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IN DECEMBER 2014, Simon Moccasin was walking to
a Christmas party in Regina when two police officers
stopped him, thinking he had stolen a TV. They were
wrong, but they pinned him to the wall and one shoved
him into a police car, leaving him with injuries to his face
and shoulder. “I could feel the racism,” says Mocqsipﬂf
the moment the police started speaking to hmT “Living
as an Indigenous person, you can just fc{el 1t Itsqw”elfd:
you know, how you have those survival instincts: .
The incident fuelled Moccasin’s activism- It 11\;;511::61
just after the protests in Ferguson, Mo., V'Vh(ej::ided e
Brown was fatally shot by police- Moccasin g
needed to stand up against police br"mll;lt.)cllgompjamts
t00, so he filed a complaint with the P “N; s yawak(cf“)’
Commission (PCC). Moccasin, ™ il about hi®
3 ~oina with Albina Retyun$
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AR: You are a Sixties
Scoop survivor. Canyou
tell me a bit about that?
SM: My mother was
forced to sign me away: :
The police threatened =  iversith dlbeﬁe"e
to hurt my late father. I e als w910
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culture. This is what was

always that thot at the
back of your mind: who are
you really?

AR: You first met your
motherin 1993. How did
that happen?

SM: She got my informa-
tion through the band
office when I applied for
school. She was in town
ad called me to meet

downtown, We met, and

| Loried. It felt Jike I never

left. Tt was that powerful.
ank goodness that hap-
{),ened. I don’t know what
ddo without her now. I
OWe her everything. Even
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liygg oW My rights, and

Partg, 89Ing to 2 Christmas
"5 Twas talking, T

saw this other police officer
sneak up on me. I used to
work for the police college
as an actor, playing a thug,
and I helped them with
their training. I learned
about this triangle thing,
where there’s the perpetra-
tor and then two officers
form a triangle with that
person. So as I’m look-

ing at this guy talking, I
thought, “There’s got to
be another officer.” And

all of a sudden, this guy
pinned me against the wall.
He couldn’t get my arms
together. Then they both
tried to put my arms to-
gether to put the handcuffs
on. That’s abuse.

AR: How did you feel?

SM: I just couldn’t take it
anymore. It was enough. I
told the officers, “You’re
on my ancestral land.
You're trying to arrest
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me on my own land, and

I didn’t do anything.” I
knew this one officer was
racist. I told him straight.
I gave him a history lesson
on the treaties, too. He
didn’t want to hear it. He
slammed me to the side
of the car, and then he
slammed me to the back
seat where I hit my face on
the plastic seat.

AR: You filed a complaint
with the PCC, which

ruled that the officers used
excessive force but that

it wasn’t a case of racial
profiling. What happened
after that?

SM: The service imple-
mented some sort of cul-
tural training — that’s what
they told me. I don’t know
what happened with those
cops. I imagine they are still
working, because nothing
gets done around here,

AR: What is the re'lation-A
ship between Indlg_.r,em.)us
people and the police 11
Regina today? :
<M: It’s an ongoing geno-
cide. If there were mf)rC
people like me smndmg: up;
they wouldn’t be brutalizing
us, but people are too scm‘eil
to talk. It’s like “Saskabama
the Alabama of the north.

AR: Did that incident
change the way you think
about police?

SM: Yes, it did, because

I trusted them. And now
my trust is gone. They
apologized, and I said I
forgave them because I
just wanted it to be done. I
have to move on from that.
But it keeps happening. I
don’t have anything against
white people, by the way. I
am against people who use
their privilege to under-
mine people of colour and
keep us down. I think they
are just scared.

AR: Do you think change is
possible?

SM: I do, but we have to get
rid of the leadership — the
patriarchy. Once we do
that, things will get better.
People need to start listen-
ing to Indigenous people
instead of their ego and stu-
pidity. That’s what is killing
everything. If Indigenous
ideology and thoughts
could be implemented in
the system, it would help
get us out of this predica-
ment. Our way of life is
completely different from
that of white people. We
need to push hard to make
change happen. @

Albina Retyunskikh is 4
Broadview intern from the
&raduate journalism program
at Centennial College.

For more interviews

about police reform,

visit BROADVIEW.ORG
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| IN DECEMBER 2014, Simon Moccasin was walking to

| a Christmas party in Regina when two police officers

stopped him, thinking he had stolen a TV. They were

wrong, but they pinned him to the wall and one shoved

| him into a police car, leaving him with injuries to his face
and shoulder. “I could feel the racism,” says Moccasin of

| the moment the police started speaking to him. “l.iving
as an Indigenous person, you can just feel it. It’s weird,
you know, how you have those survival instincts?"
: 'I‘h_c incident fuelled Moccasin’s activism. It hapi:ened
Just after the protests in Ferguson, Mo., where Micliael
Brown was fatally shot by police. Moccasin decided he

| needed to stand up against police brutality in Canacda,
290,7 ’.w .hc.ﬁlcd a complaint with the Public Complaints

_ommission (I)QC). Moccasin, who is Nehiyawak (Cree),
“poxe lrom Regina with Albina Retyunskikh about his
xperiences and his desire for change.
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AR: What is the relation-
ship between Indigenous
people and the police in
Regina today?

SM: It’s an ongoing geno-

cide. If there were more

people like me standing up, o
they wouldn’t be brutalizing i
us, but people are too scared e
to talk. It’s like “Saskabama” T
__ the Alabama of the north. —

AR: Did that incident
change the way you think
about police?

SM: Yes, it did, because

I trusted them. And now
my trust is gone. They
apologized, and I said I
forgave them because I
just wanted it to be done. I
have to move on from that.
But it keeps happening. I
don’t have anything against
white people, by the way. I




