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GOOD NEIGHBOR

The Rev. Kaleo Patterson

eggs and 100 loaves of bread offered

out of St. Stephen’s Episcopa Church
tothosein need. Then, it became 300 meals
aweek, plus packages of food.

“Peoplewerecoming fromall over,” says
the Rev. Kaleo Patterson, a priest and food
distribution coordinator at St. Stephen’s.
“We just opened the doors and said, ‘Hey,
we gotta give to everybody.” We can't just
giveto our zip code, right? So, wejust start-
ed giving to everybody, and then we just
decided that we were going to try to expand
our outreach.”

Over time, Patterson has increased his
food-sharing programto 15 sitesislandwide
with an additional three Hawai‘i Foodbank
‘Ohana Produce Plus-designated spots.
These foodbank sites host monthly distri-
butions every second Monday at Whitmore
Village, every second Wednesday at St.
Stephen’s and every fourth Wednesday at
Wahiawa United Methodist Church.

Inan effort to bring the food-sharing pro-
gram to more Hawaiian churches, Kawaia-
ha‘o Church is the program’s newest addi-
tion.

“Our Hawaiian churchesare very import-
ant because they remind usthat at onetime,
Hawai‘i was a very self-sufficient place in
terms of food,” Patterson says. “ Although
(Hawai‘i was) the most isolated place in the
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world, it had the ability to share food and
share love, and be self-sufficient, and have
food security.”

The food-sharing program serves kiipuna,
families and houselessindividuals.

“You can have alot of food, but you need
to be able to make that food accessible to
people and that’s where we comein,” Pat-
terson says. “A lot of people who are poor
have limited resources — such as seniors.
Thefood that’s being made available at the
drive-thrus — not everybody can come to
that. So you have to do outreach.”

Some of their outreach efforts include
monthly food drop-offsto familiesat beach-
es in Nanakuli and Wai‘anae, at farmers’
housing in Mahi‘ai Hale and even to about
40 kapuna in Whitmore Village.

Patterson says this feat wouldn’t be pos-
siblewithout its two dozen community and
church partners, including but not limit-
ed to, United Methodist Church, Mililani
Presbyterian Church and Wahiawa United
Church of Christ.

He also expresses gratitude for the hun-
dreds of volunteers from The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saintsin Mili-
lani and their stake president, Isileli Nau,
for always being ready to distribute food at
various sites.

“People are coming together from dif-
ferent churches, different religious persua-

General Implant &
Cosmetic Dentistry

—
-

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

sions, and sharing food and sharing love
— and that’swhat it’s all about,” Patterson
says.

Besides being able to make food more
accessible, Patterson also emphasizes the
importance of food education.

“Alot of peopledon’t realy know how to
usefoodintheright way. Wetry to promote
to all of our clients ... that food is life. Food
ishealth,” Patterson says. “So, when you
get food, you got to eat the good food (and)
learn how to cook. A lot of peoplejust need
to learn how to cook good food, and they
haveto learn what good food is. And so we
try to do as much education aswe can.”

Volunteers often hand out brochures on
food security to those sitting in the drive-th-
rulines at the distribution sites.

Patterson says they promote both com-
munity and home gardens, encouraging
individualsto grow and eat local foodslike
ulu, taro and mango. They even give out
freetaro plants.

They a so encourage attendeesto votefor
billsthat support food security.

Itisalot of coordination, but Patterson
describes himself asa“silent coordinator,”
alowing thedifferent food distribution sites
to still make their own decisions.

“Everybody wantsto help. That'sthedif-
ference. Everybody’sreally trying to do a
good job,” he says. “It’s not about making
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money. WEe' re not doing things so that we're
going to get rich or make money, but we're
actually doing things so that people can be
well and healthy and we can build commu-
nity at the sametime.

“We're sharing food and we' re sharing
love,” he adds. “Everybody needs to be
healthy and have agood life.”

For more info on Hawai‘i Foodbank’s
‘Ohana Produce Plus program, visit hawaii-
foodbank.org/ohana. To learn more about
St. Stephen’s food-sharing program, visit
stephenaloha.com.

— Allyson Pang
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