This summer, Boston sports fans' cries were heard across the country as JT and JB were
officially split up. Jaylen Brown’s trade from the Boston Celtics to the Philadelphia 76ers
quickly became one of the 2026 NBA offseason's most controversial decisions. The Celtics
traded Brown to the 76ers in exchange for Paul George. On paper, this deal makes sense for both
teams: two first-round picks and two second-round picks. Boston gets an experienced veteran
while Philly gets a league star entering his prime. However, the heartbreak was that it was Jaylen
Brown, and that he went to another Eastern Conference team. It has truly marked the end of an
era in Boston, and the beginning of something very different in Philly.

Brown was a major part of Boston’s success alongside Jayson Tatum. The two essentially grew
up together in the NBA and in Boston, endured numerous playoff disappointments, and then
eventually helped bring a championship back home. For 10 years, Brown grew into a player who
represented the Celtics’ identity. He is a tough and competitive player who is willing to do
whatever it takes to win. This relationship coming to an end the way it did was difficult on many
fronts, especially because Brown’s new team was the one that ended the Celtics’ playoff chance
last season.

With every decision nowadays, there is also a business side to this trade. Brown has a very
expensive contract, and keeping him, Tatum, and the rest of the core team together would have
made it harder for the Celtics to make other moves. From the team’s perspective, trading Brown
was going to provide them with much more financial flexibility and valuable draft picks.

Still, this explanation is not doing a ton to make this trade feel less risky. Paul George has proven
himself to be an NBA star, but he is significantly older than Brown. Boston trading away a
player entering his prime in the league for an older, experienced veteran is a difficult gamble no
matter how you look at it. Brown has already proven that he can be a championship-level player
not only in the league, but for Boston.

For Philly, the risk is most definitely worth it. Brown gives the 76ers a new “Big Three”,
alongside Joel Embiid and Tyrese Maxey. Not only does Brown bring scoring and defense, but
he is also someone who has experienced the pressure of playing deep into the playoffs on
multiple occasions, as well as winning a championship. Someone else who is bringing major
championship experience, and who also made the 76ers offseason even more interesting when he
decided to join them, is LeBron James. This summer, Brown and James have changed the
expectations surrounding Philly and have made them one of the most talked-about teams in the
league.

Celtics fans mourn Brown’s departure as it represents the end of something good and
comfortable. 76ers fans cannot wait for this new season as it represents the possibility of a new
era. And for the rest of the NBA, a new debate has begun: did Boston give up on another ring too
soon, or did Philly just acquire the piece that will help define its future success?



