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Maine author/illustrator debuts children’s book celebrating the night sky. 
Jamie Hogan takes on light pollution with a story rooted in nature and togetherness. 

 
Portland, Maine—Maine author/illustrator Jamie Hogan thinks a lot about light pollution and 
preservation of dark skies, an issue attracting more and more media attention as stars become 
increasingly harder to see in many parts of the world. Her latest book, Skywatcher, hits shelves 
October 5 and draws upon a boy and his mother traveling to see stars many take for granted. 
 
The book begins with the boy, Tamen, reading a comic book with a nod to Maine astronaut 
Jessica Meir, and daydreaming about the night sky and space. As the story unfolds, he and his 
mother set out to find the stars, leaving far behind technology and the city's glare. 
 
Skywatcher invites children and adults alike to unplug and escape light-saturated skies to enjoy 
and appreciate nature at its best. Hogan’s story also showcases the bond between mother and 
son and the discoveries that come with adventure. Colorful illustrations and subtle pictorial 
hints infuse readers with joy and a sense of hope. 
 
Hogan’s book is especially relevant today as artificial light overtakes more of the night sky. 
Consider these facts from the International Dark-Sky Association: 

• Light pollution is increasing worldwide at twice the rate of global population growth. 
• Eight out of 10 people live under a light-polluted night sky. 
• Used indiscriminately, outdoor lighting can disrupt wildlife, impact human health, waste 

energy, contribute to climate change, and block our view of the universe. 
 
Like Tamen in Skywatcher, many children and families must go to great lengths to experience 
the night sky (“Dark Sky Tourism is on the Rise in the U.S.,” National Geographic, July 29, 2021). 
Efforts to preserve the night sky are also taking off. There are now 130+ certified International 
Dark Sky Places in the world. Twenty new locations, including Katahdin Woods and Waters in 
Hogan’s home state of Maine, were certified International Dark Sky Places in 2020. 
 
Nature is an underlying theme of many of the books Hogan has illustrated, including Ana and 
the Sea Star and A Warmer World. Over the past 12 years, she’s illustrated 14 children’s books. 
She lives happily on Peaks Island, Maine. Learn more at jamiehogan.com.  
 
Note to editors/reporters: Interview with Jamie Hogan, images from the book, and/or a 
.pdf copy of the book are available upon request. We also recommend NASA Solar System 
Ambassador Charles Fulco as a source. He and Hogan will discuss Skywatcher during a 
virtual book launch on October 5, put on by Print: A Bookstore.  
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https://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/article/dark-sky-tourism-is-on-the-rise-in-the-us
https://www.jamiehogan.com/kidsbooks#/anawish/
https://www.jamiehogan.com/kidsbooks#/anawish/
https://www.jamiehogan.com/kidsbooks#/warmer/
https://www.jamiehogan.com/
https://www.printbookstore.com/event/virtual-jamie-hogan-discusses-skywatcher-nasa-solar-system-ambassador-charles-fulco
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“Beautifully illuminates the importance of our 
children experiencing the wonder of a dark sky,  
and our responsibility to preserve it.”  
—Charles Fulco, NASA Solar System Ambassador 

 
The story behind the story 
In May 2018, a Portland Press Herald article, Let there be dark, caught Jamie Hogan’s eye. The 
concept of protecting the dark skies was something she wanted to explore further, and the 
seed for Skywatcher was planted. Read the full backstory and see sketches from the book here.  
 
Shining a light on Skywatcher 

• A story about the night sky: Tamen aches to see the stars, but none are visible in the 
light-polluted sky above the fire escape of his urban building. Even in the local park, the 
stars are hidden by city lights. 

• A story about love and sacrifice: Tamen’s mom, a nightshift nurse, takes him camping. 
For one magical night on the shore of a wilderness pond, the Milky Way in all its glory 
belongs to them. 

• A story with powerful questions at its core: To whom does the night sky belong? 
Shouldn’t it belong to everyone? 

• Backmatter about dark-sky activism and national park programs complement the story. 
 

Jamie Hogan 

Hogan is an author, illustrator, and educator living three 
miles at sea on Peaks Island, Maine. She has illustrated 14 
children’s books including Rickshaw Girl (2008), a Jane 
Addams Peace Association Honoree and one of New 
York Public Library’ 100 Best Children’s Books of the Past 
100 Years. She taught at the Maine College of Art for 15 
years.  
 
Learn more at jamiehogan.com. 
 

 

https://jamiepeeps.com/
https://www.pressherald.com/2018/05/20/let-there-be-dark-advocates-push-maine-as-astrotourism-destination/
https://www.jamiehogan.com/



