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The Only Way Out Is Through (2017),
Jeffrey Gibson, is part of the Sanctuary r

by Mississippi Choctaw-Cherokee artist
ug exhibit at Toronto’s Aga Khan Museum.

EXHIBIT

Seeking Refuge

Mesmerizing rugs explore the meaning of sanctuary
in an era of global displacement

CONCENTRIC circles in bril-
liant colours radiate outward

be transformed into blankets

ALBINA

and bags for those in need.
amid panes of tiny triangles. A RETYUNSKIKH

ribbon of text runs up each side:
“The only way out is through”
Fusing Indigenous aesthetics with
western optical art, Jeffrey Gibson’s
work is part of Sanctuary, a breathtak-
ing exhibit on now at the Aga Khan My-
seum in Toronto, Laboriously crafed
wool rugs, designed by 36 artists from
22 countries, explore the meaning of
sanctuary in an era of globa] displace-
ment. The rugs were modelled op
the shape of Muslim prayer mats and
woven by artisans in Pakistan,
“Sanctuary js g hecessity for
everyone,” said Michael Chagnon,
curator of the Aga Khan Museum,
during a virtual toyr. While the pan-
demic has forced people around the
world to shelter af home, many lack

' . people globally,
including 26 million refugees,

The exhibiis walls and furnityre
were created using old T-ghirg and
other recycled textiles, which will later

@albirety

However, what was designed
to be a multi-sensory experi-
ence — the Tugs were meant to
be touched and knelt on — has been re-
stricted during the pandemic to ensure
visitor safety.

The rugs Vary widely in style and
tone, from abstract patterns to political
mantras. On Iraqj artist Adel Abidin’s
Tug, marching soldiers are reminiscent
of displaced refugees. The last rug, by
Uman of Somalia, shows images taken
by the Hubbe Space Telescope, map-
ping an “inﬁnitesimally narrow sliver
of the Universe »

“Our role Wwithin the cosmos is so
small,” gaig Chagnon. “This should
BIVE us hope, because there is such
rv‘aslness and so mych beyond us....
I'here’s comfort jp knowing that this
really is gyp Sanctuary, this cosmos we
call home» (1)
Sanctuary pyy until Oct, 25 at the Aga
Khan Museum in Toronto; you can alse

lake 4 Virtual toyy at agakhanmuseum.
or g/ex/llbiliuns/s‘u netuary,
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