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Elizabeth: The Golden Age
Uniuersal Studios f Widescreen DVD 2008

irected bY

Shekhar
Kapur, Eliztt-
beth:'lhe Cold'

en Aga focuses

ontheyears 1585-1588

during the reign of F,liza-

beth I. While thc film is

artisticallY directed and

well acted, a crricial Prob-
lem is that the Plot cen-

ters on the attack and

defeat of the SPanish

Armada, and too much

attention is Paid to [:liza-

:r*rJ,,;;ffir't;;;;worli and emotions.'r'he glizabethan ase was an eventful time'

thisperiodoftlreageespecially,whicl-rtlrefilmmakersrightlyterm,,.fheColdenAge.,,
Thestereotypethatwomenareprinrarilyemotiotlalratherthanintellectualbeingsis

alarmirrglyeviclent.ltiswe}jknowrttlratDlizabethwasaneminerrtlyrationalarrdirrtel-
lectualwoman.Irraddition,CateBlarrchettan(lsamallthaMortonaretooyoungfor
their respective pafis as !],lizabetlr l arrd Mary Stuart, (]treerl of Scots, and little effort is

tnadetotrrakelhemlooktheappropriateages.Wherrthefilmopensinl585,Elizabethl
was 52 years old. cate Blancheit was 3g wherr this film was macle and looks younger.

MaryStuartwasborninl542alrdthereforewottlclhavebeer.r43yearsoldirrl5S5,but
SamanthtrMortotr,whowas30whel-rthe{itmwast-trade,looksnooldertharr25.

In-rportantlristoricalcharactersareconrpletelyrrrissirrg.WilliamCecilandllobertDud.
ley,bothprominentfiguresinthisperioclofhistoryarecornpletelyabsent.Thefilmmak-
ers have triecl to subsume cecil's character into the character of Francis walsingham and

Duclley's character into Sir walter Raleigh. walsingl-ram is given cecil's role of chief advi-

sor,andwhileWalsinghamdidhaveaveryprominet-rtroleandgreatinfluenceand
prominer.rce in the tilizabethan court, cecil held the position of chief advisor until his

death in 1598. walter not"igl, is given the role of "love interest" for the Queen' a role that

Robert Dudtey hel4 u,til i,ri. a"utr, shortly after the defeat of the Spanish Armada in

1588. 'Ihe historical Robert Dudley was presellt at Tilbury ancl served as Elizabeth's lieu-

beth l's historicallY 

- 

,,,,.:---
unlikely love for Watter Raleigh Tl-re movie slendl 

13o.m1ctr 
timerl-1t<1:T:::r::':::'

tenant general, yet there is no sign of l-rim in the movte'

This film does have several ,irorrg poirtr. -fhe special effects e''rployed to depict the

attack an<i defeat of the spanish Armada are spectacuiar. The film's costurles' props' and

settings are beautiful o,-'d hi,to,i.ully credible. The perforrr-rances of the actors and

actressesinthefllmareoutstanding.CateBlanchettandSamanthaMortotrprovide
superb renclitions of rtizabeth I and Mary Stuart. while norpaying due attention to

deiails, the film caPtures the spirit and splendor of the period' 
Sama,tha LortT
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