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By Allyson Pang

itting quietly in restau-

rants or walking calmly

through malls are im-
portant members of the com-
munity: service dogs.

These animals are highly
trained to suit the needs of
the people they assist, rang-
ing from detecting seizures
to guiding those who are
sight-impaired.

For local nonprofit Hawai‘i
Fi-Do Service Dogs, the focus
is on serving those with mobil-
ity disabilities.

This year’s Dining with
Dogs fundraiser is scheduled
for April 12, and marks more
than 25 years of serving a pop-
ulation of 98,000-plus people
on O‘ahu with mobility dis-
abilities, according to United
For ALICE.

“We give those with mo-
bility disabilities indepen-
dence,” says Katelyn Taua‘a,
executive director of Hawai‘i
Fi-Do. “Without service dogs,
some people cannot have that
independence, and that’s one
of the biggest things we offer.”

Dogs are trained to retrieve
and pick up items, open and
close doors, turn on lights and
more.

Over the last decade, more
than 30 certified service dogs
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Dog Lovers Unite, Support A Good Cause

Next month’s Dining with Dogs event raises funds for more than 98,000 people with mobility disabilities.

have passed through Hawai‘i
Fi-Do. Taua‘a describes vol-
unteers as the lifeline and
backbone to this achievement.

Puppy raisers take care of
the dogs 24/7 in their homes
and outside of them, too.

“(The) client we’re passing
(the dog) off to (is) going to
be in a home as well; they’re
going to be going to doctors
appointments ... to grocery
stores — and that’s why it’s
the best type of training, rath-
er than just having a dog in a
facility looking at the same
walls and training in there,”
Taua‘a says.

Anyone can volunteer, but
they need to be prepared for
the 24/7 commitment and, as
Taua‘a emphasizes, must love
dogs.

The nonprofit is in constant
need of volunteers to train
these animals, especially since
it takes two years to train a ser-
vice dog.

Some service dogs can
have a “career change” into
program dogs. These work
within therapeutic assistance
programs in various centers
for youth, senior homes and
public schools like Princess
Ruth Ke‘elikolani Middle
School.

The Therapeutic Assistance
Dogs for Youth Program also

Client Karen Spencer (left) interacts with a service dog at a Hawai‘i Fi-Do
training session with program director and trainer Mary-Ann Fernandes.
For clients, the wait list for a dog is about two to three years.
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supports children in domes-
tic violence recovery homes,
children in special education,
nonverbal students and more.
Taua‘a hopes to raise
awareness on the difference
between service dogs and pets
or emotional support animals.
She adds some clients and
their service dogs have been
turned away from establish-
ments due to misunderstand-
ings — despite the animals
being both American with
Disabilities Act compliant
and “legally allowed to go in
almost any establishment.”

As for the nonprofit’s fu-
ture, Taua‘a hopes to one
day have a facility to host its
weekly trainings, and open
more programs in schools is-
landwide.

She encourages dog lovers
to get “lots of hands-on dog
snuggles and cuddles” at its
Dining with Dogs fundraiser
at 5:30 p.m. on April 12 at
Honolulu Country Club. At-
tendees can meet puppies and
enjoy dog training demonstra-
tions and a silent auction.

Purchase tickets at bit.
ly/4dxdb7W.
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Serving Hawaii since 1992

* Estate Planning
* Wills

* Trusts

* Probate

* Property Transfer

* Gifting

Pearlridge Office Center Suite 811 (lots of free parking)
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Graham

BUILDERS

Licensed & Bonded BC-16446

SATURDAY
APRIL 4
9-11am
Register at

GrahamBuilders.com
or (808) 593-2808

FREE SEMINAR

Designing
and Building
Beautiful Homes
for 35 Years!

e Design and Build
* Where to Start

¢ Multi-generational
¢ Financing

¢ Aging in Place

BIA-HAWAII

G,

No Dental Insurance? We Can Help!

v/ Do you feel hopeless and frustrated about your broken, missing and decayed teeth? ¢/ Ashamed to Smile?
v Do you hyperventilate at the thought of dental care? «/We help seniors and all people get dental insurance.

Are You Embarrassed To Smile?

Did you know that the quality of your
smile has a more direct effect on your
personal and business relationships
than any part of your 5 .
appearance? In fact 88%
| of people say they always
remember someone with
“f Iove my new smile" an at‘[raCtlve Smlle

How You Can Have the White,
Straight, Attractive Smile You’ve
Always Dreamed Of!

If you are frustrated with your smile or
simply want to change, then come in for a
FREE Smile Makeover Consultation and New
Patient Exam. Simply call (808) 207-7056
now and be one of the first 12 people to call.

Ariel Rapoza of Waianae says:
“I have never and | mean

never had such an awesome 1.

experience with a dentist the

way | have with you. The care 2.

and concern you give to your
patients is sincerely given

with a loving heart. How you 3.

treat your patients at each
visit is always with such great
care. Though you’ve seen the
neglect, you never judged me
or my situation but instead
welcomed me with open arms
and leaving no worries. This is
something to smile about and
you better believe | do.”

ADowntown Dental Group
1139 Bethel Street « Hon « HI 96813 1

No guilt dental office.

We never scold. We Listen.
Free consultation on anything.
No obligation, no hassle,

no charge.

Pain free dental care.

Sleep dentistry available.

If lines are busy, please call again 1

(808)207-7056 !

request online appt. 24hrs/day at

1
www.bestdentisthawaii.com |
L

/book-appointment

4. Emergency care.

5. Cosmetic veneers.

6. Invisalign, $500 off,
free whitening.

7. All-on-4 dental implants. EMAETEEDEENNES

8. Dentistry for Diabetics.

9. Flexible payment plans.

12 Reasons Why You’ll Love Our Office

10. We cater to seniors.
11. Confused about your
insurance? We can help.

We specialize in Medicare

& UHC, Humana, Aetna, MetLife,
Guardian, Devoted & others.

4 Free New Patient Exam 1
4 Free X-rays
4 Free Consultations I
4+ Free 2nd Opinion ($285 value) 1
Limited to first 12 people 1
Offer expires in 2 weeks
Call now (808) 207-7056 .:




