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Being A Laadli Award Winner Is Huge — And How I Tried To Walk
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November 5, 2022

I remember wishing to myself during the ceremony, that I could bottle this and take it home. God knows I was going to

need it.

Nivedita Ramesh

TAGS: WOMEN'S VOICES

The 12th Laadli Media & Advertising Awards for Gender Sensitivity concluded on 2 November at the DDE

Auditorium, MANUU, Hyderabad. But the crackling energy of the 100+ attendees, the hard hitting topics that won

their creators awards, and their courage to do what they did have stayed with me.

I remember wishing to myself during the ceremony, that I could bottle this and take it home. God knows I was

going to need it.

I crash landed into reality yesterday and immediately needed a whiff. A man stood too close to me in the check-in

queue at the airport. Then the elderly gent sitting next to me on the plane poked his elbow into my sides and

spread his legs, forcing me to huddle into a corner of my seat.

Shares

If you want to understand how to become better allies to people with disabilities, then join us at Embracing All Abilities: Including People with

Disabilities at Work.
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I needed the Laadlis’ strength to carry on

I moved ahead of the young man in the check in queue, put my suitcase between us and gave him a death glare.

In the flight, I lowered the handlebar between the seats, forcing the older man to retract his elbow and heart

thudding, shifted to cover the width of my seat. His knees went back to his seat.

Everyday battles won, one word, one minute, one brave gesture at a time.

Throughout the event, I saw people who had cried their eyes out in the loo, cried in their seats and probably cried

in their hearts, too. We all helped each other, even though we hadn’t met before. There was the woman who

dropped her trophy and other gifts to the side to help the next winner, a disabled person, navigate the three

narrow and steep stairs to the stage. My fellow author winner from Women’s Web Shalini gave me a shoulder to

cry on when I broke down at dinner, and messaged me as soon as she woke up the next morning, “How are you?”

There are so many more out there, doing the right thing, being good and kind because that’s the best way to be,

every minute of every day. They may not get awards, they may not write articles, record podcasts or film

documentaries, but they are still heroes.

This is us. We are a small group but we are powerful. And I believe, more than anything I have  ever believed

before, that this is a wave that will only grow stronger with time.

When the day comes,

when The Day comes

the wall that separates us

from outdated thinking and gender biases

falls with a mighty crash

when the world as we know

it will change forever

Where do you want to be?

The Laadli Trophy

A red ribbon engraved with the words, ‘Celebrate Her Life.’ In the organisers’ words, ‘the trophy captures

movement, free spirit and reaches out to the sky, denoting unlimited potential.’

If you want to understand how to become better allies to people with disabilities, then join us at Embracing All Abilities: Including People with
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The Citation

Each winner received a framed certificate describing what the jury appreciated about the entry.
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Congratulations to all of us!

Liked this post?

Register at Women's Web to get our weekly mailer and never miss out on our events, contests & best reads - you

can also start sharing your own ideas and experiences with thousands of other women here!

Women's Web is an open platform that publishes a diversity of views. Individual posts do not necessarily represent

the platform's views and opinions at all times. If you have a complementary or differing point of view, sign up and

start sharing your views too!

women's voices

Comments

0 comments Sort by 

Facebook Comments Plugin

Oldest

Add a comment...

About the Author

Nivedita Ramesh

I asked so many questions that I stopped getting answers. Then I started writing. read more...
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A Thoughtful Man In Maharashtra Got His Widowed Mother

Remarried

Everything Is Perfect

Until You Speak

Up...But That Is No

Reason To Stop!

Dear Mom, It's Me.

Writing This Coz I Do

Not Want To Become

You

My Home Is My Cook's

Workplace; Surely She

Deserves The Support I

Expect At Work?

My Dear Baby... Freelancing Is A

Lifestyle Choice

I'm Not Just A 'L

Mom To Get Tim

The Baby'

Disclaimer

Women's Web is an open platform that publishes a diversity of views, individual posts do not necessarily represent the platform's views and opinions

at all times.

Enter your email

Sign me up!

Stay updated with our Weekly

Newsletter or Daily Summary -

or both!

Learn More

Newsmakers

January 31, 2023

Yuvaraj Shele, a small-time worker from Kolhapur, Maharashtra, did battle many odds and arranged for his mother Ratna’s

wedding a few weeks ago. The main point that he put forth was that he felt his mother was lonely and saw the need for

her to live happily.

Ramya V

6 Posts | 35,397 Views

Other Articles by Author View all

FOLLOW WOMEN'S

WEB
WOMEN LEADERS IN COMMUNICATIONS DISCUSS THE RESPONSIBLE 5G

REVOLUTION WE NEED
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22y.o. ‘Angry’ Man Sets A 19.y.o. Woman On Fire In TN: WHY This

Entitlement?!

A myth that goes without saying is that only a woman can understand another woman better. What happens when

a man does understand what a woman goes through? Especially when the woman is his mother, that too when she

is a widow?

Yuvaraj Shele, a small-time worker from Kolhapur, Maharashtra, did battle many odds and arranged for his mother

Ratna’s wedding a few weeks ago. The main point that he put forth was that he felt his mother was lonely and saw

the need for her to live happily.

This scene does remind of a few movies/web series where the daughter/son do realize their mother’s emotions

and towards the end, they approve of their new relationship.

Read Full Article

Crime & Law

February 1, 2023

Just because they are married a husband isn’t entitled to be violent to his wife. Just because a man is "in love" with a

woman, it doesn't give him a right to be violent.

Ramya V

Trigger Warning: This speaks of graphic details of violence against women and may be triggering for survivors.

Anger is a basic human emotion, just like happiness or being sad. One chooses his/her way of expressing that emotion. It is

safe until that action stays within oneself.

What happens when that feeling is forced upon another? The former becomes the perpetrator, and the latter turns

out to be the victim.

Read Full Article
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