
2024

A CELEBRATION WITH TASTE

 Chinese cuisine and culture

Mandarin Dining: Inside the world's best restaurant
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December 8, 1979 - Mandarin
was founded by James Chiu,
George Chiu, K.C. Chang, and
Diana Chiu; all of whom had
many years of restaurant
experience in Montreal and New
York, Together, they moved to
Ontario, Canada in 1979 and
purchased a small restaurant
with Chinese-Canadian décor
offering à-la-carte, take-out, and
delivery. The restaurant was
called "Mandarin" and was
located on Queen Street in
Brampton, Ontario.

MANDARIN
HISTORY

Mandarin has been
honoured numerous times
since it first opened. In 2004,
Foodservice and Hospitality
magazine named the
Mandarin franchise as
Company of the Year.

Mandarin Brampton expanded to
9,000 sq ft. and changed to a
Chinese buffet concept
accommodate the long line-ups of
customers. The buffet concept
worked well and they decided to
expand. In 1988, several loyal
and co-operative employees from
the original Mandarin became
the first partners of the new
restaurant located in
Mississauga. Mandarin Head
Office was established to
accommodate the expanding
business.

July 1, 1996 - Mandarin held
its first Canada Day
Celebration, opening the
doors to all Canadians for a
free buffet meal and serving
over 15,000 guests. Mandarin
would continue to honour and
thank Canada by providing
free meals on Canada Day in
2004, 2009, 2014, and 2019.
Over 130,000 customers have
participated and enjoyed
these celebrations.
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The most recent Chinese New Year related to the Dragon was in 2024. In
the Chinese zodiac, the Dragon is one of the twelve animal signs and is
considered an auspicious symbol associated with strength, power, and
good fortune.

Mandarin restaurants in
Canada celebrate Chinese New
Year in various ways that
honor the cultural significance
of this important festival. One
notable feature is the
introduction of special Chinese
New Year menus featuring
traditional dishes like whole
fish, dumplings, and longevity
noodles, symbolizing prosperity
and good fortune. 
These restaurants also
transform their spaces with
traditional decorations such as
red lanterns, auspicious
couplets, and symbolic imagery
like dragons and lions, creating
a festive ambiance.

Embracing Chinese tradition,
these restaurants may
distribute red envelopes
(hongbao) containing gifts or
vouchers to customers.
Moreover, they may engage
with the local Chinese
community by sponsoring or
participating in community
events related to Chinese New
Year. Overall, Mandarin
restaurants in Canada warmly
welcome guests to enjoy this
special time of year with
authentic food, vibrant decor,
cultural entertainment, and
meaningful engagement,
reflecting the spirit of
Chinese New Year
celebrations.

CHINESE TRADITION & CELEBRATION
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Mandarin celebrates its company milestones with new and
exciting promotions. In 2024, Mandarin celebrates its 45th
anniversary introducing the Make Your Dish Come True
contest which runs all year long. The contest features a
record number and range of grand prizes including brand
new Cars, Sunny Vacation trips, Cash prizes and Mandarin
Buffet for a Year!
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