poet-

ry box as a small piece that 

conservation and restoration.

Cowing and White hope 

to set up more boxes at oth-

er sites around Maunalua. 

Eventually, they want to have 

students contribute poems.

“If you don’t write the 

poems you have, then that 

poetry is lost,” Cowing says 

of the art form. “So the more 

people who write poetry, the 

better.”

Community members 

are welcome to submit 

their poetry to poetryridge2

reef@gmail.com. General 

nature poetry is welcome, 

and works about the areas 

around Maunalua are highly 

encouraged. 

Poems about places out-

side of Maunalua are cur-

rently not being accepted.

Submissions must be size 

14 font, a maximum of 20 

lines and contained to one 

page.

The poems are changed 

out every other week. Cow-

ing and White say they don’t 

plan to post the lineup any-

where, people will have 

to visit the site to see it for 

themselves.

White explains that art 

might not be able to do: 

make people feel. 

“Poetry makes you feel 

that reality,” White says. 

“And when you feel some-

thing and you feel connect-

ed to it, then you want to do 

something to care for it.”

For more info, email 

poetryridge2reef@gmail.

com.

Poets Inspire Appreciation For Nature
FROM PAGE 1

(Left) The Poetry From Ridge to Reef poetry box is located at Keawāwa Wetland and can be viewed 8:30-10 a.m. Tuesdays and 4-6 p.m. Thursdays. ALLYSON PANG 

PHOTO (Right) Community members gather for the unveiling of the poetry box in May. PHOTO COURTESY ANN MARIE KIRK


