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Discover the differences between fuel cells and battery storage, and explore the
benefits of each sustainable energy solution for the home.

Introduction

Energy storage plays a crucial role in accelerating the clean energy transition.
Intermittent renewable energy sources like wind and solar require efficient storage
solutions to ensure continuous availability.

Significant investments are being poured into fuel cell and battery technologies to
support battery electric vehicles (EVs), airplanes, trains, wind turbines, and public
infrastructure. While lithium-ion batteries currently dominate the market, comprising
90% of grid storage batteries and 70% of EV batteries, fuel cells are growing rapidly and
could outpace batteries in the next decade.

Energy storage isn’t only for grid operators though; it's also becoming an innovative
solution for smart home energy systems. Sustainable energy solutions can enhance
energy efficiency, lower utility bills, reduce carbon footprint, and even provide additional
revenue through ancillary services.

This article explains the differences between fuel cells and batteries for home energy
storage systems, along with their advantages and disadvantages, helping homeowners
decide which is the best sustainable solution for their smart home energy management.

What are Fuel Cells?

Fuel cells operate similarly to batteries, except they don't need recharging. Instead, they
typically use hydrogen—the most abundant element in the universe—to generate
electricity and heat from an unlimited clean power source. The only byproducts of
hydrogen fuel cells are water and heat for a clean energy system.

To use fuel cell technology at home, you can either have hydrogen cylinders delivered
(similar to propane or natural gas) or produce your own hydrogen, such as through solar
electrolysis from rooftop panels for off-grid living.

What is Battery Storage?

Home batteries store excess solar power or draw energy directly from the grid during
off-peak hours when electricity is cheaper. This time-of-use shifting allows home battery
backup system owners to drastically reduce their electricity bills while improving their
energy security.


https://www.powermag.com/fuel-cells-vs-batteries-whats-the-difference/
https://savant.com/power/storage-systems
https://savant.com/power/storage-systems

Lithium-ion batteries are popular for their high energy density. Lithium-iron-phosphate
(LiFePO4) batteries are another excellent alternative. They are more environmentally
friendly (containing iron instead of rare lithium), have a longer lifespan (10 years vs. 2-3
years for lithium-ion), are safer and less prone to fire, and operate in a wider
temperature range for more extreme hot and cold weather.

Applications of Fuel Cells and Battery Storage

Both fuel cells and batteries have versatile applications, including transportation,
powering and heating homes and businesses, ancillary grid services, and smart home
energy management.

Fuel cells can power everything from cars to space shuttles, heat buildings, and store
energy long-term for the grid. The world’s first home hydrogen fuel cell can store three
times the energy of the lithium battery Powerwall 2. The fuel cell works by connecting it
to your solar inverter and the water main to electrolyze water, which then removes the
oxygen and stores the hydrogen in a pressurized metal hydride sponge.

Battery storage can also be integrated into businesses and homes for smart home
energy management. Homeowners on time-of-use electricity rates can maximize energy
savings by storing cheap off-peak electricity at night and using the stored energy during
peak hours. Solar-powered homes can also store excess energy in batteries for use
later in the day or evening.

Benefits of Home Battery Backup Systems
There are many benefits of home battery backup systems, such as:

Enhanced energy independence and resilience during power outages
Reduced reliance on grid electricity and lower energy costs

Improved sustainability and reduced carbon footprint

Increased property value due to advanced energy management capabilities

Below are the pros and cons of fuel cells and batteries for smart energy management.

Fuel Cells: Pros and Cons
Pros:

e Long lifetime: Lasts up to 30 years, twice as long as lithium-ion batteries.

e Zero toxic waste: No toxic chemicals to dispose of, minimizing environmental
impact.

e More compact: Lighter and takes up less space than equivalent battery storage.

e Quiet operation: Unlike noisy generators, fuel cells are quiet with few moving
parts.

Cons:
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e Less efficient: Producing hydrogen from electrolysis and converting it back to
electricity results in about 50% round-trip efficiency.

e Safety concerns: Hydrogen is highly flammable and can cause invisible fires if
not handled properly.

e Early-stage development: Hydrogen fuel cells are a developing technology and
remain expensive.

o Fuel deliveries: Regular hydrogen delivery is required unless produced on-site.

Battery Storage: Pros and Cons
Pros:

o High energy density: Lithium-ion batteries have the highest energy density and
can store a significant amount of energy within a small battery cell.
Noiseless system: Similar to a fuel cell, batteries also operate quietly.
Easy to recharge: Can be recharged via standard wall outlets for convenience
and portability.

Cons:

e High upfront costs: Rare metals like lithium, nickel, and cobalt increase system
costs.

e Safety concerns: Prone to thermal runaway, which can cause fires.

e Environmental impacts: Lithium-ion mining production is harmful to the
environment, with the risk of toxic chemical leaks.

Government Incentives for Fuel Cells and Battery Storage

Thanks to the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA), which officially recognized stand-alone
energy storage systems, numerous government incentives and tax breaks are available
for residential fuel cells and battery storage. For example, the Residential Clean Energy
Tax Credit provides homeowners with a 30% tax credit for battery storage technology of
3 kW or more. Also, the Residential Renewable Energy Tax Credit offers a 30% tax
credit for fuel cells with a capacity of at least 0.5 kW.

Optimize Your Smart Home Energy Storage with Savant Power
Modules

Savant Power Modules provide reliable battery backup power for your smart home and
optimize energy use both on and off the grid. Our robust system is easy to install and
reliable, ensuring power when you need it.

Interested in learning more about our home energy storage system? Contact us today
for a personal smart home consultation.
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