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www.tallbuildersllc.com

We’re a full-service
Construction Company
Design * Plans * Build

Over 20 Years of Experience Specializing
in Custom Homes Design Build

www.tallbuildersllc.com • 808-501-9916
projects@tallbuildersllc.com

• New Construction
• Home Remodeling/
Renovation

• Kitchen/Bath
• Swimming Pool
• Additions & ADU
Licensed * Insured * Bonded
Contact us for Free Estimates

Senior
Discount
Available

We will meet your budget. Financing options available.

(5 stars)

TALL BUILDERS
CONSTRUCTION & REMODELING

LICENSE ID: CT-39424

FULL ROOF
REPLACEMENT

& REPAIR

FREE ESTIMATES 
& INSPECTIONS
808-888-2524
 www.SafeHomeService.com

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

GACO CERTIFIED 
APPLICATORS

LIFETIME 
Manufacturer 
Warranties

Lic. #C-33642

*New roofs only, not valid on insurance claims. Cannot be combined with other offers. 
Must present ad at the time of inspection to receive discount. Exp. 12/31/25.

$250 OFF
SILICONE ROOF*

$500 OFF
NEW ROOF*

ROBERT PILATO, 
OWNER

CHRIS TAMURA, 
OWNER

We are a CERTIFIED SELECT SHINGLEMASTER offering 5 Star Coverage. This includes 
a 25 YEAR WORKMANSHIP and 50 YEAR NON-PRORATED MATERIAL WARRANTY.

Let us help you!Let us help you!

www.hawaiianturfgrass.comwww.hawaiianturfgrass.coHawaiianTurfGrass.com
ONLINE ORDERING 24/7 • Curbside Delivery Available!

(808) 371-0527

HIGH QUALITY, LOCALLY GROWN SOD
El Toro Zoysia • Captiva Saint Augustine

SeaStar Seashore Paspalum
Tahoma 31 Bermuda • Stadium Zoysia

when you purchase a minimum 400 sq. ft. Expires 12/31/25. Coupon cannot be 
combined with any other offers. Must present ad at time of purchase.

GRASS INSTALLATION

LIMITED TIME OFFER

$500 OFF

GRASS SALE!

Lic # C-32884

LAID BY THE BEST!

Many may follow 
the age-old warn-
ing against doing 

business with family, but not 
the Infante ‘ohana.

In fact, you could say they 
thrive on working together 
— a trait they learned from 
the family matriarch, Caro-
line M. Infante.

Each Black Friday week-
end, family members have 
joined forces to successfully 
run the Islandwide Christmas 
Crafts & Food Expo — an 
event started by Caroline — 
while supporting hundreds 
of local crafters and artisans. 

A self-taught seamstress, 
Caroline led the expo for 
the first 35 years until her 
unexpected passing in 2022. 
Since then, her four children 
have shouldered the respon-
sibility. Despite having full-
time careers and families of 
their own, the siblings were 
committed to keeping the an-
nual event going. 

“It wasn’t just a business 
for my mother … her ven-
dors were family and she 
cared about them very, very 
much,” says Esme M. Infan-
te, Caroline’s eldest child. 
“We had a giant kuleana (re-

sponsibility) … of making 
sure that our vendors were 
cared for, that we provided 
good opportunities for them 

able, engaging, connected 
experience when they do our 
event and that we embrace 
our vendors in the same way 
that my mother did.”

This year, the islands’ 
longest-running family-op-
erated expo is scheduled for 
Nov. 28-30 at the Neal S. 
Blaisdell Center Exhibition 
Hall. (See box below for ad-
ditional info.)

Launched in 1987, the 

event has run every year ex-
cept for a brief period from 
2020 to 2022 because of the 
pandemic and Caroline’s 
death. It returned in full 
force in 2023. 

“The fact that the 
expo exists to-
day and is thriv-
ing and growing 
today is really 
kind of a small 
miracle ,”  says 
Esme, who was 
a student at Uni-

her mom initially 

dubbed the event Islandwide 
Handcrafters Christmas Fair 
before ultimately changing 
the expo to its current name.

Aside from featuring 

more than 250 crafters and 
artisans, the upcoming expo
will provide live entertain-
ment, thousands of dollars 
in prize giveaways and kei-

Carrying On A Mother’s Legacy
NEWSMAKER By Allyson Pang

(Left) The late Caroline M. Infante, a concert-level pianist, 
would play songs on her portable piano for shoppers and 
vendors at the expo. (Above) Caroline’s children (from left) 
Sonia Infante, Serena Cook, Esme M. Infante and Brandon 
Infante took over running the Islandwide Crafts & Food 
Expo after Caroline passed away in 2022. 
PHOTOS COURTESY ESME M. INFANTE

The times and dates for this year’s Islandwide Christmas Crafts 

& Food Expo at the Neal S. Blaisdell Center’s Exhibition Hall are 

as follows: 4-8 p.m. on Nov. 28; 9 a.m.-7 p.m. on Nov 29; and 9 

a.m.-5 p.m. on Nov. 30.

General admission is $7; $5 for kūpuna age 65 and up and 

military; and free for keiki age 12 and younger. Admission is also 

free for the public from 5 to 7 p.m. on Nov. 29 and from 3 to 5 p.m. 

on Nov. 30.  For more information, visit islandwideexpos.com.

IT’S TIME FOR 
THE EXPO
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ki activities for guests, too. 
And when it’s over, it will 
graciously donate a portion 
of its proceeds, as well as 
any nonperishable food and 
additional monetary dona-

Of course, all of this is 
made possible because of 
the Infante children’s strong 
belief in family and team-
work. 

“The interesting thing 
about going into business 
with family is that you have 

other,” Esme explains. “Af-
ter struggling through that 

We said, ‘No matter what, 
we’re going to do this and 
we’re going to come back 
to the table, even if we have 
to walk away for a little 
while.’”

ing into business with fam-

ily, she advises they create 
a “family/corporate culture, 
where you have key practic-
es and key phrases that keep 

everybody at the table.” 
The key, though, is unity.
“Yes, this is extra diffi-

cult … to do business as a 

family. But we also have 
these incredible strengths 
and bonds,” Esme explains. 
“We are strongest together.”

The Infante  ‘ohana with Caroline (center with hat) celebrating the 30th anniversary of the expo at Neal S. Blaisdell Exhibition Hall. 
PHOTOS COURTESY ESME M. INFANTE
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Most insurance accepted                                    Financing Available                                   Call For Consultationfhacoahu.com

Randy Wohlers: 
Founder, 

Board Certified 
HIS CBHS

23 Years and Counting.

Member Excellence in Audiology
www.excellenceinaudiology.org

Brain, Hearing & Tinnitus Specialists  •  No Referral Necessary

Family Owned and Operated Helping Hawaii Hear for 41 years!

The Island of Isolation is a guide to:
1.  Hearing Healthcare
2.  Impact on cognitive decline and dementia
3.  Answers about your hearing and Hearing Aids

Randy Wohlers, BC-HIS, and neuroscientist and 
author Dr. Keith Darrow, PhD, have a message for 
you and your family: “Stop The Isolation!”

Avoid the increased risk and negative impact of a 
Hearing Loss. 

Call for your Consultation and 
receive  a FREE copy of my book.

Real Ear Measurement:  Make sure your hearing aid fits 
your prescription correctly.

Speech-In-Noise Scores: Check the percentage your 
hearing aid is improving your word understanding in noise.

Cognitive Performance: Know if your cognition has 
improved from your hearing aid stimulating your brain.  
Cognitive screening is simple and only takes a few minutes.

Using independent testing procedures, we provide evidence 
of how well our patients hear with their hearing aids.

Honolulu: 468-6320
Kahala: 745-1773
Pearl City: 468-8089
Kaneohe: 425-9825

Find the best Hearing Aid 
for your hearing loss!

Scheduled service appointments every three months.—
giving you confidence and peace of mind for years to come.

Services we perform for our patients:
• Cerumen or Wax removal is a must.
• Moisture Removal: vital when living in Hawaii. 
• Prescription adjustments: Ensure proper hearing for years as 
 your hearing changes.
• Brain Rehabilitation: Receive personalized guidance, 
   helping you understand up to 30% better in noise.

If your hearing is essential to you, please call us Today!

Know these three key measurements. Services you receive—with purchase price.

Kona: 731-2633
Hilo: 731-2845
Maui: 793-6533

CLOSE Thanksgiving Day, REOPEN Friday 11/28/25 8:00 am

SAFE IT UP

Gun Safes, Fire Safes, Burglary Safes, 
Burglary Fire Safes, Deposit Safes

TRANSPONDER, REMOTE 
HEAD, LASER CUT & 

PROXIMITY KEYS 
WE DO SMART 

KEYS/AUTO 
FOBS WHILE 
YOU WAIT!

10% OFF

Monday to Friday: 8:00 am to 4:30 pm
Saturday: 9:00 am to 2:00pm Sunday: Closed

3012 WAIALAE AVE. (808) 734-6557
Some restrictions apply. No rain checks. No price adjustments.

ON SAFE ONLY


