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B It astudy.

i It's a den.
li's also a

guest roor.

BY PAULA ANDRUSS



THIS GUEST ROOM in designer Anne Scording’s Philadelphia home makes greot use of the multifunciion principle. The affice easily turns inlo o sheeping area

REATING AN INVITING SPACE
TO ACCOMMODATE OVERNIGHT

GUESTS CAN BE A CHALLENGE
far any homeowner,
especially when that room
serves another purpose
UNEE visilurs pack Qiml keave
" |ust about everyone
tesday, whether you're just
starting out, raising a family.

[t 1]
or downsizing, has a need for a guest
room that has to be used fnr annther

purpose, such as a den or office.” says
interior designer Anne Scardino, owner of

Belle Maison Design in Philadelphia. “The
problem is, how do you make the space
meet the needs of your guests and at the
same time give yourself a room in which
to wiork or relax?”

With a few desizn tricks and some
S L fun o e gl agoesse)ies, neaking
a dual-function room is easier than you
may think.

Every guest wants tn sleep on a
nice bed. Fortunately for both you and
your guests, there are comiortable and

versatile options to suit bath the room
and the needs of your visitors.

Designer Jamie Herzlinger of Jamie
Herzlinger Interiors says mamny of her
clients like to employ a daybed that acts
as a sofa for daily use but can just as
erdsily e shapel on By guesls.

“You put the bed flat against the wall
and use pillows and back bolsters to give
it a sofa feel most of the time,” she says.
“But because you're using a real mattress,
it's supet comfartahle when guests come
to stay. Add a wonderful coverlet and
you've got a beautiful and functional



and returns to everyday e when guests depart

place to work and sleep.”

If space is tight, Alice Cramer of
Atlanta-based Alice Cramer [nteriors
recommencds a quality pullout sofa
or Murphy bed. Either can be just as
comfortable as a bed, but much easier to
work with in a dual-purpose room.

“Today's pullouts can be quite
comfortable and offer good sleeping
space,” Cramer says. “And the European
Murphy bed units, known as Eurobeds,
are incredible in how they incorporate a
desk area with a bed that can actually be
easily opened and put away.”

Quick tip
Cabinefry and crganizaticnal
itams provide great
oppartunifies to clean up
guickly and change the feel of
a room. “People don't want
ta sleap in other people’s
environmente, and an offics i
on axtremily persanal space,”
soys interior designer Jomie
Herzlinger. “Cabinatry with
lats of deors lets you get oll
aof your office or cther wark
closed up and pul owery,
which makes your guest so
much more combortable

THE LITTLE DETAILS mcke o difererance in the Philsdelphia goest racen ftop| and this ane in Avalon, M.

While 2 comfortable bed is the
centerpiece of any guest room, effective
storage is just as important, especially
when the room is serving dual purposes.

To create an inviting feel for guests,
choose functional pieces that can be
easily cleaned up or put out of sight
when not in use,

For example, a computer armoire
with lots of drawers can be closed to
keep papers and office supplies out of
sight when guests visit, Cramer suggests
transforming a closer, if the room has

one, inte an office or hobby area. That
leawes the rest of the room open and
available for guests.

“Even in a small closet, you can build
a desk space with shelves, Something as
simple as a Parsons table makes a nice
work space,” Cramer says. "Then when
guests come, iU's nice o be able to just
shut the door so they don't feel like
they're sleeping in your office.”

To keep larger items out of sight,
Cramer recommends using risers to
lift the bed high enowgh to create good
storage space underneath. “That way »



you can clear clurter off the desk or table
and store it easily under the bed when
guests are there,” she says.

One of the essential steps to creating
comifort is using good lighting. Guests dan't
want to have to stumble around a strange
room in the dark, and the righe lights set
an inviting and comifortalde mood.

A task light near the desk or bed
accommodates both office work and
reading at night, A more traditional lamp
brings warmth to the room. If space is
limited, a wall-mounted swing-arm lamp
can illuminate different areas of the room
a5 needed.

Interior designer Anne Scardino
recammends dimmer switches as an
excellent way to give one room [wo
distinctly different feels.

“Recessed lights in the ceiling are
great for office or task-oriented lighting,
but you want something softer for guests
who want to relax,” Scarding says. “With
dimmers, you can control the whole

feel of the room simply by adjesting the
brightness of the light.”

A few finishing touches make a
big difference in making guests feel
comfortable and welcomed. Cramer says
draperies and some sort of floor covering
should be installed to make the space feel
warm and inviting.

"Whether they're traditional or
contemporary in style.” she says, "they
just make the room feel like you cared
and like it's finished."

Standard guest-bedroom niceties
include fresh flowers, current magazines,
and clean linens. Keith Fitzpatrick, a
senior designer with Arthur McLaughlin
and Associates Inc., provides his visitors
with a water carafe (which doubles as
a vase when guests are gone], a light
blanket, and a fresh bar of soap wrapped
in decorative ribbon.

“It’s those little touches that make
them feel like they're intentionally
welcomed,” Fitzpatrick says. l

Quick tip

Cen't forget that staroge for
yeur guests is impartant. In
addition to o few drawers and
some hanging space, inferiar
designer Keith Fitzpairick
suggests satfing out small
troys, baskets, and bowls for
guests to drop daily items
in. “When guests are in an
unfamiliar ploce, it's great
1o have one designoted
areq where thay can thraw
all of their daily stuff, frem
cellphones ond wallets fo
jewelry and keys,” Fitzpatrick
says. "It helps them feel more
organized and at home,”




